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Steele Creek
Tega Cay
Tirzah

Tools Fork
University
Waterstone
Windjammer
Wylie

York No. 1
York No. 2

(B) The precinct lines defining the precincts in subsection (A) are as
shown on the official map on file with the Revenue and Fiscal Affairs
Office, or its successor agency, designated as document P-91-18 and as
shown on copies provided to the Board of Voter Registration and
Elections of York County by the Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office.

(C) The polling places for the precincts in subsection (A) must be
determined by the Board of Voter Registration and Elections of York
County with the approval of a majority of the York County Legislative
Delegation.”

Time effective
SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 3 day of April, 2018.

Approved the 4™ day of April, 2018.

No. 152
(R161, H3591)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 59-152-32, CODE OF LAWS OF
SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO BENCHMARKS
AND OBJECTIVES REQUIRED AS PART OF THE FIRST
STEPS TO SCHOOL READINESS COMPREHENSIVE
LONG-RANGE INITIATIVE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE
BENCHMARKS AND OBJECTIVES MUST BE APPROVED BY
THE FIRST STEPS TO SCHOOL READINESS BOARD OF
TRUSTEES AND POSTED ON THE INTERNET WEBSITE OF
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THE STATE OFFICE OF FIRST STEPS TO SCHOOL
READINESS; TO AMEND SECTION 59-152-33, RELATING TO
THE FIRST STEPS TO SCHOOL READINESS ASSESSMENT,
SO AS TO IMPOSE CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS FOR
REPORTING AND USES OF THE RESULTS OF THE
ASSESSMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 59-152-50, RELATING
TO MISCELLANEOUS REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF
THE STATE OFFICE OF FIRST STEPS TO SCHOOL
READINESS, SO AS TO REVISE THE REQUIREMENTS; TO
AMEND SECTION 59-152-70, RELATING TO FIRST STEPS
PARTNERSHIP BOARDS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE STATE
OFFICE OF FIRST STEPS TO SCHOOL READINESS
ANNUALLY SHALL PUBLISH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANS
OF THESE BOARDS ON THE INTERNET WEBSITE OF THE
OFFICE, TO LIMIT THE PERIOD OF TIME IN WHICH LOCAL
OFFICES MAY INCREASE THEIR ESTABLISHED
OVERHEAD COST RATES, AND TO PROVIDE LOCAL
PARTNERSHIPS THAT ARE NOT PART OF MULTICOUNTY
PARTNERSHIPS AND EXCEED THEIR OVERHEAD COST
RATES ARE INELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE STATE FUNDS; TO
AMEND SECTION 63-11-1710, RELATING TO THE SOUTH
CAROLINA FIRST STEPS TO SCHOOL READINESS BOARD
OF TRUSTEES, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE BOARD ANNUALLY
TO PROVIDE ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTS REQUIRED OF
STATE AGENCIES; TO AMEND SECTION 63-11-1720,
RELATING TO THE STATE OFFICE OF FIRST STEPS STUDY
COMMITTEE, SO AS TO DELETE PROVISIONS
CONCERNING THE COMMITTEE AND TO PROVIDE FOR
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW OF THE STATE OFFICE OF FIRST
STEPS TO SCHOOL READINESS IF THE OFFICE IS NOT
REVIEWED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEES WITHIN A PRESCRIBED TIME PERIOD; TO
AMEND SECTION 63-11-1740, RELATING TO THE
ADMINISTRATION OF THE STATE OFFICE OF FIRST STEPS
TO SCHOOL READINESS, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE BOARD
TO SUBMIT JUSTIFICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
REGARDING THE SALARY OF ITS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
TO THE AGENCY HEAD SALARY COMMISSION; TO AMEND
ACT 287 OF 2014, RELATING TO THE FIRST STEPS TO
SCHOOL READINESS INITIATIVE, SO AS TO REPEAL A
SUNSET PROVISION AND TO REAUTHORIZE THE
INITIATIVE TO JUNE 30, 2025; AND TO REPEAL SECTION
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63-11-1735 RELATING TO THE BABYNET INTERAGENCY
EARLY INTERVENTION SYSTEM.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Benchmarks and objectives

SECTION 1. Section 59-152-32(A)(2) of the 1976 Code is amended to
read:

“(2) establish specific benchmarks and objectives for use by the board
of trustees, local partnership boards, and any agency that administers a
program to benefit preschool children. The benchmarks and objectives
must be approved by the board and posted on the website of the Office
of First Steps;”

Assessment reporting and uses

SECTION 2. Section 59-152-33(D) of the 1976 Code is amended to
read:

“(D) The South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Board of
Trustees shall support the implementation of the school readiness
assessment and must provide professional development to support the
readiness assessment for teachers and parents of programs supported
with First Steps funds. The board shall utilize the annual aggregate
literacy and other readiness assessment information in establishing
standards and practices to support all early childhood providers served
by First Steps. The South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness
Board of Trustees shall report the results of the kindergarten readiness
assessment by state and by county on the annual report to the General
Assembly required in Section 59-152-50(6), and use the results to assist
county partnerships to support local initiatives to improve readiness for
all students.”

First Step Office reporting duties
SECTION 3. Section 59-152-50 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:
“Section 59-152-50. Under supervision of the South Carolina First

Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees, there is created an Office
of South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness. The office shall:
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(1) provide to the board information on best practice, successful
strategies, model programs, and financing mechanisms;

(2) review the local partnerships’ plans and budgets in order to
provide technical assistance and recommendations regarding local grant
proposals and improvement in meeting statewide and local goals;

(3) provide technical assistance, consultation, and support to local
partnerships to facilitate their success including, but not limited to,
model programs, strategic planning, leadership development, best
practice, successful strategies, collaboration, financing, and evaluation;

(4) evaluate each program funded by the South Carolina First Steps
to School Readiness Board of Trustees on a regular cycle to determine
its effectiveness and whether it should continue to receive funding;

(5) recommend to the board the applicants meeting the criteria for
First Steps partnerships and the grants to be awarded;

(6) submit an annual report to the board, the House Ways and Means
Committee, the House Education and Public Works Committee, the
Senate Finance Committee, and the Senate Education Committee by
December first which includes, but is not limited to, the following
information:

(a) the needs and resources available to meet the goals and
purposes of the First Steps to School Readiness initiative statewide, to
include each local partnership;

(b) a list of risk factors the office considers to affect school
readiness;

(c) 1identification of areas where client-level data is not available;

(d) an explanation of how First Steps programs reach the most
at-risk children;

(e) the ongoing progress and results of the First Steps to School
Readiness initiative statewide and locally;

(f) fiscal information on the expenditure of funds, and
recommendations and legislative proposals to further implement the
South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness initiative statewide;

(g) kindergarten readiness results for the prior school year as well
as longitudinal data to document progress toward improving
kindergarten readiness;

(h) annual and five-year goals to serve a high proportion of at-risk
children in the State along with a plan and timetable to reach the goals
that align to the benchmarks and objectives established by the board;

(i) the evidence-based and evidence-informed programs provided
and number of children and families served for the past three fiscal years.
The data must include the percentage of total at-risk children served by
the initiative;
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(j) the total amount of state, local, federal, and other revenues
received and the total amount of these funds expended by the State
Office of First Steps and by each local partnership for services to
children and families;

(k) availability of high-quality and affordable professional
development and high-impact strategies such as coaching for child care
providers to include the number of individuals, by partnership, who
receive the professional development;

(1) innovative practices in counties that are making progress
toward the benchmarks and objectives;

(m) technical assistance provided by State Office of First Steps to
county partnerships with information related to the type of assistance
provided and outcomes of the assistance;

(n) evidence of each local partnership’s collaboration with public
and private stakeholders; and

(o) performance reviews of the local partnership boards
referenced in Section 59-152-70(F);

(7) provide for ongoing data collection. Before June 30, 2015, the
board shall develop a response to the November 2014 external
evaluation of each prevalent program and the overall goals of the
initiative, as provided in Section 59-125-160. The office shall contract
with an external evaluator to develop a schedule for an in-depth and
independent performance audit designed to measure the success of each
prevalent program in regard to its success in supporting the goals of the
State Board and those set forth in Section 59-152-20 and Section
59-152-30. Results of all external performance audits must be published
in the First Steps annual report;

