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Meeting Notice 

 
To: Committee Members 

   
From:      Senator Danny Verdin, Chairman 
 
Date:        March 25, 2025 
 
Subject:   Committee Meeting  
 

The Medical Affairs Committee will meet Thursday, April 3 at 9:00 AM in Room 308 and 
reconvene 15 minutes after Senate adjournment if there are any unresolved agenda items.  

 
                                                            Agenda 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ _______ 
 
1. STATEWIDE APPOINTMENT 

SC Dept. of Public Health 
Term Expires at End of Governor’s Term 
Seat:  Agency Director 
Dr. Edward D. Simmer 
 

2. S. 221 – Senator Ott:    A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ENACTING 
THE "SOUTH CAROLINA KRATOM CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT" BY ADDING ARTICLE 20 TO 
CHAPTER 53, TITLE 44 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION OF THE SALE OF KRATOM 
PRODUCTS BY RETAILERS AND PROCESSORS AND TO CREATE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE ARTICLE. 

 
 

(continued on next page) 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess126_2025-2026/prever/221_20250115.htm


 

 

3. S. 54 – Senators Martin and Rice:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS SO AS 
TO ENACT THE "MEDICAL INFORMED CONSENT ACT"; BY ADDING SECTION 16-17-780 SO AS 
TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON, CORPORATION, HIGHER LEARNING 
INSTITUTION, OR THE STATE TO IMPLEMENT A VACCINE MANDATE AND TO PROVIDE 
PENALTIES; BY ADDING SECTION 41-1-55 SO AS TO PROHIBIT EMPLOYERS FROM TAKING 
ADVERSE ACTION AGAINST INDIVIDUALS WHO DECLINE TO RECEIVE A VACCINE AND TO 
PROVIDE PENALTIES; BY AMENDING SECTION 40-43-86, RELATING TO FACILITY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PHARMACIES AND PRESCRIPTION DRUG ORDERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE 
CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH A PHARMACIST MAY REFUSE TO FILL A PRESCRIPTION;  
BY AMENDING SECTION 44-1-100, RELATING TO ASSISTANCE FROM PEACE AND HEALTH 
OFFICERS, SO AS TO REMOVE THE PROVISION THAT THE PUBLIC SAFETY AUTHORITY MAY 
REQUEST ASSISTANCE FROM THE STATE NATIONAL GUARD IN ENFORCING QUARANTINE 
MEASURES; BY AMENDING SECTION 44-4-130, RELATING TO PUBLIC HEALTH DEFINITIONS, SO 
AS TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS OF "GENE THERAPY" AND "VACCINE" AND TO MAKE 
CONFORMING CHANGES; BY AMENDING SECTION 44-4-510, RELATING TO PHYSICAL 
EXAMINATIONS AND ISOLATION OR QUARANTINE OF PERSONS REFUSING EXAMINATION, SO 
AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAY ISOLATE A SYMPTOMATIC PERSON OR PERSON 
WHO HAS BEEN EXPOSED TO THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASE FOR WHICH A PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY HAS BEEN DECLARED; BY AMENDING SECTION 44-4-520, RELATING TO 
VACCINATIONS AND TREATMENT, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT MUST 
MONITOR THE SAFETY AND EFFICACY OF VACCINES, TESTS, AND TREATMENTS; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 44-4-530, RELATING TO ISOLATION AND QUARANTINE OF INDIVIDUALS 
OR GROUPS, AS WELL AS PENALTIES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE, SO AS TO PROVIDE A TIME LIMIT 
OF TWENTY-ONE DAYS FOR A QUARANTINED ASYMPTOMATIC PERSON; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 44-4-540, RELATING TO ISOLATION AND QUARANTINE PROCEDURES, SO AS TO 
CHANGE PROCEDURES; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 44-4-570, RELATING TO EMERGENCY 
POWERS REGARDING LICENSING OF HEALTH PERSONNEL, SO AS TO REMOVE THE 
REQUIREMENT THAT STATE HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS ASSIST IN THE PERFORMANCE OF 
VACCINATIONS AS A CONDITION OF LICENSURE. 

 
4. S. 146 – Senator Nutt:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING 

SECTION 44-81-40, RELATING TO RIGHTS OF RESIDENTS OF LONG-TERM CARE FACILITIES, SO 
AS TO PROVIDE THAT RESIDENTS MAY DESIGNATE ONE PERSON WHO IS PERMITTED TO 
VISIT THE RESIDENT IN THE EVENT THAT ACCESS TO THE FACILITY IS LIMITED OR 
PROHIBITED DUE TO A DECLARED STATE OF EMERGENCY ARISING FROM A DISASTER OR 
PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Any unresolved items from this meeting or the committee’s reconvening on the same day will be placed on the 
agenda of a subsequent committee meeting. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess126_2025-2026/prever/54_20241211.htm
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess126_2025-2026/prever/146_20241212.htm

