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The South Carolina Alliance to Fix Our Roads is a non-partisan, non-profit, statewide organization made up of business leaders, 
associations and chambers of commerce who believe that an efficient, effective and safe highway system is essential to South 
Carolina's continued economic growth and social progress.  The Alliance was originally organized in 1981 as South Carolinians 
for Better Transportation and reorganized in 1991 as the South Carolina Transportation Policy and Research Council.  In 2007, 
the name was changed to the current South Carolina Alliance to Fix Our Roads.  
 
The Alliance has implemented several educational campaigns, including “Drive for Tomorrow”, which resulted in the last 
increase in the motor fuel user fee in 1987.  In 2005, the group’s “Danger Ahead” campaign helped to restore $78M in diverted 
highway funds back to SCDOT and the State Infrastructure Bank. 
 
Currently, the Alliance has undertaken an ongoing Social Media campaign utilizing Facebook, Twitter, and a campaign website 
at www.fixscroads.com, designed to bring the public into the transportation infrastructure discussion in ways that were never 
possible before.  With the Spring 2014 “SC Roads are ____” campaign, the Alliance saw tremendous response across the state in 
comments, pictures, surveys, and even a letter campaign to the Governor.  2015 will see a re-launch of this campaign with an 
even more in-depth interactive set of features for South Carolinians to become involved in making our transportation 
infrastructure more safe, efficient, and effective.  
 
Current Highway Funding in South Carolina 
 
Highway funding in South Carolina comes primarily from the 16.75 cents per gallon motor fuel user fee, which was last 
increased in 1987 and has never been adjusted for inflation. Across the Southeast, 51% of state source highway funding is 
derived from sources other than fuel user fees.  In South Carolina, close to 90% of the state highway fund comes from motor 
fuel user fee revenues. 
 
While the State’s user fee is the lowest in the Southeast and the third lowest in the nation, the South Carolina state highway 
system is the fourth largest in the nation at 41,429 miles.  This is 63%, or two-thirds, of the public miles in the State and over 
three times higher than the national average of 19%.   
 
North Carolina and Georgia are our primary competitors for both economic development and tourism.  Each of these states 
funds their highways at a much higher level than we do here in South Carolina.  North Carolina’s motor fuel user fee is 38.9 
cents per gallon, while in Georgia the combination of the state’s motor fuel user fees and state’s use tax is the equivalent of 
28.6 cents per gallon.  If we continue to ignore our transportation infrastructure, we will lose out to our sister states.  
Congestion and crumbling highways do not attract visitors or businesses.   

 
Additional Transportation Infrastructure Needs in South Carolina 
 

 $1.5B per year, for 20 years, is needed to bring our roads up to a level of service of “good” 
 $500M per year is needed to bring our system up to a level of service of “fair” 
 An additional $340M is needed annually to increase interstate capacity up to a “good” condition 
 An additional $35M is needed annually to maintain interstate pavement in a “good” condition 
 An additional $440M is needed annually to increase primary road capacity up to a “good” condition 
 An additional $90M is needed annually to maintain primary road pavement in a “good” condition 
 An additional $540M is needed annually to maintain secondary road pavement in a “good” condition 
 There are 849 structurally deficient bridges and 775 functionally obsolete bridges in SC 
 An additional $31M is needed annually for bridge replacement 
 Without additional funding, SCDOT can only manage the continued decline of the system 
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Members 
 
AAA Carolinas 
AARP South Carolina 
American Council of Engineering Companies of SC 
APAC-Tennessee, Inc. Ballenger Paving Division 
Ashmore Brothers, Inc. 
Banks Construction Co.  
BB&T Insurance Services 
Blanchard Machinery Company 
C. R. Jackson, Inc. 
Carolina International Trucks, Inc. 
Carolinas AGC 
Carolinas Concrete Pavement Association 
Carolinas Concrete Pipe & Products Association 
Carolina Ready Mixed Concrete Association 
Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce 
Cherokee County Chamber of Commerce 
Concrete Pipe and Precast, LLC 
Davis & Floyd, Inc. 
E. S. Wagner Co., LLC 
Enterprise Holdings 
G & P Trucking Company, Inc. 
Granite Contracting, LLC 
Hanson Aggregates 
HDR Engineering of the Carolinas 
ICA Engineering 
Infrastructure Consulting and Engineering, PLLC 
L. A. Barrier & Son, Inc. 
Lane Construction Corp. 
Maritime Association of South Carolina 
Mr. Mark Fellers, Greenville, SC 
Martin Marietta Materials 
Midstate Chamber Coalition 
Milliken & Company 
 

