Wednesday, January 16, 2013
(Statewide Session)
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2013
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Indicates New Matter

The House assembled at 2:00 p.m.
Deliberations were opened with prayer by Rev. Charles E. Seastrunk, Jr., as follows:

[bookmark: file_start2]Our thought for today is from Proverbs 15:22: “Without counsel, plans go wrong, but with many advisors they succeed.”
Let us pray. Almighty God, source of light and life, we ask You to be with these Representatives and staff, as they make progress in the decisions before them. Continue to bless them with wisdom and integrity. Bestow Your grace upon our Nation, President, State, Governor, Speaker, staff, and all who support them. Protect our defenders of freedom as they protect us. Heal the wounds, those seen and those hidden, of our brave warriors. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.
[bookmark: file_end2]
Pursuant to Rule 6.3, the House of Representatives was led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America by the SPEAKER.

After corrections to the Journal of the proceedings of yesterday, the SPEAKER ordered it confirmed.

MOTION ADOPTED
Rep. ANDERSON moved that when the House adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Mrs. Azalee Swinton Anderson of Georgetown, which was agreed to.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_8]
H. 3328 -- Rep. Cole: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR THE DRAYTON FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR THE VALUABLE PUBLIC SERVICE IT RENDERS TO ITS 


COMMUNITY EVERY DAY, AND TO CONGRATULATE THE DEPARTMENT AT THE CELEBRATION OF ITS FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_8]
The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_11]
H. 3330 -- Reps. Huggins, Ballentine, W. J. McLeod, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Anthony, Atwater, Bales, Bannister, Barfield, Bedingfield, Bernstein, Bingham, Bowen, Bowers, Branham, Brannon, G. A. Brown, R. L. Brown, Chumley, Clemmons, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cole, H. A. Crawford, K. R. Crawford, Crosby, Daning, Delleney, Dillard, Douglas, Edge, Erickson, Felder, Finlay, Forrester, Funderburk, Gagnon, Gambrell, George, Gilliard, Goldfinch, Govan, Hamilton, Hardee, Hardwick, Harrell, Hart, Hayes, Henderson, Herbkersman, Hiott, Hixon, Hodges, Horne, Hosey, Howard, Jefferson, Kennedy, King, Knight, Limehouse, Loftis, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Mack, McCoy, McEachern, M. S. McLeod, Merrill, Mitchell, D. C. Moss, V. S. Moss, Munnerlyn, Murphy, Nanney, Neal, Newton, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Patrick, Pitts, Pope, Powers Norrell, Putnam, Quinn, Ridgeway, Riley, Rivers, Robinson-Simpson, Rutherford, Ryhal, Sabb, Sandifer, Sellers, Simrill, Skelton, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, Sottile, Southard, Spires, Stavrinakis, Stringer, Tallon, Taylor, Thayer, Toole, Vick, Weeks, Wells, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis and Wood: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND COMMEND THE CHAPIN HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY CHEERLEADING SQUAD, COACHES, AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS FOR AN EXCEPTIONAL SEASON, AND TO CONGRATULATE THEM FOR GARNERING THE 2012 CLASS AAA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_11]
The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_14]
H. 3331 -- Reps. Huggins, Ballentine, W. J. McLeod, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Anthony, Atwater, Bales, Bannister, Barfield, Bedingfield, Bernstein, Bingham, Bowen, Bowers, Branham, Brannon, G. A. Brown, R. L. Brown, Chumley, Clemmons, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cole, H. A. Crawford, K. R. Crawford, Crosby, Daning, Delleney, Dillard, Douglas, Edge, Erickson, Felder, Finlay, Forrester, Funderburk, Gagnon, Gambrell, George, Gilliard, Goldfinch, Govan, Hamilton, Hardee, Hardwick, Harrell, Hart, Hayes, Henderson, Herbkersman, Hiott, Hixon, Hodges, Horne, Hosey, Howard, Jefferson, Kennedy, King, Knight, Limehouse, Loftis, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Mack, McCoy, McEachern, M. S. McLeod, Merrill, Mitchell, D. C. Moss, V. S. Moss, Munnerlyn, Murphy, Nanney, Neal, Newton, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Patrick, Pitts, Pope, Powers Norrell, Putnam, Quinn, Ridgeway, Riley, Rivers, Robinson-Simpson, Rutherford, Ryhal, Sabb, Sandifer, Sellers, Simrill, Skelton, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, Sottile, Southard, Spires, Stavrinakis, Stringer, Tallon, Taylor, Thayer, Toole, Vick, Weeks, Wells, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis and Wood: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE CHAPIN HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY CHEERLEADING SQUAD OF LEXINGTON COUNTY WITH THE TEAM COACHES AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS, AT A DATE AND TIME TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SPEAKER, FOR THE PURPOSE OF BEING RECOGNIZED AND HONORED FOR WINNING THE 2012 SOUTH CAROLINA CLASS AAA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the privilege of the floor of the South Carolina House of Representatives be extended to the Chapin High School varsity cheerleading squad of Lexington County with the team coaches and school officials, at a date and time to be determined by the Speaker, for the purpose of being recognized and honored for winning the 2012 South Carolina Class AAA State Championship title.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_17]
H. 3332 -- Reps. Riley, Parks and Pitts: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE GREENWOOD HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM, COACHES, AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS, AT A DATE AND TIME TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SPEAKER, FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING THEM FOR WINNING THE 2012 CLASS AAAA DIVISION II STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the privilege of the floor of the South Carolina House of Representatives be extended to the Greenwood High School football team, coaches, and school officials, at a date and time to be determined by the Speaker, for the purpose of recognizing and commending them for winning the 2012 Class AAAA Division II State Championship title.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_20]
H. 3333 -- Reps. Herbkersman, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Anthony, Atwater, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Bedingfield, Bernstein, Bingham, Bowen, Bowers, Branham, Brannon, G. A. Brown, R. L. Brown, Chumley, Clemmons, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cole, H. A. Crawford, K. R. Crawford, Crosby, Daning, Delleney, Dillard, Douglas, Edge, Erickson, Felder, Finlay, Forrester, Funderburk, Gagnon, Gambrell, George, Gilliard, Goldfinch, Govan, Hamilton, Hardee, Hardwick, Harrell, Hart, Hayes, Henderson, Hiott, Hixon, Hodges, Horne, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Kennedy, King, Knight, Limehouse, Loftis, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Mack, McCoy, McEachern, M. S. McLeod, W. J. McLeod, Merrill, Mitchell, D. C. Moss, V. S. Moss, Munnerlyn, Murphy, Nanney, Neal, Newton, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Patrick, Pitts, Pope, Powers Norrell, Putnam, Quinn, Ridgeway, Riley, Rivers, Robinson-Simpson, Rutherford, Ryhal, Sabb, Sandifer, Sellers, Simrill, Skelton, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, Sottile, Southard, Spires, Stavrinakis, Stringer, Tallon, Taylor, Thayer, Toole, Vick, Weeks, Wells, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis and Wood: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE DEATH OF HAROLD PITTMAN OF JASPER COUNTY AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_20]
The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_23]
H. 3334 -- Reps. Henderson, Hamilton, Allison and Stringer: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND CONGRATULATE THE GREATER GREER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ON BEING NAMED CAROLINAS ASSOCIATION OF CHAMBER OF COMMERCE EXECUTIVES (CACCE) OUTSTANDING CHAMBER OF THE YEAR.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_23]
The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_26]
H. 3335 -- Rep. G. A. Brown: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR MRS. MARGARET "PEGGY" HACKETT OF SUMTER COUNTY FOR HER OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE AND TO WISH HER WELL AS SHE CONTINUES TO SERVE THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_26]
The Resolution was adopted.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_29]
H. 3336 -- Reps. Riley, Parks, Pitts, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Anthony, Atwater, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Bedingfield, Bernstein, Bingham, Bowen, Bowers, Branham, Brannon, G. A. Brown, R. L. Brown, Chumley, Clemmons, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cole, H. A. Crawford, K. R. Crawford, Crosby, Daning, Delleney, Dillard, Douglas, Edge, Erickson, Felder, Finlay, Forrester, Funderburk, Gagnon, Gambrell, George, Gilliard, Goldfinch, Govan, Hamilton, Hardee, Hardwick, Harrell, Hart, Hayes, Henderson, Herbkersman, Hiott, Hixon, Hodges, Horne, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Kennedy, King, Knight, Limehouse, Loftis, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Mack, McCoy, McEachern, M. S. McLeod, W. J. McLeod, Merrill, Mitchell, D. C. Moss, V. S. Moss, Munnerlyn, Murphy, Nanney, Neal, Newton, Norman, Ott, Owens, Patrick, Pope, Powers Norrell, Putnam, Quinn, Ridgeway, Rivers, Robinson-Simpson, Rutherford, Ryhal, Sabb, Sandifer, Sellers, Simrill, Skelton, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, Sottile, Southard, Spires, Stavrinakis, Stringer, Tallon, Taylor, Thayer, Toole, Vick, Weeks, Wells, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis and Wood: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND CONGRATULATE THE GREENWOOD HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM ON ITS UNDEFEATED 15-0 SEASON AND IMPRESSIVE WIN OF THE 2012 CLASS AAAA DIVISION II STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_29]
The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_32]
H. 3337 -- Reps. Delleney, Bannister, Cole, Clemmons, Horne, McCoy and Weeks: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO INVITE THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA SUPREME COURT, THE HONORABLE JEAN HOEFER TOAL, TO ADDRESS THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN JOINT SESSION ON THE STATE OF THE JUDICIARY AT 12:00 NOON ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2013.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court, the Honorable Jean Hoefer Toal, is invited to address the General Assembly in Joint Session on the State of the Judiciary in the Hall of the House of Representatives at 12:00 noon on Wednesday, February 20, 2013.


Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Chief Justice Toal.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_35]
H. 3338 -- Reps. Clemmons, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Anthony, Atwater, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Bedingfield, Bernstein, Bingham, Bowen, Bowers, Branham, Brannon, G. A. Brown, R. L. Brown, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cole, H. A. Crawford, K. R. Crawford, Crosby, Daning, Delleney, Dillard, Douglas, Edge, Erickson, Felder, Finlay, Forrester, Funderburk, Gagnon, Gambrell, George, Gilliard, Goldfinch, Govan, Hamilton, Hardee, Hardwick, Harrell, Hart, Hayes, Henderson, Herbkersman, Hiott, Hixon, Hodges, Horne, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Kennedy, King, Knight, Limehouse, Loftis, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Mack, McCoy, McEachern, M. S. McLeod, W. J. McLeod, Merrill, Mitchell, D. C. Moss, V. S. Moss, Munnerlyn, Murphy, Nanney, Neal, Newton, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Patrick, Pitts, Pope, Powers Norrell, Putnam, Quinn, Ridgeway, Riley, Rivers, Robinson-Simpson, Rutherford, Ryhal, Sabb, Sandifer, Sellers, Simrill, Skelton, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, Sottile, Southard, Spires, Stavrinakis, Stringer, Tallon, Taylor, Thayer, Toole, Vick, Weeks, Wells, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis and Wood: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO PROCLAIM THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 7 - 14, 2013, AS CONGENITAL HEART DEFECT AWARENESS WEEK IN SOUTH CAROLINA FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENCOURAGING EARLY DETECTION AND TREATMENT OF THIS SERIOUS HEALTH ISSUE AFFECTING SO MANY CITIZENS.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_35]
The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.


CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The Senate sent to the House the following:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_38]
S. 220 -- Senator Sheheen: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR JANE ELIZABETH DAVIS PIGG, OWNER OF CHERAW'S WCRE RADIO STATIONS AND EXECUTIVE PRODUCER OF THE PEE DEE BROADCASTING SPORTS NETWORK, FOR MORE THAN THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS OF OUTSTANDING RADIO BROADCASTING IN THE PALMETTO STATE, AND TO CONGRATULATE HER FOR  BEING NOMINATED FOR INDUCTION INTO THE SOUTH CAROLINA BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION HALL OF FAME.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_38]
The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered returned to the Senate with concurrence.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The Senate sent to the House the following:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_41]
S. 236 -- Senators Nicholson and O'Dell: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND CONGRATULATE THE GREENWOOD HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM ON ITS UNDEFEATED 15-0 SEASON AND IMPRESSIVE WIN OF THE 2012 CLASS AAAA DIVISION II STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_41]
The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered returned to the Senate with concurrence.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS  
The following Bills and Joint Resolutions were introduced, read the first time, and referred to appropriate committees: 

[bookmark: include_clip_start_45]H. 3329 -- Rep. Pope: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 50-1-130, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PENALTIES ASSOCIATED WITH OFFENSES CONTAINED IN TITLE 50 SO AS TO REVISE THE PENALTIES FOR THESE OFFENSES, AND PROVIDE THAT MAGISTRATES COURT HAS BOTH ORIGINAL AND CONCURRENT JURISDICTION OVER THESE OFFENSES.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_45]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_47]H. 3339 -- Reps. Govan, Brannon, Gilliard, Hosey, Alexander, Clyburn and Jefferson: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 59-65-10, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING THE COMPULSORY AGE FOR ATTENDING SCHOOL, SO AS TO CHANGE THE AGE FROM SEVENTEEN TO EIGHTEEN; AND TO AMEND SECTION 59-65-30, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO EXCEPTIONS TO THE COMPULSORY AGE, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_47]Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works
[bookmark: include_clip_start_49]
H. 3340 -- Rep. Bannister: A JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 9, ARTICLE III OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR ANNUAL SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMENCING ON THE SECOND TUESDAY IN FEBRUARY RATHER THAN THE SECOND TUESDAY IN JANUARY OF EACH YEAR, REQUIRE EACH ANNUAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO ADJOURN SINE DIE NOT LATER THAN THE FIRST THURSDAY IN MAY EACH YEAR, AND ALLOW THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO CONVENE IN LOCAL SESSION AND FOR THE PURPOSE OF BEGINNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS OR HEARINGS ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF JANUARY EACH YEAR.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_49]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_51]H. 3341 -- Rep. Hart: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 6-1-320, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE LIMIT ON ANNUAL PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE INCREASES IMPOSED BY POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS, SO AS TO RESTORE THE FORMER METHOD OF OVERRIDING THE ANNUAL CAP BY A POSITIVE MAJORITY OF THE APPROPRIATE GOVERNING BODY AND DELETING THE SUPER MAJORITY REQUIREMENT FOR OVERRIDING THE CAP FOR SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES; TO AMEND SECTION 11-11-150, RELATING TO THE TRUST FUND FOR TAX RELIEF, SO AS TO RESTORE FUNDING FOR THE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION AND FULL FUNDING FOR THE SCHOOL OPERATING MILLAGE PORTION OF THE REIMBURSEMENT PAID LOCAL GOVERNMENTS FOR THE HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR THE ELDERLY OR DISABLED; TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-220, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO DELETE THE EXEMPTION REIMBURSED FROM THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND FROM ALL SCHOOL OPERATING MILLAGE ALLOWED ALL OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY; TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-251, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE CALCULATION OF "ROLLBACK TAX MILLAGE" APPLICABLE FOR REASSESSMENT YEARS, SO AS TO RESTORE THE FORMER EXEMPTION ALLOWED FROM A PORTION OF SCHOOL OPERATING MILLAGE FOR ALL OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY; TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-270, AS AMENDED, AND ACT 388 OF 2006, RELATING TO THE REIMBURSEMENTS PAID LOCAL GOVERNMENTS FOR PROPERTY TAX NOT COLLECTED AS A RESULT OF THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FOR THE ELDERLY OR DISABLED AND, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE APPLICATION OF PROPERTY TAX CREDITS IN COUNTIES WHERE THE USE OF LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX REVENUES GIVE RISE TO A CREDIT AGAINST SCHOOL OPERATING PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING AMENDMENTS; TO REPEAL ARTICLE 7, CHAPTER 10, TITLE 4 RELATING TO THE LOCAL OPTION SALES AND USE TAX FOR LOCAL PROPERTY TAX CREDITS; TO REPEAL SECTIONS 11-11-155 AND 11-11-156 RELATING TO THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION TRUST FUND; TO REPEAL ARTICLE 11, CHAPTER 36, TITLE 12 RELATING TO THE STATEWIDE ADDITIONAL ONE PERCENT SALES AND USE TAX THE REVENUES OF WHICH REIMBURSE SCHOOL DISTRICTS FOR THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FROM ALL PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE IMPOSED FOR SCHOOL OPERATIONS; TO AMEND SECTIONS 12-37-3130, 12-37-3140, AND 12-37-3150, ALL AS AMENDED, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, VALUATION, AND ASSESSABLE TRANSFERS OF INTEREST, FOR PURPOSES OF THE "SOUTH CAROLINA REAL PROPERTY VALUATION REFORM ACT", SO AS TO ELIMINATE THE "POINT OF SALE" VALUATION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF IMPOSITION OF THE PROPERTY TAX AND RETURN TO THE FORMER VALUATION SYSTEM IN WHICH REAL PROPERTY AND IMPROVEMENTS TO REAL PROPERTY ARE APPRAISED BY THE ASSESSOR AND PERIODICALLY ADJUSTED IN COUNTYWIDE REAPPRAISALS, TO PROVIDE THAT WHEN THE FIFTEEN PERCENT CAP OVER FIVE YEARS ON INCREASES IN FAIR MARKET VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY RESULTS IN A VALUE THAT IS LOWER THAN THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF THE PROPERTY AS DETERMINED BY THE ASSESSOR THAT THE LOWER VALUE BECOMES THE PROPERTY TAX VALUE OF THE REAL PROPERTY AND IS DEEMED ITS FAIR MARKET VALUE FOR PURPOSES OF IMPOSITION OF PROPERTY TAX, TO PROVIDE THAT AN ASSESSABLE TRANSFER OF INTEREST IS A TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OR OTHER INSTANCE CAUSING A "STEPUP" IN THE PROPERTY TAX VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY TO ITS FAIR MARKET VALUE AS DETERMINED BY THE ASSESSOR, TO REQUIRE THE CAP ON INCREASES IN VALUE TO BE APPLIED SEPARATELY TO REAL PROPERTY AND THE IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, AND TO PROVIDE WHEN THE STEPUP VALUE FIRST APPLIES; TO AMEND SECTION 12-60-30, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF "PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT" FOR PURPOSES OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA REVENUE PROCEDURES ACT, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE NOTICES TO INCLUDE PROPERTY TAX VALUE AND PROVIDE THAT THE APPLICABLE ASSESSMENT RATIO APPLIES TO THE LOWER OF FAIR MARKET VALUE, PROPERTY TAX VALUE, OR SPECIAL USE VALUE; TO AMEND SECTION 12-60-2510, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE FORM OF ASSESSMENT NOTICES ISSUED BY THE COUNTY ASSESSOR, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THESE NOTICES MUST CONTAIN THE PROPERTY TAX VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY AND IMPROVEMENTS IN ADDITION TO FAIR MARKET VALUE AND SPECIAL USE VALUE; TO REPEAL ARTICLE 25, CHAPTER 37, TITLE 12 RELATING TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA REAL PROPERTY VALUATION REFORM ACT; AND TO AMEND SECTION 12-43-220, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS AND SECTIONS 12-60-30 AND 12-60-2510, BOTH AS AMENDED, RELATING TO TAX PROCEDURES, ALL SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING AMENDMENTS, AND MAKE THESE REPEALS AND AMENDMENTS CONTINGENT UPON RATIFICATION OF AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 6, ARTICLE X OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THIS STATE ELIMINATING THE FIFTEEN PERCENT CAP OVER FIVE YEARS IN INCREASES IN THE VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF IMPOSITION OF THE PROPERTY TAX AND ELIMINATING AN ASSESSABLE TRANSFER OF INTEREST AS AN EVENT THAT MAY RESULT IN A CHANGE IN THE VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF THE IMPOSITION OF THE PROPERTY TAX.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_51]Referred to Committee on Ways and Means

