Wednesday, February 7, 2007

(Statewide Session)

Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter


The Senate assembled at 2:00 P.M., the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT.


A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion by the Chaplain as follows:

Hear God’s Word as we find it today in the book of Exodus:


“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Go to Pharaoh; for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his officials, in order that I may show these signs of mine among them, and that you may tell your children and grandchildren how I have made fools of the Egyptians and what signs I have done among them—so that you may know that I am the Lord’.”

(Exodus 10:1-2)


Let us pray:

 
Holy God, we are so conscious that one of the hardest tasks to come before us is that of being good listeners, as well as wise counselors.  Guide us here in this Senate Chamber, in our meeting rooms, and in our offices, as we strive to hear your voice among all the other voices which call out to us.  May the actions and decisions of this body ever be to your glory and for the well-being of the people these leaders have been elected to serve.


In your wondrous name we pray, dear Lord.  

Amen.

 

RECESS

At 11:55 A.M., on motion of Senator MARTIN, the Senate receded from business for the purpose of attending the Joint Assembly.

JOINT ASSEMBLY

Elections

At Twelve O'clock Noon the Senate appeared in the Hall of the House.


The PRESIDENT of the Senate called the Joint Assembly to order and announced that it had convened under the terms of a Concurrent Resolution adopted by both Houses.


H. 3213 XE “H. 3213” \b  -- Reps. Delleney, W.D. Smith and F.N. Smith:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO FIX 12:00 NOON ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2007, AS THE TIME TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, SEAT 4, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 4, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007; AND TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2007.

Election to the Position of Judge, Court of Appeals, Seat #3


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Court of Appeals, Seat #3.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that the Honorable John W. Kittredge had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of the Honorable John W. Kittredge in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable John W. Kittredge had been elected to the position of Judge, Court of Appeals, Seat #3 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Court of Appeals, Seat #4


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Court of Appeals, Seat #4.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that John C. Hayes III, Robert N. Jenkins, Sr. and Paula H. Thomas had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


On motion of Senator RITCHIE, the names of John C. Hayes III and Robert N. Jenkins, Sr. were withdrawn from consideration. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of the Honorable Paula H. Thomas in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Paula H. Thomas had been elected to the position of Judge, Court of Appeals, Seat #4 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Circuit Court

Fifth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Circuit Court, Fifth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that J. Ernest Kinard, Jr. had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of J. Ernest Kinard, Jr. in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable J. Ernest Kinard, Jr. had been elected to the position of Judge, Circuit Court, Fifth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Circuit Court

Seventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Circuit Court, Seventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that J. Derham Cole had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of J. Derham Cole in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable J. Derham Cole had been elected to the position of Judge, Circuit Court, Seventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Circuit Court

Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Circuit Court, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Deadra L. Jefferson had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Deadra L. Jefferson in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Deadra L. Jefferson had been elected to the position of Judge, Circuit Court, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Circuit Court

Tenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Circuit Court, Tenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that J. C. “Buddy” Nicholson, Jr. had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of J. C. “Buddy” Nicholson, Jr. in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable J. C. “Buddy” Nicholson, Jr. had been elected to the position of Judge, Circuit Court, Tenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

First Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, First Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Anne Gue Jones had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Anne Gue Jones in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Anne Gue Jones had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, First Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Second Judicial Circuit, Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Second Judicial Circuit, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Dale Moore Gable had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Dale Moore Gable in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Dale Moore Gable had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Second Judicial Circuit, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Third Judicial Circuit, Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Third Judicial Circuit, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that W. Jeffrey Young had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of the W. Jeffrey Young in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable W. Jeffrey Young had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Third Judicial Circuit, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Third Judicial Circuit, Seat #3


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Third Judicial Circuit, Seat #3.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Gordon B. Jenkinson had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Gordon B. Jenkinson in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Gordon B. Jenkinson had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Third Judicial Circuit, Seat #3 for the term prescribed by law. 

​​Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Fourth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fourth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Jamie Lee Murdock, Jr. had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Jamie Lee Murdock, Jr. in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Jamie Lee Murdock, Jr. had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fourth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Fifth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fifth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Leslie K. Riddle and Lillie C. Hart had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


On motion of Senator RITCHIE, the name of Lillie C. Hart was withdrawn from consideration.


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Leslie K. Riddle in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Leslie K. Riddle had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fifth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Fifth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fifth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Rolly W. Jacobs had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Rolly W. Jacobs in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Rolly W. Jacobs had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fifth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3 for the term prescribed by law. 

​​Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Sixth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Sixth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Brian M. Gibbons had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Brian M. Gibbons in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Brian M. Gibbons had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Sixth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Seventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Seventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Georgia V. Anderson had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Georgia V. Anderson in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Georgia V. Anderson had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Seventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Seventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Seventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that James F. Fraley, Jr. had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of James F. Fraley, Jr. in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable James F. Fraley, Jr. had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Seventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Eighth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Eighth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Joseph W. McGowan III had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Joseph W. McGowan III in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Joseph W. McGowan III had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Eighth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Eighth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Eighth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Billy A. Tunstall, Jr. had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Billy A. Tunstall, Jr. in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Billy A. Tunstall, Jr. had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Eighth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Paul W. Garfinkel had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Paul W. Garfinkel in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Paul W. Garfinkel had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat #4


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat #4.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Wayne M. Creech had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Wayne M. Creech in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Wayne M. Creech had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat #4 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Tenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Tenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Barry W. Knobel had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Barry W. Knobel in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Barry W. Knobel had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Tenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Tenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Tenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Tommy B. Edwards had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Tommy B. Edwards in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Tommy B. Edwards had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Tenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Eleventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Eleventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Deborah Neese and Robert E. Newton had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


On motion of Senator RITCHIE, the name of Robert E. Newton was withdrawn from consideration.


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Deborah Neese in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Deborah Neese had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Eleventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Eleventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #3


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Eleventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #3.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Richard W. Chewning III had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Richard W. Chewning III in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Richard W. Chewning III had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Eleventh Judicial Circuit, Seat #3 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Mary E. Buchan had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Mary E. Buchan in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Mary E. Buchan had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that A. Eugene Morehead III had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of A. Eugene Morehead III in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable A. Eugene Morehead III had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Thirteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Thirteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that R. Kinard Johnson, Jr. had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of R. Kinard Johnson, Jr. in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable R. Kinard Johnson, Jr. had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Thirteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Gerald C. Smoak, Jr. had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Gerald C. Smoak, Jr. in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Gerald C. Smoak, Jr. had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Robert S. Armstrong had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Robert S. Armstrong in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Robert S. Armstrong had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #3 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Joe M. Crosby, Charles Reuben Goude and Jan B. Holmes had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


On motion of Senator RITCHIE, the names of Joe M. Crosby and Charles Reuben Goude were withdrawn from consideration.


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Jan B. Holmes in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Jan B. Holmes had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #1 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Family Court

Sixteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Family Court, Sixteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that Henry T. Woods had been screened and found qualified to serve. 

Senator RITCHIE placed the name of Henry T. Woods in nomination and moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Henry T. Woods had been elected to the position of Judge, Family Court, Sixteenth Judicial Circuit, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 

Election to the Position of Judge, Administrative Law Court

Seat #2


The PRESIDENT announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of Judge, Administrative Law Court, Seat #2.


