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The House assembled at 10:00 a.m.
Deliberations were opened with prayer by Representative J. H. NEAL, as follows:

[bookmark: file_start2]Our thought for today is from Jeremiah 10:10: “But the Lord is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king;  at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation.”
Let us pray. Gracious Father, we call upon You today, asking Your blessings upon this Body, upon this State, and upon this Nation. We ask for Your guidance, for Your strength, and for Your wisdom. Give us Father, an ability to do good things as we labor here in this vineyard. Then Father, give us the ability to run on and seek what the end is going to be. We ask you for these blessings in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Let us all say Amen.
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Pursuant to Rule 6.3, the House of Representatives was led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America by the SPEAKER.

After corrections to the Journal of the proceedings of yesterday, the SPEAKER ordered it confirmed.

MOTION ADOPTED
Rep. HORNE moved that when the House adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Carl Sellers of Summerville, which was agreed to.

REPORT RECEIVED
The following was received:

[bookmark: file_start8]Findings of Fact
The Committee to Screen Candidates for Boards of Trustees of State Colleges and Universities finds the following candidates for Boards of Trustees qualified.  Background reports from the State Law Enforcement Division show no felony charges against any of the candidates.

Memorandum To:     	Clerk of the House
                                    	Clerk of the Senate
Re:                              	Committee Hearings, February 17, 2009

The Committee to Screen Candidates for Boards of Trustees of State Colleges and Universities finds the following candidates for Boards of Trustees qualified. Background reports from the State Law Enforcement Division show no felony charges against any of the candidates.
Coastal Carolina University
	Six congressional districts, one at-large
	1st District, Seat 1 (expires 2011)	Mr. Larry Biddle
				Ms. Natasha M. Hanna
	2nd District, Seat 4			Robert G. Templeton
	3rd District, Seat 6			Mr. William L. Lyles, Jr. 
	4th District, Seat 8 (expires 2010)	Mr. D. Wyatt Henderson
				Mr. Brad Spink
  	5th District, Seat 10			Mr. Robert D. Brown
	6th District, Seat 12			Mr. J. Wayne George
	At-large, Seat 14			Mr. William H. Alford
College of Charleston
	At-large, Seat 13 (expires 2010)	Mr. Daniel Ravenel

South Carolina State
	Two congressional districts, two at-large
	5th District, Seat 5			Ms. Linda Edwards-Duncan
	6th District, Seat 6			Mr. Maurice G. Washington
				Ms. Patricia Lott
   	At-large, Seat 8			Dr. Shirley Portee Martin
				Mr. Bill Goodwin, Jr.
      				Mr. James C. Hampton
     				Mr. Matthew T. Richardson
   	At-large, Seat 10			Mr. Jonathan Pinson
				Mrs. Carolyn M. Govan
   				Mr. Lemeul C. Stephens


Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
	At-large
	four seats			Mr. Stewart Cooner
				Mr. Russell E. Hart
				Mr. Wayne Sims
				Mrs. Elizabeth Thrailkill
Winthrop University
	One congressional district, one at-large
	1st Cong. District (expires 2012)	Mr. Timothy Sease
	At-large, Seat 9		 	Mr. Dalton B. Floyd, Jr. 

Old Exchange Building Commission
One At-Large Seat - Term to Expire 2012

Alexia Jones Helsley
C. Steven Moskos
Greg Ohanesian
Donald D. Pittman

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Jake Knotts, Chairman	Rep. Joan Brady, Vice-Chairman
Senator Thomas Alexander	Rep. Lanny F. Littlejohn
Senator Harvey Peeler, Jr.	Rep. David Mack
Senator Yancey McGill	Rep. Bill Whitmire 

COMMITTEE TO SCREEN CANDIDATES
FOR BOARDS OF TRUSTEES OF STATE
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

The meeting was conducted on Tuesday, February 17, 2009, 433 Blatt Building, Columbia, South Carolina, before Lisa F. Huffman, Court Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of South Carolina.

APPEARANCES:

Senator Jake Knotts, Vice Chairman
Senator Thomas Alexander
Senator Harvey S. Peeler, Jr.
Representative Lanny F. Littlejohn
Representative David Mack
Representative Bill Whitmire

