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[bookmark: titletop]TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, SO AS TO ENACT THE “TRUTH IN GOVERNMENT ACT”; TO AMEND SECTION 2‑69‑30, RELATING TO THE AUTHORITY OF COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO ADMINISTER OATHS AND AFFIRMATIONS AND TAKE TESTIMONY, SO AS TO REQUIRE PERSONS WHO TESTIFY BEFORE A COMMITTEE OR SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE SENATE OR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO DO SO UNDER OATH OR AFFIRMATION AND TO PROVIDE THAT WILFUL PRESENTMENT OF FALSE, MATERIALLY MISLEADING, OR MATERIALLY INCOMPLETE TESTIMONY UNDER OATH OR AFFIRMATION IN A PROCEEDING IN THE SENATE OR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BE TREATED AS PERJURY; AND TO AMEND SECTION 16‑9‑10, RELATING TO PERJURY, TO EXPRESSLY INCLUDE COMMITTEE OR SUBCOMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS IN THE SENATE OR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE PURVIEW OF THE STATUTE.
[bookmark: titleend]
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	This act may be cited as the “Truth in Government Act”.

SECTION	2.	Section 2‑69‑30 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

	“Section 2‑69‑30.	(A)	The A committee or subcommittee, in the discharge of its duties, may administer oaths and affirmations, take depositions, and receive testimony and evidence as necessary in connection with its work, study, or investigation.
	(B)	A person, other than a member of the Senate or the House of Representatives, only may testify to a committee or subcommittee of the Senate or House of Representatives if the testimony is given under oath or affirmation.
	(C)	A person who wilfully gives false, materially misleading, or materially incomplete testimony under oath or affirmation in a proceeding in the Senate or House of Representatives is guilty of perjury and, upon conviction, must be punished in accordance with the provisions of Section 16‑9‑10.”

SECTION	3.	Section 16‑9‑10 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

	“Section 16‑9‑10.	(A)(1)	It is unlawful for a person to wilfully give false, materially misleading, or materially incomplete testimony under oath in any court of record, judicial, administrative, or regulatory proceeding in this State; or to a committee or subcommittee in the Senate or House of Representatives. 
		(2)	It is unlawful for a person to wilfully give false, materially misleading, or materially incomplete information on a document, record, report, or form required by the laws of this State. 
	(B)(1)	A person who violates the provisions of subsection (A)(1) is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined in the discretion of the court or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 
		(2)	A person who violates the provisions of subsection (A)(2) is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned not more than six months or fined not less than one hundred dollars, or both. 
	(C)	A person may be convicted under pursuant to this section if he induces, procures, or persuades another person to commit perjury or if he commits perjury by his own act, consent, or agreement.”

SECTION	4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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