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Session 116 - (2005-2006)

H 4154 General Bill, By Cato, Bingham, Young, Haley, Sandifer, Huggins, Toole, Barfield, Vaughn, Davenport, Simrill,
McCraw, Leach, Duncan, Clark, Ballentine, Battle, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Cooper, Dantzler, Edge, Frye, Hardwick, Hiott,
Kirsh, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Norman, Perry, Rice, Scarborough, D.C. Smith, G.R. Smith, J.R. Smith, Taylor,
Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Walker, White and Witherspoon
Similar (S 0926)
Summary: Noneconomic Damages for Civil Action Act of 2005; Punitive Damages for Civil Actions Act of 2005

A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY DESIGNATING THE EXISTING SECTIONS
OF CHAPTER 38, TITLE 15 AS ARTICLE 1; BY ADDING ARTICLE 3, CHAPTER 38, TITLE 15 SO AS TO ENACT THE
"SOUTH CAROLINA NONECONOMIC DAMAGES FOR CIVIL ACTIONS ACT OF 2005", TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS OF
THE TERMS "ACTUAL ECONOMIC DAMAGES" AND "NONECONOMIC DAMAGES", AND TO PROVIDE THAT A
PREVAILING PARTY IN A CIVIL ACTION MAY RECOVER ACTUAL ECONOMIC DAMAGES AND NONECONOMIC
DAMAGES NOT TO EXCEED THREE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS; AND BY ADDING ARTICLE 5, CHAPTER
38, TITLE 15 SO AS TO ENACT THE "SOUTH CAROLINA PUNITIVE DAMAGES FOR CIVIL ACTIONS ACT OF 2005", TO
PROVIDE DEFINITIONS OF THE TERMS "COMPENSATORY DAMAGES", "DEFENDANT", "FRAUDULENT", "MALICE",
"PUNITIVE DAMAGES", AND "WILFUL OR INTENTIONAL CONDUCT", TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE
ARTICLE TO ALL CLAIMS FOR PUNITIVE DAMAGES AND TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION; TO PROVIDE THAT PUNITIVE
DAMAGES MAY BE RECOVERED ONLY IF CERTAIN AGGRAVATING FACTORS EXIST; TO PROVIDE THAT PUNITIVE
DAMAGES MUST BE DETERMINED AND STATED SEPARATELY FROM COMPENSATORY DAMAGES; TO PROVIDE
THAT PUNITIVE DAMAGES ARE LIMITED TO NOT EXCEEDING THREE TIMES THE AMOUNT OF COMPENSATORY
DAMAGES OR THREE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, WHICHEVER IS LESS; AND TO PROVIDE
PROCEDURES FOR DETERMINING WHETHER PUNITIVE DAMAGES MAY BE AWARDED.
05/19/05 House Introduced and read first time HJ-70
05/19/05 House Referred to Committee on Judiciary HJ-70
05/24/05 House Member(s) request name removed as sponsor: Thompson
06/14/05 House Member(s) request name removed as sponsor: Pinson
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