Senator RITCHIE, Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, indicated that the Honorable John D. McLeod had been screened and found qualified to serve. 


Senator RITCHIE placed the name of the Honorable John D. McLeod in nomination, moved that the nominations be closed and, with unanimous consent, the vote was taken by acclamation, resulting in the election of the nominee. 


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable John D. McLeod had been elected to the position of Judge, Administrative Law Court, Seat #2 for the term prescribed by law. 


The purposes of the Joint Assembly having been accomplished, the PRESIDENT declared it adjourned, whereupon the Senate returned to its Chamber and was called to order by the PRESIDENT.

RECESS

At 12:30 P.M., on motion of Senator RITCHIE, the Senate receded from business until 2:00 P.M.

AFTERNOON SESSION

The Senate reassembled at 2:00 P.M. and was called to order by the PRESIDENT.


The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of Grand Juries and such like papers.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR


The following appointments were transmitted by the Honorable Mark C. Sanford:

Local Appointments

Reappointment, Beaufort County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2006, and to expire April 30, 2010

Nancy Doherty Sadler, 130 Old Plantation Drive, Beaufort, S.C. 29907


Initial Appointment, Cherokee County Board of Voter Registration, with term to commence March 15, 2006, and to expire March 15, 2008

William S. Bratton, 172 Stroupe Estate Road, Gaffney, S.C. 29340


Reappointment, Greenville County Board of Voter Registration, with term to commence March 15, 2006, and to expire March 15, 2008

Gerald W. Barron, Jr., 20 Farrell Kirk Lane, Greenville, S.C. 29615


Reappointment, Greenwood County Board of Voter Registration, with term to commence March 15, 2006, and to expire March 15, 2008

Kelley G. Lowe, 630 Fairway Lakes Rd., Greenwood, S.C. 29649

Doctor of the Day

Senator LEVENTIS introduced Dr. Gary Culbertson of Sumter, S.C., Doctor of the Day.

Leave of Absence

At 2:40.M., Senator RITCHIE requested a leave of absence until 4:00 P.M.

S. 20--Co-Sponsors Added


S. 20 XE “S. 20” \b  -- Senators Elliott, Mescher, Cleary, Hutto, Lourie and Moore:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 38‑71‑280 SO AS TO REQUIRE INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR TREATMENT OF PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS AND TO DEFINE “PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDER” AS A NEUROLOGICAL CONDITION, INCLUDING AUTISM AND ASPERGER’S SYNDROME.

On motion of Senator SHEHEEN, with unanimous consent, the names of Senators SHEHEEN and REESE were added as co-sponsors of S. 20.  

S. 353--Co-Sponsor Added


S. 353 XE “S. 353” \b  -- Senator Lourie:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A STUDY COMMITTEE TO DEVELOP A STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE DELIVERY SYSTEM FOR PERSONS WITH EPILEPSY IN THIS STATE AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP, DUTIES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STUDY COMMITTEE.


On motion of Senator SHEHEEN, with unanimous consent, the name of Senator SHEHEEN was added as a co-sponsor of S. 353.

S. 236--Co-Sponsor Added


S. 236 XE “S. 236” \b  -- Senators Lourie, Williams, Knotts, Scott and Hawkins:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 39‑5‑31 SO AS TO MAKE IT AN UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICE FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE GLASS REPAIR BUSINESS THAT ADMINISTERS INSURANCE CLAIMS FOR MOTOR VEHICLE GLASS REPAIRS TO HAVE AN INSURED’S GLASS REPAIR BUSINESS REFERRED TO ITSELF OR TO USE INFORMATION TO SOLICIT BUSINESS.


On motion of Senator ELLIOTT, with unanimous consent, the name of Senator ELLIOTT was added as a co-sponsor of S. 236.  

RECALLED AND ADOPTED

H. 3251 XE “H. 3251” \b  -- Reps. Walker, Davenport, Littlejohn, Mahaffey, Mitchell, Kelly, W.D. Smith and Talley:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 221 IN SPARTANBURG COUNTY FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH MANNING STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THOMPSON STREET “LIEUTENANT COLONEL HOWARD L. PAINTER BOULEVARD, CHESNEE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL FROM 1957 TO 1980”, AND TO ERECT APPROPRIATE SIGNS AT THIS LOCATION THAT CONTAIN THE SAME WORDS.


Senator REESE asked unanimous consent to make a motion to recall the Resolution from the Committee on Transportation.


There was no objection.


The Resolution was recalled from the Committee on Transportation.


Senator REESE asked unanimous consent to take the Resolution up for immediate consideration.


There was no objection.


On motion of Senator REESE, with unanimous consent, the Resolution was adopted and ordered returned to the House.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

The following were introduced:


S. 403 XE "
S. 403" \b -- Senator Cromer:  A SENATE RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING THE NEWBERRY HIGH SCHOOL BULLDOGS FOOTBALL TEAM ON THEIR FIRST-EVER CLASS AA UPPER STATE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP, COMMENDING THEIR HARD WORK AND DEDICATION THAT LED TO AN OUTSTANDING SEASON, AND WISHING THEM MUCH SUCCESS IN FUTURE SEASONS.

l:\s-res\rwc\002newb.mrh.doc


The Senate Resolution was adopted.


S. 404 XE "
S. 404" \b -- Senator Cromer:  A SENATE RESOLUTION CELEBRATING THE NEWBERRY COLLEGE FOOTBALL PROGRAM ON ITS FIRST-EVER SOUTH ATHLETIC CONFERENCE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP, HONORING THEIR SEASON OF SPIRITED COMPETITION, INSPIRING PERSEVERANCE, AND TREMENDOUS ACHIEVEMENT, AND WISHING THEM EVERY SUCCESS IN THEIR FUTURE ENDEAVORS.
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The Senate Resolution was adopted.


S. 405 XE "
S. 405" \b -- Senators Malloy, Reese, Scott, Drummond, Knotts, Hutto, Ford, Sheheen, Mescher, Rankin, Williams, McConnell, Jackson, Leventis, Pinckney, McGill, Cleary, Moore, Matthews, Land, Short, Anderson, Gregory and Elliott:  A SENATE RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE SENATE BANKING AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT OVERSIGHT HEARINGS WITH RESPECT TO THE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE AND REPORT TO THE SENATE ITS FINDINGS AND ANY RECOMMENDATIONS RESULTING FROM THESE OVERSIGHT HEARINGS.
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Senator MALLOY spoke on the Resolution.

Objection


Senator SHEHEEN asked unanimous consent to make a motion that the Resolution be placed on the Calendar without reference.  


Senators RANKIN and THOMAS objected.


The Senate Resolution was introduced and referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance.