[bookmark: include_clip_start_53]H. 3342 -- Rep. Hart: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 17-15-175 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A JUDGE MAY NOT ISSUE A BENCH WARRANT FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR UNLESS THE SOLICITOR OR CLERK OF COURT HAS PROVIDED NOTICE TO THE ATTORNEY OF RECORD BEFORE ISSUING THE BENCH WARRANT.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_53]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_55]H. 3343 -- Rep. Hart: A JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 6, ARTICLE X OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX AND THE METHOD OF VALUATION OF REAL PROPERTY AND THE LIMITS ON INCREASES IN THE VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF THE PROPERTY TAX, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO PROVIDE BY LAW A DEFINITION OF "FAIR MARKET VALUE" FOR REAL PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF THE PROPERTY TAX, TO ELIMINATE THE FIFTEEN PERCENT LIMIT ON INCREASES IN THE VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY OVER FIVE YEARS AND TO ELIMINATE AN ASSESSABLE TRANSFER OF INTEREST AS AN EVENT WHICH MAY CHANGE THE VALUE OF THE REAL PROPERTY.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_55]Referred to Committee on Ways and Means

[bookmark: include_clip_start_57]H. 3344 -- Rep. Skelton: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 44-95-10, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE CITATION OF CHAPTER 95 OF TITLE 44 AS THE "CLEAN INDOOR AIR ACT OF 1990", SO AS TO CHANGE THE CHAPTER CITATION TO THE "CLEAN AIR ACT OF 2013"; TO AMEND SECTION 44-95-20, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO AREAS WHERE SMOKING IS PROHIBITED, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT SMOKING ALSO IS PROHIBITED WITHIN FIFTEEN FEET OF THE ENTRANCE TO OR EXIT FROM THESE AREAS; TO DELETE REFERENCES TO "INDOOR"; AND TO ALSO PROHIBIT SMOKING IN PUBLIC OUTDOOR GATED FACILITIES WHERE ATHLETIC EVENTS AND OTHER EVENTS ARE HELD.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_57]Rep. SKELTON asked unanimous consent to have the Bill placed on the calendar without reference.
Rep. BEDINGFIELD objected.
Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_59]H. 3345 -- Rep. Lucas: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 3 TO CHAPTER 2, TITLE 56 SO AS TO CREATE PROVISIONS THAT GOVERN THE REGISTRATION OF MOPEDS; TO AMEND SECTION 56-1-10, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF CERTAIN TERMS THAT RELATE TO THE OPERATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES, SO AS TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF THE TERMS "OWNER", "MOTORCYCLE",  "LOW SPEED VEHICLE", AND TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS FOR THE TERMS "MOPED" AND "VEHICLE"; TO AMEND SECTION 56-2-2740, RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES' REFUSAL TO RENEW A DRIVER'S LICENSE AND VEHICLE REGISTRATION FOR NONPAYMENT OF PROPERTY TAXES, AND THE ISSUANCE OF LICENSE PLATES AND VALIDATION DECALS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT VALIDATION DECALS SHALL NOT BE ISSUED FOR VEHICLES THAT DO NOT REQUIRE THE PAYMENT OF PROPERTY TAXES; TO AMEND SECTION 56-3-20, RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF TERMS REGARDING MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND LICENSING, SO AS TO DELETE THE TERMS "VEHICLE", "MOTOR VEHICLE", "MOTORCYCLE", "MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLE", "NONRESIDENT", "MOPED", AND "MOTORCYCLE THREE-WHEEL VEHICLE" AND THEIR DEFINITIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 56-3-250, RELATING TO THE PAYMENT OF LOCAL TAXES BEFORE A VEHICLE MAY BE REGISTERED, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THIS PROVISION DOES NOT APPLY TO MOPEDS AND TO SUBSTITUTE THE TERM "DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE" FOR THE TERM "STATE TAX COMMISSION"; TO AMEND SECTION 56-3-630, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO VEHICLES CLASSIFIED AS PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLES, SO AS TO SUBSTITUTE THE TERM "MOPED" FOR THE TERM "MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLE", AND TO MAKE A TECHNICAL CHANGE; TO AMEND SECTION 56-3-760, RELATING TO BIENNIAL REGISTRATION FEES FOR CERTAIN VEHICLES, SO AS TO SUBSTITUTE THE TERM "MOPED" FOR THE TERM "MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLE"; TO AMEND SECTION 56-5-50, RELATING TO THE INAPPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS TO THE OPERATION OF MOPEDS, SO AS TO MAKE THESE PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO THE OPERATION OF MOPEDS; TO AMEND SECTION 56-5-361, RELATING TO VEHICLES THAT ARE DEFINED AS PASSENGER CARS, SO AS TO SUBSTITUTE THE TERM "MOPEDS" FOR THE TERM "MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLES"; TO AMEND SECTION 56-5-1555, RELATING TO THE MAXIMUM OPERATION SPEED OF A MOPED, SO AS TO REVISE THE MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT THAT A MOPED MAY BE OPERATED; TO AMEND SECTION 56-9-20, RELATING TO TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS CONCERNING THE ISSUANCE OF LICENSE PLATES AND REGISTRATION CARDS, SO AS TO DELETE THE TERMS "NONRESIDENT", "NONRESIDENT OPERATING PRIVILEGE", AND "OPERATOR" AND THEIR DEFINITIONS, AND TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF THE TERM "OWNER"; TO AMEND SECTIONS 56-15-10 AND 56-16-10, RELATING TO CERTAIN TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS CONCERNING THE REGULATION OF MOTOR VEHICLE AND MOTORCYCLE MANUFACTURERS, DISTRIBUTORS AND DEALERS, SO AS TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF THE TERMS "MOTOR VEHICLE" AND "MOTORCYCLE"; TO AMEND SECTION 56-19-10, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO CERTAIN TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS CONCERNING THE ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF TITLE, SO AS TO DELETE THE TERMS "DRIVER", "MOTOR VEHICLE", "MOTORCYCLE", "MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLE", "NONRESIDENT", "OPERATOR", "OWNER", "VEHICLE", "MOPED", "AUTOMOTIVE THREE-WHEEL VEHICLE" AND THEIR DEFINITIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 56-19-220, RELATING TO CERTAIN VEHICLES THAT DO NOT NEED A CERTIFICATE OF TITLE, SO AS TO MAKE A TECHNICAL CHANGE, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THIS PROVISION APPLIES TO MOPEDS; AND TO REPEAL SECTIONS 56-1-1710, 56-5-120, 56-5-130, 56-5-140, 56-5-150, 56-5-155, 56-5-165, 56-5-410, AND 56-5-1550 ALL RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF THE TERM "MOPED","VEHICLE", "MOTOR VEHICLE", "MOTORCYCLE", "MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLE", "MOTORCYCLE THREE-WHEEL VEHICLE", "OWNER", AND SPEED LIMITATIONS ON MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLES.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_59]Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works

[bookmark: include_clip_start_61]H. 3346 -- Reps. McCoy, Patrick, Harrell and Pope: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 16-3-20, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PUNISHMENT AND SENTENCING FOR MURDER, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR MANDATORY LIFE IMPRISONMENT WHEN THE STATE SEEKS A LIFE SENTENCE FOR A MURDER COMMITTED WITH CERTAIN OTHER DESIGNATED OFFENSES OR UNDER CERTAIN FURTHER DELINEATED CIRCUMSTANCES.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_61]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_63]H. 3347 -- Reps. McCoy, Murphy, Harrell, Hixon, Pope and Tallon: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 16-3-29, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE OFFENSE OF ATTEMPTED MURDER, SO AS TO REMOVE THE INTENT TO KILL REQUIREMENT FROM THE PURVIEW OF THE OFFENSE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_63]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_65]H. 3348 -- Reps. McCoy, Patrick, Harrell and Pope: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 16-3-600, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO ASSAULT AND BATTERY OFFENSES, SO AS TO REDEFINE THE TERM "MODERATE BODILY INJURY" AND TO INCLUDE INJURY TO ANOTHER PERSON WHEN THE ACT IS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE USE OF A DEADLY WEAPON IN THE PURVIEW OF THE OFFENSES OF ASSAULT AND BATTERY OF A HIGH AND AGGRAVATED NATURE AND ASSAULT AND BATTERY IN THE FIRST DEGREE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_65]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_67]H. 3349 -- Reps. McCoy, Murphy, Patrick, Harrell and Pope: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY REPEALING SECTION 19-11-50 RELATING TO THE PROHIBITION AGAINST THE TESTIMONY OF A DEFENDANT BEING USED AGAINST HIM IN ANOTHER CRIMINAL CASE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_67]Referred to Committee on Judiciary
[bookmark: include_clip_start_69]H. 3350 -- Reps. McCoy, Stavrinakis, K. R. Crawford, Patrick, Harrell, Hixon, Pope and Tallon: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, TO ENACT THE "SOUTH CAROLINA BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT" BY ADDING SECTION 1-11-21 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COUNCIL SHALL PERFORM FISCAL AUDITS AND MANAGEMENT AND PERFORMANCE AUDITS OF THE VARIOUS OFFICES OR DIVISIONS OF THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD ON A ROTATING AND CONTINUING SCHEDULE BEGINNING WITH FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_69]Referred to Committee on Ways and Means

[bookmark: include_clip_start_71]H. 3351 -- Reps. McCoy and Harrell: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, TO ENACT THE "SOUTH CAROLINA TEACHER PROTECTION ACT OF 2013", BY ADDING SECTION 59-25-900 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A TEACHER MAY BRING A CIVIL ACTION AGAINST A STUDENT WHO COMMITS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE AGAINST THE TEACHER IF THE OFFENSE OCCURS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS OR AT A SCHOOL-RELATED EVENT, OR IF THE OFFENSE IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE TEACHER'S PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES, AND TO PROVIDE THAT NO TEACHER HAS CIVIL LIABILITY TO A STUDENT OR TO A PARTY ACTING IN THE INTEREST OF THE STUDENT FOR AN ACT OR OMISSION BY THE TEACHER THAT OCCURS WHILE THE TEACHER IS ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE SCHOOL.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_71]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_73]H. 3352 -- Reps. McCoy, Patrick, Harrell, Hixon, Pope and Tallon: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 16-13-490 SO AS THE CREATE THE OFFENSES OF MAIL FRAUD AND WIRE FRAUD AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR THE OFFENSES.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_73]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

