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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR DR. JAMES H. HERLONG OF COLUMBIA FOR FORTY YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE AS A PRACTICING SURGEON, HOSPITAL LEADER, AND HEALTHCARE ADVOCATE, AND TO CONGRATULATE HIM FOR HIS UNTIRING EFFORTS TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY AND SAFETY OF CARE FOR PATIENTS IN HIS MIDST.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, with great pleasure the South Carolina House of Representatives honors individuals who freely give of their time and resources for the good of others; and

Whereas, Dr. James H. Herlong has served his patients, his community, and his hospitals unceasingly to combine the art and science of urology surgery for the overall improvement of the health and well being of those he served; and

Whereas, born in Rock Hill on December 24, 1937, James Herlong was the youngest of five children, a Christmas gift to his parents, Dr. and Mrs. Everett Eldred Herlong, and was reared and educated in the Upstate until he began his higher education; and

Whereas, he attended Davidson College in Davidson, North Carolina, distinguished himself as a student and scholar, thereby earning membership in the Phi Beta Kappa honorary fraternity and in the Pi Kappa Phi social fraternity, and graduated with honors in 1959; and

Whereas, continuing to excel academically at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine until his graduation in 1963, James Herlong became a distinguished member of Alpha Omega Alpha, the recipient of the Mosby Scholarship Award, and president of the Deaver Surgical Society; and

Whereas, he pursued surgical training through a surgical internship and residency at the University of North Carolina Memorial Hospital and completed a second surgical residency in urology, general and pediatric, at Duke University Medical Center while also fulfilling a National Institutes of Health Urology Fellowship at Duke University Medical Center; and

Whereas, Dr. Herlong served his country with distinction as a surgeon in the United States Army from 1965 to 1967; and

Whereas, practicing as a board certified urologist with his colleagues in the Columbia Urological Associates for forty years, he served countless thousands of patients through his private practice and at Palmetto Health Baptist, Palmetto Health Richland, and Providence hospitals; and

Whereas, Dr. Herlong took active membership and leadership roles in healthcare organizations, such as the Columbia Medical Society, South Carolina Medical Association, Southeastern Section of the American Urological Association, Carolina Urological Association, Columbia Medical Journal Club, South Carolina Urological Association, and the American Urological Association; and

Whereas, in 2001, he was named to the board of trustees of Baptist Healthcare System while serving as chief of staff of Palmetto Health Baptist, and he served continuously as a trustee of that board since 2003; and

Whereas, named to the board of directors of Palmetto Health in 2005, he served concurrently in the position of board member and chairman of the board’s Quality and Patient Safety Committee, remaining in both roles for the full six years of his service to Palmetto Health and the patients it serves; and  

Whereas, because the quality of care and patient safety at Palmetto Health are of utmost importance to Dr. Herlong and to his fellow Palmetto Health directors and physician partners, he led a transformation to a culture of quality that has made an extraordinary difference to Palmetto Health physicians and their patients; and

Whereas, Dr. Herlong and his late wife, Jane Elizabeth Blakeney, reared two wonderful daughters, Elizabeth Herlong Campbell and Laura Herlong Rickenmann, who blessed them with four adoring granddaughters, Blakeney and Barrett Campbell and Carlyle and Ellie Rickenmann, who are the delight of their grandfather, and who with his son-in-law Daniel Rickenmann share enjoyment of all the girls; and

Whereas, although Dr. James Herlong is retiring from the active practice of medicine, he is not retiring from the active and avid support and appreciation of all things Gamecock, including football, basketball, and baseball, which will continue to occupy many of his hours; and

Whereas, Dr. Herlong plans to enjoy the extra hours of leisure in his well‑deserved retirement by pursuing new hobbies such as fishing and fly fishing, working in the yard, and relaxing at Lake Murray; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are grateful for the lifelong service and devotion that Dr. James H. Herlong has lavished on his family, his patients, his physician partners, his healthcare community, and to all who have been touched by this fine son of South Carolina.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor Dr. James H. Herlong of Columbia for forty years of outstanding service as a practicing surgeon, hospital leader, and healthcare advocate, and congratulate him for his untiring efforts to enhance the quality and safety of care for patients in his midst.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Dr. James Herlong.
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