(8) coordinate the First Steps to School Readiness initiative with all
other state, federal, and local public and private efforts to promote good
health and school readiness of young children and support for their
families;

(9) complete an annual accountability report pursuant to Section
1-1-820 and identify key program area descriptions and expenditures and
link these to key financial and performance results measures, and
provide this report to the General Assembly to post on its Internet
website; and

(10) submit to the Agency Head Salary Commission, pursuant to
Sections 8-11-160 and 8-11-165, justification of and recommendations
for the salary and any salary increases for the Executive Director of the
South Carolina Office of First Steps to School Readiness.”
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Partnership boards, plans, reports, overhead rates
SECTION 4. Section 59-152-70(A) and (B) is amended to read:

“(A) A First Steps Partnership Board shall, among its other powers
and duties:

(1) adopt bylaws as established by the First Steps to School
Readiness Board to effectuate the provisions of this chapter which must
include the creation of a periodic meeting schedule;

(2) coordinate a collaborative effort at the county or multicounty
level which will bring the community together to identify the area needs
related to the goals of First Steps to School Readiness; develop a
strategic long-term plan for meeting those needs; develop specific
initiatives to implement the elements of the plan; and integrate service
delivery where possible;

(3) coordinate and oversee the implementation of the
comprehensive strategic plan including, but not limited to, direct service
provision, contracting for service provision, and organization and
management of volunteer programs;

(4) effective July 1, 2016, each partnership’s comprehensive plan
shall include the following core functions:

(a) service as a local portal connecting families of preschool
children to community-based services they may need or desire to ensure
the school readiness of their children;

(b) service as a community convener around the needs of
preschool children and their families; and

(c) support of state-level school readiness priorities as
determined by the State Board;

(5) update a needs assessment every three years;

(6) implement fiscal policies and procedures as required by the
First Steps office and as needed to ensure fiscal accountability of all
funds appropriated to the partnership;

(7) keep accurate records of the partnership’s board meetings,
board member’s attendance, programs, and activities for annual
submission to the First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees;

(8) collect information and submit an annual report by October
first to the First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees, and
otherwise participate in the annual review and the three-year evaluation
of operations and programs. Before December 1, 2017, and annually
before December first thereafter, the Office of South Carolina First Steps
shall publish each local partnership’s comprehensive plan and annual
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report on the office’s website. Reports must include, but not be limited
to:

(a) determination of the current level and data pertaining to the
delivery and effectiveness of services for young children and their
families, including the numbers of preschool children and their families
served;

(b) strategic goals for increased availability, accessibility,
quality, and efficiency of activities and services for young children and
their families which will enable children to reach school ready to
succeed;

(¢) monitoring of progress toward strategic goals;

(d) report on implementation activities;

(e) recommendations for changes to the strategic plan which
may include new areas of implementation;

(f) evaluation and report of program effectiveness and client
satisfaction before, during, and after the implementation of the strategic
plan, where available; and

(g) estimation of cost savings attributable to increased
efficiency and effectiveness of delivery of services to young children and
their families, where available.

(B) Each local partnership may, in the performance of its duties,
employ or acquire staff pursuant to the local partnership bylaws
established by the South Carolina First Steps School to Readiness Board
of Trustees. Overhead costs of a First Step partnership’s operations may
not exceed eight percent of the total state funds appropriated for
partnership grants. The South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness
Board of Trustees shall contract with an independent cost accountant to
provide recommendations as to an adequate, and not excessive, overhead
cost rate for individual partnerships no later than July 1, 2017. Once
these recommendations are received, the First Steps to School Readiness
Board of Trustees may adjust the overhead percentage for the local
partnership. Once the overhead rates are established, the rates may not
be amended or revised for at least five years, and the board may not grant
a waiver from this provision to the local partnership. Local partnerships
that are not part of a multicounty partnership and exceed the overhead
cost rate are ineligible to receive state funds.”

State Board of Trustees, administrative responsibilities

SECTION 5. Section 63-11-1710 of the 1976 Code 1s amended to read:
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“Section 63-11-1710. (A) There is established the South Carolina
First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees, an eleemosynary
corporation, which shall oversee the South Carolina First Steps to School
Readiness initiative, a broad range of innovative early childhood
development and education, family support, health services, and
prevention efforts to meet critical needs of South Carolina’s children
through the awarding of grants to partnerships at the county level as
provided for in Section 59-152-90.

(B) The board may accept gifts, bequests, and grants from any person
or foundation. The fund and grants from the fund shall supplement and
augment, but not take the place of, services provided by local, state, or
federal agencies. The board of trustees shall carry out activities
necessary to administer the fund including assessing service needs and
gaps, soliciting proposals to address identified service needs, and
establishing criteria for the awarding of grants.

(C) The board must ensure the fiscal and programmatic
accountability of the administration of the State Office of First Steps
through the submission of annual reports as required by a state agency
including, but not limited to, required reports to the Office of the
Governor, General Assembly, State Department of Administration, State
Fiscal Accountability Authority, Comptroller General, Inspector
General, and State Auditor, which includes the annual accountability
report, debt collection report, composite bank account report, sole source
reportings, annual budget request beginning with the Governor’s annual
deadline, recovery audits, Inspector General’s fraud, waste, and abuse
report, and agency head salary commission reports. Required reporting
is to be made public on the recipient’s website in the same manner in
which state agency reports are made public.”

Study Committee eliminated, alternate oversight
SECTION 6. Section 63-11-1720 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Section 63-11-1720. (A) There is created the South Carolina First
Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees which must be chaired by
the Governor, or his designee, and must include the State Superintendent
of Education, or his designee, who shall serve as ex officio voting
members of the board.

(B) In making the appointments specified in subsection (C)(1), (2),
and (3) of this section, the Governor, President Pro Tempore of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall seek to
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ensure diverse geographical representation on the board by appointing
individuals from each congressional district as possible.

(C) The board shall include members appointed in the following
manner:

(1) the Governor shall appoint one member from each of the
following sectors:
(a) parents of young children;
(b) business community;
(c) early childhood educators;
(d) medical providers;
(e) child care and development providers; and
(f) the General Assembly, one member from the Senate and one
member from the House of Representatives;
(2) the President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall appoint one
member from each of the following sectors:
(a) parents of young children;
(b) business community;
(c) -early childhood educators; and
(d) medical or child care and development providers;
(3) the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint one
member from each of the following sectors:
(a) parents of young children;
(b) business community;
(c) -early childhood educators; and
(d) medical or child care and development;
(4) the Chairman of the Senate Education Committee or his
designee;
(5) the Chairman of the House Education and Public Works
Committee or his designee; and
(6) the chief executive officer of each of the following shall serve
as an ex officio voting member:
(a) Department of Social Services;
(b) Department of Health and Environmental Control;
(c) Department of Health and Human Services;
(d) Department of Disabilities and Special Needs;
(e) State Head Start Collaboration Officer; and
(f) Children’s Trust of South Carolina.

(D) The terms of the members are for four years and until their
successors are appointed and qualify. The appointments of the members
from the General Assembly shall be coterminous with their terms of
office.
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(E) Vacancies for any reason must be filled in the manner of the
original appointment for the unexpired term. A member may not serve
more than two terms or eight years, whichever is longer. A member who
misses more than three consecutive meetings without excuse or a
member who resigns must be replaced in the same manner as his
predecessor. Members may be paid per diem, mileage, and subsistence
as established by the board not to exceed standards provided by law for
boards, committees, and commissions. A complete report of the
activities of the First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees must
be made annually to the General Assembly.

(F) Inthe event South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness is not
reviewed by the House and Senate Legislative Oversight Committees
within the period prescribed by Section 2-2-20, a joint House and Senate
committee shall conduct a review. The joint committee shall consist of
five members appointed by the Chairman of the House Education and
Public Works Committee and five members appointed by the Chairman
of the Senate Education Committee. The committee must be co-chaired
by one member of the House and one member of the Senate. A report
must be provided to the Speaker of the House and President Pro Tempore
of the Senate within one hundred eighty days after the first meeting of
the joint committee.”

