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HOUSE WEEK IN REVIEW

The House of Representatives amended and gave second reading approval to S.204, the Family Privacy Protection Act.  This legislation provides that all counties or state agencies, boards, commissions, institutions, departments, or other state entities must develop privacy policies and procedures to ensure that the collection, use and dissemination of personal information pertaining to citizens of the State is limited to such personal information as is required under the law and necessary to fulfill a legitimate public purpose.  Under the legislation, the term ‘personal information’ means information that identifies or describes an individual, including, but not limited to, an individual’s photograph or digitized image, social security number, date of birth, driver’s identification number, name, home address, home telephone number, medical or disability information, education level, financial status, bank account(s) number(s), account or identification number issued by and/or used by any federal or state governmental agency or private financial institution, employment history, height, weight, race, other physical details, signature, biometric identifiers, and any credit record(s) or report(s).  ‘Personal information’ does not mean information about boating accidents vehicular accidents, driving violations, boating violations, or driver status.  In collecting personal information as authorized, a government entity must advise citizens that the information is subject to public scrutiny or release.  The legislation provides that a person or private entity shall not knowingly obtain or use any personal information obtained from a public body for commercial solicitation directed to any person in this State.  A person knowingly violating this provision is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined an amount not to exceed five hundred dollars or imprisoned for a term not to exceed one year, or both.  Every public body shall notify all requestors of records of the prohibition on the use of personal information obtained from public records for commercial solicitation.  All state agencies shall take reasonable measures to ensure that personal information obtained from a public record is not used for commercial solicitation. 

As amended, S.204 also revises the procedure for blood samples taken from the state’s infants for Department of Health and Environmental Control neonatal testing to detect inborn metabolic errors and hemoglobinopathies.  The legislation allows parents objecting to the tests to opt out using forms promulgated by DHEC.  The bill provides that such a blood sample is confidential and may be released only as the parent or legal guardian of the child from whom a blood sample was obtained, or the child when eighteen years of age or older, directs the department at the time of testing or at any time after that on a form promulgated in regulation by the department.  The legislation provides for the conditions under which the blood samples are to be stored and maintained.  At the time of testing or at any time after that, on a form promulgated in regulation by the department, the parent or legal guardian of the child from whom a blood sample was obtained, or the child when eighteen years of age or older, may direct the department to: (a) return a blood sample in its entirety and any test results not less than two years after the date of testing; (b) destroy a blood sample in a scientifically acceptable manner not less than two years after the date of the testing; or (c)
store a blood sample at minus 20º centigrade but not release the blood sample for confidential, anonymous scientific study.  A blood sample released for confidential, anonymous study must not contain information that may be used to determine the identity of the donor.  A blood sample released may contain demographic or other statistical information.  If scientific study identifies genetic information that may benefit the child, the department may notify confidentially the parent or legal guardian, or the child if eighteen years of age or older, of this information.  Blood samples taken prior to the effective date of the act that have not been stored under the conditions prescribed in the legislation must be properly destroyed.  The legislation revises penalties for violations, specifying that fines may not exceed fifty thousand dollars and imprisonment not more than three years. 

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4830, a bill renaming the state’s Special School of Science and Mathematics the Carroll A. Campbell, Jr., School of Science and Mathematics in honor of the former governor.

The House approved and enrolled for ratification S.826.  This joint resolution extends the life of the Local Jail Task Force to February 1, 2003, before which date it must make its report.  The joint resolution also provides that a person appointed to the Local Jail Task Force before February 1, 2001, shall remain on the task force, unless he resigns or is replaced by the original appointing authority.

The House concurred in Senate amendments to H.4682 and enrolled the bill for ratification.  This bill revises the scope of the Uniform Commercial Code provisions governing secured transactions, so as to make provisions inapplicable to a transfer by a governmental unit, and to eliminate the preemption of these provisions governing secured transactions by a statute of this state or another state or foreign country.

