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On August 26, 2015, a motion was adopted for the House Oversight Committee to commence an 

investigation into state agencies, including, but not limited to the Department of Social Services, the 

Department of Health and Environmental Control, and the Department of Health and Human Services, 

relationship with, funding of, and other activities relating to Planned Parenthood facilities and other 

abortion providers in South Carolina.  

Pursuant to Committee Rule 6.1, an ad hoc committee was appointed to undertake the study as stated in 

the motion.   
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Visual Summary Table 1.  Key dates of the study process 

 

House Legislative Oversight Committee's Actions

ωAugust 26, 2015 - motion was adopted for the House Oversight Committee to commence an investigation into state agencies, including, 
but not limited to the Department of Social Services, the Department of Health and Environmental Control, and the Department of Health 
and Human Services, relationship with, funding of, and other activities relating to Planned Parenthood facilities and other abortion 
providers in South Carolina

ωSeptember 3, 2015- pursuant to Committee Rule 6.1 the following Legislative Oversight Committee Members were appointed to an ad 
hoc committee to undertake the study as stated in the motion: the Honorable Nathan Ballentine; the Honorable Gary E. Clary; the 
Honorable Raye Felder; the Honorable Mia S. McLeod; the Honorable Walton J. McLeod; the Honorable Robert L. Ridgeway, III; the 
Honorable James E. Smith, Jr.; the Honorable Tommy M. Stringer; and the Honorable Bill Taylor; additionally, on this date, pursuant to 
Committee Rule 6.2, the Honorable Gary E. Clary was appointed Chair

Ad Hoc Committee's Actions

ωSeptember 30, 2015 - holds first meeting with representatives in attendance from the Department of Social Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, General Assembly's Legislative Audit Council, and Department of Health and Environmental Control

ωNovember 12, 2015- holds second meeting with representatives in attendance from the Department of Health and Environmental 
Control, Department of Social Services, Department of Health and Human Services, and Department of Corrections

ωDecember 1, 2015 - holds third meeting with representatives in attendance from the Department of Health and Environmental Control 
and Department of Health and Human Services

ωDecember 14, 2015 - sendsfollow up request for additional information to the Department of Social Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, Department of Health and Environmental Control, and Department of Corrections

ωJanuary 11, 2016 - holds fourth meeting with representatives in attendance from the Department of Health and Environmental Control, 
Department of Health and Human Services, Department of Corrections, and Department of Social Services

ωJanuary 21, 2016 - holds fifth meeting with representatives in attendance from the Department of Health and Environmental Control in 
order to vote on the inclusion of certain recommendations in the Ad Hoc Committee's Study

ωJanuary 21, 2016 - requests an Attorney General Opinion, which is received on February 10, 2016

ωFebruary 25, 2016 - holds sixth meeting with represtenatives in attendance from the Department of Health and Environmental Control in 
order to vote on the inclusion of certain recommendations in the Ad Hoc Committee's Study



 

5 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Visual Summary Figure 1.  Snapshots of study information available online 
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Visual Summary Table 2.  OǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΩ relationship with, funding of, and other activities relating to Planned Parenthood facilities 
and other abortion providers in South Carolina 

Agency  Relationship Funding Other Activities 
Department of Social Services There are not (1) state or federal statutes, (2) state or federal 

regulations, or (3) agency standard practices that require personnel 
at the agency to communicate about abortions with Planned 
Parenthood, or any other abortion providers in South Carolina. 

Agency does not receive any funding or monies related to abortions from Planned 
Parenthood or any other abortion providers in South Carolina. 
 
In supplemental material provided to the ad hoc committee on January 5, 2016, the 
ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛǘ άǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǾŜƴŘƻǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ aŀȅ 2010 and determined that 
ƴƻ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ tƭŀƴƴŜŘ tŀǊŜƴǘƘƻƻŘΦέ 
 
During the January 11, 2016, meeting, an agency representative testified that funds which 
flow through the agency to the SC Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy for pregnancy 
prevention services have not gone to Planned Parenthood or any other abortion providers. 
 

bƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ tƭŀƴƴŜŘ tŀǊŜƴǘƘƻƻŘ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
abortion providers in South Carolina. 
 
