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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 14‑7‑1340, RELATING TO DUTIES AND SERVICE OF ALTERNATE JURORS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS WITHIN THE DISCRETION OF THE TRIAL JUDGE TO RETAIN ALTERNATE JURORS AFTER THE JURY RETIRES TO DELIBERATE.

[bookmark: ew_37396491a]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_223c9f4b9][bookmark: dl_15a77e4c8]SECTION 1.	Section 14‑7‑1340 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T14C7N1340_675bcafd6]	Section 14‑7‑1340.	Such alternate jurors shall sit near the jury panel charged with the case, shall have the same opportunities for seeing and hearing the proceedings in the case, and shall take the same oath as the jurors already sworn and shall attend at all times the trial of the cause in company with the other jurors.  They shall obey the orders of, and be bound by, the admonition of the court upon each adjournment of the court and, if the regular jurors are ordered to be kept in custody by the court during the trial of the cause, such alternate jurors shall also be kept in confinement with the other jurors and, except as hereinafter provided, shall be discharged in the discretion of the trial judge at any time after upon the final submission of the case to the jury.  If the court retains an alternate juror after the jury retires to deliberate, the court must instruct the retained alternate not to discuss the case with anyone until that alternate replaces a juror or is discharged.  If, before the final submission of the case to the jury, a juror thereon dies or becomes so ill or disabled as to be unable in the judgment of the court to perform his duties thereon, the court shall order him to be discharged and draw the name of one of the alternates, if there be more than one, by ballot to serve in the place of such dead or discharged juror throughout the remainder of the proceedings, being subject to the same rules and regulations as applied to the remainder of jurors, just as though he had been one of the original jurors.  If there be but one alternate, he shall be placed upon the jury panel for all further proceedings in such cause.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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