The House amended Senate amendments to H.3403, a bill relating to the disposition of seized, abandoned, or towed vehicles and other property, and returned the bill to the Senate.  The bill authorizes a sheriff's designee or chief of police's designee to sell an abandoned vehicle at a public auction.  Under the bill, as amended, the sheriff, chief of police, or their designee may turn over all proceeds of the sale of stolen or abandoned property to the county or municipal treasurer.  Also, the designee of a sheriff, or designee of a chief of police, is authorized to sell certain vehicles at public auction seized from a person convicted of driving with a suspended driver's license, or driving under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or a combination of both substances.  The bill provides that a law enforcement officer who directs that a vehicle or object and its contents be towed for any reason, whether on public or private property, must use the established towing procedure for his jurisdiction.  Sixty days after a vehicle or object has been towed, a law enforcement officer of the jurisdiction must provide the towing company the current owner’s name, address, and a record of all lienholders along with the make, model, and vehicle identification number or a description of the object on the proper forms.  A proprietor, owner, and operator of a storage place, garage, or towing service, which has towed and stored a vehicle or object, has a lien against the vehicle or object and its contents, and may have the vehicle or object and it contents sold at public auction.  Storage costs can be charged for a period not to exceed sixty days after which the owner, lienholder of record, or both, must be notified of all current charges and additional storage costs that have accrued on the date a certified notice is mailed.  Thirty days after the notice is mailed, the vehicle or object and its contents may be sold by a regular or special constable appointed by the sheriff or chief of police as provided.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.3145.  This bill provides that no direct care entity may employ or contract with a direct caregiver until after the direct caregiver has undergone a state criminal history check. Pending the results of the criminal history check, a person temporarily may be employed or contract as a direct caregiver with a direct care entity. Also, a direct care entity must consider the information revealed by a criminal history check as a factor in evaluating a direct caregiver’s application to be employed by or contract with the entity. The bill requires that direct care entities shall furnish copies of personnel records of current or former direct caregivers to another direct care entity requesting this information, and a direct care entity releasing this information is presumed to be acting in good faith and is immune from civil and criminal liability.  The provisions of the bill are effective July 1, 2002.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4712.  This bill revises provisions that prohibit daycare centers from employing persons who have been convicted of certain crimes, so as to provide that the prohibition does not apply to a person convicted of the felony crimes of forgery, bank fraud, issuing fraudulent checks, financial transaction card fraud, and shoplifting.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.3049, pertaining to the supervision of those committed to Department of Mental Health facilities for violent crimes.  The bill provides that if a defendant or patient is committed to the supervision of the Department of Mental Health after having been found not guilty by reason of insanity of a violent crime, the defendant or patient may not leave the facility or grounds to which he is committed at any time unless accompanied by an employee of the department who must be responsible for and in the physical presence of the defendant or patient at all times.  The legislation specifies the offenses that qualify as violent crimes under this provision. 