S. 406 XE "
S. 406" \b -- Senators Leatherman, Anderson, Bryant, Campsen, Cleary, Courson, Cromer, Drummond, Elliott, Fair, Ford, Gregory, Grooms, Hawkins, Hayes, Hutto, Jackson, Knotts, Land, Leventis, Lourie, Malloy, Martin, Matthews, McConnell, McGill, Mescher, Moore, O'Dell, Patterson, Peeler, Pinckney, Rankin, Reese, Richardson, Ritchie, Ryberg, Scott, Setzler, Sheheen, Short, Thomas, Vaughn, Verdin and Williams:  A SENATE RESOLUTION TO COMMEND MR. FRANK FUSCO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD, FOR HIS THIRTY-FOUR YEARS OF DISTINGUISHED AND DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA UPON HIS RETIREMENT, TO WISH HIM MANY YEARS OF HAPPINESS, AND MUCH SUCCESS IN HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.
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Whereas, for thirty-four years Mr. Frank Fusco has served the State of South Carolina with great distinction; and 


Whereas, he has served the last six years as Executive Director of the South Carolina Budget and Control Board; and


Whereas, he served his State, the Legislative branch, the Executive Board, elected representatives of both political parties, and the citizens of South Carolina in numerous capacities of public service, including the Office of Executive Policy and Programs, the Legislative Audit Council, the Joint Appropriations Review Committee, and, in more recent years, by serving as Director of Research for the House Ways and Means Committee, spending nine years in that position and fourteen overall with the committee, and two years as Deputy Chief of Staff for Legislative and Budget Affairs in Governor Jim Hodges’ office; and


Whereas, the Columbia native earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Florida Southern College and served his country honorably as a First Lieutenant with the U.S. Army Signal Corps; and 


Whereas, his example of service establishes a model of professionalism for all public employees; and


Whereas, Frank Fusco is one of the most effective and innovative public servants and employees ever to have worked in state government; and


Whereas, he has been a tireless advocate for the application of Total Quality Management techniques and Malcolm Baldrige criteria to state government; and


Whereas, his investment of time and effort for these management principles leave an indelible mark on the delivery of service to our citizens; and 


Whereas, it is fitting that the members of the Senate, on behalf of the citizens of South Carolina, should thank and honor this truly outstanding man for an exemplary career of service to his native State upon the occasion of his retirement as Executive Director of the State Budget and Control Board, a position where he served with great distinction and accomplishment. Now, therefore, 


Be it resolved by the Senate:


That the members of the Senate, by this resolution, commend Frank Fusco for his thirty-four years of distinguished and dedicated service to the State of South Carolina upon his retirement from the position of Executive Director of the State Budget and Control Board, wish him many years of happiness, and much success in all of his future endeavors.


Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Mr. Frank Fusco.


The Senate Resolution was adopted.

Privilege of the Floor


On motion of Senator LEATHERMAN, with unanimous consent, the Privilege of the Floor, to that area behind the rail, was extended to Mr. Frank Fusco, Executive Director of the Budget and Control Board.


Senator LEATHERMAN was joined at the podium by Senators PEELER, DRUMMOND, McCONNELL and LAND to present a Senate Resolution to Mr. Fusco upon the occasion of his retirement and to commend him for his excellent service to the State.

ACTING PRESIDENT PRESIDES

At 2:39 P.M., Senator MARTIN assumed the Chair.


S. 407 XE "
S. 407" \b -- Senator Lourie:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE AND HONOR PHILIP POWELL OF COLUMBIA ON ACHIEVING THE ELITE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT AND COMMEND HIM FOR HIS HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION IN REACHING THIS GOAL AND TO ALSO RECOGNIZE HIM FOR HIS SPECIAL TALENT AND DEDICATED EFFORTS IN BRINGING HOPE AND JOY TO OTHERS THROUGH HIS ANGEL ART AND TO WISH HIM EVERY SUCCESS IN ALL HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.
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The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.


S. 408 XE "
S. 408" \b -- Senators Short and Leatherman:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 12-6-3360, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE JOBS TAX CREDIT, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A COUNTY'S DESIGNATION MAY NOT DROP MORE THAN ONE TIER IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR AS A RESULT OF THE ANNUAL RANKING AND DESIGNATION OF COUNTIES BY THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE.
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Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


S. 409 XE "
S. 409" \b -- Senator Thomas:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 20-7-7230 TO PROVIDE THAT A STATEMENT MADE BY A CHILD WHILE IN THE CUSTODY OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR IN A DETENTION FACILITY IS NOT ADMISSIBLE IN A FUTURE PROCEEDING UNLESS THE STATEMENT IS RECORDED BY A DEVICE THAT RECORDS AND STORES BOTH SOUND AND IMAGES.
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Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


S. 410 XE "
S. 410" \b -- Senators Gregory and Leatherman:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 42-1-410, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE LIABILITY OF A CONTRACTOR TO WORKMEN OF A SUBCONTRACTOR FOR COMPENSATION UNDER TITLE 42 (WORKERS' COMPENSATION), SO AS TO REQUIRE A LOWER-TIER CONTRACTOR TO CARRY WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE.
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Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


S. 411 XE "
S. 411" \b -- Senators Ryberg, Peeler, Grooms, McGill, Richardson, Short, Anderson, Land, Mescher, Thomas, Cromer and Scott:  A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 37, TITLE 44 OF THE 1976 CODE, BY ADDING SECTION 44-37-50, TO PROVIDE THAT A HOSPITAL MUST MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE PARENTS OF A NEWBORN BABY A VIDEO PRESENTATION ON THE DANGERS OF SHAKING INFANTS, TO PROVIDE THAT THE VIDEO PRESENTATION MUST BE MADE AVAILABLE TO A CHILD CARE PROVIDER, TO PROVIDE THAT THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL SHALL REVIEW ALL SUBMITTED VIDEOS AND SHALL APPROVE ACCEPTABLE VIDEOS, TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT MUST MAKE THE VIDEO AVAILABLE TO ANY INTERESTED PERSON AT COST, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE DIRECTOR MAY REQUEST PEDIATRIC HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS TO REVIEW THESE DANGERS ASSOCIATED WITH SHAKING INFANTS.
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Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.


S. 412 XE "
S. 412" \b -- Senators McConnell, Elliott, Rankin, Cleary, Campsen, Ford, Knotts and Scott:  A BILL TO ENACT THE "SOUTH CAROLINA INSURANCE ACCOUNTABILITY, REORGANIZATION, AND RELIEF ACT OF 2007" INCLUDING PROVISIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 1-30-10, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DEPARTMENTS OF STATE GOVERNMENT, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE SHALL BE ELECTED BY THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE STATE; TO AMEND ARTICLE 5, CHAPTER 75, TITLE 38, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO WIND AND HAIL INSURANCE, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE "SOUTH CAROLINA HURRICANE UNDERWRITING ASSOCIATION ACT", TO  RENAME THE "SOUTH CAROLINA WIND AND HAIL UNDERWRITING ASSOCIATION" THE "SOUTH CAROLINA HURRICANE ASSOCIATION", AND TO REVISE THE ORGANIZATION, GOVERNANCE, DUTIES, FUNCTIONS, AND PROCEDURES OF THE ASSOCIATION; TO AMEND SECTION 38-75-1140, RELATING TO REQUIREMENTS FOR MODELING ORGANIZATIONS, SO AS TO DELETE THE REQUIREMENT OF THE DIRECTOR'S APPROVAL FOR A MODELING ORGANIZATION THAT PREPARES CATASTROPHE MODELS; BY ADDING SECTION 38-75-1141, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE "SOUTH CAROLINA CATASTROPHE MODELING ACT"; TO AMEND CHAPTER 75, TITLE 38 OF THE 1976 CODE BY ADDING AN ARTICLE TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA HURRICANE DAMAGE MITIGATION PROGRAM WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE; AND TO AMEND SECTION 38-75-740, RELATING TO RESTRICTIONS ON NONRENEWAL OF POLICIES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT NOTICE OF NONRENEWAL MUST BE AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED DAYS PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION OF THE POLICY OR AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED DAYS WRITTEN NOTICE PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION OF THE POLICY, OR WRITTEN NOTICE BY JUNE FIRST, WHICHEVER IS EARLIER, IF THE NONRENEWAL,

CANCELLATION, OR TERMINATION IS EFFECTIVE BETWEEN JUNE FIRST AND NOVEMBER THIRTIETH.
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Senators McCONNELL, THOMAS and ELLIOTT spoke on the Bill.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance.


