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A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by enacting the “Government Transparency Act”; by adding sections 2‑1‑260 and 2‑1‑270 so as to require meetings of legislative committees to be made available online as well as certain documents, and to set forth the manner in which earmarks may be awarded; by adding Section 11‑11‑60 so as to require that agency budget requests include an explanation for base budget appropriations; by adding Section 6‑1‑2020 so as to require certain political subdivisions to post certain information regarding public records; by adding Section 59‑17‑170 so as to require school board meetings to be made available online; and by adding Section 30‑4‑170 so as to require certain public bodies to make available certain salary information with either the Department of Administration or on its own website.

[bookmark: ew_5b3c931eb]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_a2b4fedfe][bookmark: citing_act_8f7332ad1]SECTION 1.	This act may be cited as the “Government Transparency Act”.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_e80db0067][bookmark: dl_7eeb77d79]SECTION 2.	Chapter 1, Title 2 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T2C1N260_d114767f3][bookmark: ss_T2C1N260SA_lv1_4bd3a12e0]	Section 2‑1‑260.	(A)	In addition to any other open meetings requirement, each meeting of a legislative committee must be accessible to the public and also available by means of live electronic access, such as livestream transmission,  on the General Assembly’s website.  The meeting must be made available to view while the actual meeting is occurring and must be archived for subsequent viewing. 
[bookmark: ss_T2C1N260SB_lv1_11b71314d]	(B)	Within twenty‑four hours after the conclusion of a legislative meeting, any committee records from the meeting, such as documents that were circulated during the meeting, must be made available and archived on the General Assembly’s website.
[bookmark: ss_T2C1N260SC_lv1_4caff54f2]	(C)	 For purposes of this section, legislative committee meetings include, standing committee meetings, subcommittee meetings, ad hoc committee meetings, Judicial Merit Selection Commission, and legislative study committee meetings.

[bookmark: ns_T2C1N270_67afb835d]	Section 2‑1‑270.		(A)	Each request for an earmark project or program included in an appropriations bill must be memorialized in writing on a form designed by the Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee and the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, respectively.  The form must include the member’s name who requested the earmark project or program, the date of the request, the amount requested, a description of the project and the manner in which the funds will be spent, and the full name of the recipient entity. The form must be filed with the Senate Finance Committee or the House Ways and Means Committee and must be posted on the General Assembly’s website with twenty-four hours of filing. 
[bookmark: ss_T2C1N270SB_lv1_6b0c36bab][bookmark: ss_T2C1N270S1_lv2_11b52cc3e]	(B)(1)No earmark may be awarded to an organization whose governing board includes a member of the General Assembly or member of the General Assembly’s immediate family member, as defined in Section 8-13-100.
[bookmark: ss_T2C1N270S2_lv2_2a16cc436]		(2)	An agency may only pass through an earmark to a private entity if the entity is registered and in good standing with the Secretary of State’s Office. 
[bookmark: ss_T2C1N270SC_lv1_2509dbea7]	(C)	For purposes of this section, earmark means:
[bookmark: ss_T2C1N270S1_lv2_4fcb817ba]		(1)	an appropriation for a specific program or project not originating with a written agency budget request or not included in an appropriations act from the prior fiscal year; or
[bookmark: ss_T2C1N270S2_lv2_b26a78794]		(2)	an appropriations bill proviso directing the expenditure of funds appropriated to an agency for a purpose not originating with a written agency budget request or not included in an appropriations act from the prior fiscal year.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_282f3693e][bookmark: dl_a6a444330]SECTION 3.	Chapter 11, Title 11 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T11C11N60_3dfe1683c]	Section 11‑11‑60.	When making a budget request to the Senate Finance Committee, the House Ways and Means Committee, or for the Governor’s executive budget, each state agency must include in the request the need and purpose of any appropriations that the agency wishes to continue receiving, and the need and the purpose of any new appropriations.  The state agency must post the full request on its website.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_3ee9eae18][bookmark: dl_1c30888aa]SECTION 4.	Chapter 1, Title 6 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T6C1N2020_48c7b63b7][bookmark: ss_T6C1N2020SA_lv1_714dd6f0a]	Section 6‑1‑2020.	(A)	The local governing body of each county, municipality, and school district in this State shall make available on its website:
[bookmark: ss_T6C1N2020S1_lv2_1183e53b0][bookmark: ss_T6C1N2020Sa_lv3_efb6fdff1]		(1)(a)	contract information for its elected officials and executive staff;
[bookmark: ss_T6C1N2020Sb_lv3_597785d55]			(b)	the agenda for an upcoming meeting at least three days in advance of the meeting;
[bookmark: ss_T6C1N2020Sc_lv3_dc97ddfd3]			(c)	a detailed list of public employee compensation as required by Chapter 4, Title 30;
[bookmark: ss_T6C1N2020Sd_lv3_b728ff1e2]			(d)	all budgets, audits, and financial reports;
[bookmark: ss_T6C1N2020Se_lv3_1242edfed]			(e)	a detailed list of all taxes and fees imposed by the political subdivision;
[bookmark: ss_T6C1N2020Sf_lv3_fe76eb1bf]			(f)	a searchable database with the political subdivision’s sources of revenue and expenditures;
[bookmark: ss_T6C1N2020S2_lv2_2d1c2788e]		(2)	any meeting records from meetings of the local governmental body, such as documents that were circulated during the meeting.
[bookmark: ss_T6C1N2020SB_lv1_fd7128058]	(B)	Within twenty‑four hours after the conclusion of a meeting of the local governing body of a county, municipality, or school district, any records from the meeting, such as documents that were circulated during the meeting, must be made available and archived on the local governing body’s website.

[bookmark: bs_num_5_f28ae0cc5][bookmark: dl_5fe2fece5]SECTION 5.	Chapter 17, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T59C17N170_1e59f1d36]	Section 59‑17‑170.	In addition to any other open meetings requirement, each meeting of a school district’s board of trustees must be accessible to the public and also available by means of live electronic access, such as livestream transmission,  on the school district’s website.  The meeting must be made available to view while the actual meeting is occurring and must be archived for subsequent viewing.

[bookmark: bs_num_6_acb35c61a][bookmark: dl_8b0907a1b]SECTION 6.	Chapter 4, Title 30 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T30C4N170_82c59bcd4]	Section 30‑4‑170.	If a public body employs persons receiving compensation for which a public body must disclose the amount but the public body is not required to report such to the Department of Administration, the public body must either report such salaries to the Department of Administration quarterly, or post such salaries to its own website quarterly.

[bookmark: bs_num_7_e2e80c45e][bookmark: onesubject_4081e55dd]SECTION 7.	The General Assembly finds that the sections presented in this act constitute one subject as required by Article III, Section 17 of the South Carolina Constitution, in particular finding that each change and each topic relates directly to or in conjunction with other sections to the subject of government transparency as clearly enumerated in the title.  The General Assembly further finds that a common purpose or relationship exists among the sections, representing a potential plurality but not disunity of topics, notwithstanding that reasonable minds might differ in identifying more than one topic contained in the act.

[bookmark: bs_num_8_06478e0d9][bookmark: severability_00db47b26]SECTION 8.	If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this act is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of the remaining portions of this act, the General Assembly hereby declaring that it would have passed this act, and each and every section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, and word thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases, or words hereof may be declared to be unconstitutional, invalid, or otherwise ineffective.

[bookmark: bs_num_9_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 9.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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