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.3328, a bill pertaining to the investigation of a traffic collision involving a law enforcement or department of public safety motor vehicle.   Under this bill, a law enforcement agency that has primary responsibility for an investigation, but lacks expertise to conduct a proper investigation involving an employee of another department or agency, may, under certain circumstances, request assistance from another agency that has the appropriate expertise.  If a law enforcement agency makes such a request for assistance, the agency may not request grant money related to any such investigations conducted.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4432.  This bill provides for “God Bless America” special license plates, which could be produced and distributed after the Department receives at least four hundred prepaid applications for the plate, or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the plate. The deposit would be refundable once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that special plate, or would be retained by the Department if the equivalent amount is not collected within four years. The bill requires that the Department must approve a plan to market the plates, and if the Department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for this special plate, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The fee for this special plate is the regular motor vehicle license fee and a special license fee of sixteen dollars.  These funds would be distributed to the Department to defray the DMV’s expenses of producing and administering the plates, and remaining funds must be designated for use by the South Carolina National Guard for homeland security.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4519.  This bill allows the Division of Motor Vehicles to issue special license plates for 501(c)(8) nonprofit organizations without going through the legislative process.  The bill also provides that of the fees collected for this plate, a sufficient amount of funds must be distributed to the Department to defray expenses of the DMV in producing and administering the special plates.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate S.597.  This bill also allows the DMV to issue special license plates for 501(c)(8) nonprofit organizations without going through the legislative process. The bill provides that these plates may be issued to owners of private passenger-carrying motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less (current maximum weight is six thousand pounds) and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less registered in their names. The bill also provides that of the fees collected for this plate, a sufficient amount of funds must be distributed to the Department to defray expenses of the DMV in producing and administering the special plates.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4607.  This bill provides for issuance and distribution of Rotary International special license plates.  The fee for this special plate must be the regular motor vehicle license fee and an additional special fee of forty dollars, which must be distributed to the Rotary District in which the purchaser’s home club is located in this State. The Department must report to the South Carolina Rotary District designee the district chosen by the license plate issuee to which this fee must be distributed. The bill also requires that sufficient funds must be placed in a special account to be used by the Department to defray the expenses of the DMV in producing and administering the special plate.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4680.  This bill provides for the issuance of and distribution of fees for South Carolina Technology Alliance special license plates. These special plates could be produced and distributed after the Department receives at least four hundred prepaid applications for the plate, or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the plate. The deposit would be refundable once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that special plate, or would be retained by the Department if the equivalent amount is not collected within four years. The bill requires that the Department must approve a plan to market the plates, and if the Department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for this special plate, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The fee for this special plate is the regular motor vehicle license fee and a special license fee of one hundred dollars.  These funds would be distributed to the Department to defray the DMV’s expenses of producing and administering the plates, and remaining funds must be distributed to and administered by the South Carolina Technology Alliance for the continued development of high technology programs across the state and to provide resources for South Carolina technology entrepreneurs.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4383.  This bill provides for the issuance of “Artificial Reef” special license plates, which could be produced and distributed after the Department of Public Safety receives four hundred prepaid applications for the plate, or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the plate. This deposit would be refundable once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that plate, or would be retained by the Department if the equivalent amount is not collected within four years. The bill requires that the Department must approve a plan to market the plates, and if the Department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for this special plate, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The fee for this special plate is the regular motor vehicle license fee and a special license fee of fifty dollars.  These funds would be distributed to the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to defray expenses of producing and administering the plates, and remaining funds would go to the Department of Natural Resources to fund development, maintenance, and management of artificial reefs.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4412.  This bill provides for Morris Island Lighthouse special license plates, which could be produced and distributed after the Department receives at least four hundred prepaid applications for the plate, or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the plate. The deposit would be refundable once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that special plate, or would be retained by the Department if the equivalent amount is not collected within four years. The bill requires that the Department must approve a plan to market the plates, and if the Department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for this special plate, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The fee for this special plate is the regular motor vehicle license fee and a special license fee of one hundred dollars.  These funds would be distributed to the Department to defray the DMV’s expenses of producing and administering the plates, and remaining funds would go to Save the Light, Inc., or another nonprofit fund designated by Save the Light, Inc., for the restoration and preservation of the Morris Island Lighthouse.

The House returned S.504 to the Senate with amendments.  This bill revises provisions regarding issuance of the existing special license plates for retired members of the South Carolina National Guard and members of the South Carolina National Guard.  The bill adds a provision that an application for this special plate must include a copy of the applicant’s military identification card or other evidence showing that the applicant is either a retired or active member of the South Carolina National Guard or the South Carolina State Guard. The bill also adds a provision that of the fees collected for this special plate, sufficient funds must be distributed to the Department to be used by the DMV in producing and administering the special plate.

The House gave second reading approval to H.3823, a bill pertaining to the termination of alimony.  Under this bill, alimony would be terminated upon the continued cohabitation of the supported spouse.  For purposes of this legislation, 'continued cohabitation' means the ongoing residency of the supported spouse with a person in a relationship that is tantamount to marriage, as recognized by the laws of this State.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4545. This bill allows cosmetologists, estheticians, and manicurists to practice in barbershops.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4402.  This bill authorizes a county legislative delegation to terminate its respective county board of social services by a majority vote, including the senators, of the county legislative delegation.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.3957.  This bill repeals the State Council on Maternal, Infant and Child Health (MICH) Act, effective on approval of the Governor. MICH was created by legislation in 1986 to improve the health status of pregnant women, infants, and children in South Carolina. There are currently no employees working for the MICH Council.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ACTION
AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES, AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

The full committee did not meet this week.

