Friday, August 3, 2007

(Statewide Session)

Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter


In accordance with the provisions of H. 4279, the Sine Die Resolution, the Senate assembled at 11:00 A.M., and was called to order by the PRESIDENT Pro Tempore.


H. 4279 XE “H. 4279” \b  -- Reps. Harrell, Merrill and Ott:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL STAND ADJOURNED FROM JUNE 29, 2007, UNTIL JANUARY 14, 2008, AND MAY BE CALLED INTO JOINT ASSEMBLY BY MUTUAL CONSENT OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING AN ELECTION TO FILL A VACANCY IN THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS BY THE SENATE.


A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion by the Chaplain as follows:


The prophet Isaiah states it succinctly as he quotes:


“ ‘Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord.” 

(Isaiah 1:18)


Let us join our hearts and minds as we bow in prayer:


Gracious Lord, the members of this Senate are called back into session today to deal with a special matter that impacts all citizens of this State.  We ask You, dear God, to bestow Your wisdom upon all as they wrestle with the choice for Treasurer.  May each Senator and every staff member sense Your presence in this State House today, and may the results truly be for the absolute best.  Indeed, guide these leaders as they reason together—to Your glory and for the betterment of South Carolina.  In Your loving name we pray, Lord.  

Amen.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR


The following appointments were transmitted by the Honorable Mark C. Sanford:

Local Appointments

Reappointment, Charleston Naval Facilities Redevelopment Authority, with term to commence April 24, 2007, and to expire April 24, 2011

Dorchester County:

Ronnie M. Givens, 122 President Circle, Summerville, S.C. 29483


Reappointment, Laurens County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2007, and to expire April 30, 2011

H. Wayne Copeland, 2961 Hurricane Church Rd., Clinton, S.C. 29325


Reappointment, Darlington County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2007, and to expire April 30, 2011

Cely A. Brigman, 122 Wyandot Street, Darlington, S.C. 29532


Reappointment, Williamsburg County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2006, and to expire April 30, 2010

Martin Ira Easler, 196 Richburg Road, Greeleyville, S.C. 29056


Initial Appointment, Anderson County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2007, and to expire April 30, 2011

Denise M. Malone, 803 Concord Ave., Anderson, S.C. 29621


Initial Appointment, Allendale County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2006, and to expire April 30, 2010

Willard D. Branch, Jr., 425 10th Street, Allendale, S.C. 29827 VICE Walter G. Griffin

Initial Appointment, Fairfield County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2007, and to expire April 30, 2011

Russell D. Price, 394 Loblolly Ave., Winnsboro, S.C. 29180 VICE Robert F. Williams

Expression of Personal Interest

Senator FORD rose for an Expression of Personal Interest.

Motion Adopted

On motion of Senator MARTIN, with unanimous consent, the Senate agreed to go into Executive Session.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

On motion of Senator MARTIN, the seal of secrecy was removed, so far as the same relates to appointments made by the Governor and the following names were reported to the Senate in open session:


Having received a favorable report from the Senate, the following appointments were confirmed in open session:

LOCAL APPOINTMENTS

Confirmations


Reappointment, Charleston Naval Facilities Redevelopment Authority, with term to commence April 24, 2007, and to expire April 24, 2011

Dorchester County:

Ronnie M. Givens, 122 President Circle, Summerville, S.C. 29483


Reappointment, Laurens County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2007, and to expire April 30, 2011

H. Wayne Copeland, 2961 Hurricane Church Rd., Clinton, S.C. 29325


Reappointment, Darlington County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2007, and to expire April 30, 2011

Cely A. Brigman, 122 Wyandot Street, Darlington, S.C. 29532


Reappointment, Williamsburg County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2006, and to expire April 30, 2010

Martin Ira Easler, 196 Richburg Road, Greeleyville, S.C. 29056


Initial Appointment, Anderson County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2007, and to expire April 30, 2011

Denise M. Malone, 803 Concord Ave., Anderson, S.C. 29621


Initial Appointment, Allendale County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2006, and to expire April 30, 2010

