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[bookmark: titletop]TO AMEND SECTION 22‑2‑5, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE ELIGIBILITY OF MAGISTRATES TO SERVE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SENATORIAL DELEGATION REPRESENTING A COUNTY IN MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNOR FOR PERSONS TO BE APPOINTED TO EACH MAGISTERIAL POSITION IN THE COUNTY ALSO MUST COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 22‑2‑10, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE GOVERNOR MAY NOT CONSIDER ANY SUCH RECOMMENDATIONS WHERE THESE PROVISIONS HAVE NOT BEEN COMPLIED WITH IN REGARD TO THE MAGISTERIAL POSITION CONCERNED; AND TO AMEND SECTION 22‑2‑10 RELATING TO SCREENING COMMITTEES TO ASSIST SENATORIAL DELEGATIONS IN SELECTING MAGISTRATES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A SENATORIAL DELEGATION IN DETERMINING THE PERSONS TO BE RECOMMENDED TO THE GOVERNOR FOR APPOINTMENT AS MAGISTRATES FIRST MUST CONSULT WITH AND RECEIVE INPUT FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTING THAT COUNTY AT A MEETING CALLED FOR THIS PURPOSE.
[bookmark: titleend]
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	Section 22‑2‑5 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding a new subsection (D) to read:

	“(D)	The senatorial delegation representing a county in making recommendations to the Governor for persons to be appointed to each magisterial position in the county determined in the manner provided by Section 22‑1‑10 before making a recommendation for any such magisterial position also first must comply with the provisions of Section 22‑2‑10, and the Governor may not consider any such recommendation unless the provisions of Section 22‑2‑10 have been complied with in regard to the magisterial position concerned.”

SECTION	2.	Section 22‑2‑10 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

	“Section 22‑2‑10.	A senatorial delegation in determining the persons to be recommended to the Governor for appointment as magistrates first must consult with and receive input from the members of the House of Representatives representing that county at a meeting called for this purpose, and additionally may appoint a screening committee to assist them in their selection of nominees.  The consultation and input required by this section from the members of the House of Representatives representing that county includes a discussion of the names and qualifications of potential nominees for each full‑time or part‑time magisterial position in the county, incumbents or otherwise, and the strengths and weaknesses of each candidate.”

SECTION	3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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