Sophia Derrick, Administrative Assistant

CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. At this time, we'll go to the At-large, Seat 10. Mr. Leonard --
MS. DERRICK: That's Lemeul.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: -- Lemeul Stephens. Mr. Stephens?
MR. STEPHENS: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Would you come forward and give us a little information as why you want to be on the South Carolina State Board. But first of all, I'm going to ask you a few questions. These are just basic questions we have to ask everybody. 
Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
MR. STEPHENS: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis? 
MR. STEPHENS: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board?
MR. STEPHENS: No, sir. I do currently serve on the 
Board of Directors of the State Club at the University from which, if I were selected, I would resign.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
MR. STEPHENS: No, sir. I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any other have any questions they would like to ask about any of his possible conflicts? Okay. Hearing none, why do you want to serve on the South Carolina State Board?
MR. STEPHENS: Good morning. First, I'd like to express my condolences to the committee and to the entire legislature on the death of the previous chairman of this committee, the Honorable Representative Olin Phillips. I know his absence will create a conspicuous void in your chambers. To the Honorable Vice Chairman of this Screening Committee, Senator Jake Knotts, and other esteemed members of the Committee: My name is Lemeul Stephens and I am seeking approved candidacy for election to Seat 10 of the South Carolina State University Board of Trustees. Having at one time served on the state commission of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, I'm acutely aware of particular and specific requirements that Boards of Trustees must meet in providing excellent governance. It has been much to my chagrin that I have all too often run the various misguided and embarrassing governance practices that plagued our university. While there are certainly astute, progressive, and learned individuals who are seated on our Board, that have the requisite leadership skills and insights. Until they serve in the majority, it will be impossible to redirect its path. I present myself to you today as one who has the leadership skill set, a wide variety of relevant experiences, and the fortitude to help reshape our Board. My mantra is a vision to establish both a mind set and a template for excellent governance. In tandem with like-minded Board members who are unafraid to engage in spirited debate and -- about pertinent paths to effective leadership, we can focus our emphasis on policy functions that drive administrative decision making, protect intellectual property rights, eliminate conflicts of interests, in both in writing and in practice, abide by the very clear distinction between policy development and administrative function. I have the leadership skills, the insight required into the required governance paradigms, and the related experience to assist in the metamorphosis of our Board, which has already begun with some of the more recent elections. The information that I have provided to you provides just a glimpse into the totality of my preparation for this commitment. I stand ready to accept the responsibility, devote the time and energy, and rise to the challenge of this call. Thank you. Now I'll accept any questions that you may have for me.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do we have any questions from any Board members?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you, sir.
MR. STEPHENS: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: I'd like for all of the candidates to please stand and raise your right hand. Larry Biddle, Natasha Hanna, Robert Templeton, William Lyles, Wyatt Henderson, Brad Spink, Robert Brown, Wayne George, William Alford, Daniel Ravenel, Linda Edwards-Duncan, Maurice Washington, Patricia Lott, Shirley Martin, Bill Goodwin, James Hampton, Matthew Richardson, Jonathan Pinson, Carolyn Govan, Lemeul Stephens, Stewart Cooner, Russell Hart, Wayne Sims, Elizabeth Thrailkill, Timothy Sease, and Dalton B. Floyd. Also, Alecia -- Alex -- Alex --
MS. DERRICK: Alexia
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Alexia Helsley, Steven --
MS. DERRICK: Moskos.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Moskos, Greg Ohanesian, Donald Pittman. I hope I didn't do too much damage to your last name. Would you raise your right hand? Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth to this commission so help you God?
THE CANDIDATES: I do.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Be seated. Okay. The next one is Linda Edwards-Duncan.
SENATOR PEELER: Before we make a motion on Mr. Stephens, can we bring him back up just for a second --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Mr. Stephens, if you'd come back up, please?
SENATOR PEELER: Mr. Stephens, I was looking at your civil disobedience in 1964 demonstration and then a simple assault in '76. You want to expand on that a little?
MR. STEPHENS:  Yes, sir. I'd be happy to. Let me say that first of all, there are no city or state records of these charges, but in the interests of full disclosure, I made that a part of my filing to the committee. Back in the early '70s as an assistant principal at a high school, one of my responsibilities was to supervise the custodial staff. I had a night crew. And it came to my attention that one of my female custodians was leaving the premises to affect a liaison with another staff member. I confronted her about this and to extract revenge, I suppose, she reported to her husband that I assaulted her, not sexually, that I physically assaulted her. He then filed charges saying that he came to the school and when he arrived, I had already dragged his wife out into the street in front of the school and was beating her. Obviously, the charges were dismissed because there was no credence to them.
SENATOR PEELER: So there's no record of this. You just --
MR. STEPHENS: Yes, sir. I provided you with the details. But there are no records on file of that incident.
SENATOR PEELER: And you haven't had any problems since then?
MR. STEPHENS: Oh, oh, I've had any number of notable positions since then.
SENATOR PEELER: Thank you. Thank you, sir. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any other members?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, sir.
MR. STEPHENS: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. The next person will be Linda Edwards-Duncan. Ms. Duncan.
MS. EDWARDS-DUNCAN: Good morning.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Good morning. How are you today?
MS. EDWARDS-DUNCAN: I'm doing well.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Ms. Edwards-Duncan, Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity? 
MS. EDWARDS-DUNCAN: No, sir. I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis? 
MS. EDWARDS-DUNCAN: Yes, sir. I will.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board? 
MS. EDWARDS-DUNCAN: No. I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
MS. EDWARDS-DUNCAN: No. There are none.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you. Why do you want to serve on South Carolina State?
MS. EDWARDS-DUNCAN: First, I would like to thank you for considering my personal situation and I would also like to thank you for all that you do for our state. I also express my condolences in the loss of Representative Phillips. I am Linda Edwards-Duncan, an educator in the public school system of Cherokee County for nearly -- well over three decades. I am seeking reelection to 5th District, Seat 5 of the South Carolina State University Board of Trustees. As a trustee, I have honed my skills through training, publications, and membership in the Association of Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges. I have proudly served my alma mater from 2004 to 2005 in an unexpired term, and was reelected in 2005 for a full term. In these nearly five years, South Carolina State has made many exceptional accomplishments. We have made critical assessments of ourselves and the service we render as a Board and builders of the future. These assessments have been invaluable and increasing our effectiveness and efficiency. The future holds even more promise as we continue to position ourselves for sustained growth and development in academics, finances, capital improvement, and student services. Yes, we are faced with many challenges that we have great concerns for and for our future. But there is a supreme promise that trouble that does not last always. And in that, I put my faith, hope, and trust. The community and the state stands to benefit as we look for ways to improve, offer more to our students, to allow our faculty to conduct much needed research all to meet the ever growing demand for restructure and change in our state and nation. My commitment to the South Carolina State University Board of Trustees has been demonstrated through my contributions, my attendance to committee and Board meetings, as well as to many local and state university events. I believe in this institution. It gave me my foundation. I greatly desire the opportunity to continue our forward momentum to take more projects off the back burner to full implementation, and to support the transition of our new president. I want to turn our challenges into growth and progress. Thank you again for this opportunity.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you. Any members of the Board have any questions?
SENATOR PEELER: She is from Gaffney?
MS. EDWARDS-DUNCAN: Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: If you're from Gaffney, that's a good recommendation.
SENATOR PEELER: Enough said.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you.
MS. EDWARDS-DUNCAN: Thank you very much.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Appreciate it. The next person. We'll just go down in order now. The next person being Maurice Washington, 6th District, Seat 6.
MR. WASHINGTON: Good morning.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Good morning, sir.
MR. WASHINGTON: Thank you for --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Let me ask a few questions.
MR. WASHINGTON: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: First we'll do some housekeeping. Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity? 
MR. WASHINGTON: No, sir. I don't.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. WASHINGTON: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board? 
MR. WASHINGTON: No, sir. I don't.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
MR. WASHINGTON: No, I don't.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you. And tell the commission why you wish to serve.
MR. WASHINGTON: Well, thank you, commissioners, for allowing this public forum. I'm greatly appreciative. This is my third appearance before this very distinguished body. Seven and a half years ago, I stood before you asking for a first shot at serving on South Carolina State University Board of Trustees. You gave me that shot. Four years later, I returned and asked for a second term, and you gave me that second opportunity. As a graduate of South Carolina State –- my wife is also a graduate of South Carolina State, I serve SC State very diligently as a student leader serving two terms as president of the student government association, six years as chairman of the Board of Trustees, in fact, shortly elected chairman after ten months of service. I have given my all as a student, as an alumnus, and as a trustee of South Carolina State. I've worked hard. I've never missed a single board meeting in my entire tenure as a member of the board of trustees. I've worked to secure resources. I worked to partner with other institutions and private sector on economic development initiatives for the state and the university. And we have some new challenges. Challenges that are different from the ones we faced just a short time ago. I believe that I can continue to impact in a positive way the future of South Carolina State, the future of our students and the future of our constituents. And I very much appreciate again, this opportunity to come before you and make the case as to why I should return.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Any members of the Board have any questions? Mr. Washington, let me ask you one just for information. Are you currently involved in any of the lawsuits against the university?
MR. WASHINGTON: Yes, I am, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Any other Board members?
MR. WASHINGTON: Yes, we are, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Tell me the nature of that lawsuit and what it involves.
MR. WASHINGTON: One involved the non-renewal of a former president's contract and this same individual is also suing the university, so I would imagine collectively, as a governing body, I would be involved in that lawsuit there as well.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Did you bring the lawsuit?
MR. WASHINGTON: No, sir. The former president brought the lawsuit against the university and certain members of the Board of Trustees.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. So he's suing the Board and you as a member along with the Board. You're not a part of –- a party to suing the university?
MR. WASHINGTON: No, I'm not. No. Now he is suing the university and I believe five or six members of the Board of Trustees who participated in the non-renewal of his contract. If I may --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Yes.
MR. WASHINGTON: –- Mr. Chairman, when I stood before
 this body seven and a half years ago, the issues were accreditation issues, student retention and graduation rate, but more importantly, fiscal issues. I pledged as a candidate to work diligently to correct the problems that concern not just the members of the General Assembly, but also, the -- our alumni, the business community, the citizens of the state. And as one of my colleagues mentioned in her opening statement, we have done exactly what you charged us to do. We've corrected the financial deficiencies at South Carolina State University. We have held those who should be held accountable for excellence in education. We have held true to our principle duty and responsibility. That is teaching and learning. We've expanded the footprint of South Carolina State by almost four square miles, including picking up additional properties in Charleston City through a memorandum of understanding with the DOT and the City of Charleston. We have forged incredible business partnerships with SCRA, the World Trade Center. Just recently, we started discussions with the South Carolina Maritime Association, the divide in the I-95 corridor developments. So we have done remarkable things. We have conducted academic audits, HR audits to ensure that academically, we're teaching what corporate America is looking for in today's graduates. We have done the HR audit to weed out. We were the only institution in '07/'08 for the year not to raise tuition on the backs of our students and their strapped households. And I believe as we move forward to face new challenges, having lost about $8 million recently in new budget cuts, I believe that the wrong thing to do is to return to raising tuition on the backs of these students. I think we need to think more creatively, look more critically, and hold the line as we govern ourselves through these very, very difficult financial times.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any other members? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, Mr. Washington.
MR. WASHINGTON: Thank you, sir.
(Representative Littlejohn enters the room.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: We have just joining us Representative Lanny Littlejohn.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Chairman, I want to apologize for being late.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: That's all right.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Things come up --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Well, I understand that.
SENATOR PEELER: Chairman, as you well know, I've got a ten o'clock meeting that I must attend. If it pleases the committee, I'd like to leave you my proxy with any and all matters that come before the committee.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Mr. Chairman, at some point, I'm going to have to leave as well, and I would also like the record to reflect that. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you. Senator from Gaffney, if you'd like to since we have the people -- more members here, we could go ahead at this time before we take up the next thing and make the officers for the next year.
SENATOR PEELER: Okay.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Is that going to be okay with you?
SENATOR PEELER: Okay.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: With that said, we will now elect the officers for next year. Do we have any motions?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Mr. Chairman, I have a motion. I'd like to elect Jake Knotts, which is you, as Chairman of this committee.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay.
SENATOR PEELER: I move the nomination be closed and 
Senator Knotts elected by acclamation.
THE COMMITTEE: Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: All right. Let it be reflected that the nomination be closed and Jake Knotts has been elected by acclamation. Vice Chair, do we have any nominations?
SENATOR PEELER: Well, I will choose Representative Brady for being absent. I will present Representative Joan Brady be elected Vice Chairman.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK: Second.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: I would move that the nominations be closed and Representative Brady be --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Well the motion is seconded. The nominations have been closed to elect Joan Brady -- Representative Joan Brady the Vice Chair. At this time, all in favor say, "Aye."
THE COMMITTEE: Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. That's what happens when you're absent. 
SENATOR PEELER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, sir.
(Senator Peeler exits the room.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: The next person on the list is the -- Patricia Lott -- Ms. Patricia Lott.
MS. LOTT: Morning.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Ms. Lott. I have a few questions to ask you -- housekeeping questions. Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
MS. LOTT: No, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis? 
MS. LOTT: Yes, I would, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board? 
MS. LOTT: No. Only one thing at present. I am the national alumni president, but my term would end at the same time that I would be appointed.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay.
MS. LOTT: Should I be.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
MS. LOTT: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Ms. Lott, if you would, tell the commission how you -- why you would like to serve on the Board.
MS. LOTT: Sure. Chairman Knotts, other members of this committee. First, good morning to all of you. Who is Patricia Brown Lott and why is she seeking Seat No. 6 on the Board of Trustees of South Carolina State University. I am an 1963 and 1979 graduate of South Carolina State. I have two children. Both of them are also graduates. And truly, as our alma mater states, I am a loyal daughter. I have been an active member of our national alumni association for over 30 years, and have held positions on the local level as secretary, treasurer, president, and on the national level as first vice president, and as I stated earlier, I am currently the president. As a loyal daughter of my alma mater, I have served -- and records will indicate -- on numerous committees over the years. Records will also indicate that I give back financially each year to our scholarship guild. I am a 25-year season ticket holder, a member of the state club, just to name a few. And I have been an ex-officio member of the Board for the last three and a half years. With these experiences, my knowledge of the university and its constituents, and my relationship with alumni, I feel all make me uniquely qualified to serve as a regular voting member of the South Carolina State University national -- Board of Trustees –- sorry, South Carolina State University Board of Trustees. Also, as a veteran educator, I am very knowledgeable of educational trends and best practices. My past experience as a secondary principle gives me a road of knowledge to the responsibilities that the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools require as related to governance. To serve as a regular voting member of the Board of Trustees would be an honor and another way which I can continue to give back to my alma mater, singing its praises, and rally to its call. This is my personal testimony as to why I feel qualified and wish to serve my alma mater.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you very much. Any members of the Board of commission have a question? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you very much.
MS. LOTT: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let me ask the Board something. Would you rather do them by seat or would you rather do them by the whole board itself as we do the screening?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: As we get through with them.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: As we get through with the entire list?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: With the ones voting for SC State.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. All right. The next person on the list would be At-large, Seat 8, Ms. Shirley Martin. Ms. Martin. Shirley Portee Martin.
MS. DERRICK: She called to say that she'd be running late.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. We'll go back to her. Okay. Mr. Bill Goodwin, Jr. How are you doing Mr. Goodwin?
MR. GOODWIN: Fine.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Let me ask you a few questions. Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity? 
MR. GOODWIN: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis? 
MR. GOODWIN: Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board? 
MR. GOODWIN: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
MR. GOODWIN: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: And tell the Board why you would like to serve?
MR. GOODWIN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you members of the committee. Thank you for your service. I'm an alumnus of this university and for the past hundred plus years, South Carolina State has provided an excellent education, a great working environment and great citizens for the state of South Carolina and for our great nation. For -- over twenty years ago, I graduated and it, you know, it gave so much to me. It's uniquely woven into the fiber of who I am. And so I think as we embark on these trying days ahead, we need board members who are going to be fiscally responsible. I think we need board members who are going to work together harmoniously to provide our students, and our faculty, and our supporters, and our fine citizens of the state, a university that we can be proud of. I think that South Carolina State has presented promise over 100 years of service to all the citizens of South Carolina. And what happens at South Carolina State not only affects alumni or friends of South Carolina State, but I think it affects all the citizens of South Carolina. We need to be proud of our university. I think we need to have board members who present a professional business-like manner. I think we need to have board members who have a lot of business ethics. I think in business, through my experiences on different boards and committees, working together and solving a problem can somehow create the leadership style that all our students and faculty can rally around. Working together is important, you know. I want to be a part of South Carolina State's Board because I've been sitting on the sideline for twenty years and I don't want to complain about what's going on at the university anymore. I want to become a part of it and make a difference. So thank you for this opportunity for me to be heard today.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you. Are there any questions from any Board members?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Goodwin.
MR. GOODWIN: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: The next person is James Hampton. Mr. Hampton, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
MR. HAMPTON: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. HAMPTON: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board?
MR. HAMPTON: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. HAMPTON: I do, sir. But if I'm elected to the Board, I will resign that position.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Tell us what that is.
MR. HAMPTON: Currently, I am a town councilman for the City of Lincolnville.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. And you would resign if you were elected?
MR. HAMPTON: Yes, sir. I would. I have been a councilman for 24 years for the City of Lincolnville and I have been retired from the Air Force, from the school system, and I've chosen that now is the time for me to look for additional challenges and provide additional services.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Hampton. Tell us why you want to serve on the Board.
MR. HAMPTON: Chairperson Knotts, committee, protocol already been established. I thank you all for giving me this opportunity to come before you today. I wish to serve as the member of the Board of Trustees for the South Carolina State University because I realize that I have been blessed with great opportunities. And after having taken advantage of those opportunities, from what my mother and father taught me years ago about respect, good values, and also making sure that I knew that education was very important. Not so much that I really though that that was everything that was going at the time, but they made -- they drilled that into me so. As I took advantage of those opportunities to get a good education, to learn to serve and to give back, I have chosen that now is the time for me to provide that service. I also realize that I didn't get to where I am today because I was just so good and everything was just laid out for me. It was because other people did some things for me. Some people helped me. So having had an opportunity to serve in the military for 23 years and learn leadership service and also obtain a good education, I have chosen that now is the time for me to give something back. And having given back as a principal of a high school, town councilman for the City of Lincolnville, also, performing many services throughout mentioning. While as a principal of a high school, I directed students to the various different colleges. I also had an opportunity to visit South Carolina State, Clemson, other schools in order to see how those students were doing. And now, I feel that it's another opportunity for me to participate in helping the Board of Trustees at this South Carolina State University working as a team, to do what is necessary to make sure that this university continues on the path that it has for the last 113 years. I know that, again, as I said to you earlier, all that I have accomplished in my life was not because I did it all by myself. Someone helped me. So I have chosen to give something back and that is the reason why I feel that I am fully qualified to participate. I know that one person cannot do a job by themselves. But I've learned to work as a team, whether we're with the military and getting jobs done, which were very difficult, it's not all about one person, it's about a team and a mission. I've learned that at a high school, you don't get a job there done by yourself. It is a collaboration of the students, the teachers, the parents, and the staff. And I also learned that as a city, it takes the entire town council, the citizens, and everyone else in order to get the job done. And at South Carolina State University, it would take a dedicated team to continue the progress that this outstanding university has provided for all these years. I also know that because my wife, my daughter, my son, and about ten or fifteen other of my family members graduated from the university -- South Carolina State University, that the time that I've spent there, that I can be a contributor. Thank you very much.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any member of the commission have a question? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you. Coming today, the next person will be Matthew Richardson.
MR. RICHARDSON: Good morning, Mr. Chairman, members of the committee.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you. Got a few housecleaning questions. Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity? 
MR. RICHARDSON: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis? 
MR. RICHARDSON: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board? 
MR. RICHARDSON: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
MR. RICHARDSON: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you for coming today and tell us why you want to serve on the Board.
MR. RICHARDSON: We all benefit from higher education in this state and we grow stronger when that opportunity to learn and earn a degree is available to all our children. South Carolina State University is essential to our collective future, especially for our economic growth to be universally realized. Every educational institution needs trustees who understand their role of setting policy and not interfering with the day-to-day operations. I want to use my education from Barnwell Public Schools, Duke University, and the University of South Carolina School of Law and my experiences and contacts as an attorney, a businessman, and a father to serve the best interests of South Carolina State University and this entire state. Thank you very much.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any members of the Board have any questions?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you, sir.
MR. RICHARDSON: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We now have Ms. Shirley Martin, I believe she just came in.
MS. MARTIN: Yes. Good morning.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Good morning.
MS. MARTIN:  First, I'd like to apologize. I somehow got caught in the wrong traffic --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: That's fine.
MS. MARTIN: -- each time I come in this direction.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Ms. Martin?
MS. MARTIN: Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity? 
MS. MARTIN: No, sir, I don't.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis? 
MS. MARTIN: Yes, I will.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board? 
MS. MARTIN: No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
MS. MARTIN: No, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. If you would, since you came in late and were not sworn in before with all the other candidates, would you raise your right hand?
MS. MARTIN: Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth to this commission, so help you God?
MS. MARTIN: I do.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Tell us why you would like to serve. I believe you're on the Board now?
MS. MARTIN: Yes, sir. I've been on the Board for two years. I feel very fortunate to have had a two year tenure with the Board. The thing that excites me most about South Carolina State University is that it's a university that provides social mobility. More than 80 percent of our students are first generation college students. When I look at the unemployment rates and the other concerns that we have here in the state of South Carolina, I know to combat those kinds of issues, we've got to increase the employability skills of our citizens. I think South Carolina State is doing a phenomenal job in that direction. More than 80 percent of our students that graduate from the university stay in South Carolina. I think it's incumbent upon us as Trustees of the Board that oversees an institution's operation, to see to it that we can train our next set of leaders and our employees in the state so that we can move the unemployment rate from an all time high to an all time low. I see that as one of the responsibilities of South Carolina State University. I think if I had to celebrate anything that's happened in the last two years that excites me most about having been on this Board and why I'm asking to continue in that role, is because I think we've done an awesome job with working in the direction of improving the academy, the educational institution at the university by providing the best possible opportunities for our students. We're looking at the programs that we're offering and saying, "Is this what we need to offer our kids? Are the educational opportunities in South Carolina available for these degrees?" And we've spent a lot of time and we continue to spend time trying to make sure the university is a good match for the needs of South Carolina.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any members have a questions for Ms. Martin?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Ms. Martin, since you're on the Board already, what's your feeling on increasing enrollment and tuition in the future?
