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A bill

TO AMEND the SOUTH CAROLINA code of laws BY AMENDING SECTION 24-13-150, RELATING TO THE EARLY RELEASE OF INMATEs, SO AS TO REDUCE THE PERCENTAGE OF TIME INMATEs WHO HAve COMMITTED “NO PAROLE OFFENSEs” MUST SERVE BEFORE tHEy MAY BECOME ELIGIBLE FOR EARLY RELEASE, DISCHARGE, OR COMMUNITY SUPERVISION FROM EIGHTY-FIVE PERCENT TO SIXTY-FIVE PERCENT FOR CERTAIN DRUG OFFENSES, AND TO PROVIDE THIS REDUCTION APPLIES TO INMATES CURRENTLY INCARCERATED UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. 

[bookmark: ew_02d4614b6]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_b3a7726c0][bookmark: dl_08a9d954a]SECTION 1.	Section 24‑13‑150 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T24C13N150_35fe18c99]	Section 24‑13‑150.	(A) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, except in a case in which the death penalty or a term of life imprisonment is imposed or subject to the provisions contained in subsection (B), an inmate convicted of a “no parole offense” as defined in Section 24‑13‑100 and sentenced to the custody of the Department of Corrections, including an inmate serving time in a local facility pursuant to a designated facility agreement authorized by Section 24‑3‑20 or Section 24‑3‑30, is not eligible for early release, discharge, or community supervision as provided in Section 24‑21‑560, until the inmate has served at least eighty‑five percent of the actual term of imprisonment imposed. This percentage must be calculated without the application of earned work credits, education credits, or good conduct credits, and is to be applied to the actual term of imprisonment imposed, not including any portion of the sentence which has been suspended. Nothing in this section may be construed to allow an inmate convicted of murder or an inmate prohibited from participating in work release, early release, discharge, or community supervision by another provision of law to be eligible for work release, early release, discharge, or community supervision.
[bookmark: ss_T24C13N150SB_lv1_2e1af410d]	(B) An inmate incarcerated for a “no parole offense” as defined in Section 24‑13‑100 and sentenced to the custody of the Department of Corrections, including an inmate serving time in a local facility pursuant to a designated facility agreement authorized by Section 24‑3‑20 or Section 24‑3‑30, is not eligible for early release, discharge, or community supervision as provided in Section 24‑21‑560, until the inmate has served at least sixty‑five percent of the actual term of imprisonment imposed if the conviction was pursuant to Section 56‑5‑2945. The department’s inmate records office must report no substantial or major disciplinary infractions. The inmate must have substantially completed a rehabilitation program and the department’s reentry program. These percentages must be calculated without the application of earned work credits, education credits, or good conduct credits, not including any portion of the sentence which has been suspended.
[bookmark: ss_T24C13N150SC_lv1_030947076]	(C) If an inmate sentenced to the custody of the Department of Corrections and confined in a facility of the department, confined in a local facility pursuant to a designated facility agreement authorized by Section 24‑3‑20 or Section 24‑3‑30, or temporarily confined, held, detained, or placed in a facility which is not under the direct control of the department, to include an inmate on a labor crew or any other assigned detail or placement, or an inmate in transport status, commits an offense or violates one of the rules of the institution during his term of imprisonment, all or part of the credit he has earned may be forfeited in the discretion of the Director of the Department of Corrections. If an inmate sentenced to a local detention facility or upon the public works of any county in this State, even when temporarily confined, held, detained, or placed in any facility which is not under the direct control of the local detention facility, to include an inmate on a labor crew or any other assigned detail or placement, or an inmate in transport status, commits an offense or violates one of the rules of the institution during his term of imprisonment, all or part of the credit he has earned may be forfeited in the discretion of the local official having charge of the inmate. The decision to withhold credits is solely the responsibility of officials named in this subsection.

[bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection]SECTION 2.	The provisions of this act take effect upon approval by the Governor and apply retroactively to inmates currently serving an active incarcerated sentence, subject to any more specific requirements or restrictions as may be provided.
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