[bookmark: include_clip_start_75]H. 3353 -- Rep. Whitmire: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 56-2-105, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE OPERATION OF GOLF CARTS AND THE ISSUANCE OF GOLF CART PERMIT DECALS AND REGISTRATION BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THIS PROVISION ALSO APPLIES TO ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES, AND TO DEFINE THE TERM "ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE" OR "ATV".
[bookmark: include_clip_end_75]Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works

[bookmark: include_clip_start_77]H. 3354 -- Reps. King, Knight, Hart, Howard, J. E. Smith, Cobb-Hunter, Neal, Douglas and Powers Norrell: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 44-63-84, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PERSONS TO WHOM DEATH CERTIFICATES MAY BE ISSUED, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE COUNTY REGISTRAR SHALL ISSUE, UPON REQUEST, DEATH CERTIFICATES THAT WERE FILED ELECTRONICALLY; AND TO MAKE TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_77]Referred to Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs

[bookmark: include_clip_start_79]S. 156 -- Senators Courson, O'Dell and Verdin: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 54-7-100, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE HUNLEY COMMISSION, INCLUDING ITS MEMBERS AND DUTIES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR TO SERVE EX OFFICIO, OR HIS DESIGNEE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_79]Referred to Committee on Judiciary

ROLL CALL
The roll call of the House of Representatives was taken resulting as follows:
	[bookmark: vote_start82]Alexander
	Allison
	Anderson

	Anthony
	Bales
	Ballentine

	Bannister
	Barfield
	Bedingfield

	Bernstein
	Bingham
	Bowen

	Bowers
	Branham
	Brannon

	G. A. Brown
	Chumley
	Clemmons

	Clyburn
	Cobb-Hunter
	Cole

	H. A. Crawford
	K. R. Crawford
	Crosby

	Daning
	Delleney
	Dillard

	Douglas
	Edge
	Erickson

	Felder
	Finlay
	Forrester

	Funderburk
	Gagnon
	Gambrell

	George
	Goldfinch
	Govan

	Hamilton
	Hardee
	Hardwick

	Harrell
	Hart
	Hayes

	Henderson
	Herbkersman
	Hiott

	Hixon
	Hodges
	Horne

	Hosey
	Howard
	Huggins

	Jefferson
	Kennedy
	King

	Knight
	Limehouse
	Loftis

	Long
	Lowe
	Lucas

	Mack
	McCoy
	McEachern

	M. S. McLeod
	W. J. McLeod
	D. C. Moss

	V. S. Moss
	Munnerlyn
	Murphy

	Nanney
	Neal
	Newton

	Ott
	Owens
	Patrick

	Pitts
	Pope
	Powers Norrell

	Putnam
	Quinn
	Ridgeway

	Riley
	Rivers
	Robinson-Simpson

	Ryhal
	Sandifer
	Sellers

	Simrill
	Skelton
	G. M. Smith

	G. R. Smith
	J. E. Smith
	J. R. Smith

	Sottile
	Southard
	Spires

	Stringer
	Tallon
	Taylor

	Thayer
	Vick
	Weeks

	Wells
	Whipper
	Whitmire

	Williams
	Wood
	



STATEMENT OF ATTENDANCE
I came in after the roll call and was present for the Session on Wednesday, January 16.
	[bookmark: statement_start84]McLain R. "Mac" Toole
	James Merrill

	Harold Mitchell
	Robert L. Brown

	Brian White
	Anne Parks

	Todd Rutherford
	Mark Willis



[bookmark: statement_end84][bookmark: vote_end84]Total Present--118

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. STAVRINAKIS a leave of absence for the day due to family reasons.

DOCTOR OF THE DAY
Announcement was made that Dr. Gary Culbertson of Sumter was the Doctor of the Day for the General Assembly.

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
In accordance with House Rule 5.2 below:
[bookmark: file_start90]"5.2	Every bill before presentation shall have its title endorsed; every report, its title at length; every petition, memorial, or other paper, its prayer or substance; and, in every instance, the name of the member presenting any paper shall be endorsed and the papers shall be presented by the member to the Speaker at the desk.  A member may add his name to a bill or resolution or a co‑sponsor of a bill or resolution may remove his name at any time prior to the bill or resolution receiving passage on second reading.  The member or co‑sponsor shall notify the Clerk of the House in writing of his desire to have his name added or removed from the bill or resolution.  The Clerk of the House shall print the member’s or co‑sponsor’s written notification in the House Journal.  The removal or addition of a name does not apply to a bill or resolution sponsored by a committee.”

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
	Bill Number:
	H. 3116

	Date:
	ADD:

	01/16/13
	SOTTILE, HARDWICK, SPIRES, J. R. SMITH, SIMRILL and HIXON



CO-SPONSOR ADDED
	Bill Number:
	H. 3101

	Date:
	ADD:

	01/16/13
	PUTNAM



CO-SPONSOR ADDED
	Bill Number:
	H. 3247

	Date:
	ADD:

	01/16/13
	GAGNON



CO-SPONSORS ADDED
	Bill Number:
	H. 3248

	Date:
	ADD:

	01/16/13
	JEFFERSON and WILLIAMS



H. 3248--AMENDED AND ORDERED TO THIRD READING
The following Bill was taken up:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_100]
H. 3248 -- Reps. Rutherford, King, Loftis, Gilliard, Jefferson and Williams: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 16-13-510, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO FINANCIAL IDENTITY FRAUD, SO AS TO ADD CONFORMING LANGUAGE CONTAINED IN FINANCIAL TRANSACTION CARD CRIME TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS NOT A DEFENSE WHEN SOME OF THE ACTS OF THE CRIME DID NOT OCCUR IN THIS STATE OR WITHIN A  CITY, COUNTY, OR LOCAL JURISDICTION; AND TO AMEND SECTION 37-20-130, RELATING TO THE INITIATION OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT INVESTIGATION OF IDENTITY THEFT, SO AS TO DELETE THE LANGUAGE ALLOWING REFERRAL OF THE MATTER TO THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY WHERE THE CRIME WAS COMMITTED FOR INVESTIGATION.

Rep. POPE proposed the following Amendment No. 1 to H. 3248 (COUNCIL\MS\3248C001.MS.AHB13), which was adopted:
Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting:
/ SECTION	1.	Section 16‑13‑510 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 190 of 2008, is further amended to read:
	“Section 16‑13‑510.	(A)	It is unlawful for a person to commit the offense of financial identity fraud or identity fraud. 
	(B)	A person is guilty of financial identity fraud when he, without the authorization or permission of another person and with the intent of unlawfully appropriating the financial resources of that person to his own use or the use of a third party knowingly and wilfully: 
		(1)	obtains or records identifying information which would assist in accessing the financial records of the other person; or 
		(2)	accesses or attempts to access the financial resources of the other person through the use of identifying information as defined in subsection (D). 
	(C)	A person is guilty of identity fraud when he uses identifying information, as defined in subsection (D), of another person for the purpose of obtaining employment or avoiding identification by a law enforcement officer, criminal justice agency, or another governmental agency including, but not limited to, law enforcement, detention, and correctional agencies or facilities. 
	(D)	‘Personal identifying information’ means the first name or first initial and last name in combination with and linked to any one or more of the following data elements that relate to a resident of this State, when the data elements are neither encrypted nor redacted includes, but is not limited to:
		(1)	social security number numbers; 
		(2)	driver’s license number numbers or state identification card number numbers issued instead of a driver’s license; 
		(3)	financial account number, or credit card or debit card number in combination with any required security code, access code, or password that would permit access to a resident’s financial account checking account numbers; or 
		(4)	savings account numbers;
		(5)	credit card numbers;
		(6)	debit card numbers;
		(7)	personal identification (PIN) numbers;
		(8)	electronic identification numbers;
		(9)	digital signatures;
		(10)	date of birth;
		(11)	name of another person, whether current name or former name used by another person including a first and last name, middle and last name, or first, middle, and last name, but only when these names are used in combination with, and linked to, any other identifying information provided in this section;
		(12)	address of another person, whether current address or former address, but only when this address is used in combination with, and linked to, any other identifying information provided in this section; or
		(13)	other numbers, passwords, or other information which may be used to access a person’s financial accounts or resources, numbers, or information issued by a governmental or regulatory entity that uniquely will identify an individual or an individual’s financial resources. 
	The term does not include information that is lawfully obtained from publicly available information, or from federal, state, or local government records lawfully made available to the general public. 
	(E)	‘Financial resources’ is defined as including not only existing money and financial wealth, whether contained in a checking account, a savings account, a line of credit or otherwise, but also includes:
		(1)	a pension plan, retirement fund, annuity, or other fund which makes payments monthly or periodically to the recipient; and
		(2)	the establishment of a line of credit or an amount of debt whether by loan, credit card, or otherwise for the purpose of obtaining goods, services, or money.
	(F)	A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined in the discretion of the court or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.  The court may order restitution to the victim pursuant to the provisions of Section 17‑25‑322.
[bookmark: temp]	(G)	Venue for the prosecution of offenses pursuant to this section is in the county in which the victim resided at the time the information was obtained or used.
	(H)	In a prosecution for a violation of this section, the State is not required to establish and it is not a defense that some of the acts constituting the crime did not occur in this State or within one city, county, or local jurisdiction.” 
SECTION	2.	Section 37-20-130 of the 1976 Code, as added by Act 190 of 2008, is amended to read:
	“Section 37-20-130.	A person who learns or reasonably suspects that he is the victim of identity theft may initiate a law enforcement investigation by reporting to a local law enforcement agency that has jurisdiction over his actual legal residence.  The law enforcement agency shall take the report, provide the complainant with a copy of the report, and begin an investigation or refer the matter to the law enforcement agency where the crime was committed for an investigation.”
SECTION	3.	The repeal or amendment by this act of any law, whether temporary or permanent or civil or criminal, does not affect pending actions, rights, duties, or liabilities founded thereon, or alter, discharge, release or extinguish any penalty, forfeiture, or liability incurred under the repealed or amended law, unless the repealed or amended provision shall so expressly provide.  After the effective date of this act, all laws repealed or amended by this act must be taken and treated as remaining in full force and effect for the purpose of sustaining any pending or vested right, civil action, special proceeding, criminal prosecution, or appeal existing as of the effective date of this act, and for the enforcement of rights, duties, penalties, forfeitures, and liabilities as they stood under the repealed or amended laws.
SECTION	4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. /
Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Rep. POPE explained the amendment.
The amendment was then adopted.