Willard D. Branch, Jr., 425 10th Street, Allendale, S.C. 29827 VICE Walter G. Griffin

Initial Appointment, Fairfield County Magistrate, with term to commence April 30, 2007, and to expire April 30, 2011

Russell D. Price, 394 Loblolly Ave., Winnsboro, S.C. 29180 VICE Robert F. Williams

STATEWIDE APPOINTMENTS
Confirmations

Initial Appointment, Secretary of Transportation, with term coterminous with Governor 

Harry B. Limehouse, Jr., 3960 Gift Blvd., Johns Island, S.C. 29455


Initial Appointment, Ninth Circuit Solicitor

Scarlett A. Wilson, 940 Tall Pine Road, Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 29464 VICE Scott Schools

Initial Appointment, Director, Department of Health and Human Services, with term coterminous with Governor 

Mary Emma Forkner, 840 Sunrise Trail, Spring Branch, TX 78070 VICE Robert Kerr
RECESS

At 11:36 A.M., on motion of Senator MARTIN, the Senate receded from business until 12:55 P.M.


At 12:55 P.M., the Senate resumed.

RECESS

At 12:55 P.M., the Senate receded from business for the purpose of attending the Joint Assembly.

JOINT ASSEMBLY

Election

At 1:00 P.M., the Senate appeared in the Hall of the House.


The PRESIDENT Pro Tempore of the Senate called the Joint Assembly to order and announced that it had convened under the terms of a Concurrent Resolution adopted by both Houses:


H. 4279 XE “H. 4279” \b  -- Reps. Harrell, Merrill and Ott:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL STAND ADJOURNED FROM JUNE 29, 2007, UNTIL JANUARY 14, 2008, AND MAY BE CALLED INTO JOINT ASSEMBLY BY MUTUAL CONSENT OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING AN ELECTION TO FILL A VACANCY IN THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS BY THE SENATE.

Election to the Position of State Treasurer

The PRESIDENT Pro Tempore announced that nominations were in order to elect a successor to the position of State Treasurer.  


Representative Cato placed the name of Representative Converse A. Chellis III in nomination.  


Senator PEELER placed the name of Senator W. GREG RYBERG in nomination.  

Remarks by Senator PEELER


Thank you Mr. PRESIDENT, members of the House of Representatives and members of the State Senate. I rise to nominate GREG RYBERG for Treasurer of the State of South Carolina. Senator RYBERG has proven that he wants the job. He has proven that he is qualified to serve as our Treasurer of the State of South Carolina. Senator RYBERG has enjoyed a long and successful business career that gives him both the experience and knowledge to oversee the finances and investments of our State. Senator RYBERG started his own business and grew it from the ground up. He knows the importance of fiscal responsibility and sound management and he knows the dangers of unchecked spending and runaway debt. He knows from experience how to manage a business and the Treasurer's Office is really the largest business in our State. We need someone there who knows how to get the most for our money. 


Senator RYBERG knows the issues of the Treasurer's Office. GREG RYBERG has beaten the drum on the Retirement Systems for years. He talked about unfunded liabilities before we had them because he could see them coming.  He talked about the burden on the taxpayers because he knew that they would bear it. Still he has been a long-standing advocate of guaranteeing the cost of living adjustment for retirees and pre-funding their health care so as to ensure they get what they deserve. GREG RYBERG has been one of the very few who has fought for the retirees and taxpayers at the same time. What he says today is what he has said last year and for five years before that. 


Senator RYBERG is a man of unquestioned honesty, integrity and sincerity.  Many in this room will disagree with Senator RYBERG on certain issues.  Many in this room know that GREG RYBERG is both tenacious in his beliefs and consistent almost to a fault.  With Senator RYBERG you know exactly what you are getting from the first time that you talk to him.  I can think of no better quality in someone whom we expect to represent us to the people who underwrite our financial security. 


