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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 9‑8‑10, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS PERTAINING TO THE RETIREMENT SYSTEM FOR JUDGES AND SOLICITORS, SO AS TO INCLUDE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THIS STATE IN THE DEFINITION OF “SOLICITOR” AND TO MAKE THE NECESSARY PROVISIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE SYSTEM; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 9‑8‑40, RELATING TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE SYSTEM, SO AS TO ALLOW THE ATTORNEY GENERAL SERVING ON JULY 1, 2024, TO ELECT TO BECOME A MEMBER.
	Amend Title To Conform

[bookmark: ew_6677465aa]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_19930ae10][bookmark: dl_08442a065]SECTION 1.	Section 9‑8‑10(17) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T9C8N10_51f33ec28][bookmark: ss_T9C8N10S17_lv1_3d8d0b0b1]	(17) “Solicitor” means the person holding office as described under Section 1‑7‑310 of the 1976 S.C. Code. Subject to the provisions of Section 9‑8‑40, beginning after the 2026 General Election in this State, “solicitor” also means the Attorney General of this State as the chief prosecuting officer of the State. For all purposes of this chapter including, but not limited to, employer and employee contributions, calculation of a retirement or other benefits, and adjustment of benefits paid to a retiree or beneficiary, wherever mention is made of the salary of a circuit solicitor, in the case of the Attorney General of this State, the salary referred to is the higher of the salary provided by law for the Attorney General of this State or a circuit solicitor of this State.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_deb786735][bookmark: dl_a8e405468]SECTION 2.	Section 9‑8‑40(1) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T9C8N40_2ae76573f][bookmark: ss_T9C8N40S1_lv1_9a383b0d8][bookmark: open_doc_here]	(1) All persons who are judges or solicitors on July 1, 1979, and who have not attained age seventy‑two shall become members of the system as of that date.
[bookmark: ss_T9C8N40Sa_lv2_cd47f5777]		(a) All administrative law judges on July 1, 2014, who have not retired may elect to become a member of the system. Administrative law judges making that election may transfer prior service into the system as provided in Section 9‑8‑50, and to the extent the service thus transferred occurred after the member took office as an administrative law judge, that service is deemed earned service in the system.
[bookmark: ss_T9C8N40Sc_lv2_523531fa7]		(b) The Attorney General elected in the 2026 General Election in this State may elect to become a member of the system. If the Attorney General makes that election, he may transfer prior service into the system as provided in Section 9‑8‑50, and to the extent the service thus transferred occurred after he took office as the Attorney General of this State, that service is deemed earned service in the system.
[bookmark: ss_T9C8N40Sd_lv2_9981251fc]		(c) All other persons become members of the system on taking office as judge, solicitor, or circuit public defender before attaining age seventy‑two.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_eaa3384bd][bookmark: dl_765b9b90c]SECTION 3.	Section 9-8-10(16) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T9C8N10_0a5f0fefa][bookmark: ss_T9C8N10S16_lv1_4671c9389]	(16) “Judge” means a justice of the Supreme Court or a judge of the court of appeals, circuit or family court of the State of South Carolina. Subject to the provisions of Section 9-8-40, “judge” also means an administrative law judge.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_1149659bc][bookmark: dl_64a2cf67f]SECTION 4.	Article 1, Chapter 11, Title 9 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T9C11N28_d44b4c1bf][bookmark: ss_T9C11N28SA_lv1_995e635d]	Section 9-11-28.	(A) After December 31, 2024, any person who is a full-time master-in-equity shall participate in the South Carolina Police Officers Retirement System for his service as a master-in-equity.
[bookmark: ss_T9C11N28SB_lv1_b0e102e5]	(B) From July 1, 2024, to January 1, 2025, a full-time master-in-equity who elects to transfer credited service received under the South Carolina Retirement System to the South Carolina Police Officers Retirement System may do so upon payment of the accumulated employer and employee contributions and interest in the South Carolina Retirement System plus five percent of his annual salary in effect as of June 30, 2024, for each year of service prorated for periods of less than a year. After January 1, 2025, a master-in-equity may elect to transfer credited service received under the South Carolina Retirement System to the South Carolina Police Officers Retirement System as provided in Section 9-11-40(9).

[bookmark: bs_num_5_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 5.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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