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

The full committee did not meet this week.

JUDICIARY

The full Judiciary Committee met on Tuesday, March 5, and reported out several pieces of legislation.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendments on S.322, the South Carolina Private Guardian Ad Litem Reform Act.  The bill provides requirements and restrictions pertaining to a guardian ad litem appointed in a private action before the family court in which custody or visitation of a minor child is an issue.  The court may appoint such a guardian ad litem only when it determines that: (1) without a guardian ad litem, the court will likely not be fully informed about the facts of the case and there is a substantial dispute which necessitates a guardian ad litem; or (2) both parties consent to the appointment of a guardian ad litem who is approved by the court.  Such a guardian ad litem may be removed by the court upon good cause shown.  The bill establishes qualifications for an attorney or a non-attorney appointed guardian ad litem in a private action involving custody or visitation.  An individual must be at least twenty-five years old to be eligible for appointment.  To be eligible for appointment, non-attorneys must fulfill yearly training requirements in custody, visitation, and family court law and procedure and required observation of contested custody merits hearings.  Neither an attorney nor a non-attorney may be appointed if convicted of specified crimes pertaining to offenses against the person, offenses against morality and decency, criminal domestic violence, narcotics and controlled substances, or who is or has ever been on the Department of Social Services Central Registry of Abuse and Neglect.  The legislation provides for the basic duties of a guardian ad litem, requiring such activities as independent, impartial investigation, recommendation of any treatment or evaluation that may be in the child’s best interest, independent record-keeping, attendance of court hearings, and comprehensive written reports.  At the time of appointment, the family court judge shall set forth the method and rate of compensation for the guardian ad litem, who must submit, when fees and costs accrue, a periodic itemized billing to include a statement of hours, expenses, costs, and fees to the parties and their attorneys.  Additionally, the court must consider the ability of a party to pay fees and costs at the time the court appoints a guardian ad litem.  A party may petition the court to review the reasonableness of the fees and costs of the guardian ad litem and the attorney for the guardian ad litem at any time during the action.  The legislation provides criteria to be used in determining what compensation is to be considered reasonable.  Upon appointment, a guardian ad litem must provide written disclosure to each party: (1) of the nature, duration, and extent of any relationship the guardian ad litem or any member of the guardian’s immediate family residing in the guardian’s household has with any party; (2) of any interest adverse to any party or attorney which might cause the impartiality of the guardian ad litem to be challenged; (3) any membership or participation in any organization related to child abuse, domestic violence, or drug and alcohol abuse.  

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendments to H.4501, a joint resolution proposing an amendment to the South Carolina Constitution that would revise the provision prohibiting public officers from gambling or betting on games of chance.  Under the proposed committee amendment, the joint resolution proposes amending the State Constitution so as to provide that a public officer would be disqualified from the further exercise of the functions of his office who is convicted of any offense of this State related to gambling or betting on games of chance.  If adopted by the General Assembly, the proposed constitutional amendment would be submitted to the state’s voters for approval or rejection at the next general election.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendments on H.3849, a bill revising the qualifications for probate judges.  Under the amendment proposed by the committee, the bill provides that, prior to January 1, 2004, no person is eligible to hold the office of judge of probate unless the person at the time of his election:  (1) is a citizen of the United States and a resident of this State; (2) is twenty‑one years of age; (3) is a qualified elector of the county in which he is to be a judge; and (4) has graduated from high school or, if he has no degree, has four year’s experience as a full time associate probate judge in a probate judge’s office in this State.  After December 31, 2003, through December 31, 2005, no person is eligible to hold the office of judge of probate unless the person at the time of his election: (1) is a citizen of the United States and a resident of this State; (2) is twenty‑one years of age; (3) is a qualified elector of the county in which he is to be a judge; and (4) has obtained an degree from an accredited college or community college or, if he has no degree, has four year’s experience as a full time associate probate judge in a probate judge’s office in this State.  After December 31, 2005, no person is eligible to hold the office of judge of probate unless the person at the time of his election: (1) is a citizen of the United States and a resident of this State; (2) is twenty‑one years of age; (3) is a qualified elector of the county in which he is to be a judge; and (4) has obtained a four year bachelor’s degree from an accredited post‑secondary institution or, if he has no degree, has four year’s experience as a full time associate probate judge in a probate judge’s office in this State.  Notwithstanding these provisions, a person holding the office of probate judge as of July 1, 2002, is deemed to have satisfied these requirements to hold his current office and for the purposes of running for election or re‑election.  However, if a person deemed to be qualified in this manner is out of office for a term or any portion of a term before seeking election, the person must satisfy the applicable requirements to be qualified to run for office.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendments on H.3450, a bill establishing a misdemeanor offense of unintentionally causing death with a vehicle.  The bill provides that a person who unintentionally causes the death of another person while violating a state law or local ordinance which applies to the operation or use of a vehicle or to the regulation of traffic, and the violation is the proximate cause of the accident, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than twenty‑five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days.  The legislation does not pertain to the offenses of causing great bodily injury or death by operating a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or the combination of both, or reckless homicide.