S. 413 XE "
S. 413" \b -- Senator Reese:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-220, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO ALLOW A REAL PROPERTY OWNER WHO HAS PAID PROPERTY TAXES ON A PARCEL FOR TEN YEARS AN EXEMPTION IN THE FORM OF A CREDIT AGAINST PROPERTY TAX DUE ON THE PARCEL AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THIS EXEMPTION.
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Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


S. 414 XE "
S. 414" \b -- Senators Land, Martin, Alexander, Cromer, Fair, Jackson, Matthews, Moore, O'Dell, Reese and Setzler:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 12 TO CHAPTER 77, TITLE 38 SO AS TO ENACT THE "VEHICLE PROTECTION PRODUCT ACT", TO PROVIDE FOR DEFINITIONS, TO REQUIRE THE REGULATION OF VEHICLE PROTECTION PRODUCT WARRANTIES, TO REQUIRE A VEHICLE PROTECTION PRODUCT WARRANTY TO ADHERE TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 12, AND TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF INSURANCE TO IMPOSE CIVIL PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF ARTICLE 12.

l:\council\bills\dka\3158dw07.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance.


S. 415 XE "
S. 415" \b -- Senators Cleary, Ryberg, Ritchie, Knotts, Leventis, O'Dell, Malloy, Mescher, Cromer, Lourie, Patterson, Matthews, Vaughn, Pinckney and Thomas:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO URGE THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO REINSTATE THE TERMINOLOGY OF "PRISONER OF WAR" OR "POW" INTO THE CASUALTY STATUS AND CATEGORY CLASSIFICATION OF MILITARY PERSONNEL.
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The Concurrent Resolution was introduced and referred to the General Committee.


H. 3155 XE "
H. 3155" \b -- Reps. Walker, Littlejohn and Mahaffey:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 13-1-1050, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO TERMS OF MEMBERS OF THE AERONAUTICS COMMISSION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT NO COMMISSION MEMBER MAY SERVE MORE THAN TWO CONSECUTIVE TERMS BUT MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO SERVE AGAIN FOUR YEARS AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF HIS TERM.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry.


H. 3290 XE "
H. 3290" \b -- Reps. Breeland, R. Brown, Mack, Miller, Scarborough, Stavrinakis and Whipper:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 7-7-140, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO VOTING PRECINCTS IN CHARLESTON COUNTY, SO AS TO REDESIGNATE A MAP NUMBER FOR THE MAP ON WHICH LINES OF THESE PRECINCTS ARE DELINEATED AND MAINTAINED BY THE OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND STATISTICS OF THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


H. 3345 XE "
H. 3345" \b -- Reps. Ceips, Harrison, E. H. Pitts and J. E. Smith:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 1-1-618 SO AS TO DESIGNATE AUGUST 16TH EVERY YEAR AS SOUTH CAROLINA AIRBORNE HERITAGE DAY.


Read the first time and referred to the General Committee.


H. 3399 XE "
H. 3399" \b -- Rep. Harrell:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO ADOPT REVISED CODE VOLUMES 9 AND 10 AND NEW VOLUME 9A OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, TO THE EXTENT OF THEIR CONTENTS, AS THE ONLY GENERAL PERMANENT STATUTORY LAW OF THE STATE AS OF JANUARY 1, 2007.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


H. 3409 XE "
H. 3409" \b -- Reps. Scarborough and Limehouse:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHARLESTON COUNTY AVIATION AUTHORITY'S MEMBERSHIP SHALL BE INCREASED BY TWO MEMBERS, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THESE MEMBERS SHALL BE THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE CHARLESTON COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION, OR THEIR DESIGNEES.


Read the first time and ordered placed on the Local and Uncontested Calendar.


H. 3432 XE "
H. 3432" \b -- Reps. Walker and Skelton:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE THE TWENTY-FOUR SOUTH CAROLINA TECHNICAL COLLEGE STUDENTS NAMED TO SOUTH CAROLINA'S 2007 ALL-STATE ACADEMIC TEAM COMPETITION FOR TECHNICAL COLLEGES, COMMUNITY COLLEGES, AND JUNIOR COLLEGES SPONSORED BY PHI THETA KAPPA, THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES, AND USA TODAY.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.


H. 3443 XE "
H. 3443" \b -- Rep. Lucas:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO HONOR PROFESSOR CHARLES DAVID BROOKS III, OF RICHLAND COUNTY, FOR HIS OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE FIELDS OF EDUCATION AND THEATRE AND FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE BUTLER HERITAGE FOUNDATION AND TO THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.


H. 3444 XE "
H. 3444" \b -- Rep. Lucas:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO HONOR DR. LUNS C. RICHARDSON, OF SUMTER COUNTY, FOR HIS OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION AND FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE BUTLER HERITAGE FOUNDATION LEGACY AND TO THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.


H. 3445 XE "
H. 3445" \b -- Reps. Huggins, Bowen, Agnew, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Anthony, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bedingfield, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Brantley, Breeland, G. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clemmons, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Crawford, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Frye, Funderburk, Gambrell, Govan, Gullick, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Hart, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Jefferson, Jennings, Kelly, Kennedy, Kirsh, Knight, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lowe, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, Moss, Mulvaney, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rice, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Sellers, Shoopman, Simrill, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Spires, Stavrinakis, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Umphlett, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Williams, Witherspoon and Young:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO DECLARE TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2007, AS "SOUTH CAROLINA REALTOR DAY" IN ORDER TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR THE MANY OUTSTANDING REALTORS AND REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS IN OUR STATE.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.


H. 3454 XE "
H. 3454" \b -- Rep. Neilson:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND ORLANDO HUDSON, A NATIVE OF DARLINGTON COUNTY, FOR HIS OUTSTANDING SPORTS ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FIELD OF BASEBALL.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Senator MARTIN from the Committee on Judiciary submitted a favorable report on:


S. 14 XE “S. 14” \b  -- Senators Hayes, Campsen, Vaughn, Mescher, Knotts, Verdin, Alexander and Lourie:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 7‑13‑770, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON NOT ALLOWED WITHIN THE GUARD RAIL OF A VOTING BOOTH, TO AUTHORIZE A DEPENDENT CHILD OF A QUALIFIED ELECTOR TO ACCOMPANY THE QUALIFIED ELECTOR IN THE VOTING BOOTH WHILE HE IS CASTING HIS BALLOT.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator MOORE from the Committee on Judiciary submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


