
February  09, 2026, 10:16:07 am

Session 124 - (2021-2022)

H 3262 General Bill, By Fry, Huggins, Davis, B. Newton, G.R. Smith, Morgan, Burns, Erickson, Bennett, Thayer, Taylor,
Bryant, Elliott, Willis, Felder, McGarry, V.S. Moss, Haddon, Long, Pope, Forrest, Caskey, Hixon, Hewitt, Bailey, M.M.
Smith, J.E. Johnson, Bradley, Brittain and Crawford
Summary: Candidate qualifications
     A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 7-11-15, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO
QUALIFICATIONS TO RUN AS A CANDIDATE IN GENERAL ELECTIONS, SO AS TO REQUIRE ALL CANDIDATES FROM
EACH POLITICAL PARTY IN THIS STATE TO PAY A FILING FEE, INCLUDING CANDIDATES FROM PARTIES THAT ARE
NOT REQUIRED TO CONDUCT A PRIMARY ELECTION, AND TO AUTHORIZE POLITICAL PARTIES TO CHARGE A
CERTIFICATION FEE TO ALL CANDIDATES SEEKING NOMINATION BY POLITICAL PARTY PRIMARY OR POLITICAL
PARTY CONVENTION; AND TO AMEND SECTION 7-11-210, RELATING TO THE NOTICE OF CANDIDACY AND PLEDGE,
SO AS TO REQUIRE CANDIDATES TO AFFIRM THEIR PARTICIPATION IN AT LEAST THREE OF THE LAST FOUR
STATEWIDE PARTY PRIMARIES, OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, IF PRECLUDED FROM PARTICIPATION DUE TO AGE,
PERSONAL HEALTH, RESIDENCY, OR ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE, CANDIDATES MAY PLEDGE THAT THEY ARE
BONA FIDE MEMBERS OF THE POLITICAL PARTY WHOSE NOMINATION THEY ARE SEEKING, AND TO PROVIDE
THAT THE STATE PARTY CHAIRMAN, IF PERMITTED BY PARTY RULE, MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL VERIFICATION
WHEN A CANDIDATE'S AFFIRMATION OF BONA FIDE PARTY MEMBERSHIP IS DISPUTED, AND THAT THE STATE
CHAIRMAN IS THE FINAL AUTHORITY TO RESOLVE QUESTIONS REGARDING BONA FIDE PARTY MEMBERSHIP.
12/09/20 House Prefiled
12/09/20 House Referred to Committee on Judiciary
01/12/21 House Introduced and read first time (House Journal-page 137)
01/12/21 House Referred to Committee on Judiciary (House Journal-page 137)
02/13/21 House Member(s) request name added as sponsor: Caskey
02/16/21 House Member(s) request name added as sponsor: Hixon, Hewitt, Bailey
02/18/21 House Committee report: Favorable with amendment Judiciary (House Journal-page 53)
02/19/21 Scrivener's error corrected
02/23/21 House Member(s) request name added as sponsor: M.M.Smith, J.E.Johnson, Bradley, Brittain
02/24/21 House Member(s) request name added as sponsor: Crawford
02/24/21 House Amended (House Journal-page 29)
02/24/21 House Read second time (House Journal-page 29)
02/24/21 House Roll call Yeas-97  Nays-12 (House Journal-page 31)
02/25/21 House Read third time and sent to Senate (House Journal-page 13)
02/25/21 Senate Introduced and read first time (Senate Journal-page 7)
02/25/21 Senate Referred to Committee on Judiciary (Senate Journal-page 7)
03/11/21 Senate Referred to Subcommittee: Campsen (ch), Hutto, Young, McLeod, Garrett
03/24/21 Senate Committee report: Favorable with amendment Judiciary (Senate Journal-page 11)
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