Mining Association of South Carolina 
Municipal Association of South Carolina 
Myrtle Beach Area Chamber 
Norris Supply Company, Inc. 
Palmetto Agribusiness Council 
Palmetto Corp. of Conway 
Parsons Brinckerhoff, Inc. 
Pope Zeigler, LLC 
Robert D. Robbins, Attorney at Law, LLC 
Rural Resource Coalition SC 
Sanders Brothers Construction Company 
Sanitary Plumbing Contractors 
SEACO, Inc. Asphalt Emulsion 
Sloan Construction Company 
South Carolina Asphalt Pavement Association 
South Carolina Association of Tourism Regions 
South Carolina Farm Bureau Federation 
South Carolina Forestry Association 
South Carolina Petroleum Council 
South Carolina Restaurant and Lodging Association 
South Carolina Trucking Association 
Southeastern Concrete Products Co. 
Southeastern Freight Lines 
Sprague & Sprague Consulting Engineers 
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. 
Strange Bros. Grading Co., Inc. 
STV Incorporated 
Thompson Trucking Company 
Twilley, Fondren & Associates, LLC 
Upstate Chamber Coalition 
URS Corporation 
Vulcan Materials Company 
Willis of SC 
 

 
Goals of the SC Alliance to Fix Our Roads 
 
In order to maintain a safe and efficient transportation infrastructure, the South Carolina Alliance to Fix Our Roads continues to 
advocate for adequate highway funding.  The Alliance believes that it is important that the General Assembly funds these critical 
needs. 
 
The South Carolina Alliance to Fix Our Roads has joined forces with other organizations who hope to increase money for roads in 
South Carolina. Our partners include the SC Chamber of Commerce, the SC Manufacturers Alliance, the SC Trucking Association, 
Carolinas AGC, SC Farm Bureau, Palmetto Agribusiness Council and the SC Forestry Association.   
The time is now. Together, we can work to bring about a positive change and increase funding for South Carolina’s highways.  
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Deadliest and safest places to drive in the United States
Posted By Brian Ethridge On September 5, 2014 @ 8:37 am In Featured Articles,News & Analysis,Safety | No Comments

Road safety is always a concern, regardless of where you live. The good news is road fatalities across the United States
are down 23 percent since 2005. The bad news: road fatalities still happen far too often.

Michael Sivak, research professor at the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute, examined individual
fatality rates per distance driven and per population. Although his research proves traffic deaths vary greatly by region,
it does offer insight on the deadliest and safest places to drive in the country.

Fatality rates per distance driven across the United States.

10 Deadliest Places To Drive



Based on fatality rates per 1 billion miles driven.

1: West Virginia (17.63)
2: South Carolina (17.60)
3: Montana (17.25)
4: North Dakota (16.86)
5: Arkansas (16.47)
6: Kentucky (15.76)
7: Louisiana (15.40)
8: Mississippi (15.05)
9: Oklahoma (14.79)
10: South Dakota (14.59)

10 Safest Places To Drive
Based on fatality rates per 1 billion miles driven.

1: District of Columbia (4.20)
2: Massachusetts (6.24)
3: Minnesota (6.93)
4: Connecticut (7.55)
5: Washington (7.82)
6: New Jersey (7.94)
7: Utah (8.18)
8: Rhode Island(8.20)
9: New Hampshire (8.38)
10: California (8.76)

“In 2012, the lowest fatality rates per 1 billion miles were in the District of Columbia (4.20), Massachusetts (6.24), and
Minnesota (6.93),” Sivak says. “The highest rates were in West Virginia (17.63), South Carolina (17.60), and Montana
(17.25).”

For more insight on the deadliest and safest places to drive across the nation, Sivak also studied fatality rates based on
population, per 100,000 people.

“The primary measures of road safety used in the report were the fatality rate per distance driven and the fatality rate
per population,” he said. “Because distance driven and population are not perfectly correlated across the states, the
ranking of the individual states does vary somewhat based on which of the two measures is being used.”

Fatality rates per population across the United States.



10 Deadliest Places To Drive
Based on fatality rates per 100,000 people.

1: North Dakota (24.30)
2: Wyoming (21.34)
3: Montana (20.40)
4: Mississippi (19.50)
5: Arkansas (18.72)
6: Oklahoma (18.56)
7: West Virginia (18.27)
8: South Carolina (18.27)
9: Alabama (17.94)
10: New Mexico (17.50)

10 Safest Places To Drive
Based on fatality rates per population.

1: District of Columbia (2.37)
2: Massachusetts (5.25)
3: New York (5.97)
4: Rhode Island (6.09)
5: Washington (6.44)
6: Connecticut (6.57)
7: New Jersey (6.64)
8: Minnesota (7.34)
9: Illinois (7.43)
10: California (7.51)

Conclusion
Although the deadliest and safest locations in the country vary slightly based on population and distance driven, it’s
clear that the District of Columbia and Massachusetts are safer than everywhere else. On the other hand, it’s clear that
West Virginia and South Carolina are two of the most dangerous places to drive.