The Committee gave reports of favorable with amendments on both H.3049, a bill pertaining to the supervision of those committed to Department of Mental Health facilities for violent crimes, and H.4712, a bill pertaining the hiring of those convicted of financial crimes at daycare centers.  Both of these bills were approved by the House and sent to the Senate (see House Week in Review, this issue).

H.3365, a bill pertaining to sheriffs and deputy sheriffs licensed to practice law, was recommitted to the Special Laws Subcommittee. 

LABOR, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

The full Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee met on Tuesday, March 5, and reported out several pieces of legislation.

The Committee gave a favorable report on H.4244, a bill providing various revisions to the State’s unemployment insurance laws.  The bill establishes provisions allowing Native American tribes or tribal units to comply with the Federal Community Renewal Tax Relief Act of 2001.  The bill provides that an employer covered under the Federal Unemployment Tax Act (FUTA) in another state would be automatically liable for unemployment insurance taxes in this state.  The bill clarifies the status of an appointed successor of an elected official for the purposes of administration of the State’s unemployment insurance law.  The legislation reduces the number of tax rate calculations for new employers completing their probationary period and reduces the probationary period from 24 to 12 months.  The legislation assigns penalty rates in the same manner for both delinquent reports and unpaid taxes.  The legislation requires employers with 250 or more employees to submit wage data in an electronic format.      

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendments on H.4583, a bill pertaining to state and federal health insurance mandates.  The legislation creates the ten-member Task Force to Review State and Federal Health Insurance Mandates in South Carolina.  The legislation provides for the membership, authority, and staff support of the task force.  The task force is charged with reviewing: (1) each and every State and Federally mandated health benefit placed upon health insurance issuers in South Carolina since 1990; (2) the impact of each such mandated health benefit on the premiums for health insurance coverage in South Carolina.  The task force shall make a final report with recommendations to the General Assembly no later than January 1, 2005, at which time the task force is dissolved.  Until the task force is so dissolved, no mandated health benefit may be imposed on a health insurance issuer doing business in this State beyond those required as of January 1, 2002.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendments on H.4641, a bill establishing pre-licensing and continuing education requirements for nonfranchise automobile dealers.  The legislation requires automobile dealers that are not franchised dealers or owned by a franchised dealer to complete specified pre-licensing and continuing education classes before being issued a dealer’s license or having that license renewed.  The legislation provides for the assessment of a one hundred dollar fee by the Department of Public Safety on the issue/renewal of a license to offset the cost of administering the education program.  The legislation creates within the Division of Motor Vehicles the nine-member South Carolina Independent Education Advisory Board to assist with the education requirements of nonfranchise dealers.  The bill provides for the membership, authority, and duties of the board.

MEDICAL, MILITARY, PUBLIC AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

The full committee did not meet this week.

WAYS AND MEANS

The full committee did not meet this week.

BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE

THIS WEEK

AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES, AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS


S.809 CONSTRUCTION OR RECONSTRUCTION SEAWARD OF THE



   COASTAL BASELINE Sen. Grooms
This bill authorizes the reconstruction, repair, and maintenance of existing groins seaward of the coastal baseline. The bill authorizes the construction of new groins on beaches that have a high erosion rate threatening existing development or public parks.  The bill provides that new and existing groins may be constructed or reconstructed only in furtherance of an on-going beach renourishment effort which meets the criteria set forth in regulations of the Department of Health and Environmental Control, and in accordance with other criteria which are specified in the bill.


S.969 WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT LANDS AND IMPROVEMENTS Sen. Martin

Current law provides that it is unlawful to abuse wildlife management area land or improvements on wildlife management area land. This bill provides that misuse, damage, or destruction of such land is also unlawful. The bill adds certain specific activities – including, but not limited to, operating a motor conveyance in certain areas, target practice in certain areas, camping in certain areas, and disregarding safety or restrictive posting by the landowner - which are a misdemeanor when they 

occur on such lands. The bill provides that it is also a misdemeanor for a person to enter a wildlife management area after losing the privilege to enter such areas, and the bill adds a penalty for conviction of such an offense.


S.1006 TROTLINE HOOKS Sen. Grooms

This bill provides that trotline hooks used in Lakes Marion and Moultrie must pass through a three-inch-long cylinder with an inside diameter of one-half inch.


S.1009 NAMING OF CERTAIN BOAT LANDING ON SANTEE Sen. Grooms

This joint resolution directs the State Department of Natural Resources to name a certain boat landing on the Santee River in Berkeley County the “Lenud’s Ferry Boat Landing.”


H.4858 “AQUATIC TOXICITY PROTECTION ACT” Rep. Sharpe

This bill enacts the “Aquatic Toxicity Protection Act,” which requires the State Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) to impose whole effluent toxicity (WET) NPDES permit limitations if DHEC determines that a discharge has the reasonable potential to impact water quality under certain conditions. The bill provides items upon which a reasonable potential determination must be based, and directs DHEC in testing and developing methodologies to implement the requirements of the bill. 


H.4876 RUNNING RACCOONS WITH DOGS Rep. Koon

This bill provides that it is lawful to run raccoons with dogs at any time during the year.


H.4883 SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION Rep. Miller

This bill designates as a scenic river that portion of the Great Pee Dee River located between the U.S. Highway 378 bridge crossing of the Great Pee Dee River and downstream to the U.S. Highway 17 bridge crossing the Great Pee Dee River.

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS


S.966 FRANCIS MARION UNIVERSITY BOARD Sen. Leatherman

This bill deletes the requirement that the Francis Marion University Board of Trustees executive committee is limited to five members. The bill also deletes the requirement that the Board must meet in Florence.


H.4842 SECURITY FOR THE CAPITOL COMPLEX Rep. Cooper

This concurrent resolution expresses the sense of the General Assembly that no further security arrangements are necessary for the State Capitol Complex as a result of the events of September 11 unless circumstances change.  The resolution also requests that the Budget and Control Board remove the barricades on the State House Grounds; requests that the City of Columbia reopen certain closed parking spaces; and requests that the Budget and Control Board reopen certain entrances and exits to the complex’s parking garage.


H.4851 PERSONS WHO MAY OBTAIN/RENEW

   DRIVER’S LICENSE Rep. J.E. Smith

This bill provides that a person from another country who possesses a United States Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) I-94 card is eligible to obtain or renew a driver’s license. The I-94 card shows INS status, date and place of last entry into the USA, and INS admission number. 


H.4860 “SOUTH CAROLINA NURSES” SPECIAL PLATES Rep. J. Brown

This bill provides for the issuance of, and distribution of fees for, “South Carolina Nurses” special motor vehicle license plates.


H.4863 VIETNAM VETERAN SPECIAL PLATES Rep. McGraw

This bill authorizes and provides for the issuance and distribution of “Vietnam Veterans” special license plates. The bill provides that fees for this special plate will be used to defray expenses of producing and administering the plates, and the remaining funds will be placed in the State’s general fund. 