MS. MARTIN: The cost of higher education's a major concern for us. I think we've got to be very creative in how we deal with that, especially at South Carolina State University, since a very large percentage of our students are first generation college, which means of course, that they don't have the financial know-how or the financial power to support their educational needs. So we've got to find a creative way -- we've got to look at our programs and decide what's needed and what's not needed. And we've got to make those very difficult decisions as to what will best fit the needs of not only the students, but their future growth in the state of South Carolina, so that's very important to us.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: I don't know if you answered my question or not about how you feel on a future increase in enrollment at SC State?
MS. MARTIN: Well we're at 4,000 plus students. I think increasing enrollment has to be the direct result of offering the kinds of programs that offer opportunities for those programs. To increase enrollment, to increase revenue, I think, is the wrong way to do it. To increase enrollment because there's a need and we can fit that need, then I'm all in favor of it.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: And the tuition?
MS. MARTIN: And the tuition?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Are you in favor of holding the line on that or increasing it?
MS. MARTIN: I'd love for it not to increase because, as I said earlier, the kind of -- the populations that we serve, but I also know that we're going to have to look at the financial situation and decide how best -- how are we going to continue to operate this institution as funds continue to dwindle and shrink?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Any other member have a question? Ms. Martin, since it has been brought up, you're serving presently on the Board now, right?
MS. MARTIN: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: What is your position on Board members charging per diem and mileage to go to football games and has that been a practice and will that continue to be a practice?
MS. MARTIN: I think that's an issue. You have to look at Board policy and see how the Board has, you know, what does the policy dictate. When they're going to these events to support the cause of the university, I think it's acceptable. When you're going to these events to head fund-raising drives, to meet with alumni in those cities and do those kinds of things, I can see it as a function of the Board. If you're just going to be entertained at a football game, that's totally different. What I see with Board members at South Carolina State is that when they go to football games, they go in on Friday, they hold major fundraisers on Friday evening, they meet with alumni to secure more support for the university. And in turn, this is just a plus, an added bonus to the university. If it's just attend the football game, I very much oppose it. If it's to make -- raise funds and garner support for the university, I think those are things Board members should be actively engaged in.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Are you familiar with the Classic that's held at Williams Brice Stadium?
MS. MARTIN: Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Have you ever asked for or received any per diem to come to that classic?
MS. MARTIN: No, sir. I wouldn't have needed it. I live in Goose Creek.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Do you know of any other Board members that have asked for per diem to come to that classic?
MS. MARTIN: Because that's not shared with us individually –- each person does their thing differently. They -- that's handled through a different department, I would not know. I've read media coverage of -- negative coverage of things of that sort, but to say that I know that, no, sir, I don't.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Are you aware that other boards and commissions in this state do not receive any per diem to go to football games?
MS. MARTIN: No, I'm not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: And at looking at that, I checked other boards from the other college boards and that is something that like Clemson, University of South Carolina, Citadel, those college boards, they don't charge for per diem. And I looked at some of the people at South Carolina State and they were charging mileage and per diem to come to a football game and I didn't see anything else other than just coming to the football game that I was made aware of that they were doing. So as a new Board member, would you be willing to look into that and to correct that problem?
MS. MARTIN: I would have no problems with not -- discontinuing the per diem. I don't think we have any members on that Board that would have to have a per diem or mileage to attend a game. But as I said earlier, every game that I have attended, that other Board members have attended, they've all been involved in other activities, not just attending a football game. I and myself personally, I attended a game in central Florida, but I went down on Friday and was starting a $1,000 club, which we then made our contributions before any alumni did. So I don't see where Board members are in need of the funds, because Board members are contributing financially at much higher levels than what those per diems are. Also, on Sunday of that week, we met with alumni at their offices to secure support for the university. So I didn't see that as a weekend of a football game. I saw that as a weekend of garnering support for the university. Which is something that I do think that we're going to have to a lot more of at South Carolina State because we've got alumni that are doing tremendous things all over the country. But we've got to get those people into our support bracket for South Carolina State.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: I just think that you need to look at that because of the fact of the situation we're in with money and taxes coming to the college, should be going to the college, and I think you need to look at the practice. And the Board needs to look at that practice since other universities don't take up the taxpayer's funds to go to the ball games. Okay?
MS. MARTIN: Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any other member?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Martin. And I'd like to call Mr. Washington back up to ask him the same question in all fairness.
MR. WASHINGTON: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: I'd like to ask you that a while ago. Are you aware of Board members that charge per diem to go to football games?
MR. WASHINGTON: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: No, sir? You've never done it?
MR. WASHINGTON: No. No, no. I don't.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay.
MR. WASHINGTON: Mr. Chairman, I --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Would you be willing to look at that policy?
MR. WASHINGTON: Absolutely, it is as Dr. Martin said earlier, very much so inappropriate. It's not a practice that I'm aware of. As I said earlier, I served six years as chairman and I had other responsibilities outside of the game itself and still didn't charge a per diem to attend the game or to carry out or participate in the outside functions of the game.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: As Chairman of the Board, do you sign off on -- or did you sign off on all per diem requests and mileage requests?
MR. WASHINGTON: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: You did not?
MR. WASHINGTON: No, sir. It's handled by the administration.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. All right. Any other members?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Washington.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Mr. Chairman, I have a formal inquiry about the statement of economic interests. Are things like this supposed to be listed on that or do we know? Are they supposed to be listed as income, I guess, on the statement of economic interests?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. 
MR. WASHINGTON: Was that a question for me?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: No, sir. Just stating that in the future that any of these per diems or mileage need to be listed on your economic interest form that you have to file. For the Board's information, I received this last year and I looked into it and there was quite a bit of money by some Board members that were being used for airplane travel, per diem, even mileage to and from Orangeburg to Columbia and hotels for the weekend, and stuff like that to attend a football game. And checked with the other colleges and boards and Clemson sent me a letter that they do not do it, never have done it. University says it -- their money comes out of the alumni –- not the alumni, but the --
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Foundation.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: –- foundation -- foundation and stuff of that nature.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Mr. Chairman, were they listed on the statement of economic interests, or is that were you got your information from?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: No, sir. I got my information from a letter that was sent to me by a concerned person down in Orangeburg that is an alumni of South Carolina State.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay.
MR. WASHINGTON: Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Yes, sir.
MR. WASHINGTON: May I please?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Yeah.
MR. WASHINGTON: Because you -- you've expanded a little bit.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Step back up to the mic.
MR. WASHINGTON: When I say --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: State your name.
MR. WASHINGTON: Maurice Washington. When I say, "There aren't any per diem," I'm referring specifically to mileage reimbursement. I am aware of hotel accommodations. However, reimbursement for hotel stays, I don't sign off on them. That's administrative process. If there is an early morning function that Saturday morning, Trustees may come in the night before to be in place on time. Homecoming activities, fundraiser events, commencement ceremonies, things of that nature, we do pay for those who are participating. The program, we pay for hotel accommodations, but I'm not familiar with the mileage piece and things of that nature.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Airline tickets and stuff like that?
MR. WASHINGTON: Airline tickets, that's a bit
excessive. I have participated in airline purchases, but we traveled to Washington, D. C., the President, and myself, and other Trustees to sign a $42 million dollar dormitory development.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We're talking about football games.
MR. WASHINGTON: No. No. No. Football games, I -– no, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I understand going to Washington to seek money --
MR. WASHINGTON: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  –- and finance.
MR. WASHINGTON: Yes, sir. Football game, no sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Athletic events?
MR. WASHINGTON: No, not to my knowledge, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, sir. We have not --
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Mr. Chairman, if I could --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: -- just say one thing, to be fair, we don't put a throw lightning at just one school. Are we sure that other schools aren't doing the same?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I got letter from Clemson and I got a letter from the university back last year to find out about it, and we were looking at budgets at that time, and that's how I came about it.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Those schools were not doing it?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Other schools were not doing it. If they were doing it, it was coming out of a fund other than taxpayer's.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: We have completed the South Carolina State --
MS. DERRICK: We have Jonathan Pinson.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Oh, that's right. Excuse me. We've got one more group. At-large, Seat 10. Jonathan Pinson. Mr. Pinson, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity? 
MR. PINSON: No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis? 
MR. PINSON: Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, 
professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board? 
MR. PINSON: No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
MR. PINSON: No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Mr. Pinson, if you would, tell the Board why you wish to serve.
MR. PINSON: Thank you. I've had the honor of serving four years on the Board, and excuse me, I've got something drainage going this morning, and look forward to another four years. The university is moving forward. We've done a lot of great things. The first year -- first term I served on a year, I was able to secure one of the largest corporate gifts to the university from Wachovia, played a pivotal role in landing the presidential debate at the university. And one of the things that we done. We had Semaphore come in a do a study to find what's the image of South Carolina State across the state of South Carolina. And one of the things that we found out was is that our image dwindles the farther we get away from the university. So once you get to the upstate, I mean, Greenville, there's less media coverage, there's less knowledge about what's taking place at the university. And one of the things that I've worked hard to do is to make sure that we keep the university in the forefront of some of the major corporations in the upstate: BMW, Michelin, GE, Fluor Daniel, and try to make sure that we connect the university with those corporations. As we're going through these economic hard times here in the state of South Carolina. And there was an article in the USA Today paper just recently that printed the HBC user is having a harder time through these economic hard times at most universities. And the reason being is that our foundations are smaller than a lot of universities. We don't have the funds that's been secured over the years that we can tap into to help through economic hard times. So one of the things that we're focusing on now, is looking at how we raise funds and how we connect with corporations and our alumni. And those are some of the things that we know going forward. It's going to be pivotal for South Carolina State and every university to stay abreast and stay competitive in this environment and look at what programs we're offering. One of the things that we've been blessed with is that we have a nuclear engineering program. And as we know, there are several nuclear plants that's being launched across the nation. I've been in talks with SCANA, Duke Power and some other things about how do we connect with the university, and get our engineers involved, and how can they play a better role in helping up make sure that we stay on the cutting edge of our programs and making sure our students have the jobs that are out there once they graduate. Also, we have a transportation center that we're breaking ground on. And one of my major clients is Federal Express up in Memphis, Tennessee. And I've been in talks with them, too, about how can they get more involved with the university and the talks have been strong because they want to get involved. And they're excited to hear about the transportation center being at an HBCU. So it's those talks and it's those discussions that I feel going forward, we ought to make sure we connect the university with. It is what I've strived to do since I've gotten on the Board and I look forward to another four years of continuing to develop these relationships for the university.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Discussion from any members of the Board or commission? Have any questions? Okay. Mr. Pinson, you heard what I asked the others. Do you have an objection to reviewing that policy and taking action to correct it if it is being abused?
MR. PINSON: No. You know, we saw some of the articles that was in the paper that was written about Board members at South Carolina State and we always strive to make sure that we're in compliance with what's going on in the state. And one of the things that we talked about through economic hardships that, you know, that South Carolina is going through with the budget cuts -- is looking at cutting out the per diem and how can we be more fiscally responsive to help out -- to play our role as a Board and lead the way in cut-backs. So, no.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any other Board members? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Pinson. Our next candidate is Carolyn -- Ms. Carolyn Govan.
MS. GOVAN: Good morning. Good morning.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Good morning, Ms. Govan.
MS. GOVAN: Sorry I was late.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Were you sworn earlier with the rest?
MS. GOVAN: No. No, sir. I wasn't.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. If you would raise right hand, please. Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth to this commission, so help you God?
MS. GOVAN: So help me God.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you. I have a few questions. Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
MS. GOVAN: No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis?
MS. GOVAN: I can. Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board? 
MS. GOVAN: No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
MS. GOVAN: Not at all.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. If you would, tell us why you want to serve Ms. Govan.
MS. GOVAN: I'm Carolyn Govan, a graduate of South Carolina State Class of '74. I had the honor to be one of the first of our nation to graduate from our fine institution. Over the years, I have participated in various activities that involve with the institution. I believe in South Carolina State as it relates to education. I've worked within the grassroots of education for over 31 years. I've served on a South Carolina Audits Commission for eight years. And I believe a board should be there to set policy. South Carolina State to me is home, although I attend other institution, South Carolina State gave me my beginning. I'm one of those graduate students, the first in the home to graduate from South Carolina State. I promote South Carolina State anywhere I go whether it be in the local Pee Dee area or in other states. South Carolina State to me represents home, represents an image. As a graduate of South Carolina State, I felt, as everyone has, we've been reading some of the information that's gone in the papers. I was concerned about image. I felt that there's some things that were said in the paper may or may not be true. But I feel that it was time to step up to the plate and hopefully give the leadership needed for us to move in the 21st century in a global society. As an educator, I may not have the -- all the tools to meet with all the corporate people, but as an educator, I know that South Carolina State needs the leadership that understands education, understands the student population, and understands that our students who attend South Carolina State are –- a lot of them are from low economical background. But it's that poverty that we need to pull us out -- ourselves out of the poverty that a lot of our students may encounter. I am a student and a product of South Carolina State. I'm a product of South Carolina. I'm proud to be an alumni of South Carolina State. And I would like that opportunity possibly to serve on this Board, please.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any members of the board want to have any questions?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you very much for coming. At this point, we have finished the South Carolina State Screening and we will have a motion.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Lemeul Stephens, is he –- Lemeul Stephens.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Stephens was the first candidate.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Oh, okay.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir. We've already heard him.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Mr. Chairman, I would recommend that SC State Seats 5, 6, 8, and 10 applicants be reported out favorably.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK: Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion and a second. Any discussion? All in favor say, "Aye."
THE COMMITTEE: Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. All opposed? Okay. Let me explain to the members. Would all the members of South Carolina State that just got screened please stand. Okay. Let me remind each and every one of you that you are not to -- you have been reported out as favorable, but you are not to accept any Seat or any commitments for vote until the Screening has issued its letter and that will be 48 hours.
MS. DERRICK: Well, it has to be printed in the Journal.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: It has to be printed in the Journal. And at that point in time --
MS. DERRICK: Forty-eight hours later.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Forty-eight hours later, you can seek commitments. Does anybody here not understand that? Because if you violate that, that will disqualify you. Okay. Thank y'all for coming. Appreciate y'all intent to serve. Okay. The next thing we have is the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School. Remember brevity is always of interest when you have four seats and four counties. Okay. The first person is Stewart Cooner. Let me, for the interest of time, Mr. Stewart Cooner, Mr. Russell Hart, and Mr. Wayne Sims, and Mrs. Elizabeth Thrailkill. If all of y'all will please stand? Okay. Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
THE CANDIDATES: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis?
THE CANDIDATES: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board?
THE CANDIDATES: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
THE CANDIDATES: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Let the record reflect that all candidates answered these questions appropriately. Okay. Mr. Cooner?
MR. COONER: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Tell us why you -- we've already sworn all of them. Let me ask you to tell the Board -- you're an incumbent and seeking reappointment. And tell them why you would like to continue, sir.
MR. COONER:  Yes, sir. It has been my honor to serve the students, faculty, administration of Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School as a member of its Board of Trustees. In the years that I've served, these past four years, have certainly been momentous. But the years ahead are unprecedented. Times such as these cannot be daunted by the threats of adversity but must be quickened by thoughts of possibilities. That is the approach that Dr. Gray took and it's the tradition that I would like to continue. It would be my privilege to serve the students, faculty, and administration of Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School as a member of its Board of Trustees for a second term.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any Board member have any questions?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, Mr. Cooner. The next 
is Mr. Russell Hart. Mr. Hart, thank you for coming today. You're an incumbent to seek reappointment. Will you tell the Board why you would like to serve and be reappointed?
MR. HART: Yes, sir. Presently I'm serving there and presently I'm chair of that committee -- of the Board. I've served on that Board for several years. Having spent my entire career in working with the youth of South Carolina and teaching, coaching public school in South Carolina, YMCA work, and Parks and Recreation. I have seen first-hand what Wil Lou Gray program does for our youth of our state. They modify their behavior. They send them back out in the community as an asset rather than a liability. And that's the future of our state and all societies for our youth and I wish to continue to be a part of that program there.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any Board member have any questions? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, Mr. Hart.
MR. HART:  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Next is Mr. Wayne Sims.
MR. SIMS:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. First of all, I'd like to say it's been a privilege to serve on the Board of Trustees. I've served with dignity, integrity, and honesty to the school Wil Lou Gray. First of all, I'd like to just tell you I was a member of foster care review board for almost ten years. I saw the types of children that we work with each and every day in foster care. When I came on board four years ago, I met young men and young women and staff and personnel who were developing those children who have fell in the cracks and who were lost in the state of South Carolina with no hope. I want to continue working these young people and particularly working with Pat Smith and his group of fine staff. I have officiated high school football for forty years. I gave up this past year. Basketball for 37 years and in my spare time, I did baseball for 10 years –- high school. I've always worked with young people. I've never had problems dealing with young people. They just want their problems to be important to us. You know, as an adult, we think children don't have problems. We all have children. Their problems are serious to them just as we have problems that are serious to each of us. I want to continue working. And most of all, I'd like to give thanks to the general assembly for the funding that's been provided to this school. I know it's been a tough year and you've had a tough job, but we want to say thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. Thank you, Mr. Sims. Any member -- Mr. Sims?
MR. SIMS: Pardon me?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: We just want to -- we're not through yet.
MR. SIMS: I'm sorry. I didn't hear you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Does any Board member have any questions --
MR. SIMS: Oh, okay.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: -– for Mr. Sims?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Sims.
MR. SIMS: Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Appreciate it. Mrs. Thrailkill. Thank you, Mrs. Thrailkill. If you'll tell the Board why you would like to continue service.
MS. THRAILKILL: I've previously served on the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School Board and it -- and currently, I'm serving as vice chair. I've served several terms and we don't have the question of attending football games and that sort of thing, but I'm always impressed when the times get tough. A lot of people run away from service, but our Board has not. We have a very able leadership of Mr. Pat Smith. He is really shepherding us through some rough times and some not so rough times. I'd like to extend the thanks on behalf of my Board for the continued support. Dr. Gray was a legend in this state for education. She dedicated her life to education and the citizenry of this state. I also believe that we have a place as citizens of this state and in America of taking part in helping give back in some way. Of our service to organizations, to -- we've enjoyed the good things and we need to pass that on. I appreciate our funding. I appreciate your support in coming out and being interested in our school, particularly you, Mr. Knotts. You've been interested in us a long time and we thank you for that. We haven't been forgotten. I'd like to continue service on this Board because we have a place in this state. I want us to keep that place. I see service to boys and girls, having been an educator for thirty-one years and working still with students -- I think I have a place on that Board to help us continue. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. Is there any Board members? Yes, sir, Representative Littlejohn.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Ms. Thrailkill, I'd just like to publicly thank you and the Board for the job that y'all have done over the last few years. And I think you've come in today and not had an opposition for that is a compliment to the job that you're doing and publicly thank you for the service to the kids of South Carolina.
MS. THRAILKILL:  Thank you, Representative Littlejohn, I appreciate that.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other member? I'd like to say one thing, too, Mrs. Thrailkill. For all the members that just came to offer for reelection. This school in my district, right around the corner from my house, on the property right before -- across from the airport. As a young boy at Airport High School, they offered welding and other courses like that under the Opportunity School for brick laying, welding, plumbing, stuff of this nature, which a lot of the high schools don't offer, but now, they -- their mission has totally changed to help kids in the entire state that have problems getting along in school and getting through school. And they have done a tremendous job. I remember whenever we'd have four seats and we'd have eight or ten people applying and finally we worked it out to where the Board now as you see here today came unopposed. And that tells you are they are doing a good job both in the community and also in the eyes of the citizens of entire state because these kids come from all over South Carolina, and I just want to thank the Board for doing what they're doing.
MS. THRAILKILL: Thank y'all.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Yes, sir, Representative Mack.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK: Mr. Chairman, since this is testimony time. I wanted to also echo my support and my admiration for the school. I've been able -- I'm from Charleston and I, in the past, I've been able to get students in. Not everyone can pull off the type school that you do and the way you do it. So, congratulations.
MS. THRAILKILL:  Thank you. I'm sorry Mr. Smith isn't here to hear this. He was unable to come; he's in another meeting. Because he's always very supportive and he usually comes and is in our cheerleader section.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I think he hears it every day from the community out there that --
MS. THRAILKILL:  Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: –- surrounds the school.
MS. THRAILKILL:  He's another reason that we enjoy serving. We don't worry about the things that he's usually worried about. We just make policy. Thank you very much.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other member? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you very much. We have now completed the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School. Do I hear a motion?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Mr. Chairman, I move we'll vote the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School out favorably.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That's Stewart Cooner, Russell Hart, Wayne Sims, and Elizabeth Thrailkill. Do I hear a second?
REPRESENTATIVE MACK: Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any discussion? All in favor say, "Aye."
THE COMMITTEE: Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed? Thank y'all for coming and I'd must remind if all of y'all would please stand? Even though you're unopposed, you're not to seek commitment until it is printed in the Journal and in 48 hours afterwards.
THE CANDIDATES: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you very much. I appreciate you coming. The next is Winthrop University. 1st Congressional District expires 2012. Mr. Timothy Sease. For the Board, on your sheet, this is two different seats. One's a 1st Congressional District, I think expires 2012 and the other one is an At-Large, Seat 9. Mr. Sease, please tell us -- well, first of all we need to do some housecleaning. Will both the candidates please stand? Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
THE CANDIDATES: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis?
THE CANDIDATES: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board?
THE CANDIDATES: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
THE CANDIDATES: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. Let the record reflect that they all were answered appropriately. Mr. Sease, tell us why you'd like to serve?
MR. SEASE:  Well, first of all, thank you, Senator Knotts. I too, was a graduate of Airport High School, so it's interesting to hear you mention Airport. The bottom line is --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: I remember.
MR. SEASE:  Sir?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: I remember.
MR. SEASE: Yes, sir. The bottom line is: we care deeply about Winthrop. And we've been involved since our graduation back in 1987 from Winthrop University. Worked with the Young Alumni Council. Had an opportunity to serve on the Winthrop Foundation Board. Had an opportunity to serve as President of the Winthrop Alumni Association 2005-2007. We were fortunate enough to attend, on our tab I will mention, the -- probably the greatest sporting event Winthrop was involved in. You may remember we played Notre Dame in Spokane, Washington in the March Madness. Actually won that game. But we care deeply about Winthrop. Winthrop is really -- we'd like to say, kind of a shining –- shining institution up on the hill, up on Rock Hill. But we want to do everything we can to certainly continue the good work that's been done and we appreciate the opportunity hopefully to continue that process.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any members of the Board have any questions?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