State Board of Trustees, salary duties
SECTION 7. Section 63-11-1740 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Section 63-11-1740. The South Carolina First Steps to School
Readiness Board of Trustees shall employ, by a majority vote, a director
of the Office of South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness and other
staff as necessary to carry out the South Carolina First Steps to School
Readiness initiative, established in Title 59, Chapter 152, and other
duties and responsibilities as assigned by the board. The director, with
the approval of the board, shall hire such staff as is considered necessary
to carry out the provisions of the initiative. The South Carolina First
Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees shall submit to the Agency
Head Salary Commission, pursuant to Sections 8-11-160 and 8-11-165,
justification of and recommendations for the salary and any salary
increases for the Executive Director of the South Carolina Office of First
Steps to School Readiness.”
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Sunset provision repealed, reauthorization
SECTION 8. Section 20B. of Act 287 of 2014 is repealed. Act 99 of

1999, South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Act, as amended
by this act, is reauthorized until June 30, 2025.

Repeal

SECTION 9. Section 63-11-1735 of the 1976 Code is repealed.
Time effective

SECTION 10. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 12" day of April, 2018.

Approved the 12" day of April, 2018.

No. 153
(R162, S340)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 1-3-230, CODE OF LAWS OF
SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE
APPOINTMENT OF SOUTH CAROLINA’S POET LAUREATE,
SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SOUTH CAROLINA ARTS
COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE THE GOVERNOR WITH
RECOMMENDATIONS OF QUALIFIED CANDIDATES AND
TO ESTABLISH TERMS OF OFFICE AND DUTIES.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Poet laureate appointment, term, and duties

SECTION 1. Section 1-3-230 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:
“Section 1-3-230. Upon the recommendation of qualified candidates

by the South Carolina Arts Commission, the Governor shall name and

appoint an outstanding and distinguished person of letters as poet
laureate for the State of South Carolina for a term of four years and until
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a successor has been appointed and qualified. A poet laureate is eligible
for reappointment one time. The poet laureate shall respond to requests
of the Governor and participate in other relevant public programming.”

Time effective
SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 12" day of April, 2018.

Approved the 17" day of April, 2018.

No. 154
(R164, S1014)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 44-7-2060, CODE OF LAWS OF
SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE POWERS AND
DUTIES OF A REGIONAL HEALTH SERVICES DISTRICT’S
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE
STATE INTEREST SHALL PREVAIL IF A CONFLICT EXISTS
BETWEEN THE ANTITRUST LAWS OF THE STATE OR THE
UNITED STATES AND THE EXERCISE OF POWER BY A
REGIONAL HEALTH SERVICES DISTRICT WITH RESPECT
TO THE OWNERSHIP, OPERATION, MANAGEMENT, OR
LEASE OF A HOSPITAL, HEALTH CARE FACILITY, OR
OTHER EXERCISE OF POWER.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
Regional health services districts, antitrust laws
SECTION 1. Section 44-7-2060 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Section 44-7-2060. (A) The board shall have the following powers
and duties:
(1) Have perpetual succession.
(2) Adopt, use, and alter a corporate seal.
(3) Make bylaws for the management and regulation of its affairs,
and define a quorum for its meetings.
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(4)(a) To acquire, by purchase or otherwise, any real property for
any authorized use;

(b) To acquire by purchase or otherwise personal property
deemed by it to be necessary and to dispose of such property when in its
judgment, it is in the best interest of the district.

(5) Deposit and withdraw moneys realized from the sale of
revenue bonds issued pursuant to provisions herein, and to expend the
moneys in the manner prescribed by the proceedings authorizing the
issuance of the revenue bonds.

(6) Deposit moneys derived from revenue producing facilities or
services in any bank or trust company having an office within the district
and withdraw the moneys for district purposes.

(7) Build, maintain, and equip and operate regional health care
facilities or any other hospital or health care related facility in its charge
under such rules and regulations as the board may from time to time
promulgate.

(8) Provide for the operation of its regional health care facilities
or any other hospital or health care related facility in its charge.

(9) Exercise the power of eminent domain in accordance with
Chapter 5, Title 28 of the 1976 Code.

(10) Appoint personnel and prescribe the duties of such, fix their
compensation and determine if and to what extent they shall be bonded
for the faithful performance of their duties.

(11) Employ technical or professional services as may be desirable
to the performance of the duties in the district.

(12) Apply for moneys from any source, public or private, made
available by grant or loan or both for the purposes of the district. All
federal moneys accepted under such terms and conditions as are
prescribed by the United States and as are consistent with state law, and
all other moneys accepted under this section shall be accepted and
expended by the board upon such terms and conditions as are prescribed
by the State or other sources thereof.

(13) To take such action as may be necessary to carry out the
purposes of this article.

(14) Lease land or any hospital facility to any public or private
hospital upon such terms, conditions and for such length of time as it
may determine to be appropriate consistent with the purpose of
providing health care services for the district.

(15) To exercise on behalf of the district all of the powers relating
to the issuance of bonds granted to the governing bodies of counties
under Article 11, Chapter 7, Title 44 of the 1976 Code (the Hospital
Revenue Bond Act).
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(B) As abasis for the power granted in subsection (A), the legislature
hereby finds that:

(1) the nature and scope of the powers conferred on regional health
services districts hereunder are such as may compel each regional health
services district, in the course of exercising its powers or by virtue of
such exercise of powers, to engage in activities that may be characterized
as ‘anticompetitive’ pursuant to the antitrust laws of this State or the
United States; and

(2) the state interest covered hereunder shall prevail if any such
conflict exists between the antitrust laws of the State or the United States
and the exercise of power hereunder by a regional health services district
with respect to the ownership, operation, management, or lease of a
hospital, health care facility, or other exercise of power hereunder, as an
expression of the overriding public policy of this State with respect to
the performance and fulfillment of a regional health service district’s
public purpose to ensure for the provision of adequate health care to
residents of this State.”

Time effective
SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 12" day of April, 2018.

Approved the 17" day of April, 2018.

No. 155
(R165, S1038)

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH
CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 4-10-390 SO AS TO
PROVIDE THAT FOR ANY COUNTY WHICH BEGAN THE
REIMPOSITION OF A CAPITAL PROJECTS SALES TAX ON
APRIL 1, 2013, AND REIMPOSED THE TAX AT THE 2016
GENERAL ELECTION, THE REIMPOSED TAX THAT
COMMENCED ON APRIL 1, 2013, IS EXTENDED UNTIL
APRIL 30, 2020, AND THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TAX
THAT WAS REIMPOSED AT THE 2016 GENERAL ELECTION



No. 155) OF SOUTH CAROLINA 1407

General and Permanent Laws--2018

ISDELAYED UNTIL MAY 1, 2020, AND EXPIRES ON APRIL 30,
2027.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Reimposition of capital projects sales tax

SECTION 1. Article 3, Chapter 10, Title 4 of the 1976 Code is amended
by adding:

“Section 4-10-390. For any county which began the reimposition of a
tax authorized by this article on April 1, 2013, and reimposed the tax at
the 2016 General Election:

(1) the reimposed tax that commenced on April 1, 2013, is extended
until April 30, 2020; and

(2) the commencement of the tax that was reimposed at the 2016
General Election is delayed until May 1, 2020, and expires on April 30,
2027.”

Time effective
SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 12" day of April, 2018.

Approved the 17" day of April, 2018.

No. 156
(R166, S1101)

AN ACT TO AMEND ACT 205 OF 2016, RELATING TO AN
EXEMPTION OF PRIVATE, FOR-PROFIT PIPELINE
COMPANIES FROM CERTAIN RIGHTS, POWERS, AND
PRIVILEGES OF TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE
COMPANIES THAT OTHERWISE ARE EXTENDED TO
PIPELINE COMPANIES, SO AS TO EXTEND THE SUNSET
PROVISION TO NOVEMBER 30, 2020.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
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Sunset provision extended

SECTION 1. SECTION 2 of Act 205 of 2016 is amended to read:

“SECTION 2. Unless the General Assembly amends Section 58-7-10
in any manner before the passing of three years after the effective date
of this act or if the language of subsection (B) is reenacted or otherwise
extended by the General Assembly, the provisions of subsection (B), as
added by this act, are repealed November 30, 2020.”