I urge you to join me and vote for Senator RYBERG today.  We are fortunate to have the right man for the job here among us.  So we can do our duty today and leave knowing that we have done the absolute best we could for our beloved State, South Carolina.  You heard a nomination earlier and will possibly hear more nominations after I sit down.  All the people that are being nominated today are good, honest public servants, but I want to ask you personally to give GREG RYBERG your vote for the State Treasurer.  He is without a doubt the most qualified from the whole field of candidates.  You know in your heart that Senator RYBERG wants this job.  He has proven that he wants this job.  He has stood the test twice and this is the third time. I ask you to give him your vote today. 

Thank you.


Senator COURSON moved that the Joint Assembly stand adjourned.  


The Reading Clerk of the Senate called the roll of the Senate, and the Senators voted viva voce as their names were called.


The following named Senators voted in the affirmative:

Bryant
Campsen
Courson

Grooms
Verdin

Total--5


The following named Senators voted in the negative:

Alexander
Anderson
Ceips

Cromer
Elliott
Fair

Ford
Gregory
Hawkins

Hayes
Hutto
Jackson

Knotts
Land
Leatherman

Leventis
Lourie
Malloy

Martin
Matthews
McConnell

McGill
O’Dell
Peeler

Pinckney
Rankin
Reese

Scott
Setzler
Sheheen

Short
Thomas
Vaughn

Williams

Total--34


Representative J. H. Neal asked unanimous consent for the members of the House to be granted leave to vote by electronic roll call.


The following named Representatives voted in the affirmative:

Ballentine
Duncan
Huggins

Limehouse
Pitts, E.H.
Talley

Total--6


The following named Representatives voted in the negative:

Agnew
Alexander
Allen

Anderson
Anthony
Bales

Bannister
Barfield
Bowen

Bowers
Brady
Branham

Brantley
Breeland
Brown, G.
Brown, R.
Cato
Chalk

Clemmons
Clyburn
Cobb-Hunter

Coleman
Cooper
Cotty

Dantzler
Davenport
Delleney

Edge
Frye
Funderburk

Gambrell
Govan
Haley

Hamilton
Hardwick
Harrell

Harrison
Hart
Harvin

Haskins
Hayes
Herbkersman

Hinson
Hiott
Hodges

Hosey
Howard
Jefferson

Jennings
Kelly
Kennedy

Kirsh
Knight
Leach

Littlejohn
Loftis
Lowe

Lucas
Mack
Mahaffey

McLeod
Merrill
Mitchell

Moss
Neal, J.H.
Neal, J.M.
Neilson
Ott
Owens

Parks
Perry
Pinson

Pitts, M.A.
Rice
Sandifer

Scarborough
Scott
Shoopman

Simrill
Skelton
Smith, D.C.
Smith, F.N.
Smith, G.M.
Smith, G.R.

Smith, J.R.
Smith, W.D.
Spires

Stavrinakis
Stewart
Taylor

Thompson
Toole
Umphlett

Viers
Walker
Weeks

White
Whitmire
Williams

Witherspoon

Total--100


By a total of 11-134, the Joint Assembly refused to stand adjourned.  


Senator MARTIN moved that the nominations be closed and the Joint Assembly proceed to ballot.  


The Reading Clerk of the Senate called the roll of the Senate, and the Senators voted viva voce as their names were called.


The following named Senators voted for Representative Chellis:

Alexander
Anderson
Ceips

Elliott
Ford
Hutto

Jackson
Knotts
Land

Leatherman
Leventis
Lourie

Malloy
Matthews
McConnell

McGill
O’Dell
Pinckney

Rankin
Reese
Scott

Short
Williams

Total--23


The following named Senators voted for Senator Ryberg:

Bryant
Campsen
Courson

Cromer
Fair
Gregory

Grooms
Hawkins
Hayes

Martin
Peeler
Ryberg

Setzler
Sheheen
Thomas

Vaughn
Verdin

Total--17


Representative J. H. Neal asked unanimous consent for the members of the House to be granted leave to vote by electronic roll call.