MR. SEASE:  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Next is Dalton Floyd. Mr. Floyd, tell us why you would like to serve?
MR. FLOYD:  I'm currently serving on the Board as an appointee and the by-law at Winthrop prevent any appointee from serving in a leadership capacity at Winthrop. And for that reason, I chose to offer for this At-large Seat. I feel that I have contributed and been a positive influence on the Board to this point and would like to continue to do that. I've also had experience serving on the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education and I feel that experience working with all the college and universities and also with independent schools, can contribute to my experience in enabling me to help Winthrop.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any members of the Board have any questions?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, Mr. Floyd.
MR. FLOYD:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Floyd and Mr. Sease. Just before -- could I hear a motion? That is for the Winthrop University.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Mr. Chair, I move that the people here for Winthrop University Board be passed out as ready.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That's Mr. Timothy Sease and Mr. Dalton Floyd.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE: Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion to second. Any discussion? All in favor say, "Aye."
THE COMMITTEE: Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed? Okay. The next on the agenda -- let's go to College of Charleston At-large, Seat 13 expires in 2010. Mr. Daniel Ravenel, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
MR. RAVENEL: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. RAVENEL: Yes, I would.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board?
MR. RAVENEL: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. RAVENEL: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Tell us why you would like to serve, sir?
MR. RAVENEL: MR. Chairman, I have been involved in higher education first at the College of Charleston in a number of fund raising capacities. Ended up being the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the foundation for the College of Charleston. I then went on to serve eight years at the Commission on Higher Education in South Carolina and ended up being the Vice Chairman of that body. I was appointed by Bobby Harrell to the state -- the South Carolina Higher Education Study Committee and has served as chairman of that. We're getting ready to roll that plan out in the next month or so. I'm very actively involved in higher education and have been since 1986 and I enjoy it very much. I find that it's entirely rewarding. I think there are a number of things that can be done in this state which would enhance the state overall. That can begin with higher education. So I think it's a noble cause. If you measure the three most damning statistics that we can generate in this state, that being health or life expectancy, educational attainment, and personal average income, higher education needs to play a greater role in benefitting our state in those three areas. And I would hope that I would be able to add to the effort of the College of Charleston to serve the entire state of South Carolina.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Does any member of the Board have any questions for Mr. Ravenel?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, Mr. Ravenel.
MR. RAVENEL:  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  The College of Charleston had one applicant. Do I have a motion?
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE: I move that we report out Mr. Ravenel in favor.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion. Do I have a  
second?
REPRESENTATIVE MACK: Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any discussion? All in favor of reporting out Mr. Daniel Ravenel, say, "Aye."
THE COMMITTEE: Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Ravenel, as I stated to the rest of them, until it is printed in the Journal, even though we've reported you out, you're not to seek any commitments, even though you're unopposed until 48 hours after it's been printed in the Journal.
MR. RAVENEL: I understand the rules, Senator.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. Thank you very much.
MR. RAVENEL:  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you for asking to serve. Okay. The next is the Coastal Carolina University. Would the following people please stand: Larry Biddle, Natasha Hanna, Robert Templeton, William Lyes, Wyatt Henderson, Brad Spink, Robert Brown, Wayne George, and William Alford? I am missing someone. No, I'm here. Okay. I see. Okay. Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
THE CANDIDATES: No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis?
THE CANDIDATES: Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board?
THE CANDIDATES: No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir?
MR. BIDDLE: I may have one. My son --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  State your name, sir.
MR. BIDDLE:  Larry Biddle. My son, Marshall's Law Firm has been retained by one of the groups that are talking to Coastal about the Arena. And I've declared that at the Coastal Educational Foundation, also -- center.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. If elected to serve on the Board and you're serving, what would you do in the event that that would become an issue brought
before the Board? 
MR. BIDDLE: I would refrain from all discussion.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You'd recuse yourself?
MR. BIDDLE: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: And refrain from all discussion?
MR. BIDDLE: Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Anything else?
MR. ALFORD: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: State your name.
MR. ALFORD:  My name is Billy Alford or William Alford. I'm in the fire and water restoration business and over a period of a number of years, we have done work for Coastal and I acknowledge that in my statement in all the documents that are prepared for this committee today. And at any time, if anything's come up, I've recused myself from that.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. Any question from Board members? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Would you -- do you -- will you continue doing work for the Board?
MR. AFFORD:  If asked, yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. What would you do in the event of any discussions or anything brought before the Board involving work that you would be bidding on?
MR. ALFORD:  I would recuse myself.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You would recuse yourself from voting or would you recuse yourself from any participation of discussion or asking any other members to support you or both? Explain how you would -- excuse me.
MR. ALFORD: I would --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Excuse me just a minute. Excuse me just a minute. Explain to the Board what you mean by recuse yourself? What would you do?
MR. ALFORD: I would not be involved in any discussion, nor would I do anything to influence any member of the Board or any administration or administrator to do any work at Coastal.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: And you place it on the record?
MR. ALFORD:  Yes, sir. I have in the past as well.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. All right. Any other members of the Board have any questions on that? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Any other persons out there have any conflicts of interests? 
THE CANDIDATES: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
THE CANDIDATES: No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Yes, sir?
MR. BIDDLE: Larry Biddle.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Larry Biddle.
MR. BIDDLE: Yes, sir. I currently serve as Vice Chairman of the South Carolina Governor's School for the Arts and Humanities in Greenville. And if elected, or if appointed, I would resign that position. I also currently serve as Vice Chairman of the Buildings and Grounds Committee on the Coastal Educational Foundation and I would resign that role. And I also currently serve as Chair of the Board of Visitors of the College of Education. I'd resign that role as well.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. All right. Any questions from the Board? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank y'all. The first person before us would be Larry Biddle. Mr. Biddle, tell us briefly why you would like to serve on the Coastal Carolina University Board.
MR. BIDDLE:  I have a passion for Coastal Carolina University for over four decades. I actually worked there when it was a university campus, so it's been an active role for a long time at CCU. I kind of need to tell you this, I guess, to kind of give you an idea of where I come from. I was not born in the South, but I got here as quick as I could. I was born in Denver and grew up in Sacramento, California. And I was fortunate to be selected by New York University to study at the University of Madrid. I met a blonde southern belle from Converse College in Conway, South Carolina who was a Burroughs. And a few years later, we were married. And after completing a Master's in Spain, I -- we settled in Conway. It wasn't the plan, but plans change as we all know.  So, I've been in Horry County --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: You took the long way around, didn't you?
MR. BIDDLE: Yes, sir. Not to mention, my grandmother's from Aberdeen, Scotland and my father was born in Canada. So it took me a long time to get to Horry County, but I made it. But I'm proud of this state. I've advocated for it all over the nation. As a founder of the National Renaissance movement, which started at Conway High School when I was there. But I'm a parent, a linguist, a businessman, and an educator. A lot of people think businessman/educator must be a weirdo, but no it's powerful. Because I believe that our schools are the most important businesses in town. The first family's been very active in the founding of Coastal Carolina continues to be active. All the family companies. The Burroughs Company, where I'm president, the J. Cox Company, where I'm president, the Rosen Chaffin Company where I serve on the Board of Directors and also Snow Hill and the Burroughs Foundation keeps very active in this university because they know as we all know that it plays a crucial role. I believe that the traditions of Coastal Carolina University are critical for us to keep in mind as we go forward just completing our 50th year. I'm in total agreement with our new president about integrity on our campus and about the power of excellence for our stakeholders, not just a few, but all stakeholders. Coastal plays a major economic role in our community and in our state. And I will assist in any way possible to continue that progress. I believe as we look at the dire economic times we face, not only in South Carolina, but across the country, that we really don't have a money problem, we have an idea problem. And I believe that the public-private partnerships that we've developed in our community will continue to help Coastal grow, and improve, and meet the needs not only of our citizens of the state, but around the world. And I look forward to serving.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. Thank you, sir. Any questions from members of the Board?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Biddle.
MR. BIDDLE:  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Natasha Hanna. Ms. Hanna, if you would briefly tell us why you would like to serve.
MS. HANNA:  Yes, sir. Thank you. There's but one simple reason as to why I want to serve as a Board of Trustee member for Coastal Carolina and that's simply because I love my school. I graduated from Coastal in 1994. My husband's a 1992 graduate. And Coastal gave me a wonderful opportunity. I am just -- I do not come from an affluent family. I'm just a little country bumpkin from Radford, Virginia. And Coastal laid the foundation for me to make me what I am today. I'm a very successful lawyer down in Horry County. And I work for one of the finest firms there is in the state and that's Hearn, Brittain & Martin. And I would not have been able to that opportunity had I not gone to Coastal and obtained the education and the wonderful friendships and values that I obtained there. I'm aware of the various issues that Coastal is facing today. And there have been a multitude of issues in the last couple of years but under the fine leadership that they have established now, President DeCenzo and Eddie Dower, who's actually one of my former professors who gave me an opportunity to go to the United States Supreme Court. I've been involved in Coastal since 1994 in one form or fashion or another. I'm always at the sporting events. We attend the theater events as well as I serve on the Coastal Legacy Advisory Council. In short, I just simply love my school. I want to get involved in a leadership capacity to serve my school and to serve the community. I want to roll up my sleeves, get in the trenches, and simply make a difference and help Coastal with the issues that it faces. I have a desire and the ability, as well as the time necessary to give full devotion to the goals that Coastal has right now. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from any of the Board members? Yes, sir, Representative Lanny Littlejohn.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Ms. Hanna, I think you said Coastal has a high number of out-of-state students. What are you feelings on having a high number of students coming from out of state?
MS. HANNA: I'm glad you asked me that question, Representative Littlejohn. There's actually 54 percent out-of-state students at Coastal and I encourage it for a number of reasons. When I was there at Coastal in 1994, a good portion of the students and the friends that I met did come from other states. I think that's a wonderful thing because for a variety of reasons, they pay more in tuition and it increases our tuition. But more importantly, they plant their roots. I mean, I come from Virginia and I planted my roots in Horry County and I'm never going to leave.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Are we just -- excuse me. Are we displacing any South Carolina students that want to come?
MS. HANNA: No, sir. I don't think so, because we have so many other fine institutions in the state --
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: No. I didn't ask you that. We have other fine institutions, but are we displacing any South Carolina students?
MS. HANNA: No, sir. Not that I'm aware of.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: That's based on the enrollment standards there. I guess the enrollment standards are the same for South Carolina students as they are for out-of-state students?
MS. HANNA: Yes, sir. I've actually had discussions with some of the members at Coastal that make those types of decisions. And that is one of the questions that I posed. And the response that I got from the powers that be that actually are involved in making those decisions is it does not displace the South Carolina students who want to come to Coastal.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Okay.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Any other members?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Ms. Hanna?
MS. HANNA:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You answered your questionnaire at age 17 you had a dispute with a friend over a sweater?
MS. HANNA:  Yes, sir. I did.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. And how was that resolved?
MS. HANNA:  That was completely dismissed, Your Honor. In the interests of full disclosure, I had put that down on my statement as well as anything else where that question has ever been quarried, have I ever been in any trouble. And at the foolish young age of 17, I got in a silly little dispute with a girl over a pink sweater. And fortunately, those charges were dismissed and by the grace of God, it has never ever stopped me from doing anything that I set out to do.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Okay. Thank you very much.
MS. HANNA: Thank you very much.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Next is Robert Templeton for Seat 4, District 2. Mr. Templeton, state to the Board why you would like to serve briefly.
MR. TEMPLETON:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a brief prepared statement. Thank you both again for the opportunity to come before you and present my candidacy for the Board of Trustees at Coastal Carolina University. I am honored to have served and I'm even more honored to be given consideration for this appointment again. Once again, my name is Robert Templeton and I am a resident of Orangeburg County. As a lifelong South Carolinian, I believe our state has much to be proud of and I am grateful for the opportunity to do my small part to serve our state. Throughout my life, I have been actively involved in civic life in my community and I believe strongly, that it is the obligation of every citizen to volunteer his or her time and energy to make our communities and state a better place to live and raise a family. And looking for ways to stay involved with this belief, I believe my continued role as a Trustee will help in this endeavor. Education at all levels is a critically important part of the life of our state and economy. When I initially researched this position, I discovered that Coastal Carolina had been growing steadily and was serving more than 8,000 students. This growth rate puts Coastal Carolina University well on its way to becoming the third largest college in the state. While Coastal Carolina University primarily serves the low country area in our Horry County, the university deserves to have strong representation from across the state. In reapplying for this position, I believe my current experience as a Trustee for Coastal Carolina University, along with my experience and training as a financial planner is a good match for Coastal Carolina University. All of our state's colleges and universities are tremendous assets which help our economy and improve our quality of life in which every citizen has an interests. In economic times like these, Coastal Carolina University should practice fiscal restraint. The Board must be very careful that tax dollars are spent carefully and with an eye towards getting the best value. Furthermore, I believe that the most important thing is transparency so that there can never be any question about how the institution is functioning as an agent of the people of our state. I'm excited about Coastal Carolina University. I'm excited that we have a strong academic institution at the beach where our sons and daughters can receive a quality education. I am excited about Coastal Carolina University's future, a future filled with growth and opportunity. Finally, I'm excited to once again, stand before and present my candidacy. Coastal Carolina University needs board members who will make every effort to ensure that its future potential becomes reality. If elected by the legislature, or rather, if appointed by the legislature, I will continue to make that effort. And I will entertain any questions you may have.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any members have any?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, Mr. Templeton. Next is Mr. William Lyles.
MR. LYLES: I'm an original member of the Board of Trustees serving since 1993 when Coastal became an independent university. I served as an officer, I served as a committee chair over the years and I wish to continue to offer my services, my time, my experience and financial support of the university.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any members have any questions?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, Mr. Lyles. Mr. Wayne Henderson.
MR. HENDERSON: Wyatt.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Wyatt Henderson. Excuse me. Tell me sir why you would like to serve, Mr. Henderson.
MR. HENDERSON:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, sir. Like you say, my name is Wyatt Henderson. I'm a resident of Greenville County. I've been a resident of South Carolina all my life. I'm grateful for this opportunity to do my part to serve our great state. When I became aware of this opportunity, I was immediately interested both because of my interest in public service and my love for my school. As a graduate of Coastal with a degree in Business Administration, I commend Coastal success and have remained active with the school each year since graduation. Currently, I serve on the board of advisors for the Wall College of Business at Coastal. And fortunately, I've had -- I've been able to give back to the school through a scholarship that I established under my late granddaughter's name that helps a rising -- a coming senior. 2002, I was named one of the alumni of the year at Coastal Carolina, and I believe that my continued involvement with Coastal, my professional experience, and my willingness to do what I think is the best for the school has earned me the support of Dr. Danny DeCenzo, President of Coastal, and Henry Lowenstein, the Dean of the Wall College of Business. As I want to apply for this position, I believe my with my experience and training as an accountant will be a good match for Coastal, because currently there are no certified public accountants on the Board at Coastal. And we're all aware of the serious condition of our global economy. It is also apparent that all aspects of our state government are facing serious budget cuts. In the past few years, Coastal, ourself –- we have faced some difficult challenges regarding the school's finances and some staffing issues. I don't pretend to fully be informed about all the details of these issues, but I am confident in my professional training and business experience would help me make a positive contribution to my school. Finally, I just want to thank you for allowing me the opportunity to meet with you and present my candidacy. And I just want you to know if I'm selected by the legislature for this important position, that I assure you, I will do everything I can to bring credit to our state.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Any questions from Board members? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you Mr. Henderson. Next is Brad Spink. Mr. Brad Spink.
MR. SPINK: And I appreciate the opportunity to meet with you this morning. I'm a lifelong resident of South Carolina. And the majority of that time has been spent in the upstate in Greenville and Spartanburg. I am a 2001 graduate of Wofford College. I have become more involved in Coastal Carolina -- watching Coastal Carolina as it has progressed, improved facilities, grown as a school, and that has been my interest with the school. I come from a family of higher education. I have a mother that spent 26 years teaching school, grandmother that was a retired school teacher as well. Higher education has always been an important emphasis in this family and I've continued that as well. The number one reason that I want to serve is first of all, to be able to serve my state. I've been looking for an opportunity to get involved in serving my state and when this opportunity came across my desk, I felt that I would be able to serve and do well in this capacity. I feel that it's important to use state money appropriately. I feel that accountability should be held to those that are making the decisions. Also feel that I would be able to relate well with the student body and helping make decisions that would give them the best education possible. Thank you for the opportunity.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions for any members? Yes, sir, Representative Littlejohn.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Mr. Spink, I noticed you are a young man. You think that would contribute to bringing change at Coastal Carolina?
MR. SPINK:  I think it could. I think my perspective, my mind set, the way that I see things, being able to relate well to the students. I think that I would be able to bring a different perspective to the committee. Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Anyone else? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, Mr. Spink.
MR. SPINK: Thank you very much.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Next is Mr. Robert Brown. Mr. Brown tell us briefly why you are qualified and why you wish to serve.
MR. BROWN: I'm asking to serve because I've been on the Board of Trustees at Coastal since 1993. I was one of the first group of trustees that was elected. We served by all means and did everything we could to make Coastal one of the most prosperous and industrial schools there is. We've come a long ways with Coastal and we don't want to turn around now. Here before you, you have some men that served with me and all of them are tremendous people. They've done a fantastic job. I like Coastal extremely due to the fact that my background has been in athletics. I played varsity football, basketball in Orange, New Jersey. I left there and went to college at Johnson C. Smith University Presbyterian School. There I captained the football team, played basketball. Made all-conference. I was hired as an assistant coach when I graduated. So I started off in the coaching endeavor at the age of 22. The coach then went to Howard and I went to Howard with him. I was assistant coach at Howard for three years. And then went to NYU where I got my master's degree and while there, the president of Mars College went looking for a football coach and he found out where this young fellow had had four or five years of college experience and he offered me the job. I had never heard of Mars College. I had never been to South Carolina. I took the job and -- but I went there. The first year, we lost every game we played. Every game we played, we left and we lost and the last game of the season, we scored a touchdown, but we still lost the game. The president permitted me to recruit. He gave me all facilities. The next year, we came back, we lost one game. From then on, we were conference champions for years in football, basketball -- boys and girls, so we moved on from there. But here at Coastal, I've been involved in the academic program, the instructional program, and whatever I can do to assist them in the program. All of us here have done that. I don't want to take anything away from any of these people here. They're tremendous people. So I love Coastal, I like being there. We tried to do whatever we could to assist the school and we feel that Coastal is going to be one of the greatest universities in the nation, surpassing all schools in South Carolina, including the University of South Carolina. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. Any members have
questions? Yes, sir, Representative Mack.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. What years were you at Howard University?
MR. BROWN:  I was at Howard University -- let's see, in -– let me get it together –- '54 to '57. Eddie Jackson was the coach then. I was the assistant coach.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  That was my school. I wish you had stayed to help us out.
MR. BROWN:  That's a beautiful place, beautiful place. Yes, it was. Thank you very much.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you very much. Appreciate it. Next, Mr. Wayne George.
MR. GEORGE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. I'm a lifelong resident of Mullins in Marion County. I'm currently serving on the Board filling the unexpired term of Cathy Harvin who was elected to the House. Coastal is a special place for me. I attended Coastal Carolina on basketball scholarship in the '70s. My oldest son, Jeff, graduated from Coastal in 2007. My second oldest son is currently a junior at Coastal. And I assume our 11th grader will attend Coastal also. I have not received any tuition discount, but I strongly believe in public service, making life better for others. I have a long history of public service. I was mayor of the City of Mullins for 16 years, served on our City Council for eight years, active in many civic organizations. In closing, Coastal has had tremendous growth. We're one of the fastest growing universities; it's been stated earlier. But with our growth, you know, we've had our share of problems and managing these problems has been a task. I'm very confident we've appointed a great man of vision in our new President, Dr. DeCenzo. And I believe that Coastal is moving in a positive direction. We have a good working Board. And I'm very concerned about how our tax dollars are spent and our tuition. Our students, mothers, fathers, grandparents, in my opinion, are our taxpayers, also. I think we've got to look at how we spend our tax dollars and our tuition payments and take care of our students at Coastal Carolina. Thank you so much for this opportunity to serve and I look forward to a reelection here soon.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from any of the Board? 
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you, sir, Mr. George. The last one is Mr. William Alford.
MR. ALFORD:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It's indeed an honor for me to be here today. I have the great fortune of growing up in this wonderful state and attending the public schools. In 1970, I graduated from Myrtle Beach High School. I attended Coastal Carolina College at that time, a branch of the University of South Carolina. And raised by my parents, teachers, and principals, and coaches, I was instructed there's a higher calling and that higher calling was the service to the country. At that particular time, in 1970, I volunteered for the draft and joined the United States Marine Corp and after spending time in southeast Asia, I came back, attended Coastal for four years and one summer session, I started a business. I graduated, married, and had a child. I served as president of the alumni association. I've served chairman of the Horry County Higher Education Commission. I've served on the Board of Trustees. I'm a big believer of public service and I'm also a huge believer of private-public partnerships. As a result of my opportunity at Coastal, it afforded me the opportunity to serve in other areas such as the chair of the South Carolina Department of Highways and Public Transportation as well as Santee Cooper and others. I am committed more than ever that higher education is absolutely critical to the future of our area and especially to the Neese area which consists of nine different counties. I'm absolutely committed to the state and I look forward as an honor to serve again for four more years.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Any questions for any Board members?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Okay. Thank you, sir. Okay. That completes our Coastal University screening. Would that college, the following people. Do I have a motion?
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Mr. Chairman, I move that the candidates for Coastal Carolina University be passed out.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: I have a motion and a second. Any discussion? All if favor say, "Aye."
THE COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let it be noted that Larry Biddle, Natasha Hanna, Robert Templeton, William Lyles, Wyatt Henderson, Brad Spink, Robert Brown, Wayne George, William Alford have all been reported out. Would y'all please stand? Let me remind you that until -- even though you've been reported out favorably, the -- until it is printed in the Journal, 48 hours afterwards, you're not to seek any commitments. And after 48 hours, you can. If you're caught seeking commitments prior to the 48 hours, that can disqualify you. Thank y'all for coming. Okay, the Old Exchange Building Commission. I'm going to have to go and I'd just like somebody to tell me what this commission is. Is there anybody here can tell us briefly -- not about your candidacy –- but what the commission is.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: It directs the operations of the Old Exchange Building which out -- located on Broad Street in downtown Charleston.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: Colonial structure.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: So this is solely within Charleston?
AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. All right.  I'm going to turn the chair to –-
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Have they been sworn in?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: They've been sworn in. Yes. They've been sworn in. Just need to --
MR. MOSKOS: I have not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: You have not?
MR. MOSKOS: No, sir. I came here a little bit late. I apologize.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Raise your right hand please. State your name.
MR. MOSKOS: My name is Steve Moskos.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Do you solemnly swear to tell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth,
concerning your candidacy to this Board and 
Commission.
MR. MOSKOS: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS: Thank you. Okay. I'm going to turn it over to --