Time effective
SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 12" day of April, 2018.

Approved the 17" day of April, 2018.

No. 157
(R168, S1144)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 7-7-420, AS AMENDED, CODE
OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE
DESIGNATION OF VOTING PRECINCTS IN NEWBERRY
COUNTY, SO AS TO ELIMINATE THE MIDWAY PRECINCT,
AND TO REDESIGNATE THE MAP NUMBER ON WHICH THE
NAMES OF THESE PRECINCTS MAY BE FOUND AND
MAINTAINED BY THE REVENUE AND FISCAL AFFAIRS
OFFICE.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Designation of Newberry County voting precincts

SECTION 1. Section 7-7-420 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act
137 of 2018, is further amended to read:



No. 157) OF SOUTH CAROLINA 1409

General and Permanent Laws--2018

“Section 7-7-420. (A) In Newberry County there are the following
voting precincts:

Beth-Eden

Bush River

Chappells

Fairview

Hartford

Helena

Johnstone

Kinards-Jalapa

Little Mountain

Maybinton

Mt.Bethel-Garmany

Consolidated Number 5

Newberry Ward 1

Newberry Ward 2

Newberry Ward 3

Newberry Ward 4

Newberry Ward 5

Newberry Ward 6

Oakland

O’Neal

Peak

Pomaria

Prosperity City

Prosperity Outside

St. Phillips-Jolly Street

Silverstreet

Stoney Hill

Wheeland

Whitmire City

Whitmire Outside

(B) The precinct lines defining the precincts provided in subsection
(A) in Newberry County are as shown on the official map prepared by
and on file with the Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office designated as
document P-71-18 A and as shown on copies of the official map provided
by the office to the State Election Commission and the Board of Voter
Registration and Elections of Newberry County.

(C) The polling places for the precincts provided in this section must
be established by the Board of Voter Registration and Elections of
Newberry County subject to the approval of the majority of the
Newberry County Delegation.”
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Time effective
SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 12" day of April, 2018.

Approved the 17" day of April, 2018.

No. 158
(R169, H4654)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 38-43-100, CODE OF LAWS OF
SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO LICENSING
REQUIREMENTS FOR INDIVIDUAL AND AGENCY
INSURANCE PRODUCERS, SO AS TO ESTABLISH CERTAIN
CHARACTER REQUIREMENTS AND REQUIRE AN
APPLICANT TO PROVIDE A COMPLETE SET OF
FINGERPRINTS WITH THE APPLICATION, TO PROVIDE
THAT FAILURE TO PROVIDE A COMPLETE SET OF
FINGERPRINTS CONSTITUTES GROUNDS FOR DENIAL OF
AN APPLICATION, AND TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS TO THE
FINGERPRINTING REQUIREMENT UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
Insurance producer license, character and fingerprint requirements
SECTION 1. Section 38-43-100 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Section 38-43-100. (A) Business may not be done by the applicant
except following issuance of a producer’s license, and the license may
not be issued until the director or his designee has determined that the
applicant is qualified as an insurance producer, generally, and is
particularly qualified for the line of business in which the applicant
proposes to engage. The department shall promulgate regulations setting
forth qualifying standards of producers as to all lines of business and
shall require the producer applicant to stand a written examination. For
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the purpose of interstate reciprocity, the department shall identify by
bulletin which limited lines insurance are approved in South Carolina
and which are exempt from examination. A bank, finance company, or
other company handling credit transactions operating in this State and
utilizing one or more credit life or accident and health or credit property
producers in a particular geographical area who are licensed without
having taken the written examination is required to have readily
available at least one credit life or accident and health or credit property
producer to answer customers’ questions concerning credit life, credit
accident and health insurance, or credit property, or any combination of
these.

(B) A resident individual applying for an insurance producer license
shall pass an examination. The examination must test the knowledge of
the individual concerning the lines of authority for which application is
made, the duties and responsibilities of an insurance producer, and the
insurance laws and regulations of this State. The examination required
by this section must be developed and conducted under regulations
prescribed by the director or his designee.

(C) The director or his designee may make arrangements, including
contracting with an outside testing service, for administering licensing
examinations.

(D) Each individual applying for a licensing examination shall remit
a nonrefundable examination fee as required by the licensing exam
administrator.

(E) An individual who fails to appear for the examination as
scheduled or fails to pass the examination, shall reapply for an
examination and remit all required fees and forms before being
rescheduled for another examination.

(F) A person applying for a resident insurance producer license or a
person applying on behalf of the applicant shall make application to the
director or his designee on the Uniform Application and declare under
penalty of refusal, suspension, or revocation of the license that the
statements made in the application are true, correct, and complete to the
best of the applicant’s knowledge and belief. Before approving the
application, the director or his designee shall find that the applicant:

(1) 1is at least eighteen years of age;

(2) 1is aperson of good moral character and has not been convicted
of a felony or any act within the last ten years that is a ground for denial,
suspension, or revocation as provided for in Section 38-43-130 or been
convicted of a misdemeanor involving dishonesty, breach of trust, or
other financial- or insurance-related crime within five years;

(3) has paid the fees provided for in Section 38-43-80; and
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(4) has successfully passed the examination or examinations for
the line or lines of insurance for which the person has applied.

(5) Before a license is issued to an applicant or is renewed
permitting him to act as a resident producer, the applicant shall comply
with the licensing and renewal requirements set forth in this section and
by regulation. In addition to those licensing requirements, the applicant
shall:

(a) furnish a complete set of his fingerprints and the required
fees and information in accordance with this subsection to the director
or his designee. Failure to furnish the complete set of fingerprints and
required fees constitutes grounds for denial of an application for
licensure. However, the director may waive the fingerprinting
requirements if it is impossible for the applicant to provide fingerprints
due to a medically certified physical injury; and

(b) undergo a state criminal records check, supported by his
fingerprints, by the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED)
and a national criminal records check, supported by his fingerprints, by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). The results of these criminal
records checks must be reported to the department. SLED is authorized
to retain the fingerprints for use in identification purposes including, but
not limited to, unsolved latent prints. The cost associated with the
criminal history records checks must be borne by the applicant. The
applicant’s fingerprints must be certified by a law enforcement officer
authorized by SLED.

(G)(1) A licensed insurance producer seeking to renew their current
resident insurance producer license is exempt from the fingerprinting
requirement set forth in subsection (F)(5) if the applicant complies with
the requirements of this section and:

(a) has previously provided and has on file with the appropriate
agency of the State an accessible, current, complete, and legible set of
fingerprints submitted as part of an earlier application for a license or for
renewal of a license which was either approved or granted; and

(b) all licenses issued to the applicant by the department are in
good standing on the date of the subsequent application with all licenses.

(2) A resident producer who has allowed the license to lapse for
failure to comply with the continuing education requirements set forth in
Section 38-43-106 is not required to submit new fingerprint records if
the applicant has:

(a) applied to reinstate the same license within six months from
the compliance date;

(b) met the continuing insurance education requirements; and

(c) paid apenalty set forth by the director or his designee in full.
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(3) The director may require an applicant to furnish a complete set
of fingerprints and payment of all applicable fingerprint processing fees
for licensure or renewal of a license if the previously submitted set of
fingerprints is no longer usable for obtaining a criminal history check for
any reason.

(H) The individual’s producer license must contain the licensee’s
name, address, personal identification number, the date of issuance, the
line or lines of authority, and other information the director or his
designee considers necessary.

(D An agency acting as an insurance producer is required to obtain
an insurance producer license. Application must be made using the
Uniform Business Entity Application. Before approving the application,
the director or his designee shall find that:

(1) the agency has paid the fees as prescribed by Section 38-43-80;
and

(2) the agency has designated a licensed producer or other person
responsible for the business entity’s compliance with the insurance laws,
rules, and regulations of this State.

