South Carolina 1 Legislature

February 09, 2026, 04:41:30 pm

Session 125 - (2023-2024)

H 5164 General Bill, By Erickson, G.M. Smith, Herbkersman, Hartnett, McGinnis, Pope, Schuessler, Bradley, Hager,
Long, Vaughan, Bannister, Elliott, Willis, Yow, Hiott, Gilliam, C. Mitchell, Hardee, Whitmire, W. Newton, B. Newton,
Davis, Gagnon, Hixon, Lowe, Thayer, West, Taylor, Crawford and Guest
Summary: Education Scholarship Trust Fund

A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59-8-110, RELATING TO
DEFINITIONS CONCERNING THE EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND PROGRAM, SO AS TO REVISE SEVERAL
DEFINITIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-8-115, RELATING TO THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS,
SO AS TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL APPLICATION PROCESSES, AMONG OTHER THINGS; BY AMENDING SECTION
59-8-120, RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TRUST FUND, SO AS TO PROVIDE
CONFIDENTIALITY REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN RELATED INFORMATION, TO REVISE THE FUNDING FORMULA,
AND TO REVISE RELATED ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-8-125, RELATING TO
FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROGRAM, SO AS TO REVISE ADMINISTRATIVE FEES, AND TO REMOVE
PROVISIONS ALLOWING THE USE OF QUALIFIED THIRD PARTIES TO MANAGE ACCOUNTS AND ADMINISTER
RELATED FUNCTIONS, AMONG OTHER THINGS; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-8-130, RELATING TO REVERSION OF
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS UPON TERMINATION OF A SCHOLARSHIP, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE RETURN OF
REVERTED FUNDS IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-8-135, RELATING TO LIMITATIONS
ON SCHOLARSHIPS, SO AS TO REVISE THE LIMITATIONS, REQUIRE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO
SUBMIT AN ANNUAL BUDGET REQUEST BASED ON CERTAIN SCHOLARSHIP DEMAND AND USE INFORMATION,
AND TO REMOVE OBSOLETE REVIEW REQUIREMENTS, AMONG OTHER THINGS; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-8-140,
RELATING TO THE EDUCATION SERVICE PROVIDER APPLICATION REVIEW AND APPROVAL PROCESSES, SO AS
TO REVISE CERTIFICATION RENEWAL REQUIREMENTS; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-8-145, RELATING TO THE
STUDENT ELIGIBILITY NOTIFICATION PROCESS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT MAY DECLARE A STUDENT
INSTEAD OF A PARENT INELIGIBLE, AMONG OTHER THINGS; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 59-8-150, RELATING TO
EDUCATION SERVICE PROVIDER REQUIREMENTS, SO AS TO REQUIRE PROVIDERS GIVE PARENTS SPECIFIC
DOCUMENTATION FOR QUALIFIED GOODS AND SERVICES ACQUIRED, TO PROVIDE SURETY BOND
REQUIREMENTS, AND TO REVISE ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURE REQUIREMENTS.
02/28/24 House Introduced and read first time (House Journal-page 18)
02/28/24 House Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works (House Journal-page 18)
03/05/24 House Member(s) request name removed as sponsor: McCravy
03/06/24 House Member(s) request name added as sponsor: Taylor
03/07/24 House Committee report: Favorable with amendment Education and Public Works (House Journal-page

6)
03/12/24 Scrivener's error corrected
03/12/24 House Member(s) request name added as sponsor: Crawford, Guest
03/20/24 House Requests for debate-Rep(s). B Newton, Hixon, Pope, Forrest, Taylor, Neese, MM Smith, Pace,
Mitchell, Sandifer, AM Morgan, Garvin, White, W Newton, Wooten, Erickson, West

03/20/24 House Amended
03/20/24 House Amended (House Journal-page 84)
03/20/24 House Read second time (House Journal-page 84)
03/20/24 House Roll call Yeas-69 Nays-32 (House Journal-page 124)
03/21/24 House Read third time and sent to Senate (House Journal-page 50)
03/21/24 House Roll call Yeas-69 Nays-27 (House Journal-page 52)
03/26/24  Senate Introduced and read first time (Senate Journal-page 10)
03/26/24 Senate Referred to Committee on Education (Senate Journal-page 10)
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