The question then recurred to the passage of the Bill.

The yeas and nays were taken resulting as follows: 
[bookmark: vote_start105]Yeas 109; Nays 0

 Those who voted in the affirmative are:
	Alexander
	Allison
	Anderson

	Anthony
	Ballentine
	Bannister

	Barfield
	Bedingfield
	Bingham

	Bowen
	Bowers
	Branham

	Brannon
	G. A. Brown
	R. L. Brown

	Chumley
	Clemmons
	Clyburn

	Cobb-Hunter
	Cole
	H. A. Crawford

	Crosby
	Daning
	Delleney

	Dillard
	Douglas
	Edge

	Erickson
	Felder
	Finlay

	Forrester
	Funderburk
	Gagnon

	Gambrell
	George
	Goldfinch

	Govan
	Hamilton
	Hardee

	Hardwick
	Harrell
	Hart

	Hayes
	Henderson
	Herbkersman

	Hiott
	Hixon
	Hodges

	Horne
	Hosey
	Huggins

	Jefferson
	Kennedy
	King

	Knight
	Limehouse
	Loftis

	Long
	Lowe
	Lucas

	Mack
	McCoy
	McEachern

	W. J. McLeod
	Merrill
	Mitchell

	D. C. Moss
	V. S. Moss
	Munnerlyn

	Murphy
	Nanney
	Neal

	Newton
	Ott
	Owens

	Parks
	Patrick
	Pitts

	Pope
	Powers Norrell
	Quinn

	Ridgeway
	Riley
	Rivers

	Robinson-Simpson
	Ryhal
	Sabb

	Sandifer
	Simrill
	Skelton

	G. M. Smith
	G. R. Smith
	J. E. Smith

	J. R. Smith
	Sottile
	Southard

	Spires
	Stringer
	Tallon

	Taylor
	Thayer
	Vick

	Weeks
	Wells
	Whipper

	White
	Whitmire
	Williams

	Wood
	
	



Total--109

 Those who voted in the negative are:

Total--0

So, the Bill, as amended, was read the second time and ordered to third reading.

S. 156--RECALLED FROM COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
On motion of Rep. DELLENEY, with unanimous consent, the following Bill was ordered recalled from the Committee on Judiciary:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_108]
S. 156 -- Senators Courson, O'Dell and Verdin: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 54-7-100, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE HUNLEY COMMISSION, INCLUDING ITS MEMBERS AND DUTIES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR TO SERVE EX OFFICIO, OR HIS DESIGNEE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_108]
H. 3178--DEBATE ADJOURNED
The following House Resolution was taken up:  
[bookmark: include_clip_start_110]
H. 3178 -- Reps. King and Cobb-Hunter: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO ENACT LEGISLATION GRANTING FULL DEMOCRACY AND STATEHOOD FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA THAT WILL GUARANTEE TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FULL CONGRESSIONAL VOTING REPRESENTATION, BUDGET AUTONOMY, AND ALL OF THE 


RIGHTS THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE FIFTY UNITED STATES ENJOY.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_110]
Rep. KING moved to adjourn debate on the Resolution until Wednesday, January 23, which was agreed to.

H. 3071--ADOPTED AND SENT TO SENATE
The following Concurrent Resolution was taken up:  
[bookmark: include_clip_start_113]
H. 3071 -- Reps. Delleney, Clemmons and Mack: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO FIX NOON ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2013, AS THE TIME TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, SEAT 4, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE ON JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE CIRCUIT COURT, AT LARGE, SEAT 14, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2013, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2019; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE CIRCUIT COURT, AT LARGE, SEAT 15, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2013, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2019; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE CIRCUIT COURT, AT LARGE, SEAT 16, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2013, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2019; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013, AND TO FILL THE SUBSEQUENT FULL TERM WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2019; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013, AND TO FILL THE SUBSEQUENT FULL TERM WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2019; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 4, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE FAMILY COURT, AT LARGE, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2013, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2019; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE FAMILY COURT, AT LARGE, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2013, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2019; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE FAMILY COURT, AT LARGE, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2013, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2019; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE FAMILY COURT, AT LARGE, SEAT 4, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2013, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2019; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE FAMILY COURT, AT LARGE, SEAT 5, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2013, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2019; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE FAMILY COURT, AT LARGE, SEAT 6, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2013, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2019; AND TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT, SEAT 5, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2013.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_113]
The Concurrent Resolution was adopted and sent to the Senate.

Rep. GOLDFINCH moved that the House recede until 6:30 p.m., which was agreed to.
[bookmark: include_clip_start_116]THE HOUSE RESUMES
At 6:30 p.m. the House resumed, the SPEAKER in the Chair.

JOINT ASSEMBLY
At 6:50 p.m. the Senate appeared in the Hall of the House.  The President of the Senate called the Joint Assembly to order and announced that it had convened under the terms of a Concurrent Resolution adopted by both Houses:

H. 3200 -- Rep. Harrell:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION INVITING HER EXCELLENCY, NIKKI HALEY, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, TO ADDRESS THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN JOINT SESSION AT 7:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2013, IN THE CHAMBER OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Governor Nikki Haley and distinguished party were escorted to the rostrum by Senators Peeler, Martin, Reese, Allen, and Shealy and Representatives ALLISON, SOTTILE, KENNEDY, HAYES, and WILLIAMS. The President of the Senate introduced Governor Haley who then addressed the Joint Assembly as follows:

2013 State of the State Address
Governor Nikki Haley
January 16, 2013

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen of the General Assembly, Constitutional Officers, and my fellow South Carolinians:
This and every year, we will continue the tradition that recognizes the certain truth that everything we have in this State and this Nation we owe, first and foremost, to the men and women in uniform who bravely serve on our behalf.
So now, please join me as we pay tribute to those who gave the last full measure of devotion in the service of their State and Country this past year:
Chief David Lee Crenshaw, Pendleton
Sergeant Channing B. Hicks, Greer
Sergeant John D. Meador II, Columbia
1st Lieutenant Ryan D. Rawl, Lexington
Master Cpl. Sandra "Sandy" Rogers, Aiken
Private First Class Adam C. Ross, Lyman
Sergeant First Class Matthew B. Thomas, Travelers Rest
On behalf of all South Carolinians, to their families, know we will never forget.
We love and respect our men and women in uniform here in South Carolina – few things make me as proud as the level of patriotism that just radiates off our State and her people. 
When I make that call to the families who just lost a loved one, I promise them that the people of South Carolina will wrap their arms around them and never let go. 
And the citizens of this State have never let them down. 
A wonderful example of that is the 4,150 volunteer members of the South Carolina Patriot Guard Riders. 
You’ve all seen these selfless men and women – whether you know it or not.  
Their mission is two-fold:  to show their sincere respect for our fallen heroes, their families, and their communities, and to shield the mourning family and their friends from interruptions created by any protestors. 
They do it magnificently. 
Please join me in extending a warm South Carolina thank you to Bruce Ballou, the State Captain of the South Carolina Patriot Guard Riders.  You make our State so proud, and may God continue to bless you and your volunteers for their service.    
We have another very special guest with us tonight, a hardcore rockstar, Brigadier General Lori Reynolds, the commanding General of one of the greatest military institutions that’s ever existed: the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island.  If you don’t believe me, tour it yourself – but take my advice, don’t mess with this General.    
The Marine Corps has been at Parris Island since 1915 and has trained there for every major conflict of the 20th and 21st centuries.  We are so proud of our Marine Corps, so proud that the most impressive Marine training facility in the world is located right here in South Carolina, and so proud that General Lori Reynolds now calls the Palmetto State home. 
I’d now ask you to indulge me in a brief moment of personal privilege.
When we as a family started this Administration, one of the biggest challenges was moving into a house that was, more than anything, a museum.  
A wonderful, beautiful, historic building but a museum nonetheless.  And so as a mom my biggest challenge was to make that house into a home for all of us. 
We were blessed to have a mansion family that welcomed us and understood the games our kids would play by putting wigs on statues, giving each member of the security team a nickname, and playing jokes on the staff constantly. 
We love them all.  But there was one person that blessed our lives in a way that no one else could. 
He did the same for the Hodges and the Sanford families. 
He did the same for many of you.  
Chamberlain Branch became a staple of the Residence, not for the job he did but for who he was. 
He greeted many of you and other South Carolinians in a way that was Godly and unforgettable. 
He made everyone feel special and welcome. 
Most importantly, to this mom, he was the person my children couldn't wait to see when they got home and the one who truly turned that house into home for us. 
Our family was blessed by his unselfish kindness to our children and everyone he came in contact with. 
By now you all know that Chamberlain was tragically killed in December and our hearts remain broken. 
Chamberlain has three young children – Chyann, Little Chamberlain, and Chaniya – who were staples running around that house, and we are blessed to have with us tonight, his amazing wife Cherisse.
Please join me and the Hodges and Sanford families in recognizing Cherisse, and saying to Chamberlain Branch, one of the kindest, best men we ever knew, that while you will forever be missed you will never be forgotten. 
I also have the pleasure of being humbled by two little ones who remind me how cool it is to be their mom every day. 
Whether it’s getting them up and out the door every morning for school – sometimes fighting about what to wear or whether to go to school at all –  or them not having a care in the world about me being on tv, they have a way of making me remember what truly is important in this life.  
They put up with a lot but never lose the smiles on their faces, so please join me in welcoming Rena, who still loves to dance and Nalin, who still has a passion for the game of basketball. 
Of course, our family is clearly missing someone tonight. 
Michael is not with us as he has deployed with the South Carolina Army National Guard ADT 49 to Afghanistan. 
We miss him terribly but he is doing exactly what he signed up to do – serve his country. He is excited to answer the call, and his only request to me was to remind our State and Country that we are just one of thousands of families that share the bond of knowing military service.  
Michael, Rena, Nalin and I thank you for the many prayers and messages of support that have been sent to our family.  It has given us strength and inspiration.  And we look forward to having him and his entire unit back safely with us next year.
Ladies and gentleman, the state of our State is productive – in spite of the challenges that come our way.  
The last half-decade or so has not been an easy one for our nation.  Through the financial crisis and the deep recession that followed, we have watched Washington flounder on both sides of the aisle, bouncing from one so-called solution to another.  
The result of our federal government’s incompetence has been predictably poor: a stagnant recovery, listless job numbers, rising unemployment. 
The opposite has been true in South Carolina over the last two years.  31,574 jobs announced. Over $6 billion in new investment.  Unemployment at a four-year low.  
And two 11-win football teams.  
Coming into office, I made a promise to the people of South Carolina, a promise to eat, sleep, and breathe jobs in our State. 
We have all the tools to be successful. 
A beautiful State, a place where any person would want to live, work and raise a family.  A loyal, dedicated workforce with a burning desire to learn and a work ethic to match.  And one of the lowest union participation rates in the country.  
We needed to let the nation, and the world, know that South Carolina was open for business.  Show them the positives of our great state, and the progress that we have made as a State and as a people.  
And we have.  
In two years, we have announced new jobs in forty-five of South Carolina’s forty-six counties.  
We’ve announced more than 6,300 new jobs to rural areas of our State. 
We’ve cut taxes on small business – and special thanks to Chairman Brian White and Rep. Tommy Stringer for their fight to make that happen. 
We’ve passed tort reform that, for the first time ever, puts a cap on lawsuit damages. 
We’ve fought against the unionization of South Carolina, cherishing the direct relationship between our companies – who know how to take care of those that take care of them – and their employees. 
We’ve, through Lillian Koller and the Department of Social Services, moved more than 14,000 families from welfare to work. 
We’ve created an Agribusiness partnership to showcase the largest industry in our State.  
We’ve been awarded, for the second consecutive year, a Gold Shovel in recognition of our economic development successes. 
We’ve been ranked as the second best state in the nation as a place to do business.  But as Secretary Hitt knows, we aren’t going to stop until we’re first.  
We’ve announced $5 billion in foreign investment. 
And we’ve seen no less an authority than The Wall Street Journal say that, “Anyone still thinking the U.S. has lost its manufacturing chops hasn't been to South Carolina.”
South Carolina is truly becoming the “It” state when it comes to economic development and job creation – not just in the United States, but worldwide. 
With us tonight are a number of people who are proof positive that what we are doing is working, and I’d like to ask you to help me welcome these wonderful friends of South Carolina.  
To those whose names I call, please stand and remain standing.  And please hold your applause until the end.
- Representing 500 jobs in Anderson and Lexington Counties, from Michelin North America, Inc., Richard Kornacki 
- Representing 126 jobs in Georgetown and Williamsburg Counties, from Agru America, Inc., Vicky Thornton
- Representing 124 jobs in Union County, from Belk, Inc., Dave Penrod
- Representing 100 jobs in Colleton County, from SarlaFlex Incorporated, Krishna Jhunjhunwala 
- Representing 1,000 jobs in Lancaster County, from Red Ventures, Mark Brodsky
- Representing 200 jobs in Berkeley County, from Nexans, Cam Dowlat 
- Representing 80 jobs in Florence County, from McCall Farms, Inc., Henry Swink
- Representing 750 jobs in Richland County, from WNS North America, Inc., Reese McCurdy
- Representing 190 jobs in Chesterfield County, from Schaeffler Group USA, Inc., Bruce Warmbold
- Representing 50 jobs in Bamberg County, from Tobul Accumulator, Inc., Jim Tobul 
- Representing Honda of South Carolina Manufacturing, Inc., Brian Newman, in celebration of the fact that they just produced their 2.5 millionth ATV.  
- Representing Fujifilm Manufacturing USA, John Ueno, in celebration of the 25th anniversary of Fujifilm being in Greenwood, South Carolina. 
Please join me in showing our support to these great friends, old and new, and thanking them for making South Carolina their home. 
And as if we didn’t have enough to celebrate last year when Condé Nast named Charleston the best tourist destination in America, this year we’ve topped ourselves, as our beautiful Lowcountry city was named the number one tourist destination in the world.  
Representing the Charleston Area Convention and Visitors Bureau tonight is Helen Hill, who along with the hospitality industry, our own people at PRT, and most importantly the citizens of Charleston deserves a round of applause.
I’m also of the mind that when any South Carolinian succeeds, it’s a great day in South Carolina.  And we should all be exceptionally proud of a great friend to this state and a proud Clemson Tiger, Dr. Louis Lynn.  
In 1985, Dr. Lynn founded ENVIRO AgScience, Inc., and his successes and contributions have not gone unnoticed.  This past year, the United States Department of Commerce gave Dr. Lynn the Ron Brown Award as the nation’s Small Business Person of the Year.  Congratulations, Dr. Lynn.  
That the companies represented here tonight chose South Carolina to be their home is a tribute to the kind of state we have right now. 
But we can absolutely do more.  
And we will do more – because none of us should be satisfied until every person in South Carolina has the opportunity to find work.   
First, we cannot rest on our laurels when it comes to our tax rates.  
You’ve long heard me say that South Carolina needs to reduce our tax burden every single year.  Never has that been more important than now, with our citizens opening their paychecks this month and seeing that, low and behold, Washington’s tax hikes on the rich somehow got them too.  
This year, I propose that we eliminate the six percent tax bracket.  
This reform cuts taxes for the overwhelming majority of people who pay income tax, and not a single South Carolinian will pay more.  
Other states have seen the successes we’ve had in South Carolina and are nipping at our heels.  Look around the nation and see all the governors, the legislators, the states that are proposing slashing or even eliminating their income taxes.  We have to keep up.  
Second, we need to take a serious look at our regulatory environment. 
If government is costing a business time, then government is costing that business money.  
And while the legislature convenes annually to look at new legislation and regulations, I know of no joint legislative and executive effort that comes together to look at removing regulations that stymie the private sector and hold our economy back.  
That changes this year. 
Tonight I am announcing the formation of a Gubernatorial Task Force, largely to be made up of members of the business community, that will review regulations and recommend those that can be eliminated.
Some changes can and will be made at the agency level – which is why one of the appointments I make will be the Chairman of Commerce’s Small Business Regulatory Committee, Dan Dennis, and why I will be directing by Executive Order all of my agencies to begin this review process.    
But some may require legislative action, which is why I am asking you to join me in this effort and inviting Majority Leader Peeler, Minority Leader Setzler, Majority Leader BANNISTER, and Minority Leader RUTHERFORD to each make an appointment to the task force. 
It has always been my belief that the best way to recruit new businesses in our state is to take care of the businesses we already have – and that with the business community as our biggest cheerleaders, there is nothing we can’t accomplish in the great state of South Carolina.  
Third, we have to address our crumbling infrastructure. 
Our roads, our bridges – they simply aren’t up to standard.  More than 1,000 of South Carolina’s bridges are either load-restricted or structurally deficient.  
First and foremost, it’s a public safety issue.  The citizens of South Carolina deserve to drive on roads that aren’t littered with potholes and on bridges they know won’t fall down. 
It’s a core function of government.  But it’s also an economic development issue.  
South Carolina has announced its self as the new superstar of American manufacturing.  
We build things.
We build planes. 
We build cars. 
We build tires. 
We build more ATVs than anywhere else in the world. 
We need roads and bridges that match the quality of the companies that manufacture in our great state.  
And we will get them. 
But I will not – not now, not ever – support raising the gas tax. 
The answer to our infrastructure problems is not to tax our people more, it’s to spend their money smarter.
Why would we raise the gas tax to improve infrastructure when all the gas tax dollars we currently collect don’t go to improving our infrastructure?  
Millions of dollars each year in gas tax revenue are being diverted away from our bridges and our highways.  Let’s change that. 
And then let’s invest more of the money we already have into this vital area.  
Every year you hear me talk about the “money tree” that falls during session, whereby new dollars appear above and beyond what was available when we balance our budget in December or January.  
Let’s prioritize that money differently this year.  
We’ve released an Executive Budget that is balanced, funds the core functions of our government, strengthens underfunded needs like mental health and law enforcement AND identifies an estimated $90 million this year for road and bridge improvements.  
Let’s follow that blueprint.  We can make our state safer – and our business climate even more dynamic.
With us today is Warden Mike McCall, one of the unsung heroes of South Carolina state government. Warden McCall runs Lee Correctional Institution – one of our most dangerous prisons, housing the worst of the worst of our convicts.  
As a legislator, it was always my belief that giving money to corrections was giving money to criminals, and that there were better, more noble places our tax dollars should go.  
Warden McCall will tell you that’s not true.  
Twice in the past year, the Warden has had the prisoners take control of parts of his prison.  He has seen one of his guards viciously beaten and left for dead in a janitor’s closet. 
Yet Lee Correctional has no towers, no wands, and few cameras.   I’ve been there.  I’ve seen it.  
Warden McCall will tell you that if we give money to his facility it’s not going to the prisoners, it’s going to the guards.  And that for them, it’s a matter of life or death. 
Join me in thanking Warden Mike McCall – and then join me this budget year in helping to keep him, and all our prison guards, safe and secure.  
Of course, we can’t talk about security in South Carolina without talking about the Department of Revenue and the protection of the personal data of the people of our state. 
Plenty has been said and written about the international criminal hacking that took place at DOR – I’m not here to rehash that or to look backwards, except to say this: when it comes to data security, the state of South Carolina should have done better in the past and will do better in the future.  
That does not mean that we will be 100 percent protected.  The toughest lesson I have learned is that in today’s world there is no such thing as absolute security.  That is true for conventional terrorism and homeland security threats, and it is true for cyberterrorism and cybersecurity threats.  It’s a hard reality, but reality nonetheless.
What it does mean is that we will do everything we can to make sure that no State in the country has better security measures in place than we do. 
Already we have taken a number of steps in that direction at the Department of Revenue. 
We are encrypting all personal and sensitive data. 
This month we will have completed implementation of two-factor identification for DOR employees. 
We are segmenting our networks to make sure that our most sensitive information is protected separately and securely.  
We have created a Security Council within the department, a team of professionals that will meet regularly to discuss the state of our security in this changing world and constantly update our processes.
And we have changed the organization of the department so that the Chief Information Security Officer reports directly to Bill Blume, the director of the agency. 
By the end of this process the Department of Revenue’s data will be as secure as any data in the private or public sector. 
But it’s not just DOR that requires our attention.  In October I asked Inspector General Pat Maley to review the IT standards and practices across state government.
His report made clear the following: while cybersecurity policies were carried out on a near-daily basis in almost every agency, South Carolina lacks a single entity with the authority necessary to better secure our systems.  
We must fix that, and fix that this year. 
I have also directed every single cabinet agency to work with our state IT department to make sure that twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, fifty-two weeks a year, our systems will be watched.
These measures are not cost-free, but they are necessary, and I want the thank Chairman Hugh Leatherman and Chairman Brian White for their help in enabling the state to respond forcefully to this attack.  
My ask to you tonight is to ensure that it’s not just cabinet agencies, but every agency in state government that is working with our state IT department to provide our citizens the security they deserve. 
To date, more than 1.1 million of South Carolina’s citizens and businesses have signed up for credit protection, either through Experian or through Dun and Bradstreet. 
They are good, honorable companies who will help keep our information protected and at the same time be respectful to the citizens of South Carolina who have turned to them in our time of need.   
So to every South Carolinian watching tonight, let me say this: if you have not signed up yet for protection, if your parents have not signed up for protection, if your friends or your coworkers or your neighbors or your siblings have not signed up for protection, please, please urge them to do so.  
It is so important.   Please visit: www.protectmyid.com/scdor and use the activation code SCDOR123.