(J) The director or his designee may require any documents
reasonably necessary to verify the information contained in an
application.

(K) The agency’s license must contain the licensee’s name, address,
personal identification number, the date of issuance, and other
information the director or his designee considers necessary.

(L) Each insurer that sells, solicits, or negotiates any form of credit
insurance shall provide to each individual whose duties include selling,
soliciting, or negotiating credit insurance, a program of instruction that
has been filed with the director or his designee.”

Time effective
SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 12" day of April, 2018.

Approved the 17" day of April, 2018.



1414 STATUTES AT LARGE (No. 159

General and Permanent Laws--2018

No. 159
(R170, S499)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 56-1-148, CODE OF LAWS OF
SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE IDENTIFYING
CODE AFFIXED TO THE DRIVER’S LICENSE OF A PERSON
CONVICTED OF CERTAIN CRIMES, SO AS TO REMOVE THE
FIFTY DOLLAR FEE ASSOCIATED WITH PLACING THE
IDENTIFYING CODE ON A DRIVER’S LICENSE.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
Identifying code
SECTION 1. Section 56-1-148 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Section 56-1-148. (A) As used in this chapter ‘identifying code’
means a symbol, number, or letter of the alphabet developed by the
department to identify a person convicted of or pleading guilty or nolo
contendere to a crime of violence as defined in Section 16-23-10(3) on
or after July 1, 2011. The symbol, number, or letter of the alphabet shall
not be defined on the driver’s license or special identification card.

(B) In addition to the contents of a driver’s license provided for in
Section 56-1-140 or a special identification card provided for in Section
56-1-3350, a person who has been convicted of or pled guilty or nolo
contendere to a crime of violence as defined in Section 16-23-10(3) on
or after July 1, 2011, must have an identifying code determined by the
department affixed to the reverse side of his driver’s license or special
identification card. The code must identify the person as having been
convicted of a violent crime. The code must be developed by the
department and made known to the appropriate law enforcement officers
and judicial officials of this State.

(C) The presence of a special identifying code on a person’s driver’s
license or special identification card may not be used as a grounds to
extend the detention of the person by a law enforcement officer or
grounds for a search of the person or his vehicle.

(D) A person whose driver’s license or special identification card has
been canceled pursuant to Section 56-1-146 may apply for a new license
or special identification card in a manner prescribed by the department.
The department must issue by mail or in person a new license or special
identification card with the identifying code required by this section. The
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department must not issue a new driver’s license to a person during any
period of suspension or revocation for any reason other than Section
56-1-146 and a driver’s license may only be issued after the period of
suspension or revocation has ended and the person is otherwise eligible
to be issued a license.

(E) The intent of placing an identifying code on a driver’s license or
special identification card that identifies a person who has been
convicted of a crime of violence as defined in Section 16-23-10(3) is to
promote the state’s fundamental right to provide for the public health,
welfare, and safety of its citizens and law enforcement officers.
Notwithstanding this legitimate stated purpose, this provision is not
intended to violate the guaranteed constitutional rights of persons who
have violated our state’s laws.

(F) If aperson’s conviction or guilty plea for a crime of violence as
defined in Section 16-23-10(3) is reversed on appeal, or if the person is
subsequently pardoned, then the person may apply for a driver’s license
or special identification card that does not have the identifying code
affixed.

(G) A person who is not convicted of a subsequent crime of violence
as defined in Section 16-23-10(3) for five years after he has completely
satisfied the terms of his sentence or during the term of the person’s
probation or parole, whichever the sentencing judge determines is
appropriate, may file an application with the department to have the
identifying code affixed to his driver’s license or special identification
card removed.

(H) A person must provide appropriate supporting documentation
prescribed by the department to verify his eligibility to have the
identifying code removed pursuant to subsection (F) or (G). Upon
verification and payment of the fee provided in Section 56-1-140, the
person must be issued a new driver’s license or special identification
card.”

Time effective
SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 1% day of May, 2018.

Approved the 3" day of May, 2018.
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No. 160
(R171, S805)

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH
CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 22 TO CHAPTER 11,
TITLE 63 SO AS TO CREATE THE DEPARTMENT OF
CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY, TO PROVIDE THAT THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL BE HEADED BY THE STATE CHILD
ADVOCATE, TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
BE COMPRISED OF DEPUTY CHILD ADVOCATES,
INVESTIGATORS, AND OTHER STAFF TO BE EMPLOYED AS
NECESSARY BY THE STATE CHILD ADVOCATE, TO
PROVIDE THAT THE STATE CHILD ADVOCATE IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT CHILDREN RECEIVE
ADEQUATE PROTECTION AND CARE FROM SERVICES OR
PROGRAMS OFFERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES, THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE, THE DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL, THE
DEPARTMENT OF DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL NEEDS, THE
JOHN DE LA HOWE SCHOOL, THE WIL LOU GRAY
OPPORTUNITY SCHOOL, AND THE SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF
AND THE BLIND, TO PROVIDE THAT RECORDS ACQUIRED
BY THE DEPARTMENT ARE CONFIDENTIAL, TO PROVIDE
FOR THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE
DEPARTMENT, INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO PERFORM AN
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION OF A CRITICAL INCIDENT
OR REVIEW A COMPLETED CRITICAL INCIDENT
INVESTIGATION PERFORMED BY A STATE AGENCY, AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES; TO AMEND SECTION 63-7-360,
RELATING TO MANDATORY REPORTING TO THE
CORONER, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE MEDICAL EXAMINER
OR CORONER TO REPORT SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE OR
NEGLECT FINDINGS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY; TO AMEND SECTION 63-11-500,
RELATING TO THE CASS ELIAS MCCARTER GUARDIAN AD
LITEM PROGRAM, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE
PROGRAM IS ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY; TO AMEND SECTIONS 63-11-700
AND 63-11-730, BOTH RELATING TO THE DIVISION FOR
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REVIEW OF THE FOSTER CARE OF CHILDREN, SO AS TO
PROVIDE THAT THE DIVISION IS WITHIN THE
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY; TO AMEND
SECTIONS 63-11-1310, 63-11-1340, 63-11-1360, AND 63-11-1510,
ALL RELATING TO THE CONTINUUM OF CARE FOR
EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED CHILDREN, SO AS TO
PROVIDE THAT THE CONTINUUM OF CARE IS WITHIN THE
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY; TO AMEND
SECTION 63-11-1930, RELATING TO THE STATE CHILD
FATALITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE, SO AS TO ADD THE
STATE CHILD ADVOCATE AS A COMMITTEE MEMBER; TO
AMEND SECTION 59-36-20, RELATING TO THE
COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND
SERVICES, SO AS TO DELETE ANY REFERENCE TO THE
CHILDREN’S CASE RESOLUTION SYSTEM; TO AMEND
SECTION 63-7-1990, RELATING TO CONFIDENTIALITY OF
CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT REPORTS, SO AS TO
AUTHORIZE RELEASE OF INFORMATION TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY; BY ADDING
SECTION 1-3-60 SO AS TO REQUIRE THE GOVERNOR TO
DESIGNATE THE AGENCY TO ADMINISTER THE SOUTH
CAROLINA DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL; TO
AMEND SECTION 1-11-10, RELATING TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION, SO AS TO MAKE
CONFORMING CHANGES; AND TO REPEAL ARTICLE 11 OF
CHAPTER 11, TITLE 63 RELATING TO THE CHILDREN’S
CASE RESOLUTION SYSTEM.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
Creation of the Department of Children’s Advocacy

SECTION 1. Chapter 11, Title 63 of the 1976 Code is amended by
adding:

“Article 22
Department of Children’s Advocacy
Section 63-11-2210. There is created the Department of Children’s

Advocacy. The department shall be headed by the State Child Advocate,
who is the director of the department. The Governor shall appoint the
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State Child Advocate from three candidates recommended by the Joint
Citizens and Legislative Committee on Children and upon the advice and
consent of the Senate for a term of six years. The Governor may
reappoint the State Child Advocate for additional terms. The State Child
Advocate is subject to removal by the Governor for malfeasance,
misfeasance, incompetency, absenteeism, conflicts of interest,
misconduct, persistent neglect of duty in office, or incapacity upon
recommendation of the Joint Citizens and Legislative Committee on
Children. A vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as appointment.