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Alexia Jones Helsley. Ms. Helsley, I'd like to ask you a few questions before we get started.
MS. HELSLEY:  Yes, sir. I don't think I have been sworn.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: You haven't? Please raise 
your right hand. Do you solemnly swear to tell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth
so help you God?
MS. HELSEY: Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you. These -- would you please answer these questions: Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
MS. HELSEY: No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis?
MS. HELSLEY: Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board?
MS. HELSLEY: No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MS. HELSLEY:  No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you. Would you make a statement Ms. Helsley about the -- why you want to serve?
MS. HELSLEY:  Yes, sir. I'm a career archivist, historian, and educator. I worked over 33 years with the South Carolina Department of Archives and History. And currently, I'm instructor of History at USC Aiken. In addition, I have published numerous works on South Carolina History and on the revolution in South Carolina. The Old Exchange Building is more than just a colonial structure. It has been pivotal in the revolution in South Carolina. On it's steps, the last governor -- royal governor entered Charleston through the east portico of the Old Exchange Building. So it is a state treasure that needs to be interpreted and enjoyed by the state as a whole. I think my archival background, my historical background, and my background as an educator, not only a teacher, but in the development of curriculum materials, my interests in historic preservation, I did serve with Charles Lee for many years. Would mean that I can contribute to the interpretation and preservation of this wonderful icon of South Carolina's early history as South Carolina's resistance to foreign invasion and of South Carolina's great love for liberty. So I look forward to having that opportunity and would make the preservation of the building and the interpretation of the vary diverse history associated with the building my top priority. Thank you.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Ms. Helsley, let me ask you a couple of questions.
MS. HELSLEY:  Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Are you a member of the Rebecca Motte Chapter of the DAR or the society of the DAR? If so, how do you see your role if elected?
MS. HELSLEY:  I am not a member of the Rebecca Motte Chapter. I have written a historical biography of Rebecca Motte that will be published in June by the University of Georgia. I am a member of the National Society of the DAR. My membership until recently was in Hendersonville, North Carolina, my mother's chapter. I recently moved it to the University Chapter. I'm afraid I am not a very active member because they usually meet while I am at work.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Next question: Are you willing and able to devote the fourth Tuesday of January, April, July, and October to attend the commission meetings?
MS. HELSELY:  Yes, sir. I can schedule my classwork around that.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you. Any questions for Ms. Helsley?
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE: I just commend you for the work that they do. I'm -- by the way, I'm a descendant of John Rutledge, so I've got a lot of interest in --
MS. HELSLEY:  Well, I am lecturing today on the coming of the revolution. So president John is coming up.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE: Okay. Well, be kind to him.
MS. HELSLEY:  I will. I will. We don't have to tell everything in class. Thank you.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you, Ms. Helsley. 
S. Steven Moskos.
MR. MOSKOS:  Yes, sir. Just for clarification, the first initial should be a "C" instead of an "S."   I didn't know if that made a difference, but I thought I'd bring it up.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Have you been sworn in, Mr. Moskos?
MR. MOSKOS: Yes.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you. Let me ask a few questions. Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
MR. MOSKOS:  No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. MOSKOS:  Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board? 
MR. MOSKOS:  No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
MR. MOSKOS: No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Let me ask you these questions first, Mr. Moskos, before you state why you want to serve. Are you a member of the Rebecca Motte Chapter of the DAR or the Society of the DAR?
MR. MOSKOS: No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: If so, how do you see your role if elected?
MR. MOSKOS: No, sir. I'm not a member of that chapter.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Okay. Are you willing and able to devote the fourth Tuesday of January, April, July, and October to attend the commission meetings?
MR. MOSKOS: Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Okay. Thank you. We'll hear why you want to serve on this Board.
MR. MOSKOS: Yes, sir. Thank you. I'm here today because history must be maintained, preserved, and protected. I grew up in Charleston. My grandparents came over from Greece and it's from a small island in the 1930’s. And they had a grocery store in downtown Charleston and above that, they had their home. And they lived there and raised a family, my dad and my aunt. In fact, I grew up there myself, because they still maintain that grocery store in the '70s and I was down there working for them while my parents were working and on Saturdays. I have seen Charleston at a time when it is or was not so great. But it has been revitalized and is now a beautiful, beautiful city. And every week, I drive down to Broad Street. I drive down the road. And I see the Old Exchange Building. It's a beautiful structure. It's a beautiful building. And it has the most wonderful characters outside because the people there are standing in the outfits from the 1700’s and you can just imagine the horse-drawn carriages coming down the road. You can see the business going on in that area. And it's just a wonderful connection to our past. I grew -- when I was growing up, I was being taught history in elementary school. I loved it. I was fascinated by it -- the people, the stories. Went into middle school, continued to enjoy history, and in high school, it was my favorite subject. In fact, so much so that when I went to the University of South Carolina, I took history as my major. History is a dynamic and living creature that must be maintained, preserved, and protected. I think I can do that. I'm an attorney in Charleston. I live west of the Ashley. I live in the city. My practice is west of the Ashley, but I do have a lot of work downtown in Charleston. Table 51 of the code deals with this commission. And the function of the Board is to negotiate contracts. I do that all the time. That's a part of my business. I represent people who are having consumer law issues such as problems with car dealers, lemon cars. I deal with Ford, General Motors, Chrysler on a day-to-day basis. I deal with insurance companies. I negotiate contracts and resolutions to problems. We're talking about accepting and spending money. As a small business person -- small business owner, I know a lot of people don't think of attorneys as small business owners, but we are. I have to maintain a budget. I have to look at where money is going. I have to find out how to raise money for my office on a day-to-day basis. In fact, I was there on Sunday, work -- trying to figure it out because of these hard economic times that we're having. I understand what this commission is about. I understand what needs to be done and I believe that I can help the commission move forward. Thank you.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Any questions for Mr. Moskos?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you, sir. 
MR. MOSKOS: Thank you.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Okay. The next gentleman is Greg Ohanesian.
MR. OHANESIAN: Ohanesian.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Excuse Mr. Ohanesian. Could you pronounce that word?
MR. OHANESIAN: Oh-ha-nee-jhan.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Ohanesian. Okay. You have been sworn in?
MR. OHANESIAN: I have.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Would you answer these questions for me please? Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
MR. OHANESIAN: No.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis? 
MR. OHANESIAN: Yes.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board?
MR. OHANESIAN: No.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. OHANESIAN: No.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Are you a member of the Rebecca Motte Chapter of the DAR or the Society of the DAR?
MR. OHANESIAN: I am not, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Are you willing and able to devote the fourth Tuesday of January, April, July, and October to attend the commission meetings?
MR. OHANESIAN: Yes.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Will you state your intent to serve on the Board.
MR. OHANESIAN: Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, I appreciate your patience. It's getting close to the end of the day. I received my bachelor's and master's degree from the University of South Carolina. My juris doctorate degree from George Mason University in Northern Virginia in 1980, began practicing law in Bennettsville. During that time, have served as assistant solicitor, municipal judge, acting public defender, town attorney for Blount, Clio, McCall, and Bennettsville. Presently still serving as town attorney for Bennettsville. I -- in addition to my legal experience, in my spare time, I am actively engaged in the restoration of old buildings and have done several over the years and have two projects presently going, one in Charleston and one in Greenwood County. I restored my own home in Bennettsville and that work began in 1972, so I've been doing that restorative work for a long time. I am an active member of the Sons of the American Revolution, the SAR, brother organization to the DAR. And have been, in fact, past president of the state society of the SAR. I jump back to my role as an attorney, I'm also past president of the South Carolina Municipal Attorney's Association. I have been encouraged by members of the DAR to seek this seat. I believe that my work as an attorney, my restorative work hands-on with buildings that I've purchased and restored, as well as my SAR connection will help me serve the State of South Carolina on this commission in a very unique way. I'd be pleased to answer any questions.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Okay. Any questions for Mr. Ohanesian?
THE COMMITTEE: (No response.)
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you, sir, for coming today. Next on the list is Donald Pittman. Mr. Pittman, you've been sworn?
MR. PITTMAN: Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: I need to ask you a few questions: Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the Board in a full capacity?
MR. PITTMAN: No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend Board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. PITTMAN: Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the Board?
MR. PITTMAN: No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Do you now hold any public
position of honor or trust that, if elected to the Board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. PITTMAN: No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Are you a member of the Rebecca Motte Chapter of the DAR or the Society of the DAR?
MR. PITTMAN: No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Are you willing and able to devote the fourth Tuesday of January, April, July, and October to attend the commission meetings?
MR. PITTMAN: Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Okay. Thank you. You have a statement?
MR. PITTMAN: Yes. I have been involved with the Old Exchange for twelve years. I started out as a tour guide for the facility doing both daytime, evening tours. I wrote a tour guide manual for the tour guides, help with the training, and so forth. Beyond that, I also did an architectural study of the building. I did an architectural paper review of this, had never been done. And quite interesting, I had the pleasure of working with John Mitchell who was the head architect during the 1981 restoration. I also put together a permanent architectural exhibit in the Exchange Building. Probably, one of the more challenging things was the director at the time asked that I reestablish Friends of the Old Exchange, a nonprofit fund raising organization. Our purpose is basically augment the educational programs by obtaining, you know, educational supplies, exhibits, what have you, and also to promote and help preserve the Old Exchange Building. Well this involved getting 501-C3 status. Little did I know how involved it was. I contacted an attorney and they said, "Well, it will be $5,000 if they will do it." I said, "We have none, not that kind of money." I was fortunate to get involved with South Carolina Association of Non-Profit organizations. They have a two day seminar. I learned how to submit the forms and so forth, and believe me, there were a ton of them, both state, federal. It took me about six months to eight months till it was approved -- if approved. Mine came back approved in six weeks, which I was delighted with. We have raised over $25,000 to help the Old Exchange Building. One of our main things was the lower level was defective, not working well, and a good part of the educational experience with many children who come through. We raised $6,000 and had this repaired. We've also bought exhibit cases, mannequins, costumes for the period guides. I would currently have a boat, a model boat of the Fair American which was a gunner that sailed in and out of Charleston Harbor in those colonial times. We bought the model and we're having it professionally assembled and then we will buy the cabinet so it will be a permanent display. The book "Charleston's Old Exchange Building" has been out of print for many years. Former publisher did not want to continue publishing it. I worked with Ruth Miller, Ann Taylor Andress and between all of them working with publishers and so forth, we got it back in print. That was again quite a challenging job because we had to contact -- I contacted any individual groups, photos, graphics, we were using. We had to go get approval to do all that again. I chaired the meetings for that and got the ball rolling. And it's back to print and it's been a good fun maker for the Old Exchange Building. Probably one of the most challenging things is in my briefcase, was what's been accumulating refers to as survival of the documents. Not to be disrespectful, but all the documents regarding the history, legal of the Old Exchange were scattered everywhere, from file to file. I dug through these files. It took months. Located all these documents, went down to the courthouse. I researched and put them in some type of order that they're easily accessible. Of course, it begins with the first letter to Congress to acquire the Old Exchange Building dating back to the late 1800’s right up to the current. It contains leases, the management policy, relationships between the Rebecca Motte Chapter, South Carolina Chapter of the DAR, the City of Charleston who manages it, and also the Old Exchange Commission. So now, if something's needed to be researched, located quickly, we do have a way of doing that. I feel that in view of this, that I would be able, you know, hopefully be a positive addition to the commission.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you, Mr. Pittman --
MR. PITTMAN: Thank you.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: -– for your service and time. Are there any questions for Mr. Pittman? Thank you sir, for serving.
MR. PITTMAN: Well, thank you for your consideration.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Do I have motion?
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE: I move that we accept all four of these.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK: Second.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: I have a motion and second to report these candidates out favorably. All in favor say, "Aye."
THE COMMITTEE: Aye.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Gentleman, would y'all please stand. Let the record show that Alexia Helsley, Steven Moskos, Greg Ohanesian, and Donald Pittman have been reported out favorably and as you've been told before that. You cannot seek commitments until after 48 hours that your name appears in the House Journal. Is that understood by everyone?
THE CANDIDATES: Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN: Thank you for coming and participating today. We stand adjourned.
(Adjourned at 11:55 a.m.)
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
Rep. SANDIFER, from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry, submitted a favorable report on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_11]
H. 3438 -- Reps. Brady and Sandifer: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTIONS 38-9-225 AND 38-9-230 SO AS TO ENACT PROVISIONS REQUIRING CERTAIN INSURERS TO FILE A STATEMENT OF ACTUARIAL OPINION AND ACTUARIAL OPINION SUMMARY ANNUALLY AND PROVIDE FOR THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THESE DOCUMENTS; TO AMEND SECTION 38-5-120, RELATING TO THE REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF LICENSE OF AN INSURER AND ITS OFFICERS AND AGENTS FOR THE PUBLICATION OF THE NOTICE, SO AS TO PROVIDE A PROCEDURE FOR AN AGGRIEVED INSURER TO REQUEST A HEARING BEFORE THE DIRECTOR OR HIS DESIGNEE AND PROVIDE RECOURSE THROUGH JUDICIAL REVIEW; TO AMEND SECTION 38-9-330, RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF "COMPANY ACTION LEVEL EVENT", SO AS TO REDEFINE THE TERM; AND TO AMEND SECTION 38-21-95, RELATING TO APPROVAL FOR ACQUISITION OF A DOMESTIC INSURER BY A CONTROLLING PRODUCER IN ANOTHER STATE, SO AS TO DELETE THE APPLICABILITY TO FOREIGN PRODUCERS AND CORRECT INCORRECT REFERENCES.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_11]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. SANDIFER, from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry, submitted a favorable report on:
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H. 3562 -- Reps. Brady and Sandifer: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 38-1-20, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS USED IN TITLE 38 PERTAINING TO INSURANCE, SO AS TO ADD THE DEFINITIONS OF "GENERAL APPOINTMENT", "LOCAL APPOINTMENT", "SPECIAL APPOINTMENT", "CROP INSURANCE", AND "TRAVEL INSURANCE", CORRECT ARCHAIC LANGUAGE, AND MAKE CONFORMING AMENDMENTS; TO AMEND SECTION 38-39-20, RELATING TO PREMIUM SERVICE COMPANIES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE FEE FOR LICENSURE TO ENGAGE IN SERVICING INSURANCE PREMIUMS IN THIS STATE IS DUE ON A BIENNIAL BASIS RATHER THAN ON AN ANNUAL BASIS; TO AMEND SECTION 38-43-80, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO LICENSE FEES FOR INSURANCE PRODUCERS AND AGENCIES, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR A BIENNIAL PRODUCER LICENSE RENEWAL FEE OF TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS, INCREASE THE INITIAL PRODUCER LICENSE RENEWAL FEE FROM TWENTY DOLLARS TO TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS, AND PROVIDE FOR THE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE PAYMENT OF APPOINTMENT FEES; TO AMEND SECTION 38-43-106, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR INSURANCE PRODUCERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE BIENNIAL COMPLIANCE PERIOD IS BASED ON THE LICENSEE'S MONTH AND YEAR OF BIRTH; TO AMEND SECTION 38-43-110, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE DURATION OF AN INSURANCE PRODUCER'S LICENSE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT INDIVIDUAL LICENSES MUST BE RENEWED BIENNIALLY BASED ON THE LICENSEE'S MONTH AND YEAR OF BIRTH AND PROVIDE FOR THE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO RENEWAL; TO AMEND SECTION 38-43-200, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE PROHIBITION ON SPLITTING COMMISSIONS WITH AN UNLICENSED PERSON BY AN INSURANCE PRODUCER, SO AS TO DELETE THE EXISTING PROVISIONS AND PROVIDE FOR THE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE SPLITTING AND SHARING OF COMMISSIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 38-45-10, RELATING TO THE DEFINITIONS OF AN INSURANCE BROKER, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE QUALIFYING DUTIES AND PROVIDE FOR EXCEPTIONS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 38-45-20, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE AS AN INSURANCE BROKER, SO AS TO DELETE THE REQUIREMENTS THAT A BROKER HOLD AT LEAST ONE APPOINTMENT.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_13]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_15]
H. 3161 -- Rep. Harrison: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 1-23-660, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE OFFICE OF MOTOR VEHICLE HEARINGS WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE OFFICE OF MOTOR VEHICLE HEARINGS TO EMPLOY CERTAIN PROFESSIONAL AND SUPPORT STAFF; AND TO AMEND SECTION 56-5-2952, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE FILING FEE TO REQUEST AN ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING, SO AS TO INCREASE THE FILING FEE FROM ONE HUNDRED FIFTY TO TWO HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS AND PROVIDE FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE FILING FEE FUNDS COLLECTED.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_15]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_17]
H. 3413 -- Rep. Harrison: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 61-4-1910, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS REGARDING BEER KEG REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS, SO AS TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "KEG".
[bookmark: include_clip_end_17]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_19]
H. 3442 -- Reps. Bingham, Harrell, Duncan, Harrison, Owens, Toole, Merrill, Brady, E. H. Pitts, G. M. Smith, Daning, Haley, Huggins, Cato, Ballentine, D. C. Smith, J. R. Smith, Rice, T. R. Young and Horne: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 41-29-300 SO AS CREATE THE WORKFORCE DEPARTMENT APPELLATE PANEL WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE, TO PROVIDE FOR THE FILLING OF A VACANCY, TO REQUIRE THE PRESENT MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA EMPLOYMENT SECURITY COMMISSION MUST CONSTITUTE THE INITIAL MEMBERSHIP OF THE NEW PANEL, TO PROVIDE THE PANEL SHALL DISSOLVE WHEN THE MEMBERS' TERMS EXPIRE IN 2012, AND TO PROVIDE RELATED APPELLATE PROCEDURES; BY ADDING SECTION 41-29-310 SO AS TO TRANSFER THE WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT PROGRAM FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE; TO AMEND SECTION 1-30-10, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO DEPARTMENTS WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF STATE GOVERNMENT, SO AS TO CREATE THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH; TO AMEND SECTION 41-29-10, RELATING TO THE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY COMMISSION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT CERTAIN CHAPTERS WITHIN TITLE 41 MUST BE ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE AND TO DELETE REFERENCES TO THE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY COMMISSION; TO AMEND SECTION 41-29-20, RELATING TO THE CHAIRMAN, QUORUM, AND FILLING OF A VACANCY ON THE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY COMMISSION, SO AS TO DELETE THE EXISTING LANGUAGE AND TO PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE MUST BE MANAGED AND OPERATED BY A DIRECTOR APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE, AND THAT THE DIRECTOR IS SUBJECT TO REMOVAL BY THE GOVERNOR AT HIS DISCRETION BY EXECUTIVE ORDER; TO AMEND SECTION 41-29-30, RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF A SECRETARY OF THE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY COMMISSION, SO AS TO DELETE THE EXISTING LANGUAGE AND PROVIDE THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE OR HIS DESIGNEE MUST RECEIVE ANNUAL COMPENSATION AS PROVIDED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND OFFICIAL EXPENSES AS PROVIDED BY LAW FOR EXECUTING THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 8-17-370, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO EXEMPTIONS FROM THE STATE EMPLOYEE GRIEVANCE PROCESS, SO AS TO INCLUDE EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE AMONG THOSE EXEMPTED; TO AMEND SECTIONS 41-27-10, 41-27-30, 41-27-150, 41-27-160, 41-27-190, 41-27-210, AS AMENDED, 41-27-230, 41-27-235, AS AMENDED, 41-27-260, AS AMENDED, 41-27-360, 41-27-370, AS AMENDED, 41-27-380, 41-27-390, 41-27-510, 41-27-550, 41-27-560, 41-27-570, 41-27-580, 41-27-600, 41-27-610, 41-27-620, 41-27-630, 41-27-670, 41-29-40, 41-29-50, 41-29-60, 41-29-70, 41-29-80, 41-29-90, 41-29-100, 41-29-110, 41-29-120, AS AMENDED, 41-29-130, 41-29-140, 41-29-150, 41-29-170, AS AMENDED, 41-29-180, 41-29-190, 41-29-200, 41-29-210, 41-29-220, 41-29-230, 41-29-240, 41-29-250, 41-29-270, 41-29-280, 41-29-290, 41-33-10, 41-33-20, 41-33-30, 41-33-40, 41-33-45, 41-33-80, AS AMENDED, 41-33-90, 41-33-100, 41-33-110, 41-33-120, 41-33-130, 41-33-170, 41-33-180, 41-33-190,  41-33-200, 41-33-210, 41-33-430, 41-33-460, 41-33-470, 41-33-610, 41-33-710, 41-35-10, 41-35-30, 41-35-100, 41-35-110, AS AMENDED, 41-35-115, AS AMENDED, 41-35-120, AS AMENDED, 41-35-125, 41-35-126, 41-35-130, AS AMENDED, 41-35-140, 41-35-330, 41-35-340, 41-35-410, 41-35-420, AS AMENDED, 41-35-450, 41-35-610, 41-35-630, 41-35-640, AS AMENDED, 41-35-670, 41-35-680, AS AMENDED, 41-35-690, 41-35-700, 41-35-710, AS AMENDED, 41-35-720, 41-35-730, 41-35-740, 41-35-750, AS AMENDED, 41-37-20, 41-37-30, 41-39-30, 41-39-40, 41-41-20, AS AMENDED, 41-41-40, AS AMENDED, 41-41-50, 41-42-10, 41-42-20, 41-42-30, AND 41-42-40, ALL RELATING TO VARIOUS DEPARTMENT PROVISIONS, SO AS TO CONFORM THEM TO THE REPLACEMENT OF THE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY COMMISSION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE; AND TO REPEAL SECTION 41-29-260 RELATING TO THE ABILITY OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY COMMISSION TO FILE OPINIONS OR OFFICIAL MINUTES.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_19]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_21]
H. 3314 -- Rep. Harrison: A BILL TO AMEND SECTIONS 1-30-35, 44-20-30, 44-20-210, 44-20-220, 44-20-225, 44-20-240, 44-20-320, 44-20-350, 44-20-360, 44-20-430, 44-20-1120, 44-20-1130, 44-20-1140, 44-20-1150, 44-20-1160, 44-20-1170, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, ALL RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL NEEDS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT IS HEADED AND GOVERNED BY A DIRECTOR APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE, AND THAT THE SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL NEEDS SERVES AS AN ADVISORY BOARD TO THE DIRECTOR; AND TO REPEAL SECTION 44-20-230 RELATING TO POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DIRECTOR.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_21]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_23]
H. 3311 -- Reps. Brady, Harrison, Erickson, Umphlett, A. D. Young, Agnew, Allison, Battle, Bowen, Bowers, Clemmons, Cooper, Duncan, Gambrell, Hardwick, Hearn, Horne, Kirsh, Long, Lowe, McLeod, Parker, Simrill, Whitmire, Willis, Toole, Harvin, Hutto, G. M. Smith, Neilson, Nanney, Miller, G. R. Smith, Hamilton, Jennings, T. R. Young, Limehouse, Sottile, Viers, Williams, White, Weeks, Wylie and Forrester: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SUBARTICLE 8 TO ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 9, TITLE 63 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE RESPONSIBLE FATHER REGISTRY WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND TO PROVIDE THAT AN UNMARRIED BIOLOGICAL FATHER OF A CHILD, OR A MALE CLAIMING TO BE THE UNMARRIED BIOLOGICAL FATHER OF A CHILD, MUST FILE A CLAIM OF PATERNITY WITH THIS REGISTRY IN ORDER TO RECEIVE NOTICE OF A TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS ACTION OR AN ADOPTION ACTION PERTAINING TO THIS CHILD, TO PROVIDE THAT FAILURE TO FILE A CLAIM CONSTITUTES IMPLIED IRREVOCABLE CONSENT TO THE TERMINATION OF HIS PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO THE CHILD'S ADOPTION, TO PROVIDE THAT CERTAIN CONDUCT BY AN UNMARRIED BIOLOGICAL FATHER IS DEEMED TO BE NOTICE TO THIS FATHER OF THE BIOLOGICAL MOTHER'S PREGNANCY, AND TO FURTHER ESTABLISH FILING PROCEDURES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE OPERATION OF THE REGISTRY; TO AMEND SECTION 63-9-730, RELATING TO PERSONS AND ENTITIES ENTITLED TO NOTICE OF TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS ACTIONS AND ADOPTION ACTIONS, SO AS TO INCLUDE A PERSON WHO HAS REGISTERED WITH THE RESPONSIBLE FATHER REGISTRY; TO AMEND SECTION 63-7-2530, RELATING TO THE FILING OF A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS, SO AS TO REQUIRE A TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS ACTION TO BE  HEARD WITHIN ONE HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS OF THE DATE THE PETITION IS FILED AND TO PROVIDE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH A CONTINUANCE MAY BE GRANTED; TO AMEND SECTION 63-7-2550, RELATING TO PERSONS OR ENTITIES ENTITLED TO BE SERVED WITH A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS, SO AS TO FURTHER SPECIFY THE AGE AS FOURTEEN FOR SERVING A CHILD, TO PROVIDE SERVICE ON THE GUARDIAN AD LITEM OF A CHILD UNDER FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE, AND TO SPECIFY THE NOTICE PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO AN UNMARRIED BIOLOGICAL FATHER OF A CHILD WHOSE PARENTAL RIGHTS ARE BEING TERMINATED.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_23]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_25]
S. 289 -- Senator L. Martin: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO ALLOW THE CRIMINAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE STUDY COMMITTEE, AS ESTABLISHED BY ACT 402 OF 2008, ADDITIONAL TIME TO REVIEW THE CRIMINAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LAWS OF THE STATE AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONCERNING ANY PROPOSED CHANGES.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_25]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. BARFIELD, from the Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions, submitted a favorable report on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_27]
H. 3574 -- Rep. Herbkersman: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE BRIDGE THAT CROSSES HEYWARD COVE ALONG BRIDGE STREET IN THE TOWN OF BLUFFTON THE "THOMAS G. HEYWARD MEMORIAL BRIDGE" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS BRIDGE THAT CONTAIN THE WORDS "THOMAS G. HEYWARD MEMORIAL BRIDGE".
[bookmark: include_clip_end_27]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. BARFIELD, from the Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions, submitted a favorable report on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_29]
H. 3592 -- Reps. Thompson, Agnew, Bowen, Cooper, Gambrell and White: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 178/76 IN ANDERSON COUNTY FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH EAST SHOCKLEY FERRY ROAD IN THE CITY OF ANDERSON TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH MAIN STREET IN THE TOWN OF BELTON "VETERAN'S MEMORIAL HIGHWAY" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS ALONG THIS PORTION OF HIGHWAY THAT CONTAIN THE WORDS "VETERANS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY".
[bookmark: include_clip_end_29]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. BARFIELD, from the Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions, submitted a favorable report on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_31]
H. 3595 -- Rep. J. E. Smith: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE BICYCLE LANES THAT CROSS THE CONGAREE RIVER ALONG THE BLOSSOM STREET BRIDGE IN RICHLAND AND LEXINGTON COUNTIES "JESSE'S WAY" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS ALONG THESE BICYCLE LANES THAT CONTAIN THE WORDS "JESSE'S WAY".
[bookmark: include_clip_end_31]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. BARFIELD, from the Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions, submitted a favorable report on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_33]
H. 3599 -- Rep. Herbkersman: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE LANDING AT BUCKINGHAM OFF FOUNDING ISLAND ROAD IN BEAUFORT COUNTY "WILLIAM F. MARSCHER II MEMORIAL LANDING" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS LANDING THAT CONTAIN THE WORDS "WILLIAM F. MARSCHER II MEMORIAL LANDING".
[bookmark: include_clip_end_33]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. BARFIELD, from the Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions, submitted a favorable report on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_35]
H. 3617 -- Rep. Rutherford: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO URGE APPROPRIATE STATE AGENCIES, AS WELL AS PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS, TO DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT POLICIES 