S. 40 XE “S. 40” \b  -- Senators Ford, Knotts and Jackson:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 2‑19‑10, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION, SO AS TO MAKE A TECHNICAL CHANGE AND PROVIDE THAT NO MEMBER IS ELIGIBLE TO SEEK JUDICIAL OFFICE WHILE SERVING ON THE COMMISSION AND FOR ONE YEAR THEREAFTER; TO AMEND SECTION 2‑19‑20, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE THE QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES AND TO PUBLICIZE VACANCIES IN JUDICIAL OFFICES, SO AS TO MAKE TECHNICAL CHANGES TO CLARIFY THAT PERSONS DO NOT SEEK TO BE NOMINATED BY THE COMMISSION BUT, RATHER, SEEK JUDICIAL OFFICE; TO AMEND SECTION 2‑19‑30, AS AMENDED, BY ADDING A PROVISION THAT, WHEN THE COMMISSION FINDS A CANDIDATE UNQUALIFIED, THE CANDIDATE MUST BE FURNISHED A COPY OF THE COMMISSION’S REPORT CONCERNING HIS QUALIFICATIONS, AND TO PROVIDE FURTHER THAT THE REPORT MUST BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL; TO AMEND SECTION 2‑19‑35, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE CRITERIA CONSIDERED BY THE COMMISSION IN DETERMINING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES FOR JUDICIAL OFFICE, SO AS TO MAKE A TECHNICAL CHANGE BY CHANGING THE TERM “MAKING NOMINATIONS” TO “DETERMINING QUALIFICATIONS”; TO AMEND SECTION 2‑19‑70, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR IN EITHER HOUSE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND RELATING TO THE SEEKING OF PLEDGES OF MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE JUDICIAL CANDIDATE IS NOT PERMITTED ON THE FLOOR DURING THE TIME HE IS LISTED AS A QUALIFIED CANDIDATE AND THE ELECTION IS PENDING, AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE THAT THE COMMISSION SHALL RELEASE A LIST OF QUALIFIED CANDIDATES RATHER THAN RELEASING ITS NOMINEES; TO AMEND SECTION 2‑19‑80, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE COMMISSION SELECTING THE THREE BEST QUALIFIED CANDIDATES FOR A JUDICIAL OFFICE AS ITS NOMINEES, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE COMMISSION TO RELEASE A LIST OF ALL QUALIFIED CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE, AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE THAT THE LIST OF CANDIDATES IS BINDING ON THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND TO PROVIDE FURTHER CONFORMING CHANGES; AND TO AMEND SECTION 2‑19‑90, RELATING TO THE JOINT SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HELD FOR THE ELECTION OF JUDGES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION SHALL ANNOUNCE THE LIST OF QUALIFIED CANDIDATES FOR EACH JUDICIAL ELECTION.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator MARTIN from the Committee on Judiciary submitted a favorable report on:


S. 59 XE “S. 59” \b  -- Senators Ford and Knotts:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 7‑15‑320, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO PERSONS QUALIFIED TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A QUALIFIED ELECTOR MEETING CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS MUST BE PERMITTED TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT BY MAIL, AND THAT ANY QUALIFIED ELECTOR MUST BE PERMITTED TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT IN ANY ELECTION IN WHICH HE IS ENTITLED TO VOTE FOR ANY REASON IF THE QUALIFIED ELECTOR APPEARS IN PERSON TO CAST AN ABSENTEE BALLOT AS PROVIDED BY LAW.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator MARTIN from the Committee on Judiciary submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


S. 65 XE “S. 65” \b  -- Senators Martin, Vaughn, McConnell, Knotts, Verdin, Fair and Alexander:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 27-5-75, TO PROVIDE A RIGHT OF INGRESS AND EGRESS TO A CEMETERY, BURIAL GROUND, OR GRAVE LOCATED ON PRIVATE PROPERTY FOR FAMILY MEMBERS, CLOSE FRIENDS, DESCENDANTS OF DECEASED PERSONS, CEMETERY PLOT OWNERS, PERSONS PARTICIPATING IN A LAWFUL BURIAL, OR PERSONS ENGAGING IN GENEALOGY RESEARCH.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator GREGORY from the Committee on Judiciary submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


S. 66 XE “S. 66” \b  -- Senators Martin, Cromer, Vaughn, Knotts, Cleary, Leatherman, Verdin, Fair and Alexander:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTIONS 61-4-90 AND 61-6-4070 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO THE TRANSFER OF AN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE TO A MINOR, TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL TO TRANSFER AN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE TO A PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF TWENTY-ONE YEARS REGARDLESS OF THE MINOR’S INTENT.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator MOORE from the Committee on Judiciary submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


S. 69 XE “S. 69” \b  -- Senators Rankin, Campsen, McConnell, Knotts, Cleary and Fair:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 8-13-740 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO REPRESENTATION OF ANOTHER BY A PUBLIC OFFICIAL, MEMBER, OR EMPLOYEE BEFORE A GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY, TO PROVIDE THAT WHEN AN ASSOCIATE OR BUSINESS WITH WHICH A PUBLIC OFFICIAL, PUBLIC MEMBER, OR PUBLIC EMPLOYEE IS ASSOCIATED REPRESENTS A PERSON BEFORE ANY GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY, UNIT, OR SUBUNIT FOR WHICH THE PUBLIC OFFICIAL, PUBLIC MEMBER, OR PUBLIC EMPLOYEE HAS OFFICIAL RESPONSIBILITY, THE PUBLIC OFFICIAL, PUBLIC MEMBER, OR PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DOES NOT HAVE TO RESIGN OR VACATE HIS SEAT OR POSITION IF HE DISCLOSES THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST AND RECUSES HIMSELF FROM THE VOTE ON THE MATTER THAT IS THE SUBJECT OF THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator GREGORY from the Committee on Judiciary submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


S. 96 XE “S. 96” \b  -- Senators Sheheen and Fair:  A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 6, TITLE 61 OF THE 1976 CODE BY ADDING SECTION 61-6-4155, TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR A PERSON TO USE, OFFER FOR USE, PURCHASE, OFFER TO PURCHASE, SELL, OFFER TO SELL, OR POSSESS AN ALCOHOL WITHOUT LIQUID DEVICE, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES AND EXCEPTIONS.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator RITCHIE from the Committee on Judiciary submitted a favorable report on:


S. 196 XE “S. 196” \b  -- Senators Ritchie, McConnell, Richardson, Mescher and Knotts:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, TO ENACT THE “FAMILY COURT REFORM ACT OF 2007”, BY AMENDING SECTION 15-36-10, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO LIABILITY FOR ATTORNEY’S FEES AND COSTS OF FRIVOLOUS SUITS, TO CLARIFY THAT AN ACTION IN FAMILY COURT IS SUBJECT TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA FRIVOLOUS CIVIL PROCEEDINGS SANCTIONS ACT AND MANDATE SANCTIONS FOR MULTIPLE FINDINGS OF FRIVOLOUS SUITS; TO AMEND SECTION 20‑3‑130, RELATING TO THE AWARD OF ALIMONY AND OTHER ALLOWANCES IN DIVORCE CASES, TO ELIMINATE ADULTERY AS A PROHIBITION TO AN AWARD OF ALIMONY, TO CREATE A CATEGORY OF “LIMITED ALIMONY”, TO CREATE A REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION OF FINITE ALIMONY FOR SHORT‑TERM MARRIAGES AND DEFINE SHORT-TERM MARRIAGES, TO MODIFY THE TIME PERIOD FOR MARITAL MISCONDUCT AS AN ALIMONY FACTOR TO THE DATE OF FILING AN ACTION FOR DIVORCE OR SEPARATE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE AND RELATING TO THE PAYMENT OF ALIMONY AND SEPARATE MAINTENANCE AND SUPPORT IN DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS, TO REQUIRE THAT ALL PAYMENTS MADE BY THE PAYOR MUST BE MADE THROUGH THE CLERK OF COURT UNLESS THE PAYOR SPOUSE DEMONSTRATES THAT HE WILL NOT DEFAULT ON THE OBLIGATION OR PROVIDE ADEQUATE SECURITY FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE SUPPORT, AND TO REQUIRE THAT IF THE PAYOR SPOUSE IS EVER TEN DAYS OR MORE LATE IN PAYING HIS OBLIGATION, THEN, UPON THE FILING OF AN AFFIDAVIT BY THE PAYEE SPOUSE, ALL FUTURE PAYMENTS, ALONG WITH A SERVICE FEE, MUST BE MADE THROUGH THE CLERK OF COURT; TO AMEND TITLE 20, RELATING TO THE CHILDREN’S CODE, BY ADDING CHAPTER 6, ENTITLED THE “SOUTH CAROLINA FAMILY COURT HEARING OFFICER ACT”, TO ESTABLISH FAMILY COURT HEARING OFFICERS; TO AMEND CHAPTER 7 OF TITLE 20, RELATING TO THE PAYMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT, BY ADDING SECTION 20-7-93, TO REQUIRE THAT IN CHILD SUPPORT ORDERS, THE PAYMENT MUST BE MADE THROUGH THE CLERK OF COURT UNLESS THE PAYOR SPOUSE DEMONSTRATES THAT HE WILL NOT DEFAULT ON THE OBLIGATION OR PROVIDES ADEQUATE SECURITY FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE SUPPORT; TO AMEND SECTION 20‑7‑420, RELATING TO THE JURISDICTION OF FAMILY COURT IN DOMESTIC MATTERS, TO ADD A SUBSECTION CONCERNING FAMILY COURT JURISDICTION IN FRIVOLOUS MATTERS AND TO MANDATE THAT JUDGES SANCTION PARTIES WITH TWO OR MORE PRIOR DETERMINATIONS OF FILING A FRIVOLOUS CLAIM OR MOTION; TO AMEND SECTION 20‑7‑472, RELATING TO THE EQUITABLE APPORTIONMENT AND CRITERIA OF MARITAL PROPERTY, TO MODIFY THE TIME PERIOD FOR MARITAL MISCONDUCT AS AN EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION FACTOR TO THE DATE OF FILING AN ACTION FOR DIVORCE OR SEPARATE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE; TO AMEND SECTION 20-7-570, RELATING TO A FALSE REPORT OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT MADE MALICIOUSLY OR IN BAD FAITH, TO MANDATE THAT JUDGES SANCTION THE REPORTING PARTY UPON A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT DETERMINATION OF MAKING A FALSE REPORT MALICIOUSLY OR IN BAD FAITH; AND TO AMEND TITLE 20, BY ADDING CHAPTER 8, ENTITLED THE “SOUTH CAROLINA FAMILY LAW MEDIATION ACT”, TO MANDATE MEDIATION IN ALL DOMESTIC RELATIONS ACTIONS IN FAMILY COURT, TO PROVIDE FOR EXCEPTIONS WHERE MEDIATION IS NOT REQUIRED AND EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE MEDIATION MAY BE WAIVED, TO PROVIDE A TIMEFRAME WITHIN WHICH MEDIATION MUST BE ACCOMPLISHED, AND TO PROVIDE THAT NO FINAL HEARING IN A DOMESTIC RELATIONS ACTION SHALL BE SCHEDULED UNTIL MEDIATION IS COMPLETED IN THE MATTER, UNLESS IT IS EXEMPTED OR EXCEPTED FROM MEDIATION.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator LEATHERMAN from the Committee on Finance submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


S. 366 XE “S. 366” \b  -- Senators Hayes, Land, Courson, Matthews, Grooms and Richardson:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 6‑1‑50, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO REPORTING BY COUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES TO THE OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND STATISTICS OF THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD, SO AS TO CHANGE THE REPORTING DATE; TO AMEND SECTION 6‑1‑320, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE LIMIT ON PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE INCREASES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A REDUCTION IN POPULATION AND A DECLINE IN THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX DOES NOT DECREASE THE APPLICABLE LIMIT; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11‑11‑155 AND 11‑11‑156, RELATING TO THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND AND THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF THE STATE RECEIVE REVENUES FROM THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND, SO AS TO CLARIFY THE METHOD OF DETERMINING AND CALCULATING THESE PAYMENTS, PROVIDING THE SCHEDULE OF THE PAYMENTS TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS, SPECIFYING THE SOURCE OF THE TWO AND ONE‑HALF MILLION DOLLAR MINIMUM PAYMENT TO A COUNTY FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN THE COUNTY, AND SPECIFYING WHEN A REMAINING BALANCE IN THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND IS REMITTED TO COUNTIES FOR PURPOSES OF THE COUNTY OPERATING MILLAGE PROPERTY TAX CREDIT FOR OWNER‑OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY; TO AMEND SECTION 12‑37‑670, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE OPTIONAL ACCELERATION OF LISTING REAL PROPERTY FOR PROPERTY TAX, SO AS TO ALLOW A COUNTY ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTING THE ACCELERATION TO USE A MONTHLY, QUARTERLY, OR SEMI‑ANNUAL SCHEDULE, PROVIDE FOR THE ASSESSOR TO DO THESE LISTINGS, ELIMINATE PROVISIONS PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT IN THE SUCCEEDING TAX YEAR, AND PROVIDE THAT ADDITIONAL TAX IS DUE ON THE VALUE OF THE IMPROVEMENTS LISTED WITHOUT REGARD TO A TAX RECEIPT ISSUED EARLIER FOR PAYMENT ON THE UNIMPROVED PROPERTY; TO AMEND SECTIONS 12‑37‑3130, 12‑37‑3140, AND 12‑37‑3150, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, VALUATION, AND ASSESSABLE TRANSFER OF INTEREST, FOR PURPOSES OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA REAL PROPERTY VALUATION REFORM ACT, SO AS TO DELETE REFERENCES TO “BENEFICIAL USE”, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF “CONVEYANCE” AND PROVIDE THAT TRANSFERS OCCUR WHEN INSTRUMENTS ARE EXECUTED WITHOUT REFERENCE TO THE DATE OF RECORDING AND TO PROVIDE THAT FAILURE TO RECORD GIVES RISE TO NO INFERENCE OR TO WHETHER OR NOT A TRANSFER HAS OCCURRED, TO CLARIFY THE DATE AND PROPERTY TAX YEAR FOR WHICH REVISED VALUES APPLY, DELETE UNIT VALUATION REAL PROPERTY FROM THE APPLICABLE LIMITS, AND PROVIDE THAT THE TRANSFER OF AN INTEREST IN A TIMESHARE UNIT DOES NOT RESULT IN AN ASSESSABLE TRANSFER OF INTEREST; AND TO AMEND SECTION 12‑60‑2510, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX APPEALS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IN NONREASSESSMENT YEARS, AN APPEAL MADE BEFORE THE FIRST PENALTY DATE FOR TAXES FOR THE YEAR APPLIES FOR THAT YEAR AND AN APPEAL FILED ON OR AFTER THAT DATE APPLIES FOR THE NEXT YEAR.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator LEATHERMAN from the Committee on Finance submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