Section 63-11-2215. The Department of Administration shall
provide administrative support to the Department of Children’s
Advocacy for the performance of its duties, including, but not limited to,
financial accounting support, human resources administrative support,
information technology shared services support, procurement services,
and logistical support.

Section 63-11-2220. The department shall be comprised of deputy
child advocates, investigators, and other staff to be employed as
necessary by the State Child Advocate to carry out the duties of the
department as authorized by law. The deputy child advocates serve at
will and may be removed by the State Child Advocate. The State Child
Advocate shall fix the salaries of all staff subject to the funds authorized
in the annual general appropriations act.

Section 63-11-2230. For purposes of this article:

(1) “Critical incident’ means the fatality, near fatality, or serious
bodily or emotional injury of a child who is in the custody of or receiving
services from a state agency, or circumstances that result in a reasonable
belief that a state agency failed in its duty to protect a child, resulting in
the imminent risk or suffering of serious bodily or emotional injury, or
death, of a child.

(2) ‘State agency’ means an agency as provided in Section
63-11-2240(A).

Section 63-11-2240. (A) The State Child Advocate is responsible
for ensuring that children receive adequate protection and care from
services or programs offered by the Department of Social Services, the
Department of Mental Health, the Department of Health and Human
Services, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of Health
and Environmental Control, the Department of Disabilities and Special
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Needs, the John de la Howe School, the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity
School, and the School for the Deaf and the Blind.

(B) The State Child Advocate must not have been the director or
deputy director of a state agency for a period of four years preceding his
appointment. This subsection does not apply to deputy directors
employed by the Department of Children’s Advocacy.

(C) The State Child Advocate must be selected without regard to
political affiliation and on the basis of integrity and a capability for
strong leadership and must possess the following minimum
qualifications:

(1) a baccalaureate degree from an accredited college or
university; and

(2) at least ten years of experience in family or children’s law,
children’s social work, or children’s health and welfare.

Section 63-11-2250. Any and all information and records acquired
by the Department of Children’s Advocacy in the exercise of the office’s
purpose and duties under this chapter shall be confidential and exempt
from public disclosure under Chapter 4, Title 30.

Section 63-11-2260. The State Child Advocate shall receive
compensation as established under the provisions of Section 8-11-160
and for which funds have been authorized in the general appropriations
act.

Section 63-11-2270. The Department of Children’s Advocacy shall:

(1) ensure that children under the care of a state agency, particularly
children served by the child welfare or juvenile justice systems, receive
timely, safe, and effective services and shall safeguard the health, safety,
and well-being of all children receiving services;

(2) examine, on a system-wide basis, the care and services that state
agencies provide children and shall provide recommendations to
improve the quality of those services in order to give each child the
opportunity to live a full and productive life;

(3) develop and promote a broad vision for reform, driven by the
values and goals of child-serving agencies, to make the services and
programs provided by state agencies more effective for children, youth,
families, and communities;

(4) receive and investigate complaints related to the provision of
services to children by a state agency, shall review and monitor the
complaints that reasonably cause the department to believe that a child
may be in need of assistance, and shall ensure that the complaints are
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resolved. If a complaint is not resolved by the relevant state agency
within a reasonable period of time in light of the circumstances, if the
resolution is determined to be unsatisfactory to the State Child Advocate,
or if the complaint reasonably causes the State Child Advocate to believe
that a child may be in need of immediate assistance, then the State Child
Advocate may conduct an investigation of the complaint;

(5) receive and investigate complaints from children in the care of
the State, shall assist such children in resolving problems and concerns
associated with their placement and plans for lifelong adult connections
and independent living, shall ensure that relevant state agencies have
been alerted to the complaints, and shall facilitate intra-agency
cooperation, if appropriate;

(6) undertake activities designed to educate the public regarding the
services and the independent role of the department and the mission of
state agencies in providing services to children and families;

(7) annually submit a report to the Governor, President Pro Tempore
of the Senate, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Joint
Citizens and Legislative Committee on Children detailing the State
Child Advocate’s activities; and

(8) have access at any and all reasonable times to any facility,
residence, program, or portion thereof that is operated, licensed, or
funded by a state agency and shall have unrestricted access to all
electronic information systems records, reports, materials, and
employees in order to better understand the needs of children in the
custody of the State or children who are receiving services from a state
agency. The Department of Children’s Advocacy shall also have access
to relevant records held by the clerks of the family courts and the clerks
of the probate courts and shall also have the right to inspect and copy
such records, without cost.

Section 63-11-2280. (A) A state agency shall inform the
Department of Children’s Advocacy within twenty-four hours of a
critical incident.

(B) The State Child Advocate may perform an independent
investigation of a critical incident, or the State Child Advocate may
review a completed critical incident investigation performed by a state
agency. If the State Child Advocate conducts his own investigation, then
he shall investigate:

(1) the factual circumstances surrounding the critical incident;

(2) whether an agency’s activities or services provided to a
child and his family were adequate, appropriate, and in accordance with
agency policies and state and federal law; and
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(3) whether the agency’s policies, regulations, training, or
delivery of services or state law can be improved.

(C) As part of an investigation, the State Child Advocate may:

(1) administer oaths;

(2) examine witnesses under oath;

(3) issue subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum; and

(4) examine the records, reports, audits, reviews, papers, books,
recommendations, contracts, correspondence, or any other documents
maintained by an agency.

(D) The State Child Advocate may apply to a circuit court for an
order holding an individual in contempt of court if the individual refuses
to give sworn testimony under a subpoena issued by the State Child
Advocate or otherwise disobeys a subpoena or subpoena duces tecum
issued by the State Child Advocate.

(E) In addition to the reporting requirements in subsection (A), if the
State Child Advocate has reasonable cause to believe that a crime has
occurred or is occurring, then he shall immediately report the matter to
the appropriate state or federal law enforcement agencies and
prosecuting authorities with jurisdiction over the matter.

Section 63-11-2290. (A) The Department of Children’s Advocacy
shall establish a toll-free public telephone number and an electronic
complaint submission form on the department’s website for the purpose
of receiving complaints relative to the provision of services to children
by a state agency. The department shall transfer a complainant to the
appropriate agency if the complainant’s submission is related to abuse,
neglect, or an open matter within another agency.

(B) The following agencies must post the toll-free public telephone
number and the web address of the department’s electronic complaint
submission form prominently in clear view of all employees and the
public and in a conspicuous location on the agency’s website:

(1) Department of Social Services;

(2) Department of Mental Health;

(3) Department of Juvenile Justice;

(4) Department of Health and Environmental Control;
(5) Department of Health and Human Services;

(6) Department of Disabilities and Special Needs;

(7) John de la Howe School;

(8) School for the Deaf and the Blind; and

(9) Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School.
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Section 63-11-2295. (A) Complaints regarding any allegations
against the State Child Advocate, the Department of Children’s
Advocacy, or any of its affiliated divisions should be submitted in
writing to the State Inspector General under the authority provided by
the provisions of Chapter 6, Title 1. The State Inspector General shall
determine if an investigation is warranted and shall provide a written
finding at the end of an investigation, which must be provided to the
complainant, the Governor, the Joint Citizens and Legislative
Committee on Children, and the State Child Advocate. The State Child
Advocate shall develop policies and procedures for receipt of such
complaints and their referral to the State Inspector General.

(B) No discriminatory, disciplinary, or retaliatory action may be
taken against an employee of an agency, an employee of an entity
contracting with an agency, a foster parent, or a recipient of family and
children’s services for any communication made, or information given
or disclosed, to aid the department in carrying out its responsibilities,
unless the communication or information is made, given, or disclosed
maliciously or without good faith.”

