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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY enacting the “no open‑ended Powers of emergency (NOPE) act” by AMENDING SECTION 25‑1‑440, RELATING TO THE ADDITIONAL POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE GOVERNOR DURING A DECLARED EMERGENCY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE GOVERNOR SHALL JUSTIFY THE CONDITIONS WHICH LEAD TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY MAY EXTEND A STATE OF EMERGENCY THROUGH A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION IN CERTAIN INSTANCES.

[bookmark: ew_761cf3695]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_7363c3718][bookmark: citing_act_91289b420]SECTION 1.	This act may be cited as the “No Open‑Ended Powers of Emergency (NOPE) Act”.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_60ab727b6][bookmark: dl_0ea89ebf9]SECTION 2.	Section 25‑1‑440(a)(2) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T25C1N440_4ac0a3644][bookmark: ss_T25C1N440S2_lv1_5f06fb160]	(2) declare a state of emergency for all or part of the State if he finds a disaster or a public health emergency, as defined in Section 44‑4‑130, has occurred, or that the threat thereof is imminent and extraordinary measures are considered necessary to cope with the existing or anticipated situation. In finding that a public health emergency has occurred, the Governor shall enumerate the conditions within this State that he has relied upon to justify the declaration, including what scientific data has been collected within the State, without referencing federal or international guidelines, rules, acts, or orders. A declared public health state of emergency shall not continue for a period of more than fifteen thirty days without the express consent of the General Assembly through a concurrent resolution. If the General Assembly does not consent expressly, the Governor has no power to declare a new state of emergency, which has the effect of extending the original declaration, or the power to declare a new state of emergency for the same underlying public health emergency because of changed circumstances or a change in the degree of impact;

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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