S. 367 XE “S. 367” \b  -- Senators Hayes, Setzler, Matthews, Short, Fair and Richardson:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTIONS 11‑11‑155 AND 11‑11‑156, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND AND THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF THE STATE RECEIVE REVENUES FROM THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND, SO AS TO CLARIFY THE METHOD OF DETERMINING AND CALCULATING THESE PAYMENTS, PROVIDING THE SCHEDULE OF THE PAYMENTS TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS, SPECIFYING THE SOURCE OF THE TWO AND ONE‑HALF MILLION DOLLAR MINIMUM PAYMENT TO A COUNTY FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN A COUNTY, AND SPECIFYING WHEN A REMAINING BALANCE IN THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND IS REMITTED TO COUNTIES FOR PURPOSES OF THE COUNTY OPERATING MILLAGE PROPERTY TAX CREDIT FOR OWNER‑OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY; AND TO AMEND SECTION 6‑1‑320, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE LIMIT ON PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE INCREASES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A REDUCTION IN POPULATION AND A DECLINE IN THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX DOES NOT DECREASE THE APPLICABLE LIMIT AND TO PROVIDE THAT THIS MILLAGE INCREASE LIMIT DOES NOT AMEND OR REPEAL ANY MORE RESTRICTIVE LIMIT APPLICABLE IN OTHER LAW.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR.
THIRD READING BILLS

The following Bills were read the third time and ordered sent to the House of Representatives:


S. 139 XE “S. 139” \b  -- Senators Knotts and Elliott:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 12‑37‑224, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO MOTOR HOMES WHICH QUALIFY AS A PRIMARY OR SECONDARY RESIDENCE FOR PURPOSES OF AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAX, SO AS TO INCLUDE TRAILERS USED FOR CAMPING AND RECREATIONAL TRAVEL PULLED BY A MOTOR VEHICLE.

S. 263 XE “S. 263” \b  -- Senators McConnell, Leatherman and Campsen:  A BILL TO REPEAL SECTION 11‑5‑30, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE OFFICE HOURS OF THE STATE TREASURER.
THE CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED CALENDAR HAVING BEEN COMPLETED, THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE MOTION PERIOD.
MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senator McCONNELL, the Senate agreed to dispense with the Motion Period.

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE ADJOURNED DEBATE.
CARRIED OVER


S. 142 XE “S. 142” \b  -- Senators Malloy, McConnell, Ford, Rankin, Knotts, Cleary, Campsen, Richardson, Hayes, Vaughn, Mescher, Setzler, Fair, Alexander and Lourie:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 23‑3‑620, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO OFFENDERS BEING REQUIRED TO SUBMIT SAMPLES FOR INCLUSION IN THE DNA DATABASE, SO AS TO REQUIRE SAMPLES UPON LAWFUL CUSTODIAL ARREST RATHER THAN FOLLOWING SENTENCING AND AT THE TIME OF INTAKE AT A JAIL OR PRISON, AND TO REQUIRE SAMPLES TO BE PROVIDED BEFORE A PERSON IS RELEASED ON PAROLE, RELEASED FROM CONFINEMENT, OR RELEASED FROM AN AGENCY’S JURISDICTION; TO AMEND SECTION 23‑3‑630, RELATING TO PERSONS AUTHORIZED TO TAKE DNA SAMPLES AND THEIR IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY, SO AS TO DELETE REQUIREMENTS THAT THE PERSONS AUTHORIZED MUST BE CERTAIN TYPES OF HEALTH PROFESSIONALS AND TO PROVIDE THAT ONLY THEY MUST BE APPROPRIATELY TRAINED; TO AMEND SECTION 23‑3‑650 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR COORDINATION BETWEEN SLED AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO PREVENT COLLECTION AND PROCESSING OF DUPLICATE DNA SAMPLES; AND TO AMEND SECTIONS 23‑3‑660 AND 23‑3‑670, RELATING TO EXPUNGEMENTS AND FEES FOR DNA SAMPLES, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR EXPUNGEMENT WHEN CHARGES ARE DISMISSED OR NOLLE PROSSED, TO PROVIDE THAT THE STATE WILL PAY FOR THE COSTS OF COLLECTING AND PROCESSING A DNA SAMPLE, AND TO PROVIDE THAT FEES COLLECTED FROM CONVICTED PERSONS SHALL BE REMITTED TO THE GENERAL FUND OF THE STATE AND CREDITED TO THE STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being the adoption of Amendment No. 1 (JUD0142.012) proposed by Senator HUTTO and previously printed in the Journal of Wednesday, January 31, 2007.


On motion of Senator McCONNELL, the Bill was carried over.  

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE CONTESTED STATEWIDE AND LOCAL CALENDAR.

AMENDED, READ THE THIRD TIME

SENT TO THE HOUSE

S. 182 XE “S. 182” \b  -- Senators Fair, Campsen, Richardson, Hayes and Elliott:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 24‑1‑285 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE SHALL DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN A MARKETING PLAN TO ATTRACT PRIVATE SECTOR BUSINESSES FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF INMATES THROUGH THE PRISON INDUSTRIES PROGRAM; AND BY ADDING SECTION 24‑1‑290 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS SHALL DEDUCT CERTAIN AMOUNTS FROM THE GROSS EARNINGS OF THE INMATES ENGAGED IN PRISON INDUSTRY SERVICE WORK.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being the third reading of the Bill.

Motion Under Rule 26B Adopted


Senator FAIR asked unanimous consent to make a motion to take up further amendments pursuant to the provisions of Rule 26B.


There was no objection.

Amendment No. 1

Senator FAIR proposed the following Amendment No. 1 (182R001.MLF), which was adopted:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:


/

SECTION
1.
Chapter 1, Title 24 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 24‑1‑285.
The Department of Corrections, in conjunction with the Department of Commerce, shall develop and maintain a marketing plan to attract private sector businesses for the employment of inmates through the prison industries program.  The marketing plan must include, but not be limited to, provisions of public advertising to establish a prison‑based industry and a certification by the Department of Commerce that each new contract does not create an unfair competitive wage disadvantage to the local economy.  The negotiation of new contracts and the renewal of existing contracts with private sector entities must be consummated in accordance with procedures established jointly by the Department of Commerce and the Department of Corrections.  The procedures must be drafted to ensure fairness and consistency in establishing contracts with private sector entities seeking to establish or continue prison‑based operations whenever the wage to be paid is less than the federally established minimum wage.  The marketing plan and the procedures for negotiating new contracts and contract renewals must be submitted to and approved by the Budget and Control Board prior to implementation.  The Department of Corrections shall annually submit an audit report of the program to the Senate Corrections and Penology Committee and the House Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee.  The provisions of the section may not be construed to apply to traditional prison industries as authorized in Section 24‑3‑320.”


SECTION
2.
Chapter 1, Title 24 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 24‑1‑290.
The Director of the Department of Corrections may enter into contracts with private sector entities that allow inmate labor to be provided for prison industry service work and export work that involves exportation of products.  The use of inmate labor may not result in the displacement of employed workers within the local region in which work is being performed.  Pursuant to this section, service work is defined as any work that includes repair, replacement of original manufactured items, packaging, sorting, recycling, labeling, or similar work that is not original equipment manufacturing.  The department may negotiate the wage to be paid for inmate labor provided under prison industry service work contracts and export work contracts, and these wages may be less than the prevailing wage for work of a similar nature in the private sector.  However, the Director of the Department of Corrections shall deduct the following from the gross earnings of the inmates engaged in prison industry service work in addition to any other required deductions:



(1)
If restitution to a particular victim or victims has been ordered by a court of appropriate jurisdiction, then twenty percent must be used to fulfill the restitution obligation.



