Trident Technical College  and Greenville Technical College-Position on Effective use of EBS (ITFS) Excess Capacity
History and Use of ITFS at TTC and GTC.

In the late 1980’s Trident Technical College committed the resources to compete for its first Title III grant from the U.S. Department of Education. The College was successful and the award, totaling $603,000, provided the College the means to improve accessibility of academic programs, especially for underserved populations having limited financial resources. The college built a system using Instructional Television Fixed Service (ITFS) technology to broadcast courses among the college’s three campuses in its service area: the Main Campus in North Charleston, the Palmer Campus on the Eastside of downtown Charleston and the Berkeley Campus in Moncks Corner. Greenville Technical College also won a highly competitive Title III grant to establish a similar ITFS system.  TTC and Greenville Technical Colleges have two licenses and 8 EBS channels each. 

The TTC Title III grant funded the ITFS technology (towers, dishes, and transmitters), two broadcast classrooms and a professional television studio. Building this system required the college to obtain FCC licenses, which by law cannot be transferred.  For the past 16 years, the college has broadcast courses among our three campuses to over 40,000 students using this system. As many as 22 courses per semester have been broadcast in a variety of academic disciplines. In addition, the equipment in both classrooms and the studio has been used consistently by members of the faculty to educate students enrolled in the Radio, Television and Film academic programs. The Radio/Television Associate degree program has enrolled more than 1,200 students in the past 14 years.

Recent FCC Changes.

In January 2005, the Federal Communication Commission (FCC) changed the name of the licenses from ITFS to Educational Broadband Service (EBS). From January 2005, to January 2009, the FCC will be transitioning these EBS licenses so they can better serve the Basic Trading Area (BTA) in the state. The colleges cannot afford to fund these transitions without a partnership with a private-sector telecommunications company. As long as the colleges follow the FCC substantive use requirements,  they can each partner with a telecommunications company to lease excess capacity to deliver digital services within the BTA of the college.  TTC’s service area includes Berkeley, Charleston and Dorchester Counties, all within the BTA of the College and GTC’s service area of Greenville County is within its BTA.  

How can these FCC changes benefit the citizens of SC?

Through these recent FCC changes, the licenses owned by the colleges can be used to provide digital wireless access to SC citizens. Private-sector partners have expressed interest in converting the current analog EBS channels to multiple digital channels in order to provide WiMax (i.e., 2 mile/3600 transmission) services. This means that TTC and GTC can enter into a partnership with a telecommunications company to allow use of “excess capacity” for the benefit of SC citizens while also retaining the ability for each college to provide wireless access to the underserved citizens in the rural areas of our service areas. 

Generation of revenue through leasing of excess capacity and Public-Private Partnerships.

GTC and TTC could generate revenue through  partnership with a private-sector telecommunications company to (1) expand wireless Internet service to the rural areas of our respective service areas and (2) to fund additional projects to enhance educational and economic development efforts . 

Additionally, the Trident Technical College Enterprise Campus Authority (TTC ECA) was established by the General Assembly in 2006.  The purpose of the legislation was to enhance the state’s economic development efforts. The TTC ECA and private industry will be able to develop partnerships, for instance, the location and development of film industries and high-technology businesses and industries on TTC ECA property.   We can also foresee additional high-technology ventures related to the further development of partnerships within the telecommunications industry. 
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