There is no question that what happened at the Department of Revenue was a jolt to all of us.  My pledge to the people of our state is that as with all crises, all challenges, we will do everything in our power to come out the other side stronger than before. 
We’ve come now to the portion of the evening that may feel to some like déjà vu.  Restructuring. 
Few of us would deny that our government structure is outdated, broken, and does not well serve the citizens of South Carolina. 
Every year governors as far back as Dick Riley have stood before you and pleaded to bring our government into the modern era.  
And every year it feels like we end up in the same place, preaching the same changes, facing the same obstacles. 
This year I want to keep it simple – two critical changes to the way South Carolina is structured. 
First, our Department of Education. 
Last year, for the first time ever, the House passed a bill that would allow governors to appoint the Superintendent of Education.  
I cannot overstate how important this change is. 
And all we are asking is that we give the voters the opportunity at the ballot box to make this constitutional change. 
General Zais supports it. 
The South Carolina House of Representatives supports it.  
And I believe that if given the opportunity the people of South Carolina will support it at the ballot box.
Let’s give them that opportunity.  They deserve it.  
And now to the Department of Administration. 
Each of the last two years, I have made the argument as to why ridding our state of the unaccountable “Big Green Monster” that is the Budget and Control Board would move South Carolina forward.   
Some of you, like Senators Larry Martin and Shane Massey, have made that argument with me.  
For me to do so again tonight would be redundant.  
I believe most of you know it is the right thing to do.  
Instead, I will make this observation: if one came to South Carolina from another state or country and saw the way the Department of Administration Bill was handled last year, he or she would surely be confused.  
The Senate unanimously voted in favor of it.  A large majority in the House voted for it.  And still, it didn’t pass.  
How is that possible, one might wonder.  How did the Senate not even take a vote on the final day? That’s not the way our system is supposed to work.
One might conclude that some of the votes in favor of restructuring were contrived.  One might even think that some wanted to be on the record in favor of it while at the same time trying desperately to stop it from happening.
Well, to that, I will say this.
I wish a warm welcome to all the newly elected members of the House and Senate, but I want to extend a special welcome to the new senator from Lexington County, Katrina Shealy.  Senator Shealy represents one less excuse for those who don’t want to change the wasteful and inefficient way state government operates.
There are no more excuses left.  Let’s pass the Department of Administration this year.  
Unfortunately, our structure of government isn’t the only place South Carolina lags behind the rest of the country.  
In recent years, there has become a palpable sense among the people of our state that something is fundamentally wrong with the way many elected officials have conducted themselves.  
In some ways that sense is unfounded.  The vast majority of our elected officials are honest and honorable people.  But in other ways, the public’s unease is fully justified.   
For too long, votes weren’t being recorded. 
Hundreds of would-be challengers were thrown off the electoral ballot while incumbents skated by untouched. 
The people, by and large, believe that South Carolina government is set up in a way that serves the public officials of our state rather than the other way around. 
We have made some progress over the last years, starting with the passage of a bill that for the first time ever requires that every single vote on the floor of the General Assembly be on-the-record – and I thank you for making that a reality. 
But we still haven’t done nearly enough. 
The State Integrity Investigation took a look at every state’s risk for corruption and gave South Carolina an “F”. 
We got an “F” for our ethics enforcement agencies. 
We got an “F” for our legislative, executive, and judicial accountability. 
We got an “F” for our public’s access to information. 
We got an “F” for our state budget processes. 
We got an “F” in nine of the fourteen categories they considered.  
Every single one of us knows that is not good enough, that the people of South Carolina deserve better, and that it is our responsibility – our obligation – to give it to them. 
I think we each also know that if the public is going to trust the changes we make to a system that almost exclusively governs us then we should not be deciding alone what those changes look like. Instead our ethical standards should be determined NOT by those inside this Capitol but by those who have no stake in our rules.   
That’s why, in October, I created a panel of individuals of unimpeachable personal and professional credentials to help us navigate this reform process. 
The panel includes former prosecutors. 
It includes former members of our Ethics Commission. 
It includes former legislators. 
It includes members of the press. 
It includes appointees made from each of your bodies.
It includes Democrats and Republicans.  
Most importantly it is made up of people who have nothing to gain from their participation other than the satisfaction of moving South Carolina forward.  
Rarely has such a talented and diverse group of people gotten together and worked so quickly, so meticulously, and so diligently toward the task at hand.  
While every member of the South Carolina Ethics Reform Commission deserves our thanks and praise, the co-chairs of the Commission are here with us this evening, and I ask you to join me in recognizing two wonderful statesmen, two former Attorneys General, Travis Medlock and Henry McMaster.  
They have thrown themselves into this process with an intensity and sense of purpose that gives me great hope for the recommendations they will deliver to us within the next two weeks.  
They have been thorough and thoughtful, taking testimony and gathering research from those within the system as well as those outside it.  
And I have every faith that their recommendations will make South Carolina stronger. 
Our citizens must have confidence in how we do our jobs.  That confidence will come from adopting the recommendations of this bipartisan, professional, and unbiased group of experts.  Our citizens deserve no less, and we should accept no less.  
Now let's talk about health.   
For all the debate we will have over health care in the coming legislative session I believe we all agree that we want and need a healthier South Carolina.  
And no one can deny that this administration – working with legislators like Rep. Murrell Smith and Sen. Thomas Alexander – has made health a priority. 
We started 2011 with a Medicaid budget out of balance and we brought it under control.  
We started with one of the lowest rates of insured children in the country and now South Carolina is recognized for adopting leading edge strategies to reach more kids.  
We started with mental health and addictive disorder programs hobbled by cuts and together we have reinvested in both. 
We started with a Medicaid program that required little accountability for quality or cost and we've demanded better value. 
These are successes we should celebrate.
But let us ask a simple question. Are taxpayers getting the most health for the money they spend on health care? My answer is no – not by a long shot. 
We spend more money for health services per person than any nation on earth. Year after year we devote a larger and larger portion of our paychecks, our payrolls and our state and federal budgets to health care services. 
Maybe we wouldn’t worry about all of this spending if our outcomes were better, but they aren't. 
The United States is falling behind the rest of the world in infant mortality and life expectancy – and here in South Carolina we have one of the lowest life expectancies and highest infant mortality rates in the U.S.  
With such high costs and such poor outcomes, why would we throw more money at the system without first demanding improved efficiency, quality, and accessibility?  
The Affordable Care Act, known as ObamaCare, says expand first and worry about the rest later.  
Connecticut expanded early under ObamaCare and just reported a $190 million Medicaid deficit – in spite of subjecting their citizens to a massive tax increase. 
California just raised taxes in part to cover their Medicaid deficit and yet needs $350 million more to pay for ObamaCare next year. 
That’s not us.   That’s not South Carolina.  
The federal government likes to wave around a nine dollar match like it is some silver bullet, some extraordinary benefit that we cannot pass up.  
But what good do the nine dollars do us when we can’t come up with the one?
And what good are any dollars when they come through a program that doesn’t allow us the flexibility to make the decisions that are in the best interest of the people of South Carolina? 
In the end, I cannot support this expansion for a very simple reason: it avoids addressing our health system’s high costs and poor outcomes.  
As long as I am governor, South Carolina will not implement the public policy disaster that is ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion.  
Instead, we need to improve health care value.   And we will. 
We are taking a lead in payment reform.  This year alone over $40 million of payments are tied to performance – which means better outcomes for Medicaid patients and for South Carolina taxpayers.   
We are asking Medicaid beneficiaries to be more engaged in their health.  If a patient doesn’t follow a doctor’s advice to stop smoking or doesn’t take their medication as prescribed we end up spending more money than necessary, and more importantly, they’ll never get healthy.  
We have to improve patient engagement – and stop rewarding bad behavior. 
And we are working on hotspots of poor health.  
We’ve already reduced harmful early elective deliveries by half, and we are one of the first states in the nation to no longer pay for this poor practice.
We are investing in rural health, because if you have Medicaid and live in Marlboro or Bamberg it is likely you aren’t as healthy as if you have Medicaid and live in Greenville or Lexington.  
This is true for reasons that go far beyond health care, but that doesn’t mean we can’t implement changes that make a difference.  
We’ve long known that rural hospitals face challenges that larger hospitals don’t, and now, for the first time ever, the State of South Carolina is going to treat them that way.  Health and Human Services now pays rural hospitals differently from urban hospitals, and starting next year we plan to fully reimburse rural hospitals for their uncompensated care.    
This isn’t new money – but money shifted from areas where we need it less to where we need it more, and we will continue to get creative as we work to improve health in the parts of South Carolina that for too long have been pushed aside.  
As we go forward together through this debate on health, I ask that we keep the following in mind.
First – health and well-being are ultimately driven most by income, education, personal choices, genetics and support from family and community. 
Second – when South Carolina says we are going to do something, we have to do it well and we have to pay for it. 
We can’t promise expanded Medicaid but cut reimbursements so low that doctors won't see Medicaid patients. We can't promise expanded Medicaid while we continue to underfund mental health.  And we can't promise expanded Medicaid while maintaining waiting lists for long-term care services.  We need to meet our current commitments before promising more.
Third – there is enough money in our public and private health care system today to make the system work.  We can’t spend our way out of this problem – that’s too easy in the short term and too painful in the long term. 
The next three years is an extremely risky time for our state budget and for our health system, and while it may be easier to take the federal money and figure out how to pay for it later, I am not willing to commit us to a short-sighted decision we will not be able to back away from. 
Instead of expanding a broken program we will continue working together to implement real health solutions for South Carolinians – because a health system that delivers the highest value will be able to thrive regardless of what the future throws at us.
Finally, tonight, let us talk about education.
First, it would be wrong to have a discussion about education without first taking time to remember the victims of the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School.  Please join me in a moment of silence. 
Thank you. 
In South Carolina, we have done some useful things on education in the last couple of years.  
We’ve reaffirmed our commitment to charter schools.
We’ve invested in innovation with a focus on both rural and urban areas through programs like Teach For America. 
General Zais has pushed the federal government for more flexibility to manage and evaluate our schools and educators – and he won. 
So we’ve seen some progress.  But our state still has a long, long way to go.
There is no surer path out of poverty and toward a quality life than having a good education.  
But it’s not only that.  Having a well-educated workforce is a real factor in attracting more businesses and jobs to our state.  There’s a real economic element to improving education as well.
I know there are some strong school choice bills that are making their way through the General Assembly, and as I’ve always said I support school choice.  It will be good for the parents and children of our state to be able to make their own family decisions, and it should have happened a long time ago.  
But I have never been one who believes that choice is the only way to improve education.  It is one way, a truly important way, but we have to do other things as well.
Tonight, I want to start a conversation about the way we fund K through twelve schools in South Carolina.  
I say “I want to start a conversation” for two reasons.  
Number one, I am not by nature a patient person but I know from painful experience that the General Assembly is a body that does not often move quickly. So I figure let’s start with a constructive conversation rather than a controversial piece of legislation and let’s see where that takes us.  
Number two, I know that when we start to talk about how we fund our schools, a lot of people can get really nervous really quickly.  So let’s take this calmly, and just start with a conversation.  
As we all know, sometimes conservations lead to more.
My starting point for this conversation is personal.  
Michael and I are the proud parents of two children in Lexington County public schools.
I am grateful every day that my children attend public schools where the teachers are exceptional, the facilities are first-class, and the sense of opportunity and hope for the future pulsate through the classrooms and hallways.
But let’s be honest in this conversation.  What I’m describing is not what schools are like in all parts of our state.  
I grew up in Bamberg, going to school in a brick box.  My education was wonderful because of very special teachers, but when it came to resources, we didn’t know what we didn’t have.  I know what it’s like in Bamberg and in many other rural and poorer areas of our state.  
I am NOT one who believes that more money is the answer to our education problems.  There are other bigger factors, including poverty and broken families.  
But the amount of money that actually touches a teacher and student in the classroom is without a doubt a factor in the differences between those schools – and between the education that those children receive.
Now, here’s the tricky part.  
We must not do anything that undermines the quality of our schools in Lexington or Greenville or in any of the economically vibrant parts of our state.  The parents of those students pay the taxes that fund their education, and I will play no part in diminishing the return they receive.  
But we do have to figure out a better way to bring up the schools in the poorer parts of our state, and history shows that we cannot count on their own depressed local tax bases and restrictive federal dollars to do it.
We need to spend our dollars smarter.  We need to be more accountable.  And we need to better serve all the children in South Carolina.  
So, I want to start a conversation.  
And I want to start it with three distinguished members of this General Assembly.  
The first two are Senator John Courson and Representative Phil Owens, respectively the Chairmen of the Senate and House Education Committees.  
The third person I want to reach out to for that conversation is Senator Nikki Setzler.
Now Senator Setzler and I have had some differences.  That’s ok.  That’s politics. 
But I respect his commitment to public education.  I know he shares my interest in keeping our Lexington County schools as great as they are.  And as the newly elected Senate Democratic leader, I know he and his caucus have at heart the areas of our state that are in most need of attention on education.  
So Senators Courson and Setzler, Representative Owens, I invite you to join me in this conversation.  
I’m convinced that we can change our policies in ways that improve educational quality for all our children.  But I’m also convinced that we can’t do that without touching some sensitive topics, and without bipartisan support and consensus from all parts of our state.  
Let us begin that conversation.
This new year, I have found myself reflecting on the last two.
I came into office wanting to make changes that move us forward in a way the people could feel it in their homes and businesses. 
We've had some great successes together whether they be job announcements, taking our pensions system from the red to the black, reducing taxes, fighting to protect Boeing from the federal government, or creating an Office of Inspector General. 
In the same vein we have had some challenges, watching a two year restructuring effort fall in the Senate on the last hour, learning firsthand what businesses have been fighting for years as criminal hackers targeted our state, or watching with frustration as both parties in Washington are unable to find resolutions that help states but instead place further burdens on them.
I come away from these reflections very optimistic because I know what we in South Carolina are capable of when we work together. 
I know that we have added over 31,000 new jobs in South Carolina because we have acted as a team, from the county level to the economic development alliances to the state. 
The success we’ve had in the jobs arena shows what can happen when there is a willingness to work together. 
The challenges come in when we lose focus on the issue and the finger pointing begins. 
My goal is to continue to strive for a positive environment that produces results. 
I ask that you join me in proving to the people of South Carolina that we are and will be more productive in the new year.  
We won't always agree but we should always be willing to respectfully work toward a resolution for the good of the state. 
The people of our state have enough challenges, and they deserve the satisfaction of knowing that Columbia is working for them.  
We have a choice this year.  We can spend our time playing politics.  We can snipe at each other.  We can use the pulpits we all have access to – the wells of these distinguished bodies, the microphones on top of a podium – to score political points. 
But I believe our state deserves better. 
I believe this is the year we can make the people of South Carolina proud by giving them successes on restructuring, on tax relief, on regulatory reform, on strengthening protections in cybersecurity, on healthcare, on education and by raising the bar on the ethics of public officials. 
It is a great day in South Carolina, but it will only continue if we make it so.  
I for one look forward to the fingers going down and the handshakes of celebration beginning.
Thank you, God bless you, and may He continue to bless the great State of South Carolina.  