Reporting of suspicious child death to coroner, Department of
Children’s Advocacy

SECTION 2. Section 63-7-360 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Section 63-7-360. A person required under Section 63-7-310 to
report cases of suspected child abuse or neglect, including workers of
the department, who has reason to believe a child has died as the result
of child abuse or neglect, shall report this information to the appropriate
medical examiner or coroner. Any other person who has reason to
believe that a child has died as a result of child abuse or neglect may
report this information to the appropriate medical examiner or coroner.
The medical examiner or coroner shall accept the report for investigation
and shall report his findings to the appropriate law enforcement agency,
the circuit solicitor’s office, the county department of social services, the
Department of Children’s Advocacy, and, if the institution making a
report is a hospital, the hospital.”

Cass Elias McCarter Guardian ad Litem Program, Department of
Children’s Advocacy

SECTION 3. Section 63-11-500(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to
read:
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“(A) There is created the Cass Elias McCarter Guardian ad Litem
Program in South Carolina. The program shall serve as a statewide
system to provide training and supervision to volunteers who serve as
court-appointed special advocates for children in abuse and neglect
proceedings within the family court, pursuant to Section 63-7-1620. This
program must be administered by the Department of Children’s
Advocacy.”

Division for Review of the Foster Care of Children, Department of
Children’s Advocacy

SECTION 4. Section 63-11-700(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to
read:

“(A) There is created, within the Department of Children’s Advocacy,
the Division for Review of the Foster Care of Children. The division
must be supported by a board consisting of seven members, all of whom
must be past or present members of local review boards. There must be
one member from each congressional district, all appointed by the
Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate.”

Employee background checks, Department of Children’s Advocacy

SECTION 5. Section 63-11-730(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to
read:

“(A)No person may be employed by the Department of Children’s
Advocacy or may serve on the state or a local foster care review board
if the person:

(1) is the subject of an indicated report or affirmative
determination of abuse or neglect as maintained by the Department of
Social Services in the Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect
pursuant to subarticle 13, Article 3, Chapter 7;

(2) has been convicted of or pled guilty or nolo contendere to:

(a) an ‘offense against the person’ as provided for in Title 16,
Chapter 3;

(b) an ‘offense against morality or decency’ as provided for in
Title 16, Chapter 15; or

(c) contributing to the delinquency of a minor, as provided for
in Section 16-17-490.”
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Continuum of Care for Emotionally Disturbed Children,
Department of Children’s Advocacy

SECTION 6. Section 63-11-1310 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Section 63-11-1310. It is the purpose of this article to develop and
enhance the delivery of services to severely emotionally disturbed
children and youth and to ensure that the special needs of this population
are met appropriately to the extent possible within this State. To achieve
this objective, the Continuum of Care for Emotionally Disturbed
Children Division is established as a division of the Department of
Children’s Advocacy. This article supplements and does not supplant
existing services provided to this population.”

Continuum of Care staffing
SECTION 7. Section 63-11-1340 of the 1976 Code 1s amended to read:

“Section 63-11-1340. The State Child Advocate may appoint a
Director of the Continuum of Care to serve at his pleasure. The director
shall employ staff necessary to carry out the provisions of this article.
The funds for the division director, staff, and other purposes of the
Continuum of Care Division must be provided in the annual general
appropriations act. The department, upon the recommendation of the
division director, may promulgate regulations in accordance with this
article and the provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act and
formulate necessary policies and procedures of administration and
operation to carry out effectively the objectives of this article.”

Continuum of Care, annual report

SECTION 8. Section 63-11-1360 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:
“Section 63-11-1360. The Continuum of Care Division shall submit

an annual report to the Governor and General Assembly on its activities

and recommendations for changes and improvements in the delivery of

services by public agencies serving children.”

Interagency System for Caring for Emotionally Disturbed Children,
Department of Children’s Advocacy

SECTION 9. Section 63-11-1510 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:
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“Section 63-11-1510. There is established the Interagency System for
Caring for Emotionally Disturbed Children, an integrated system of care
to be developed by the Continuum of Care for Emotionally Disturbed
Children in the Department of Children’s Advocacy, the Department of
Disabilities and Special Needs, the Department of Health and Human
Services, the Department of Mental Health, and the Department of
Social Services to be implemented by November 1, 1994. The goal of
the system is to implement South Carolina’s Families First Policy and to
support children in a manner that enables them to function in a
community setting. The system shall provide assessment and evaluation
procedures to insure a proper service plan and placement for each child.
This system must have as a key component the clear identification of the
agency accountable for monitoring on a regular basis each child’s care
plan and procedures to evaluate and certify the programs offered by
providers.”

State Child Fatality Advisory Committee membership, Department
of Children’s Advocacy

SECTION 10. Section 63-11-1930(A) of the 1976 Code is amended
by adding an appropriately numbered item to read:

“() the State Child Advocate.”

Special education system, eliminate Children’s Case Resolution
System

SECTION 11. Section 59-36-20 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Section 59-36-20. (A) The State Board of Education and the State
Department of Education are responsible for establishing a
comprehensive system of special education and related services and for
ensuring that the requirements of the Federal Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act are carried out. Other state agencies which
provide services for children with disabilities are directed to cooperate
in the establishment and support of the system. Agencies with
responsibilities under this chapter include: the Department of Mental
Retardation, the School for the Deaf and the Blind, the Commission for
the Blind, the Department of Health and Environmental Control, the
Department of Mental Health, the State Department of Social Services,
Continuum of Care, and the State Department of Education.
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(B) All public education programs for children with disabilities
within the State, including all programs administered by any other state
or local agency, are under the general supervision of the persons
responsible for education programs for children with disabilities in the
State Department of Education and must meet the standards of the State
Board of Education.

(C) No provision of this section or of this chapter may be construed
to limit the responsibilities of agencies other than the Department of
Education from providing or paying for some or all of the cost of services
to be provided the state’s children with disabilities and the level of
service must, at a minimum, be similar to that provided individuals with
similar needs. ”’

Confidentiality of child abuse reports, Department of Children’s
Advocacy exception

SECTION 12. Items (1), (21), (22), and (23) of Section 63-7-1990(B)
are amended to read:

“(1) the Department of Children’s Advocacy;

(21) the Division for the Review of the Foster Care of Children, for
purposes of certifying in accordance with Section 63-11-730 that no
potential employee or no nominee to and no member of the state or a
local foster care review board is a subject of an indicated report or
affirmative determination;

(22) employees of the Division for the Review of the Foster Care of
Children and members of local boards when carrying out their duties
pursuant to Article 7, Chapter 11; the department and the division shall
limit by written agreement or regulation, or both, the documents and
information to be furnished to the local boards;

(23) the Division of Guardian ad Litem, for purposes of certifying that
no potential employee or volunteer is the subject of an indicated report
or an affirmative determination;”

Governor designation of agency to administer South Carolina
Developmental Disabilities Council

SECTION 13. Article 1, Chapter 3, Title 1 of the 1976 Code is
amended by adding:
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“Section 1-3-60. The Governor shall designate, by executive order,
the appropriate agency to administer the South Carolina Developmental
Disabilities Council in accordance with the Federal Developmental
Disabilities Act of 2000, Pub. Law 106-402. The Department of
Administration shall provide such administrative support to the
Developmental Disabilities Council as it may request and require in the
performance of its duties, including, but not limited to, financial
accounting support, human resources administrative support,
information technology shared services support, procurement services,
and logistical support.”

Transfer of South Carolina Developmental Disabilities Council
from Department of Administration

SECTION 14. Section 1-11-10(A)(5) of the 1976 Code is deleted.
Repeal of Children’s Case Resolution System

SECTION 15. Article 11, Chapter 11, Title 63 of the 1976 Code is
repealed.

Elimination of Children’s Case Resolution System
SECTION 16. Section 1-11-10(A)(8) of the 1976 Code is deleted.
One subject

SECTION 17. The General Assembly finds that the sections presented
in this act constitute one subject as required by Section 17, Article III of
the South Carolina Constitution, 1895, in particular finding that each
change and each topic relates directly to or in conjunction with other
sections on the subject of establishing the Department of Children’s
Advocacy as clearly enumerated in the title.

