A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO REQUEST THE CONSTITUTIONAL BALLOT COMMISSION TO REVIEW THE LANGUAGE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THIS STATE PROVIDING FOR ADDITIONAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS AND DEFINING THE MANNER IN WHICH FAIR MARKET VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY IS DETERMINED WHICH MAY BE SUBMITTED TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THIS STATE AT THE 2006 GENERAL ELECTION AND TO ENSURE THAT THE EXPLANATIONS OF THE QUESTIONS THE COMMISSION PREPARES TO BE INCLUDED ON THE BALLOT ARE WRITTEN AT AN EIGHTH GRADE READING LEVEL TO ALLOW ALL SEGMENTS OF THE POPULATION THE ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY ARE VOTING ON.

Whereas, at the general election of 2006, it is very likely that amendments proposed to the Constitution of this State providing for additional property tax exemptions and defining the manner in which fair market value of real property for tax purposes is determined will be voted on by the qualified electors of this State; and

Whereas, it is necessary and in the best interest of responsible and effective government for these very technical proposals to be explained to the voters in language any South Carolinian can understand so that they may make an informed choice at the referendum.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly request the Constitutional Ballot Commission to review the language of proposed amendments to the Constitution of this State providing for additional property tax exemptions and defining the manner in which fair market value of real property is determined which may be submitted to the qualified electors of this State at the 2006 general election and to ensure that the explanations of the questions the commission prepares to be included on the ballot are written at an eighth grade reading level to allow all segments of the population the ability to understand what they are voting on.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Constitutional Ballot Commission.
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