H.4871 SCHOLARSHIP AND GRANTS WORKSHOP FOR

   GUIDANCE COUNSELORS Rep. Scott

This bill creates an annual State Scholarships and Grants Guidance Counselor Workshop, to be administered by the Commission on Higher Education (CHE) and to be attended by all middle and high school guidance counselors beginning with the 2002-2003 school year. The bill also requires CHE to produce for parents of all South Carolina students a brochure including college funding assistance information, and requires CHE to create a website which reflects this same information. The bill also includes requirements for CHE to evaluate effectiveness of these programs and requires CHE to provide evaluation results to the General Assembly. The bill provides that funding for this purpose will be appropriated by the General Assembly.

JUDICIARY
S.863 BADGES OF COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL CORRECTIONAL OFFICER 

Sen. Bauer
This bill provides that a correctional officer who is employed by a county or municipal detention facility on or before December 31, 2002, may wear a badge that consists of or incorporates the shape of a five‑pointed or six‑pointed star with a replica of the Great Seal of South Carolina inscribed in its center. 

S.903 ANTI-TERRORISM ACTIVITIES EXEMPTED UNDER TORT CLAIMS

ACT Sen. Mescher
This bill provides that activities relating to prevention of terrorism or terrorist attack and activities in response to a terrorist threat or terrorist attack are exempted under the Tort Claims Act.

S.255 DEFINITIONS FOR OFFENSES INVOLVING WEAPONS Sen. Hayes

This bill revises certain definitions of terms pertaining to offenses involving weapons.  The term “crime of violence” is revised to provide that it means a specified violent crime or specified distribution of a narcotic drug.

H.4857 APPOINTMENT OF A MUNICIPAL JUDGE BY A MUNICIPAL

COUNCIL Rep. Chellis
This bill provide that a municipal judge must be appointed by a municipal council for a term of four years instead of a term not exceeding four years.

H.4861 DRIVER’S LICENSE SUSPENSION FOR VIOLATION OF HUNTING OR

FISHING PROVISIONS Rep. Coleman
This bill provides for the suspension of driver’s license for failure to comply with a citation for a violation of fish, game and watercraft provisions or another law regulating hunting or fishing issued in this or another compact jurisdiction.

H.4864 MAGISTRATES AUTHORITY WITH REGARD TO SWORN

STATEMENTS OF AFFIANTS Rep. Sheheen
This bill provides that, notwithstanding another provision of law, a magistrate may issue a notice for trial based upon the sworn statement of an affiant who is not a law enforcement officer for a misdemeanor offense but may not issue an arrest warrant if the affiant is not a law enforcement officer.

H.4868 ROBBERY OR ATTEMPTED ROBBERY Rep. G.M. Smith

This bill provides that a person who commits robbery or attempted robbery while alleging, either by action or words, that he is armed with a pistol, dirk, slingshot, metal knuckles, razor, or another deadly weapon or object so as to cause a person present during the commission of the robbery or attempted robbery to reasonably believe the person is armed with a deadly weapon or object, is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned not more than twenty years.

H.4875 FORGERY, LARCENY, EMBEZZLEMENT, FALSE PRETENSES, AND

CHEATS Rep. Simrill
This bill provides that In a criminal proceeding pertaining to forgery, larceny, embezzlement, false pretenses, or cheats, the crime is considered to have been committed in a county in which a part of the offense took place, regardless of whether the defendant was ever actually in that county.

H.4887 ARREST AND CONVICTION RECORDS OF PARENTS OF CHILDREN

IN FOSTER CARE Rep. White
This bill revises duties of the Department of Social Services regarding children in foster care, so as to require the department to obtain arrest and conviction records of parents of children in foster care, to make these records a part of the child’s record, and to consider this information when developing and reviewing treatment and permanency plans.

H.4889 ETHICS ACT AND ELECTION LAW REVISIONS 

Rep. Meacham-Richardson
This bill provides for various revisions to the state’s Ethics Act and election law provisions.