“Road safety, whether measured by the fatality rate per distance driven or per population, is currently best in the
District of Columbia and Massachusetts,” Sivak says. “On the other extreme, road safety is currently worst in West
Virginia and South Carolina (in terms of the fatality rate per distance driven), and in North Dakota and Wyoming (in
terms of the fatality rate per population).”

Even the safest places to drive are always looking for ways to improve transportation. A long-term solution to the
Highway Trust Fund would certainly help.

Article printed from Better Roads: http://www.betterroads.com
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Session 107 - (1987-1988)

H*2869 (Rat #0283, Act #0197)  General Bill, By Sheheen, C.M. Dangerfield, D.O. Hawkins, R.N. McLellan, H.E. Pearce,
L. Phillips, J.I. Rogers, J.H. Toal and Wilkins
     A Bill to amend Chapter 27 of Title 12, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating to gasoline taxes, by adding Article
13 so as to impose additional taxes on the sale of gasoline, provide for an additional credit for certain fuel purchases in the
State, provide for the distribution and use of revenue derived from the additional tax, provide that of the proceeds derived from
the additional taxes ten million dollars must be segregated in a separate account for economic development and provide for
expenditures from this account, require the Department of Highways and Public Transportation to submit a priority list of
projects to the Select Oversight Committee, created under the provisions of this Act, to be funded under the Strategic Highway
Plan for Improving Mobility and Safety Program, require the Department to review the priority list in order to ascertain the
possibility of constructing toll roads and establish criteria for their construction, establish a committee to monitor the
expenditure of funds for the Strategic Highway Plan for Improving Mobility and Safety Program and provide for its composition,
to require the Department to cooperate in providing information and assistance to implement the provisions of Article 13 of
Chapter 27 of Title 12; to provide for goals or set-asides to insure that socially and economically disadvantaged individuals and
those controlled by disadvantaged females receive ten percent of total state source highway funds expended in a fiscal year
on construction contracts when the project exceeds five hundred thousand dollars and to establish guidelines and preferences
in awarding these contracts, to provide that the Department may waive bonding requirements under certain conditions; to
authorize the Department to sell up to one hundred twenty-five million dollars in bonds to be retired over a twenty-year period
from revenue generated by the additional tax authorized in this Act; to amend Section 56-3-620, as amended, relating to the
annual registration fee for private passenger-carrying and property-carrying vehicles so as to delete the special ten dollar
registration fee for persons sixty-five years or older or handicapped and on certain property-carrying vehicles and reduce the
fee for private passenger-carrying vehicles from seventeen dollars to twelve dollars; to authorize the Select Oversight
Committee to direct one quarter of one cent from the additional tax levied in this Act to fund public transportation activities in
this State and to provide that this authorization is effective only until June 30, 1988; and to repeal Item (5) of Section 1 of Act
82 of 1977 relating to legislative findings which indicate that the Department shall finance public transportation responsibilities
from sources other than gasoline tax revenues and motor vehicle license fees.-amended title
04/09/87 House Introduced and read first time HJ-1743
04/09/87 House Referred to Committee on Ways and Means HJ-1744
04/23/87 House Committee report: Favorable with amendment Ways and Means HJ-2163
04/29/87 House Objection by Rep. T Rogers, Kirsh, Limehouse, G. Bailey, Davenport & Day HJ-2234
04/29/87 House Objection withdrawn by Rep. Davenport HJ-2241
04/29/87 House Objection by Rep. Baker HJ-2242
04/29/87 House Special order, set for 4/29/87 after consideration of Senate ams(Under H 3075) HJ-2264
04/29/87 House Amended HJ-2270
04/29/87 House Read second time HJ-2348
04/30/87 House Special order, set for 3rd reading, following Senate amendments (Under H 3087) HJ-2368
04/30/87 House Read third time and sent to Senate HJ-2382
05/05/87 Senate Introduced and read first time SJ-1664
05/05/87 Senate Referred to Committee on Finance SJ-1665
05/14/87 Senate Committee report: Favorable with amendment Finance SJ-1849
05/27/87 Senate Special order SJ-2401
05/28/87 Senate Debate interrupted SJ-2454
05/29/87 Senate Debate interrupted SJ-2481
06/02/87 Senate Amended SJ-2549
06/02/87 Senate Debate interrupted SJ-2564
06/03/87 Senate Amended SJ-2733
06/03/87 Senate Read second time SJ-2740
06/03/87 Senate Special order SJ-2743
06/04/87 Senate Amended SJ-2791
06/04/87 Senate Read third time SJ-2796
06/04/87 Senate Returned SJ-2796
06/04/87 House Concurred in Senate amendment and enrolled HJ-3770
06/25/87 Ratified R 283
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06/26/87 Signed By Governor
07/13/87 Effective date 07/01/87  Act No. 197
07/13/87 Copies available
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