Executive Summary

Statement of Proviso

Proviso 37.23, adopted for fiscal year 2000-2001, requires the Department of Corrections to study current pre-release programs offered by the Department and to develop and implement a plan to improve pre-release programs. The proviso also states that the Department shall consider public and private sector programs when developing the plan. A progress report, due to be submitted to the Senate Finance committee and House Ways and Means Committee by December 31, 2000, is enclosed.

In response to the proviso, the Director of the South Carolina Department of Corrections appointed a Pre-Release Programs Advisory Task Force made of up individuals from the Department, other government agencies and the private sector. This group met to review data received from the Department’s Division of Resource Information Management regarding current pre-release programming in SCDC and the needs of offenders returning to the community. The task force studied current SCDC initiatives in partnerships with other agencies/community organizations, barriers to community re-entry and gaps in available services. Task Force members also shared information about other resources in government agencies and the community, and made recommendations for further action.

Barriers to community re-entry were found in the following areas:

Housing

Jobs

Transportation

Money

Family Issues

Clothing

Education

Health Care

Food

Storage

Community Referrals

Sex Offender Treatment

Meeting the Requirements of Community Supervision

Other – includes difficulty obtaining driver’s licenses/picture identification; offenders’ thinking and 

           attitudes as they impact post-release success, and offenders’ struggles to unlearn passive behavior

           patterns that work well in prison but are a liability at home or on the job.

Pre-release planning while incarcerated and post- release assistance in the community are essential to preventing re-offending. Not only is it important to help ex-offenders become law-abiding, productive citizens, the prevention of re-offending is at the heart of ensuring public safety.  The Pre-Release Programs Advisory Task Force recommends that SCDC and other government agencies be involved as a part of a statewide network to assist ex-offenders with the re-entry transition. A summary of the Task Force recommendations follows:    

South Carolina Department of Corrections

· Fully implement the Program Services Plan.

· Develop statewide standards for pre-release programs.

· Have pre-release programs in all institutions and make participation mandatory.

· Establish a comprehensive community referral system with regularly updated community resources

        database.

· Establish regional pre-release centers.

South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services

· Develop additional alternatives to re-incarceration.

· Establish a system to coordinate the transfer/transition of treatment services.

· Expand the range of services designed to aid transition.

Other State and Federal Agencies

· Evaluate policies, procedures and practices that may present barriers to offenders accessing services.

· Collaborate with other agencies to provide programs across agencies.

· Provide transitional programs within prisons for offenders nearing release.

· Collaborate with SCDC and other agencies/organizations on grant proposals and other resources.

· Establish a standardized referral system to be utilized across agencies.

· Establish partnerships with private sector businesses, organizations and other agencies.

Legislature

· Appoint an on-going statewide re-entry advisory task force.

· Explore the allocation of funds across state agencies for services for ex-offenders.

· Explore legislative issues/policies that may present barriers to successful re-entry programs.

· Develop statewide supervision and case management for all offenders.

· Develop registration requirements for organizations assisting offenders with re-entry.

· Establish a statewide aftercare network with a coordinator.

· Support a measure to coordinate government and private efforts.

· Explore legislation to establish community corrections solutions.

Legislative Task Force

· Determine the fiscal impact of recommendations and provide a final report to the legislature by

December 31,2001.

· Sponsor a statewide conference to focus on South Carolina’s approach to offender re-entry.
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