LABOR, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

H.4852 EXEMPT COMMERCIAL POLICIES UNDER INSURANCE LAWS 

Rep. Cato
This bill revises the definition for “exempt commercial policies” under the state’s insurance laws provisions.  The legislation revises certain provisions requiring insurers to file rates and rating schedules and plans, so as to exempt commercial policies from this requirement.

S.1020 SOUTH CAROLINA HEALTH INSURANCE POOL Sen. Thomas

This bill revises South Carolina Health Insurance Pool provisions pertaining to definitions, eligibility for pool coverage, and assessments for members of the pool.

H.4888 NO TELEPHONE SOLICITATION ACT Rep. Miller

This bill enacts the “No Telephone Solicitation Act”, to provide for the compilation and maintenance by the Public Service Commission of a list of telephone customers who do not want to be solicited by telephone.  The bill requires telephone solicitors to acquire the list for a fee and prohibit them from soliciting the customers on the list by telephone.  The bill provides for civil penalties for violations of the provisions.  The bill exempts the “No Telephone Solicitation List” from the Freedom Of Information Act provisions.  The bill requires the use of the “No Telephone Solicitation List” by a telephone solicitor.

WAYS AND MEANS

S.803 SALE OF LOTTERY TICKETS Sen. Elliott

This bill provides that lottery tickets may be sold by retail dealers of alcoholic beverages on their retail premises.


H.4850 PAID LEAVE FOR ORGAN DONORS Rep. Cotty
This bill provides for limited paid leaves of absence for state and local officers and employees to be organ donors.


H.4853 INSPECTION TAX ON COMMERCIAL FERTILIZER Rep. Koon

This bill provides that the inspection tax paid on commercial fertilizer will be paid to the Division of Regulatory and Public Service Programs, Clemson University, rather than to the State Treasurer as is currently provided.


H.4855 MANDATORY EMPLOYEE FURLOUGHS 2002-2003 Rep. Kelley

This joint resolution provides special procedures and conditions, applicable only to Fiscal Year 2002-2003, for mandatory employee furloughs at state agencies, institutions, or departments.


H.4859 SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS Rep. Sharpe

This bill extends to apiary products the sales tax exemption for farm, grove, vineyard, and garden products sold I the original state of production by the producer or the producer’s immediate family.


H.4870 PAID LEAVE FOR SCHOOL CONFERENCES Rep. Govan

This bill provides a specified state income tax deduction for employers who provide for parents or legal guardians of a child in grades K-12, up to eight hours of additional paid leave annually to attend school conferences, activities, or meetings regarding their child, or to engage in volunteer teaching activities.


H.4874 HOME SCHOOL - TAX CREDIT/LIBRARY ACCESS Rep. Davenport

This bill provides a five hundred dollar refundable individual tax credit per child, each year, to the parent or legal guardian of a child in a home school program in South Carolina.  The bill also provides access for home school students to libraries of public schools in their county of residence, and provides that home school students may purchase textbooks from the State Book Depository at the contracted price for those textbooks.


H.4884 HISTORIC PROPERTY SPECIAL TAX ASSESSMENT Rep. Hinson

This bill provides that before an application for a special historic property tax assessment is filed, the owner or organization seeking the special assessment must request and receive the approval of the legislative delegation of the county in which the property is located.


H.4885 HISTORIC PROPERTY SPECIAL TAX ASSESSMENT Rep. Hinson

This bill provides that before an application for a special historic property tax assessment is filed, the owner or organization seeking the special assessment must request and receive the approval of the governing body where the property is located.


H.4886 HISTORIC PROPERTY SPECIAL TAX ASSESSMENT Rep. Hinson

This bill provides that before an application for a special historic property tax assessment is filed, the owner or organization seeking application to have the property receive the special property tax assessment must present the governing body where the property is located an inventory of all property in the proposed district, including fair market values as determined by the county assessor.


H.4890 S.C. LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS MEMORIAL Rep. Hinson

This joint resolution requires the State Budget and Control Board (the Board), using funds appropriated or transferred to the Board for this purpose, to proceed with construction of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Officers Memorial on the State House grounds after approval of the State House Committee of the design and location of the monument.  
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