Judicial Screening Statistics

DEFINITIONS OF DATA FIELDS

NAME – Those persons, listed within the records of the Committee/Commission, as being an applicant/Candidate for election to the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Circuit Court or Administrative Law Judge Court.  Does not include applicants for gubernatorial appointment to Master-in-Equity.

YEAR – the year in which the Candidate was screened by the Committee/Commission in the Contest.  Elections may have been held in a later year.

RACE – the race of the Candidate being identified as African-American (A), Caucasian (C) or other (O).

GENDER – the gender of the Candidate being identified as female (F) or male (M).

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE SERVICE – the Candidate was either a serving or prior-serving S.C. legislator at the time of his candidacy (Y) or not (N).

APPLIED TO BE SCREENED – the Candidate filed an application with the Committee/Commission to be screened (Y) or not (N).

DETERMINED TO BE QUALIFIED – the Candidate was screened by the Committee/Commission and found to be qualified for the office sought (Q), or unqualified for the office sought (U) or the Committee/Commission did not issue a report (NR).  (W) indicates withdrawal at earlier stage.

WITHDREW – Candidate withdrew from Committee/Commission or General Assembly consideration at one of three stages:  (1) prior to screening (PS), (2) after screening but prior to issuance of Committee/Commission report (PR) or, (3) after the issuance of the Committee/Commission report but prior to the General Assembly’s voting in Joint Assembly (PV).

NOMINATED – Candidate was nominated by the Commission (N) or not nominated by the Commission (NN) for consideration by the General Assembly.  Nomination of Committee (prior to 1977) not required (NR).  (W) indicates withdrawal at earlier stage.

ELECTED – Contest proceeded to vote by Joint Assembly.  Candidate elected to office (E) or defeated (D).  (W) indicates withdrawal at earlier stage.

OFFICE SOUGHT – Judicial office sought:  (1) Supreme Court (SC), (2) Court of Appeals (CA), (3) Circuit Court (CC), (4) Family Court (FC), or (5) Administrative Law Court (ALC), or predecessor body.

SEAT SOUGHT – Circuit or Circuit and Seat or Seat # sought in Contest.

IDENTIFICATION OF JUDICIAL CONTEST – sequential enumeration of each Judicial Contest (captures all Candidates for a particular seat in a particular year).  To number use last two digits of year and two digits after:  76-01, 76-02; 99-01, 99-02.

INCUMBENT IN SEAT AT TIME OF CONTEST – Candidate was incumbent seeking reelection to same court and seat (I) or was not such an incumbent (NI).

PRESENCE OF INCUMBENT IN CONTEST – Refers to Contest where one of the Candidates seeking election was an incumbent seeking reelection to the same Court and Seat (PI) or there was no such incumbent present (NP).