The following named Representatives voted for Representative Chellis:

Agnew
Alexander
Allen

Anderson
Anthony
Bales

Ballentine
Bannister
Barfield

Bowen
Bowers
Brady

Branham
Brantley
Breeland

Brown, G.
Brown, R.
Cato

Chalk
Clemmons
Cobb-Hunter

Coleman
Cooper
Cotty

Dantzler
Davenport
Delleney

Duncan
Edge
Frye

Funderburk
Gambrell
Govan

Haley
Hamilton
Hardwick

Harrell
Harrison
Hart

Harvin
Hayes
Herbkersman

Hinson
Hiott
Hodges

Hosey
Howard
Huggins

Jefferson
Jennings
Kelly

Kennedy
Kirsh
Knight

Leach
Littlejohn
Loftis

Lowe
Lucas
Mack

Mahaffey
McLeod
Merrill

Mitchell
Moss
Neal, J.H.
Neal, J.M.
Neilson
Ott

Owens
Parks
Pinson

Pitts, E.H.
Pitts, M.A.
Rice

Sandifer
Scarborough
Scott

Sellers
Shoopman
Simrill

Skelton
Smith, F.N.
Smith, G.M.
Smith, G.R.
Smith, W.D.
Spires

Stavrinakis
Taylor
Thompson

Toole
Umphlett
Viers

Walker
Weeks
White

Whitmire
Williams
Witherspoon

Total--99


The following named Representatives voted for Senator Ryberg:

Clyburn
Haskins
Limehouse

Perry
Smith, D.C.
Smith, J.R.
Stewart

Total--7

RECAPITULATION
Total number of Senators voting
40

Total number of Representatives voting
106
Grand Total
146

Necessary to a choice
74

Of which Representative Chellis received
122

Of which Senator Ryberg received
24


Whereupon, the PRESIDENT announced that the Honorable Converse A. Chellis III was elected to the position of State Treasurer for the term prescribed by law.

Statement by Senator CLEARY


Had I been present for the election for State Treasurer, I would have voted for Senator RYBERG.  

Resignation of Representative Chellis


Representative Chellis tendered his resignation from the House of Representatives effective immediately.  

Oath of Office Administered


Speaker Harrell administered the Oath of Office to State Treasurer Chellis.  


The purposes of the Joint Assembly having been accomplished, the PRESIDENT Pro Tempore declared it adjourned, whereupon the Senate returned to its Chamber and was called to order by the PRESIDENT Pro Tempore.


At 1:50 P.M., the Senate resumed.

Committee to Inform the Governor


The PRESIDENT Pro Tempore appointed Senators GROOMS, THOMAS and MALLOY to a committee on the part of the Senate to inform the Governor that the Senate had completed its business and was ready to adjourn Sine Die. 

Committee to Inform the House


The PRESIDENT appointed Senators MARTIN, CEIPS and WILLIAMS to a committee on the part of the Senate to inform the House of Representatives that the Senate had completed its business and was ready to adjourn Sine Die. 

Committee from the House


Representatives Ott, Merrill and Brady appeared in the Chamber to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives had completed its business and was ready to adjourn Sine Die. 

and

MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senators LEVENTIS and LAND, with unanimous consent, the Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the memory of Henry Charles Fienning, beloved son of Charles and Suzanne Fienning, who passed away on July 30, 2007.  He was a student at Harvard University, where he was majoring in music. He excelled in his education, was a former Rotary exchange student in Stockholm, Sweden, was fluent in Swedish and Spanish, and had the special privilege of being a graduate of the Governor's School for the Arts & Humanities.  He had the distinguished honor of performing as a member of the Harvard Krokodiloes (a 12-man a cappella singing group that toured the world), earned the rank of Eagle Scout and was a member of the Order of the Arrow.  Henry was an extremely talented and gifted young man, who touched the life of everyone who had the blessing of knowing him, and he will be deeply missed by his friends and family.  

ADJOURNMENT

At 1:51 P.M., on motion of Senator MARTIN, the Senate adjourned Sine Die.

* * *
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