
THE STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT PLANNING OR ZONING OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES
MINUTES OF MEETING
 HELD ON Wednesday, October 13, 2004

at 2:00 p.m.

SCAC BOARD ROOM

1919 Thurmond Mall

COLUMBIA, SC 29201



Members Present:
Steve Riley, Chairman; Phil England, Terry Farris, Donna London and Dennis Lambries, committee members.
Members Absent:
None.
Guests Present:
Robert Croom and Sidney Evering, S.C.A.C.


1. CALL TO ORDER

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.
2. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT COMPLIANCE
Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Terry Farris moved to approve the agenda.  Dennis Lambries seconded. The motion was passed with a vote of 4-0.
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Dennis Lambries moved to approve the minutes of the July 29, 2004 meeting.  Donna London seconded.  The motion was passed with a vote of 4-0.
5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reviewed highlights of his submitted report.
6. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
None.

7. APPEARANCE BY CITIZENS

None.
8. OLD BUSINESS
a) Interim Appointment for Terry Farris

The Governor’s office is considering an interim appointment for Terry Farris.

b) Reappointments

Terry, Phil, Dennis and Steve will all need to go through reconfirmation during the upcoming Legislative session.  Nominating entities are aware and the process has started.

c) Process for Review and Sanctioning Orientation Program(s)

A discussion ensued, entailing both this topic and Item (d) below.  Terry agreed to adapt materials from the SCABA materials he had assembled, into an outline for an RFP that would be provided to the other members as soon as possible.  It was generally agreed that to enable training programs to get underway without unduly burdening either the committee members or the training providers, the Committee would accept proposals at the end of each month (with the first deadline targeted for November 30).  A response would be promised within 30 days.  Approvals so granted would be ratified as part of a consent agenda at a subsequent committee meeting.  Those responding to the RFP would be required to provide copies of their proposals to each committee member.  Coordination of receipt confirmation, review and comment by the members would be accomplished by the Chairman.

d) Process for Review and Sanctioning Ongoing Educational Programs

See above.

e) Committee Bylaws

Dennis will develop and distribute the bylaws to the members.  Members will get their comments back to Dennis within 30 days of receipt.  Approval of the by-laws was targeted for the next meeting.
f) Categories of Persons Who are Eligible for Exemption from the Education Requirements

Following discussion, it was agreed to postpone any decisions on this topic.

g) Need for Statement of Intent as to What Constitutes a “Professional Employee”

Following discussion, it was agreed to postpone any decisions on this topic.
h) Meeting Schedule and Location

It was agreed that the Committee would meet on a quarterly schedule starting in January.  The Chairman agreed to work with his staff to identify dates and to publish a meeting schedule for 2005 as required by FOIA.  Meetings will be rotated between the offices of SCAC and MASC.

i) Telephone Conference Meetings/FOIA Compliance Issues

The Committee will target use of quarterly meetings.  Comments and discussions on RFP submittals will be conducted by e-mail.  Determinations will be ratified at subsequent meetings through the use of a consent agenda.  It may be necessary for some members to participate by conference call in future meetings, but the Committee will try to avoid meetings conducted entirely via teleconferencing.
j) Funding Options

The members generally agreed to forego instituting any fee structure at this time.  The Committee will seek in-kind assistance.  The Chairman will contact Paula Benson to inquire about any obstacles to asking that nominal costs be covered by willing agencies.

k) Administrative Support for Meetings, Minutes, Annual Report, Etc.

The Committee will seek in-kind assistance in this area as well.

l) Website.
The Chairman reported that while the SC Budget and Control Board is willing to set up and maintain a site for the Committee on the MySCgov.com site, there is a cost of $1,000 for set-up and $50/month for upkeep.  Providing a link to a committee website, if maintained elsewhere, would be done for free.

The Chairman stated that his employees would be able to create a website at no cost.  But there would be some hard costs to obtain a domain name.  Terry Farris offered to see whether the Committee’s webpage could be hosted on the SCAPA page.
9.
NEW BUSINESS
Terry Farris moved to nominate Dennis Lambries as the Vice-Chairman.  Donna London seconded.  The motion passed with a vote of 3-0-1.  Dennis Lambries abstained.

10.
ADJOURNMENT
Terry Farris moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:40 p.m...  Donna London seconded.  The motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
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