AND PROGRAMS TO HELP REDUCE OVERWEIGHT AND OBESITY AMONG SOUTH CAROLINA'S YOUTH.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_35]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. BARFIELD, from the Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions, submitted a favorable report on:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_37]
H. 3618 -- Reps. Gilliard, Dillard, Herbkersman, Horne, Mack and Moss: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR THE LATE JAMES JAMERSON, A NATIVE CHARLESTONIAN, FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MUSIC INDUSTRY, ESPECIALLY IN HIS CAPACITY AS A NOTED BASSIST FOR MOTOWN RECORDS AND TO REQUEST THAT HE BE INDUCTED INTO THE SOUTH CAROLINA HALL OF FAME.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_37]Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_40]
H. 3655 -- Rep. Gilliard: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE M. BEATRICE GRANT OF CHARLESTON COUNTY ON THE OCCASION OF HER ONE HUNDREDTH BIRTHDAY, AND TO WISH HER A JOYOUS BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION AND MANY MORE YEARS OF HEALTH AND HAPPINESS.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_40]
The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_43]
H. 3656 -- Rep. Gilliard: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND MR. MODIE RISHER, SR., OF CHARLESTON FOR HIS ACHIEVEMENTS AS AN EDUCATOR AND COACH, TO CONGRATULATE HIM ON THE OCCASION OF HIS EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY, AND TO WISH HIM MUCH HAPPINESS IN THE COMING YEARS.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_43]
The Resolution was adopted.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS  
The following Bills and Joint Resolution were introduced, read the first time, and referred to appropriate committees:

[bookmark: include_clip_start_47]H. 3657 -- Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE, RELATING TO PRENEED LIFE INSURANCE MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR DETERMINING RESERVE LIABILITIES AND NONFORFEITURE VALUES, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 4035, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_47]Without Reference

[bookmark: include_clip_start_49]H. 3658 -- Rep. Gullick: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 11-5-15 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IN ADDITION TO ALL OTHER REQUIREMENTS OF LAW, THE TREASURER OF THIS STATE ALSO MUST BE A CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT LICENSED TO PRACTICE IN THIS STATE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_49]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_51]H. 3659 -- Rep. Gilliard: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 16-23-50, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CERTAIN OFFENSES INVOLVING WEAPONS, SO AS TO INCLUDE ASSAULT WEAPONS IN THE PURVIEW OF THE STATUTE AND INCREASE THE PENALTIES FOR A VIOLATION AND CREATE A TWO-TIERED PENALTY SCHEME; AND TO AMEND SECTION 16-23-210, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS FOR PURPOSES OF THE ARTICLE, SO AS TO DEFINE THE TERM "ASSAULT WEAPON".
[bookmark: include_clip_end_51]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_53]H. 3660 -- Rep. Gilliard: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59-53-1990 SO AS TO REQUIRE EVERY PUBLIC MIDDLE SCHOOL AND PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL OF THIS STATE EACH TO OFFER AT LEAST FIVE CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY COURSES TO THEIR RESPECTIVE STUDENTS FOR ELECTIVE CREDIT.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_53]Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works
[bookmark: include_clip_start_55]H. 3661 -- Reps. Gilliard and Hutto: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 56-3-1980 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION MAY APPOINT NONCOMPENSATED VOLUNTEERS TO ISSUE PARKING TICKETS TO VEHICLES AND PERSONS WHO VIOLATE THE STATE'S HANDICAPPED PARKING LAWS, AND TO PROVIDE THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE VOLUNTEERS.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_55]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_57]H. 3662 -- Reps. Hutto and Gilliard: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 59-40-40, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL CHAPTER, SO AS TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF "CHARTER SCHOOL" TO ALLOW AN APPLICANT TO SEEK TO FORM A SINGLE SEX CHARTER SCHOOL WITHOUT REGARD TO THE GENDER MAKEUP OF THAT PROPOSED CHARTER SCHOOL; AND TO AMEND SECTION 59-40-50, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO POWERS AND DUTIES OF A CHARTER SCHOOL, SO AS TO MAKE EXCEPTIONS FOR THE APPLICATION TO CREATE A SINGLE GENDER CHARTER SCHOOL TO THE REQUIREMENTS THAT CHARTER SCHOOLS ADMIT ALL CHILDREN ELIGIBLE TO ATTEND PUBLIC SCHOOL AND THAT CHARTER SCHOOLS MAY NOT DENY ADMISSION OR SHOW PREFERENCE TO A GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS, RESPECTIVELY.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_57]Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works

[bookmark: include_clip_start_59]H. 3663 -- Reps. Hutto, Whipper, J. E. Smith, R. L. Brown and Stavrinakis: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 63-7-410, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT WHEN A PERSON IS MANDATED TO MAKE THESE REPORTS, SO AS TO ALSO PROVIDE CIVIL LIABILITY FOR FAILURE TO MAKE A REPORT.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_59]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_61]H. 3664 -- Rep. Merrill: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 59-147-30, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF REVENUE BONDS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE HIGHER EDUCATION REVENUE BOND ACT, SO AS TO CLARIFY THOSE ELIGIBLE FACILITIES WHICH MAY BE FINANCED UNDER THE ACT; AND TO REPEAL SECTION 59-147-120 RELATING TO LIMITATIONS ON THE ISSUANCE OF CERTAIN REVENUE BONDS.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_61]On motion of Rep. MERRILL, with unanimous consent, the Bill was ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.

ROLL CALL
The roll call of the House of Representatives was taken resulting as follows:
	[bookmark: vote_start64]Agnew
	Alexander
	Allen

	Allison
	Anderson
	Anthony

	Bales
	Ballentine
	Bannister

	Barfield
	Battle
	Bingham

	Bowen
	Bowers
	Brady

	Branham
	Brantley
	G. A. Brown

	H. B. Brown
	R. L. Brown
	Cato

	Chalk
	Clemmons
	Clyburn

	Cobb-Hunter
	Cole
	Cooper

	Crawford
	Daning
	Delleney

	Dillard
	Duncan
	Edge

	Forrester
	Frye
	Funderburk

	Gambrell
	Gilliard
	Govan

	Gullick
	Gunn
	Haley

	Hardwick
	Harrell
	Harrison

	Harvin
	Hayes
	Hearn

	Herbkersman
	Hiott
	Hodges

	Horne
	Hosey
	Howard

	Hutto
	Jefferson
	Jennings

	Kelly
	Kennedy
	King

	Limehouse
	Littlejohn
	Loftis

	Long
	Lowe
	Lucas

	Mack
	McEachern
	McLeod

	Merrill
	Miller
	Millwood

	Mitchell
	Moss
	Nanney

	J. H. Neal
	J. M. Neal
	Ott

	Owens
	Parker
	Parks

	Pinson
	E. H. Pitts
	M. A. Pitts

	Rice
	Sandifer
	Scott

	Sellers
	Simrill
	Skelton

	D. C. Smith
	G. M. Smith
	G. R. Smith

	J. E. Smith
	J. R. Smith
	Sottile

	Spires
	Stavrinakis
	Stewart

	Stringer
	Thompson
	Toole

	Umphlett
	Vick
	Weeks

	Whipper
	White
	Whitmire

	Williams
	Wylie
	A. D. Young

	T. R. Young
	
	



STATEMENT OF ATTENDANCE
I came in after the roll call and was present for the Session on Wednesday, March 4.
	[bookmark: statement_start66]Dan Hamilton
	Mark Willis

	Chris Hart
	Thad Viers

	Shannon Erickson
	Denny Neilson

	Chip Huggins
	Todd Rutherford



[bookmark: statement_end66][bookmark: vote_end66]Total Present--120

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. KIRSH a leave of absence for the day due to an illness in the family.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. KNIGHT a leave of absence for the day due to illness.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. J. H. NEAL a leave of absence for the remainder of the day to attend a funeral. 

STATEMENT OF ATTENDANCE
Rep. RUTHERFORD signed a statement with the Clerk that he came in after the roll call of the House and was present for the Session on Tuesday, March 3.

DOCTORS OF THE DAY
Announcement was made that Dr. Conyers O'Bryan of Florence and Dr. Melvin Berlinsky of Charleston were the Doctors of the Day for the General Assembly.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Reps. HORNE, A. D. YOUNG, HARRELL and KNIGHT presented to the House the Summerville High School Competitive Cheerleading Team, the 2008 Class AAAA Champions, their coach and other school officials. 

