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Committee Report
March 1, 2023
H. 3308
Introduced by Reps. Gilliam, McCravy, Felder, Erickson and Bradley 

S. Printed 03/01/23--H.
Read the first time January 10, 2023

________

The committee on House Education and Public Works
To who was referred a Bill (H. 3308) to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 59‑21‑720, relating to certification of school psychologists by the State Department Of Education, so, etc., respectfully
Report:
That they have duly and carefully considered the same, and recommend that the same do pass with amendment:

[bookmark: instruction_502b778e8]	Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 1, by striking Section 59-21-720(B) and inserting:
	(B) In determining the eligibility of an applicant for certification as a school psychologist, the department may accept credentials as a school psychologist issued by another state if the credentials meet the corresponding minimum requirements for certification as a school psychologist in this State. If the credentialing requirements of the other states are less than those of this State, then the board may allow an applicant to meet the unmet requirements and, if so allowed, the board shall issue a temporary professional credential to the applicant that is valid for a maximum of one hundred eighty days and may be extended by the board, in its discretion, to reasonably accommodate the specific circumstances of each applicant to meet the unmet requirements.
Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

SHANNON ERICKSON for Committee.

statement of estimated fiscal impact
Explanation of Fiscal Impact

State Expenditure
This bill provides that in determining the eligibility of an applicant for certification as a school psychologist, SCDE may accept the credentials of school psychologists, social workers, or school guidance counselors certified by other states if the credentials meet the corresponding minimum requirements for certification in South Carolina. If the credentialing requirements of the other state is less than those of this state, an applicant must be allowed to meet the unmet requirements, and the State must issue a temporary professional credential to the applicant which is valid for a maximum of 180 days. A temporary professional credential may be extended by the State Board of Education, in its discretion, to reasonably accommodate the specific circumstances of each applicant. 

The expenditure impact of this bill on SCDE is pending, contingent upon a response.


Frank A. Rainwater, Executive Director
Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office

________









A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59‑21‑720, RELATING TO CERTIFICATION OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IN DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTIFICATION, THE DEPARTMENT MAY ACCEPT THE CREDENTIALS OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS, SOCIAL WORKERS, AND SCHOOL GUIDANCE COUNSELORS CERTIFIED IN OTHER STATES TO SERVE AS SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS IN THIS STATE UPON DEMONSTRATING COMPLIANCE WITH CREDENTIALING REQUIREMENTS OF THIS STATE, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF TEMPORARY CERTIFICATION FOR APPLICANTS WHO NEED TO MEET THESE REQUIREMENTS.

[bookmark: ew_c69c911e5]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_63002cd9c][bookmark: dl_bc8856763]SECTION 1.	Section 59‑21‑720 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C21N720_aa8352a30][bookmark: ss_T59C21N720SA_lv1_0b9e56f81]	Section 59‑21‑720.	(A) All school psychologists employed by the counties or school districts shall have a valid certificate issued by the State Board of Education according to regulations established by the Boardboard.
[bookmark: ss_T59C21N720SB_lv1_d15a35569]	(B)	In determining the eligibility of an applicant for certification as a school psychologist, the department may accept credentials as a school psychologist, social worker, or school guidance counselor issued by another state if the credentials meet the corresponding minimum requirements for certification as a school psychologist, social worker, or school guidance counselor in this State. If the credentialing requirements of the other states are less than those of this State, then an applicant must be allowed to meet the unmet requirements and the State shall issue a temporary professional credential to the applicant which is valid for a maximum of one hundred eighty days and may be extended by the board, in its discretion, to reasonably accommodate the specific circumstances of each applicant.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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