!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ activities which indirectly relate are those activities related to South Carolina laws on judicial 
bypass, a process which allows a minor to petition the court to obtain an abortion without parental 
consent.  The process is set forth in South Carolina Code of Laws Section 44-41-32. 
 
Agency does not review records relating to how fetal remains are disposed of or donated.  Further, an 
agency representative testified the agency was not aware of any evidence which indicates that fetal 
tissue was sold or donated. 

Department of Health and Human Services There are (1) state or federal statutes, (2) state or federal 
regulations, and (3) agency standard practices that require 
personnel at the agency to communicate about abortions with 
Planned Parenthood, or other abortion providers in South Carolina. 

The agency (1) directly provides funding to Planned Parenthood or other abortion 
providers in South Carolina; (2) provides other funding that is intended to go toward 
Planned Parenthood or other abortion providers in South Carolina; and (3) provides other 
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ 
Planned Parenthood or other abortion providers in South Carolina. 
 
Payment for allowable claims is determined by the Medicaid fee schedule.  Planned 
Parenthood enrolls and bills in the same manner as other providers. 
 
There were 29 abortions paid by Medicaid during the five-year period from FY 2011 
through FY 2015 that met the standard set by the federal Hyde-Amendment.  Four of these 
abortions arose because the pregnancy resulted from an act of rape or incest.  The other 
25 were conducted because the pregnancy placed the woman in danger of death unless 
the abortion was performed. None of these abortions were conducted at a Planned 
Parenthood facility.   

There are agency activities that (1) directly and (2) indirectly relate to abortions at Planned Parenthood 
or other abortion providers in South Carolina. 
 
The agency indicated in its December 23, 2015, response that it had not encountered any evidence 
ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŜǘŀƭ 
tissue. 

Department of Health and Environmental 
Control 

There are (1) state or federal statutes, (2) state or federal 
regulations, and (3) agency standard practices that require 
personnel at the agency to communicate about abortions with 
Planned Parenthood, or other abortion providers in South Carolina. 

The agency receives funding or monies related to abortions at Planned Parenthood or 
other abortion providers in South Carolina.   
 
The agency does not (1) directly provide funding to Planned Parenthood or other abortion 
providers in South Carolina; (2) provide other funding that was intended to go toward 
Planned Parenthood or other abortion providers in South Carolina; or (3) provide other 
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ 
Planned Parenthood or other abortion providers in South Carolina. 
 
Costs to the agency to conduct a typical inspection of an abortion clinic is available online.   
 
The agency provided a final tally of the fees, fines, and penalties collected to date, and 
provided the purpose of each, along with information about the way in which the money 
was distributed, which is available online. 
 
In supplemental materials provided to the ad hoc committee on January 8, 2016, the 
ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛǘ άŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tƭŀƴƴŜŘ tŀǊŜƴǘƘƻƻŘ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
abortion provider for pregnancy prevention or comprehensive health education 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ƛǘǎ 
obligations as part of a three-year Title X Federal grant totaling $6,435,900 that supports 
thŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ Ŧŀmily planning clinical services. 

There are agency activities that (1) directly and (2) indirectly relate to abortions at Planned Parenthood 
or other abortion providers in South Carolina. 
 
The agency provided the ad hoc committee with a five-ȅŜŀǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
Planned Parenthood. 
 
Previous inspections by the agency have not uncovered evidence of abortion clinics donating fetal 
tissue for medical research or any other reason or purpose. 
 
On May 6, 2015, the GeneǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ !ǳŘƛǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ A Review of the S.C. 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΩǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴ /ƭƛƴƛŎǎΦ 

Department of Corrections Agency head testified the agency does not have a relationship with 
any abortion provider.   

Agency does not pay for any elective procedure for an inmate, including an abortion.  
However, an inmate may elect to have an abortion.  In that event, the inmate has to fund 
the procedure and transportation to the abortion provider facility.  
 
Agency does pay for an abortion if the procedure is deemed medically necessary, and thus 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƛƎƘǘƘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
States Constitution. 
 
Agency representatives testified the agency has not provided state funding to Planned 
Parenthood.  

Agency head testified there are not circumstances in which an agency employee would recommend 
that an inmate have an abortion. 
 
Agency does not review records relating to how fetal remains are disposed of or donated. 

 




