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Providing broadband access to un-served communities is an objective that South Carolina shares with many governmental bodies across the United States and around the world.   Closing the digital divide, providing affordable, high speed Internet access while addressing the various inhibitors to broadband uptake, is a campaign being waged at all levels.  I am pleased to have this opportunity to attempt to assist South Carolina by providing technical insights that can inform this committee’s deliberations.  I emphasize that my role is to provide technical and not policy guidance.  The State of South Carolina is in the advantageous and position of holding licenses for a substantial amount of spectrum that can be used for the provision of broadband wireless access services.  This is truly a unique situation that presents this committee with a very important decision on how to make the best use of that valuable natural resource.  Providing you with a sound technical basis for those decisions is my mission today.

Specifically, my goal is to educate the committee about spectrum-related issues associated with the deployment of broadband wireless access service.  I will talk about those aspects of wireless technology and radio propagation that make some bands more or less attractive than others and make the deployment and operation of BWA networks more or less viable economically.  I will talk about what “an entity” is able to do, regardless of whether that entity is in the private, public or quasi-public sector.   The standards for a successful “business case” would certainly differ depending on the type of entity deploying a BWA service.  However, the issues I will be addressing relate to improving system performance and reducing costs – objectives that would benefit any entity building and/or operating a BWA network.

My most sincere hope is that South Carolina will succeed in closing the digital divide and improving the economic prospects for all its citizens.  I wish you all the best in your future deliberations and hope that my contribution today serves you well.

