 Joint Education Funding Study Committee Meeting

Wednesday, August 16, 2006

10:30 AM

105 Gressette Building

Attendance:

Chairman Hayes

Senator Setzler

Senator Matthews

Senator Fair

Senator Richardson

(Senator Courson)

Absent:

Senator Short

· Senator Hayes opened the meeting at 10:45 a.m. and introduced the committee members.

· Senator Courson spoke about the importance of having a select Joint Education Funding Study Committee.

· Committee staff was introduced, Clara Heinsohn and Lisa Nichols.

· Staff went over the committee’s tentative schedule and a few housekeeping issues.  At this time, the committee plans to meet every other Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. in room 105 of the Gressette building.

· Staff went through all documents in the members’ notebooks in great detail.  Spreadsheets were broken down and explained, and members’ questions were addressed.  The documents were divided into the following tabs: “Taxation & Education Funding,” “Revenue & Expenditures,” “EFA,” “Weighted Pupil Units,” “Index of Taxpaying Ability,” and “EIA Local Maintenance of Effort.”

· Members discussed the need to look at the “wealth” of counties and further into the definition of “wealth.”

· Members discussed that EFA works exactly as it is crafted while changes might need to be considered.  The chairman stated that the purpose of the committee is not to do away with EFA, some possible revisions or updating for the present and future might be necessary.

· Members questioned when the weightings (for WPU) were last changed.  Staff will get the information.  Members discussed that there are a few needed changes to be considered to the weightings classification list.  “English as a second language” may need to be one consideration while a member reminded the committee that the “No Child Left Behind Act” legislation might create a few limitations.

· The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, August 30, 2006 at 10:30 a.m.

*All Joint Education Funding Study Committee meetings are recorded.