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
In accordance with House Rule 5.2 below:
[bookmark: file_start80]"5.2	Every bill before presentation shall have its title endorsed; every report, its title at length; every petition, memorial, or other paper, its prayer or substance; and, in every instance, the name of the member presenting any paper shall be endorsed and the papers shall be presented by the member to the Speaker at the desk.  A member may add his name to a bill or resolution or a co‑sponsor of a bill or resolution may remove his name at any time prior to the bill or resolution receiving passage on second reading.  The member or co‑sponsor shall notify the Clerk of the House in writing of his desire to have his name added or removed from the bill or resolution.  The Clerk of the House shall print the member’s or co‑sponsor’s written notification in the House Journal.  The removal or addition of a name does not apply to a bill or resolution sponsored by a committee.”

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
	Bill Number:
	H. 3434

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/09
	HORNE, G. M. SMITH, SOTTILE, LONG, KING, DANING, COLE, HUTTO, HEARN, FORRESTER, ALLISON, PARKER, GILLIARD, T. R. YOUNG, MILLWOOD, STRINGER, HAMILTON, WYLIE, SCOTT, WILLIS, H. B. BROWN, CRAWFORD, ERICKSON, HERBKERSMAN, NANNEY, DILLARD, BANNISTER and MCEACHERN



CO-SPONSOR ADDED
	Bill Number:
	H. 3305

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/09
	FORRESTER



CO-SPONSOR ADDED
	Bill Number:
	H. 3311

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/09
	FORRESTER



CO-SPONSOR ADDED
	Bill Number:
	H. 3488

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/09
	WILLIAMS



ORDERED TO THIRD READING
The following Bill and Joint Resolution were taken up, read the second time, and ordered to a third reading:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_91]
S. 473 -- Senator Leventis: A BILL TO AMEND ACT 387 OF 2008, RELATING TO THE SUMTER COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A MEMBER OF THE SUMTER CONSOLIDATION TRANSITION COMMITTEE WHO HAS BEEN DISMISSED, SUSPENDED FROM HIS POSITION, OR DEMOTED, OR RECEIVES ANY DIRECT OR INDIRECT THREATS IN CONNECTION WITH HIS DECISIONS OR ACTIONS ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE MAY INSTITUTE A NONJURY CIVIL ACTION AGAINST SUMTER SCHOOL DISTRICT 2 OR SUMTER SCHOOL DISTRICT 17 OR THEIR SUCCESSORS FOR CERTAIN DAMAGES.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_91][bookmark: include_clip_start_92]
H. 3649 -- Reps. Hiott, Rice, Skelton and Owens: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE SCHOOL DAY MISSED ON MARCH 2, 2009, BY THE STUDENTS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PICKENS COUNTY WHEN THE SCHOOLS WERE CLOSED DUE TO SNOW ARE EXEMPT FROM THE MAKE-UP REQUIREMENT THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS BE MADE UP.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_92]

H. 3084--RECONSIDERED, AMENDED AND DEBATE ADJOURNED
Rep. SIMRILL moved to reconsider the vote whereby the following Bill was rejected:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_94]
H. 3084 -- Reps. Toole, Wylie and Hamilton: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 57-3-610, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE NAMING OF A HIGHWAY FACILITY IN HONOR OF AN INDIVIDUAL, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT UNLESS THE HIGHWAY FACILITY IS DEDICATED AND NAMED IN HONOR OF EITHER A SERVICEMAN OR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, PUBLIC FUNDS MAY NOT BE USED TO REIMBURSE THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE EXPENSES IT INCURS TO NAME AND DEDICATE THE HIGHWAY FACILITY.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_94]
Rep. KENNEDY moved to table the motion to reconsider.

Rep. SIMRILL demanded the yeas and nays which were taken, resulting as follows:
[bookmark: vote_start96]Yeas 17; Nays 79

 Those who voted in the affirmative are:
	Battle
	Brantley
	H. B. Brown

	Clyburn
	Harvin
	Hayes

	Hodges
	Hosey
	Jefferson

	Kennedy
	McLeod
	Ott

	Sellers
	Stavrinakis
	Vick

	Weeks
	Whipper
	



Total--17

 Those who voted in the negative are:
	Allen
	Allison
	Anderson

	Anthony
	Ballentine
	Bannister

	Barfield
	Bingham
	Bowen

	Brady
	Branham
	R. L. Brown

	Chalk
	Clemmons
	Cobb-Hunter

	Cole
	Crawford
	Daning

	Delleney
	Dillard
	Duncan

	Edge
	Forrester
	Frye

	Funderburk
	Gambrell
	Gilliard

	Govan
	Gullick
	Gunn

	Haley
	Hamilton
	Hardwick

	Harrell
	Harrison
	Hart

	Hearn
	Hiott
	Horne

	Hutto
	Jennings
	Kelly

	King
	Littlejohn
	Long

	Lowe
	Lucas
	Mack

	Merrill
	Miller
	Millwood

	Moss
	Nanney
	Owens

	Parker
	Parks
	Pinson

	E. H. Pitts
	M. A. Pitts
	Rice

	Sandifer
	Scott
	Simrill

	Skelton
	D. C. Smith
	G. M. Smith

	G. R. Smith
	J. R. Smith
	Spires

	Stewart
	Stringer
	Thompson

	Toole
	Viers
	White

	Willis
	Wylie
	A. D. Young

	T. R. Young
	
	



[bookmark: vote_end96]Total--79

So, the House refused to table the motion to reconsider.

The question then recurred to the motion to reconsider.

Rep. KENNEDY demanded the yeas and nays which were taken, resulting as follows:
[bookmark: vote_start99]Yeas 74; Nays 30

Those who voted in the affirmative are:
	Allison
	Anderson
	Anthony

	Ballentine
	Bannister
	Barfield

	Bingham
	Bowen
	Brady

	Branham
	G. A. Brown
	Chalk

	Clemmons
	Cobb-Hunter
	Cole

	Crawford
	Daning
	Delleney

	Duncan
	Edge
	Forrester

	Frye
	Funderburk
	Gambrell

	Govan
	Gullick
	Haley

	Hamilton
	Hardwick
	Harrell

	Harrison
	Hart
	Hearn

	Hiott
	Horne
	Huggins

	Kelly
	Littlejohn
	Long

	Lowe
	Lucas
	McLeod

	Merrill
	Miller
	Millwood

	Moss
	Nanney
	Owens

	Parker
	Pinson
	E. H. Pitts

	M. A. Pitts
	Rice
	Sandifer

	Scott
	Simrill
	Skelton

	D. C. Smith
	G. M. Smith
	G. R. Smith

	J. R. Smith
	Spires
	Stewart

	Stringer
	Thompson
	Toole

	Umphlett
	Viers
	White

	Williams
	Willis
	Wylie

	A. D. Young
	T. R. Young
	



Total--74

 Those who voted in the negative are:
	Allen
	Bales
	Battle

	Bowers
	Brantley
	H. B. Brown

	R. L. Brown
	Clyburn
	Dillard

	Gilliard
	Gunn
	Harvin

	Hayes
	Hodges
	Hosey

	Hutto
	Jefferson
	Jennings

	Kennedy
	King
	Mack

	McEachern
	J. M. Neal
	Ott

	Parks
	Sellers
	Stavrinakis

	Vick
	Weeks
	Whipper



[bookmark: vote_end99]Total--30

So, the motion to reconsider was agreed to.

Rep. KING moved to adjourn debate on the Bill.

Rep. TOOLE moved to table the motion.  

Rep. HOWARD demanded the yeas and nays which were taken, resulting as follows:
[bookmark: vote_start103]Yeas 73; Nays 34
 Those who voted in the affirmative are:
	Allison
	Anthony
	Ballentine

	Bannister
	Barfield
	Bingham

	Bowen
	Brady
	Chalk

	Clemmons
	Cole
	Cooper

	Crawford
	Daning
	Delleney

	Duncan
	Edge
	Erickson

	Forrester
	Frye
	Funderburk

	Gambrell
	Govan
	Gullick

	Haley
	Hamilton
	Hardwick

	Harrell
	Harrison
	Hearn

	Herbkersman
	Hiott
	Horne

	Huggins
	Kelly
	Limehouse

	Littlejohn
	Long
	Lowe

	Lucas
	McLeod
	Merrill

	Miller
	Millwood
	Nanney

	J. H. Neal
	J. M. Neal
	Owens

	Parker
	Pinson
	M. A. Pitts

	Rice
	Sandifer
	Scott

	Simrill
	Skelton
	D. C. Smith

	G. R. Smith
	J. R. Smith
	Sottile

	Spires
	Stewart
	Stringer

	Thompson
	Toole
	Umphlett

	Viers
	White
	Whitmire

	Willis
	Wylie
	A. D. Young

	T. R. Young
	
	



Total--73

 Those who voted in the negative are:
	Allen
	Anderson
	Battle

	Bowers
	Branham
	Brantley

	G. A. Brown
	H. B. Brown
	R. L. Brown

	Clyburn
	Dillard
	Gilliard

	Gunn
	Hart
	Hayes

	Hodges
	Hosey
	Howard

	Hutto
	Jefferson
	Jennings

	Kennedy
	King
	Mack

	McEachern
	Moss
	Ott

	Parks
	Sellers
	J. E. Smith

	Stavrinakis
	Vick
	Whipper

	Williams
	
	



[bookmark: vote_end103]Total--34

So, the motion to adjourn debate was tabled.

The question then recurred to the consideration of the Bill.

Rep. TOOLE proposed the following Amendment No. 2 (COUNCIL\DKA\3228DW09), which was adopted:
Amend the bill, as and if amended, Section 57-3-610, SECTION 1, page 1, line 42, by inserting after the / . / a new sentence to read:
/ If money to fund the erection of a sign is raised privately, signs may be erected in honor of an individual. /
Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Rep. TOOLE explained the amendment.
Rep. OTT spoke against the amendment.

The question then recurred to the adoption of the amendment.

Rep. OTT demanded the yeas and nays which were taken, resulting as follows:
[bookmark: vote_start110]Yeas 65; Nays 44

 Those who voted in the affirmative are:
	Allison
	Ballentine
	Bannister

	Barfield
	Bingham
	Bowen

	Brady
	Chalk
	Clemmons

	Cole
	Crawford
	Daning

	Delleney
	Duncan
	Edge

	Erickson
	Forrester
	Frye

	Funderburk
	Gambrell
	Gullick

	Haley
	Hamilton
	Hardwick

	Harrell
	Harrison
	Hearn

	Hiott
	Horne
	Huggins

	Kelly
	Littlejohn
	Long

	Lowe
	Lucas
	Merrill

	Millwood
	Nanney
	Owens

	Parker
	Pinson
	E. H. Pitts

	M. A. Pitts
	Rice
	Sandifer

	Scott
	Simrill
	Skelton

	D. C. Smith
	G. M. Smith
	G. R. Smith

	J. R. Smith
	Sottile
	Spires

	Stewart
	Stringer
	Toole

	Umphlett
	Viers
	White

	Whitmire
	Willis
	Wylie

	A. D. Young
	T. R. Young
	



Total--65

 Those who voted in the negative are:
	Allen
	Anderson
	Anthony

	Battle
	Bowers
	Branham

	Brantley
	G. A. Brown
	H. B. Brown

	R. L. Brown
	Clyburn
	Dillard

	Gilliard
	Govan
	Gunn

	Hart
	Harvin
	Hayes

	Hodges
	Hosey
	Howard

	Hutto
	Jefferson
	Jennings

	Kennedy
	King
	Limehouse

	Mack
	McEachern
	McLeod

	Miller
	Moss
	J. M. Neal

	Ott
	Parks
	Rutherford

	Sellers
	J. E. Smith
	Stavrinakis

	Thompson
	Vick
	Weeks

	Whipper
	Williams
	



[bookmark: vote_end110]Total--44

So, the amendment was adopted.

Rep. TOOLE proposed the following Amendment No. 3 (COUNCIL\DKA\3227DW09), which was adopted:
Amend the bill, as and if amended, Section 57-3-610, SECTION 1, page 1, line 34, by striking / or / and inserting / , /; and line 35, by inserting / , or fireman / after / officer /.
Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Rep. TOOLE explained the amendment.

Rep. TOOLE demanded the yeas and nays which were taken, resulting as follows:
[bookmark: vote_start114]Yeas 86; Nays 8

 Those who voted in the affirmative are:
	Allen
	Allison
	Anderson

	Anthony
	Ballentine
	Bannister

	Battle
	Bingham
	Bowen

	Bowers
	Brady
	Brantley

	G. A. Brown
	R. L. Brown
	Chalk

	Clemmons
	Cobb-Hunter
	Cole

	Crawford
	Daning
	Delleney

	Edge
	Erickson
	Forrester

	Frye
	Funderburk
	Gambrell

	Gullick
	Gunn
	Haley

	Hamilton
	Hardwick
	Harrell

	Harvin
	Hayes
	Herbkersman

	Hiott
	Horne
	Hosey

	Huggins
	Hutto
	Jennings

	Kelly
	Limehouse
	Littlejohn

	Long
	Lowe
	Lucas

	McEachern
	Miller
	Millwood

	Moss
	Nanney
	J. M. Neal

	Ott
	Owens
	Parks

	Pinson
	E. H. Pitts
	M. A. Pitts

	Rice
	Scott
	Sellers

	Simrill
	Skelton
	D. C. Smith

	G. M. Smith
	G. R. Smith
	J. E. Smith

	J. R. Smith
	Spires
	Stavrinakis

	Stewart
	Stringer
	Thompson

	Toole
	Umphlett
	Viers

	Weeks
	Whipper
	White

	Whitmire
	Willis
	Wylie

	A. D. Young
	T. R. Young
	



Total--86


 Those who voted in the negative are:
	Gilliard
	Hodges
	Jefferson

	Kennedy
	King
	Mack

	Rutherford
	Williams
	



[bookmark: vote_end114]Total--8

So, the amendment was adopted.

Rep. HART spoke against the Bill.

Rep. TOOLE moved to adjourn debate on the Bill, which was adopted.

SENT TO THE SENATE
The following Bills were taken up, read the third time, and ordered sent to the Senate:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_120]
H. 3270 -- Reps. Duncan, Hodges, Allison, Parker, Weeks, Wylie and Whipper: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 44-2-60, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE REGISTRATION OF UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS, SO AS TO ESTABLISH NEW ANNUAL RENEWAL FEES AND TO REQUIRE THAT THE ADDITIONAL REVENUE GENERATED FROM THE TANK FEE INCREASES BE DEPOSITED INTO THE SUPERB ACCOUNT.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_120][bookmark: include_clip_start_121]
H. 3616 -- Rep. Simrill: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 25 TO CHAPTER 53, TITLE 59 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE YORK TECHNICAL COLLEGE ENTERPRISE CAMPUS, AND TO PROVIDE FOR ITS POWERS AND DUTIES.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_121][bookmark: include_clip_start_122]
H. 3627 -- Reps. Miller and Anderson: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 59-67-535, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE USE OF BOATS OPERATED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN FROM ISLANDS TO MAINLAND SCHOOLS BY CERTAIN OTHER PERSONS, SO AS TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE OPERATION OF THESE BOATS BY THE DEPARTMENT ON SANDY ISLAND, FOR USE OF THESE BOATS BY SPECIFIED PERSONS, AND THE PROCEDURES APPLICABLE FOR USE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_122]
Rep. COOPER moved that the House do now adjourn, which was agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
At 11:51 a.m. the House, in accordance with the motion of Rep. HORNE, adjourned in memory of Carl Sellers of Summerville, to meet at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow.
***
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