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Document No. 2386

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CHAPTER 43

Statutory Authority:  1976 S.C. Code Section 59-5-60

R43-51.

Requirements for Certification

Synopsis:


The State Board of Education promulgated amendments to Regulation 43-51, Requirements for Certification.  The regulation will clarify requirements for those individuals seeking a teaching certificate in South Carolina as addressed below:


(1)

The promulgated amendment will provide clarification of the timeline to meet the requirements.


(2)

The promulgated amendment will specify the requirement for an approved teacher education program.


(3)

The promulgated amendment will eliminate citizenship requirements.


(4)

The promulgated amendment will clarify the age requirement.


(5)

The promulgated amendment will specify the requirement for an FBI fingerprint review.

Instructions:  This regulation is being amended and will read as follows:

Text:

R43-51.  Requirements for Certification

The applicant must meet all requirements for certification that are in effect in the current application year (July 1-June 30). The responsibility for providing accurate and complete documentation of eligibility is that of the applicant.  

1.

An applicant must graduate with an undergraduate degree from an approved teacher education program earned through an institution accredited for general collegiate purposes by a regional or national accreditation association or through a South Carolina institution which has programs approved for teacher education by the South Carolina State Board of Education.  Professional education credit must be earned through an institution which has a teacher education program approved for initial certification.

2.
An applicant must be at least eighteen (18) years of age before making application for a teaching credential.

3.
An applicant must have an FBI fingerprint review conducted at the time of application.  Eligible applicants who have prior arrests and/or convictions must undergo a review by the State Board of Education and be approved before a certificate may be issued.

Fiscal Impact Statement:


The Department of Education estimates that there will be no costs incurred to the State and its political subdivisions in complying with the promulgated regulation.