Upon the conclusion of her address, Governor Nikki R. Haley and her escort party retired from the Chamber.

JOINT ASSEMBLY RECEDES
The purposes of the Joint Assembly having been accomplished, the President announced that under the terms of the Concurrent Resolution the Joint Assembly would recede from business.
The Senate accordingly retired to its Chamber.  

THE HOUSE RESUMES
At 7:57p.m., the House resumed, the SPEAKER in the Chair.

Rep. GEORGE moved that the House do now adjourn, which was adopted.

RETURNED WITH CONCURRENCE
The Senate returned to the House with concurrence the following:
[bookmark: include_clip_start_119]
H. 3311 -- Rep. Barfield: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR DR. CHARLES JOYNER, COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY BURROUGHS DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR EMERITUS OF SOUTHERN HISTORY AND CULTURE, ON RECEIVING COASTAL CAROLINA'S UNIVERSITY MEDALLION AWARD.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_119][bookmark: include_clip_start_120]
H. 3312 -- Rep. Barfield: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR JOHN VROOMAN, FORMER COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY HEAD BASEBALL COACH, ON RECEIVING COASTAL CAROLINA'S UNIVERSITY MEDALLION AWARD.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_120][bookmark: include_clip_start_121]
H. 3313 -- Rep. Barfield: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR SCOTT BROWN, GENERAL MANAGER OF THE MYRTLE BEACH PELICAN BASEBALL TEAM, AND TO CONGRATULATE HIM FOR HIS SELECTION AS THE 2012 CALVIN FALLWELL EXECUTIVE OF THE YEAR BY THE CAROLINA LEAGUE.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_121][bookmark: include_clip_start_122]
H. 3314 -- Rep. Barfield: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR MASTER GUNNERY SERGEANT JULIUS SPAIN, SR., OF THE UNITED STATES MARINES ON EARNING AN HONORABLE MENTION FOR THE 2012 MILITARY TIMES MARINE OF THE YEAR AWARD.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_116]
H. 3315 -- Rep. Barfield: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND CONGRATULATE SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH OF AYNOR ON THE OCCASION OF ITS HISTORIC TWO HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY, AND TO COMMEND THE CHURCH FOR TWO CENTURIES OF SERVICE TO GOD AND THE COMMUNITY.
[bookmark: include_clip_end_122]
ADJOURNMENT
At 7:58 p.m. the House, in accordance with the motion of Rep. ANDERSON, adjourned in memory of Mrs. Azalee Swinton Anderson of Georgetown, to meet at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow.
***
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