The General Assembly further finds that a common purpose or
relationship exists among the sections, representing a potential plurality
but not disunity of topics, notwithstanding that reasonable minds might
differ in identifying more than one topic contained in the act.
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Transfer of duties, programs, and services to Department of
Children’s Advocacy

SECTION 18. A.Where the provisions of this act transfer duties,
programs, or services of the Department of Administration to the
Department of Children’s Advocacy, the employees, authorized
appropriations, and assets and liabilities of these divisions, services, and
programs also are transferred to and become part of the Department of
Children’s Advocacy. All classified or unclassified personnel employed
by the divisions, programs, services, or initiatives transferred from the
Department of Administration, either by contract or by employment at
will, become on July 1, 2019, employees of the Department of
Children’s Advocacy, with the same compensation, classification, and
grade level, as applicable. Before the transfer of the applicable divisions,
programs, services, or initiatives of the Department of Administration
pursuant to this act, these agencies and organizations shall cause all
necessary actions to be taken to accomplish this transfer in accordance
with state and federal laws and regulations.

B.Applicable regulations promulgated by the Department of
Administration are continued and are considered to be promulgated by
the Department of Children’s Advocacy. Applicable contracts entered
into by the Department of Administration are continued and are
considered to be devolved upon the Department of Children’s Advocacy
at the time of the transfer.

Savings

SECTION 19. The repeal or amendment by this act of any law,
whether temporary, permanent, civil, or criminal, does not affect
pending actions, rights, duties, or liabilities founded thereon or alter,
discharge, release, or extinguish any penalty, forfeiture, or liability
incurred under the repealed or amended law, unless the repealed or
amended provision shall so expressly provide. After the effective date of
this act, all laws repealed or amended by this act must be taken and
treated as remaining in full force and effect for the purpose of sustaining
any pending or vested right, civil action, special proceeding, criminal
prosecution, or appeal existing as of the effective date of this act and for
the enforcement of rights, duties, penalties, forfeitures, and liabilities as
they stood under the repealed or amended laws.
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Severability

SECTION 20. If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph,
sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this act is for any reason held to be
unconstitutional or invalid, then such holding shall not affect the
constitutionality or validity of the remaining portions of this act, the
General Assembly hereby declaring that it would have passed this act
and each and every section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph,
sentence, clause, phrase, and word thereof, irrespective of the fact that
any one or more other sections, subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs,
sentences, clauses, phrases, or words hercof may be declared to be
unconstitutional, invalid, or otherwise ineffective.

Time effective
SECTION 21. This act takes effect July 1, 2019.
Ratified the 1% day of May, 2018.

Approved the 3™ day of May, 2018.

No. 161
(R172, S937)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 59-53-600, CODE OF LAWS OF
SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE TEMPORARY
DEVOLUTION OF POWERS, DUTIES, AND OBLIGATIONS
VESTED IN THE DENMARK TECHNICAL COLLEGE AREA
COMMISSION TO THE STATE BOARD FOR TECHNICAL
AND COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION, SO AS TO EXTEND
THE DEVOLUTION TO JANUARY 1, 2019, AND MAKE
CONFORMING CHANGES; AND TO REPEAL SECTION
59-53-600 EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2019.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
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Devolution of powers extended

SECTION 1. Section 59-53-600(A) and (B) of the 1976 Code is
amended to read:

“(A) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, during the
time period beginning May 1, 2017, and ending January 1, 2019, all
powers, duties, and obligations vested in the Denmark Technical College
Area Commission, as provided in this article, are devolved upon and
become the powers, duties, and obligations of the State Board for
Technical and Comprehensive Education. The state board shall consult
with and receive input from the Denmark Technical College Area
Commission. On January 1, 2019, all powers, duties, and obligations
vested in the state board pursuant to this section shall revert back to the
Denmark Technical College Area Commission.

(B) During the twenty-month period beginning on May 1, 2017, the
state board shall provide quarterly status reports to the Chairman of the
Senate Finance Committee and the Chairman of the House Ways and
Means Committee concerning its activities in relation to Denmark
Technical College, its operations, financial standing, recruitment and
retention of students, actions taken to stabilize the college, and any other
matters the state board deems relevant.”

Repeal

SECTION 2. Section 59-53-600 of the 1976 Code is repealed January
1,2019.

Time effective
SECTION 3. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 1% day of May, 2018.

Approved the 3" day of May, 2018.
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No. 162
(R173, S1041)

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH
CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 37-6-119 SO AS TO
PROHIBIT A PERSON FROM SOLICITING OR
UNLAWFULLY OBTAINING THE MONEY, PROPERTY, OR
PERSONAL  IDENTIFYING INFORMATION OF A
VULNERABLE ADULT, TO PROVIDE A CIVIL REMEDY FOR
THE VULNERABLE ADULT, AND TO PROVIDE A CRIMINAL
PENALTY.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Trade practices targeting vulnerable adults prohibited

SECTION 1. Part 1, Chapter 6, Title 37 of the 1976 Code is amended
by adding:

“Section 37-6-119. (A) For the purpose of this section:

(1) ‘Personal identifying information’ has the same meaning as
provided in Section 16-13-510(D).

(2) ‘Vulnerable adult’ has the same meaning as provided in
Section 43-35-10(11).

(B) A person shall not knowingly or wilfully solicit or obtain by
deception, intimidation, undue influence, or false, misleading, or
deceptive acts or practices:

(1) the money or property of a vulnerable adult; or

(2) the personal identifying information of a vulnerable adult for
the purposes of committing financial identity fraud or identity fraud as
defined in Section 16-13-510.

(C) A vulnerable adult, a person legally authorized, or the estate of
an injured vulnerable adult may file a civil action to enforce the
provisions of this section and may recover three times the amount of
actual damages or three thousand dollars for each violation, whichever
is greater, as well as reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs. In
addition, a person seeking damages pursuant to this section may pursue
a civil action to enjoin and restrain future acts constituting a violation of
this statute.

(D) For violations of this section, the administrator may issue an
administrative order to cease and desist, to return property or money
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received in violation of this section, and to impose penalties of up to ten
thousand dollars per violation. The administrator may bring a civil action
seeking equitable relief. Penalties received shall be retained by the
administrator for administration of this title.

(E) Upon conviction, a person violating this section is guilty of:

(1) a misdemeanor, if the total value of the money or property
obtained or sought to be obtained is two thousand dollars or less. The
person must be fined not less than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned
for not more than thirty days, or both;

(2) a felony, if the total value of money or property obtained or
sought to be obtained is more than two thousand dollars but less than ten
thousand dollars. The person must be fined in the discretion of the court
or imprisoned for not more than five years, or both; or

(3) a felony, if the total value of the money or property obtained
or sought to be obtained is ten thousand dollars or more. The person must
be fined in the discretion of the court or imprisoned for not more than
ten years, or both.

(F) Violations of this section may be considered grounds for
revocation, suspension, or nonrenewal of a professional license or
registration issued by an agency of this State.

(G) A violation of this section is considered a violation of Section
39-5-20.

(H) The remedial provisions of this chapter are cumulative of and in
addition to any action at law or equity taken by the administrator.”

Time effective
SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 1% day of May, 2018.

Approved the 3" day of May, 2018.

No. 163
(R175, H3177)
AN ACT TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH

CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 1-31-60 SO AS TO
REQUIRE THAT ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT
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RECOGNIZED NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN GROUPS
CONTINUE TO BE RECOGNIZED AND ELIGIBLE TO
EXERCISE PRIVILEGES AND OBLIGATIONS AUTHORIZED
BY THAT DESIGNATION, THAT THE COMMISSION FOR
MINORITY AFFAIRS CEASE TO RECOGNIZE ADDITIONAL
NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN GROUPS, THAT ANY
REGULATIONS PROVIDING FOR RECOGNITION AS A
NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN GROUP ARE REPEALED, AND
THAT THE COMMISSION REVISE ITS REGULATIONS TO
PROVIDE FOR THE PRIVILEGES AND OBLIGATIONS OF
NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN GROUPS THAT CONTINUE TO
BE RECOGNIZED.

Whereas, Chapter 139 of the South Carolina Code of Regulations
provides for recognition of Native American Indian Groups; and

Whereas, under the definition of “Native American In