(2)
If restitution to a particular victim or victims has not been ordered by a court of appropriate jurisdiction, or if the court-ordered restitution to a particular victim or victims has been satisfied, then twenty percent must be applied to the South Carolina Victim’s Compensation Fund.



(3)
Ten percent must be retained by the Department of Corrections to defray the costs of the inmates room and board.”


SECTION
3.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor./


Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.

The amendment was adopted.


There being no further amendments, the Bill was read the third time, passed and ordered sent to the House of Representatives with amendments.

CARRIED OVER


S. 157 XE “S. 157” \b  -- Senators McConnell, Vaughn, Campsen, Courson, Richardson, Hayes, Mescher, McGill, Knotts, Elliott, Cleary, Leatherman, Alexander, Verdin, Fair, Setzler, Peeler and Williams:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, TO ENACT THE “SOUTH CAROLINA TEACHER PROTECTION ACT OF 2007”, BY ADDING SECTION 59‑25‑900, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A TEACHER MAY BRING A CIVIL ACTION AGAINST A STUDENT WHO COMMITS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE AGAINST THE TEACHER IF THE OFFENSE OCCURS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS OR AT A SCHOOL‑RELATED EVENT, OR IF THE OFFENSE IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE TEACHER’S PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES, AND TO PROVIDE THAT NO TEACHER HAS CIVIL LIABILITY TO A STUDENT OR TO A PARTY ACTING IN THE INTEREST OF THE STUDENT FOR AN ACT OR OMISSION BY THE TEACHER THAT OCCURS WHILE THE TEACHER IS ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE SCHOOL; AND TO AMEND SECTION 16‑3‑612, RELATING TO THE OFFENSE OF A STUDENT COMMITTING ASSAULT AND BATTERY AGAINST A PERSON AFFILIATED WITH A SCHOOL IN AN OFFICIAL CAPACITY, SO AS TO REDEFINE INTO THREE OFFENSES WITH SEPARATE PENALTIES FOR EACH, INCLUDING ESTABLISHING THE MOST SERIOUS OFFENSE AS A FELONY.

The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being the second reading of the Bill.


On motion of Senator McCONNELL, the Bill was carried over.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED, AMENDED

READ THE SECOND TIME

S. 144 XE “S. 144” \b  -- Senators Malloy, McConnell, Ford, Rankin, Knotts, Cleary, Vaughn, Campsen, Richardson, McGill, Elliott, Fair and Williams:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO CREATE A SENTENCING GUIDELINES COMMISSION TO REVIEW, STUDY, AND RECOMMEND LEGISLATION FOR SENTENCING GUIDELINES, THE PAROLE SYSTEM, AND ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING PROCEDURES FOR NON‑VIOLENT OFFENDERS, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION.

The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Joint Resolution, the question being the adoption of the amendment proposed by the Committee on Judiciary.


Senator McCONNELL spoke on the Resolution.  


The Committee on Judiciary proposed the following amendment (JUD0144.001), which was adopted:


Amend the joint resolution, as and if amended, page 1, SECTION 1, by striking lines 31-37 in their entirety and inserting:


/
SECTION
1.
(A)
There is established the South Carolina Sentencing Guidelines Commission composed of nine members as follows: 



(1)
three members to be appointed by the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee; 



(2)
three members to be appointed by the Chairman of the House of Representatives Judiciary Committee; and



(3)
three members of the Judiciary to be appointed by the Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court.

/

Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.

The committee amendment was adopted.  

PRESIDENT PRESIDES

At 4:25 P.M., the PRESIDENT assumed the Chair.

Amendment No. 1

Senator MALLOY proposed the following Amendment No. 1 (JUD0144.002), which was adopted:


Amend the joint resolution, as and if amended, pages 1 and 2, by striking SECTION 1 in its entirety and inserting:


/
SECTION
1.
(A)
There is established the South Carolina Sentencing Reform Commission composed of nine members as follows: 



(1)
three members to be appointed by the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee; 



(2)
three members to be appointed by the Chairman of the House of Representatives Judiciary Committee; and



(3)
three members of the Judiciary to be appointed by the Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court.



(B)
The members of the commission shall elect one member to serve as chairman. 


(C)
The primary duty of the Sentencing Reform Commission is to prepare a comprehensive report that reviews and recommends:



(1)
appropriate changes to current sentencing guidelines for all offenses for which a term of imprisonment of more than one year is allowed;



(2)
maintaining, amending, or abolishing the current parole system; and



(3)
guidelines for legislation for offenders for whom traditional imprisonment is not considered appropriate.


(D)
The purpose of the report is to enable the General Assembly to consider the Sentencing Reform Commission’s findings and determine whether state laws should be amended. 


(E)
In making its recommendations concerning guidelines, the commission must consider current sentence and release practices and correctional resources including, but not limited to, the capacities of local and state correctional facilities.


(F)
The Sentencing Reform Commission must deliver its report and recommendations to the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee and the Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee no later than May 29, 2008, and the commission shall terminate when the report is made.


(G)
The Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee shall provide appropriate staff for the Senate members and the Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee shall provide appropriate staff for the House members.


(H)
Members of the Sentencing Reform Commission may receive per diem, subsistence, and mileage as provided by law for members of state boards, committees, and commissions.


(I)
The commission is encouraged to apply for and may expend federal funds and grants and gifts it receives from other sources to carry out its duties and responsibilities.
/

Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.

Senator MALLOY explained the amendment.


The amendment was adopted.


There being no further amendments, the Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading.

S. 144--Ordered to a Third Reading

On motion of Senator MALLOY, with unanimous consent, S. 144 was ordered to receive a third reading on Thursday, February 8, 2007.

LOCAL APPOINTMENTS

Confirmations


Having received a favorable report from the Beaufort County Delegation, the following appointment was confirmed in open  session:


Reappointment, Beaufort County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2006, and to expire April 30, 2010

Nancy Doherty Sadler, 130 Old Plantation Drive, Beaufort, S.C. 29907


Having received a favorable report from the Cherokee County Delegation, the following appointment was confirmed in open  session:


Initial Appointment, Cherokee County Board of Voter Registration, with term to commence March 15, 2006, and to expire March 15, 2008

William S. Bratton, 172 Stroupe Estate Road, Gaffney, S.C. 29340


Having received a favorable report from the Greenville County Delegation, the following appointment was confirmed in open  session:


Reappointment, Greenville County Board of Voter Registration, with term to commence March 15, 2006, and to expire March 15, 2008

Gerald W. Barron, Jr., 20 Farrell Kirk Lane, Greenville, S.C. 29615


Having received a favorable report from the Greenwood County Delegation, the following appointment was confirmed in open  session:


Reappointment, Greenwood County Board of Voter Registration, with term to commence March 15, 2006, and to expire March 15, 2008

Kelley G. Lowe, 630 Fairway Lakes Rd., Greenwood, S.C. 29649

ADJOURNMENT

At 4:31 P.M., on motion of Senator McCONNELL, the Senate adjourned to meet tomorrow at 11:00 A.M.

* * *
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