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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE RISKS OF ATRIAL FIBRILLATION FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER FROM IT AND ABOUT THE AVAILABILITY OF TREATMENT AND TO DECLARE MAY 27, 2015, AS “ATRIAL FIBRILLATION DAY” IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention confirms that atrial fibrillation (AFib) is the most common type of arrhythmia, an abnormal heart rhythm; and

Whereas, when the electrical activity of the heart is disorganized, atrial fibrillation and other arrhythmias occur, causing an irregular heartbeat that disrupts the flow of blood through the heart; and

Whereas, advanced age, diabetes, heart disease, heart failure, high blood pressure, and hyperthyroidism are contributing factors for atrial fibrillation; and

Whereas, nonvalvular atrial fibrillation causes approximately ninety‑five percent of AFib and affects an estimated 5.8 million people across the United States; and

Whereas, the fourth leading cause of death in the United States and in South Carolina, strokes result in death for one person in the United States every four minutes; and

Whereas, those with AFib have five times the risk of a stroke than those without it, and fifteen to twenty percent of all people who have strokes also have atrial fibrillation; and

Whereas, modifiable lifestyle behaviors that can reduce the risk of stroke include physical activity, avoiding tobacco use, a healthy diet, moderation in alcohol consumption, and regularly checking cholesterol levels and blood pressure; and

Whereas, stroke is a leading cause of serious, long‑term disability in the United States, and stroke survivors are more likely to become disabled and experience difficulties with daily living and activities; and

Whereas, according to the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC), African Americans are more than forty‑six percent more likely to die from stroke than Caucasians in South Carolina; and

Whereas, studies suggest that Hispanics have a higher rate of hemorrhagic strokes at a younger age than Caucasians, and stroke is the fourth leading cause of death among Hispanics; and

Whereas, the hospitalization cost alone of stroke in South Carolina in 2012 totaled $638 million, and the total cost of stroke in the United States in 2009 was estimated at $38.6 billion; and

Whereas, a serious health issue, AFib deserves the attention of state health officials, increased community awareness of the condition and its complications, and encouragement for people suffering from AFib to seek life‑saving treatment.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives, by this resolution, raise awareness about the risks of atrial fibrillation for those who suffer from it and about the availability of treatment and declare May 27, 2015, as “Atrial Fibrillation Day” in the State of South Carolina.
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