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Document No.  2395

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CHAPTER 43

Statutory Authority:  1976 S.C. Code Section 59-5-60

R43-53.2.  Types and Levels of Credential Classification

Synopsis:


The State Board of Education promulgated amendments to Sub-regulation 43-53.2, Types and Levels of Credential Classification.  The regulation will clarify requirements for those individuals seeking a teaching certificate in South Carolina as addressed below:

(1) The promulgated amendment will eliminate redundancy and specify the validity period for an Advanced Professional credential.

(2) The promulgated amendment will eliminate redundancy and specify the validity period for a Specialist Professional credential.


(3)
The promulgated amendment will eliminate redundancy and specify the validity period for a Masters Professional credential.


(4)
The promulgated amendment will eliminate redundancy and specify the validity period for a Bachelors + 18 Professional credential.


(5)
The promulgated amendment will eliminate redundancy and specify the validity period for a Professional credential.


(6)
The promulgated amendment will move Warrants Certificates from #6 to #8.


(7)
The promulgated amendment will eliminate redundancy and specify the validity period for an Initial credential.


(8)
The promulgated amendment will clarify the requirements for temporary credential. 


(9)
The promulgated amendment will clarify the requirements for the Conditional Credential for Speech-Language Pathology. 


(10)
The promulgated amendment will move Out-of-Field Permits from #9 to #7.


(11)
The promulgated amendment will combine Warrants with Graded Certificates.


(12)
The promulgated amendment will move Out-of-Field Permits from #9 to #7.

Instructions:  This sub-regulation is being amended and will read as follows:

Text:

R43-53.2.  Types and Levels of Credential Classification
1.
Advanced Professional.  An applicant shall have a Doctoral Degree in accordance with State Board of Education regulations and shall meet requirements in an initial area of certification.  The certificate is valid for a five-year period.

2.
Specialist Professional.  An applicant shall have a Master’s degree in accordance with State Board of Education regulations in an initial area of certification plus 30 semester hours of graduate credit in an approved program.  The certificate is valid for a five-year period.

3.
Master Professional.  An applicant shall have a Master’s degree in accordance with State Board of Education regulations and shall meet requirements for an initial area of certification.  The certificate is valid for a five-year period.

4.
Bachelors + 18 Professional.  An applicant shall have a Bachelor’s degree in accordance with State Board of Education regulations in an initial area of certification plus eighteen  (18) semester hours of graduate credit in one or more specialty/content areas.  The certificate is valid for a five-year period.

5.
Professional.  An applicant shall have a Bachelor’s degree in accordance with State Board of Education regulations and shall meet requirements for an initial area of certification.  The certificate is valid for a five-year period.

6.
Initial  To qualify for an Initial Certificate, an applicant must meet the following requirements:

A.
Person must graduate with an undergraduate degree from an approved teacher education program earned through an institution accredited for general collegiate purposes by a regional or national accreditation association or through a South Carolina institution which has programs approved for teacher education by the South Carolina State Board of Education.  Professional education credit must be earned through an institution which has a teacher education program approved for initial certification.

B.
Score the minimum qualifying score on one of more of the required specialty area examinations.

C.
Submit a complete application and receive a clear FBI fingerprint review.  Eligible applicants who have prior arrests and/or prior convictions must undergo a review by the State Board of Education and be approved before a certificate may be issued.

Initial Certificates are valid for three years and may be renewed one time.  Upon successful completion of the Induction Program, ancillary requirements and annual contract year, the teacher shall be eligible for a Professional Certificate.

7.
Temporary Certificate.  A temporary certificate is valid for a period of one year and can be renewed twice provided evidence is submitted in the form of course work or required test scores that progress is being made toward full certification.  Once requirements have been met, the teacher may apply for a Professional Certificate.  Temporary Certificates are issued under the following conditions:

A.
Out-of-State Certificated Teachers  Any person who holds a valid teaching certificate from another state but does not meet one or more of the South Carolina certification requirements may be eligible for a temporary or initial certificate.
B.
Temporary Certificates for School Psychologists.  To serve the required internship for certification as a School Psychologist I or II under the supervision of a certificated School Psychologist II or III and to serve the required internship for School Psychologist III under supervision of a certified School Psychologist III, a Temporary Certificate may be granted for one year provided the following requirements are met:


(1)
The internship is taken through a State Board of Education approved training program, when written documentation is provided the Office of Teacher Education, Certification and Evaluation that the individual requesting a Temporary Certificate is enrolled in a school psychologist training program, and working toward full certification for the level of certificate sought.


(2)
A Temporary Certificate issued under the approved program requirements, which enables an applicant to hold temporary certification to complete the required internship, may be renewed once based upon written documentation from the director of the school psychology program that the applicant is a full-time student in the program during the second year of the renewed certificate.

C.  Conditional Certificate for Speech-Language Pathology.  A Conditional Certificate will be issued to those persons who hold the Certificate of Clinical Competence in Speech Pathology issued by the American Speech-Language Hearing Association (ASHA); OR, have completed a Master’s Degree which includes the academic and clinical requirements for the ASHA Certificate of Clinical Competence and presented the minimum qualifying score on the State Board of Education required examination. 


(1)
The applicant must verify an employment offer by a South Carolina public school district.

(2)
The Conditional Certificate will be effective for one academic year and will be converted to the standard Professional Certificate upon a successful evaluation of duties during the initial year of employment. 

Individuals who qualify under either option above and previously have served satisfactorily full-time as a Speech Pathologist for at least one year in a K-12 setting may be issued the Professional Certificate initially.  A prerequisite employment offer is not required for the Professional Certificate.

D.  Out-of-Field Permits.  Any person who holds a valid South Carolina Temporary or Professional Certificate and is assigned duties in an area for which he/she is not appropriately certificated may be eligible for a permit to teach out of field.  Out-of-field permits are issued only at the request of the employing school district.  The employing district shall apply for a permit no later than 30 days after the date of assignment.  Out-of-field permits are issued only for the academic year in which they are requested and expire June 30.  To qualify for a permit, a person shall have a valid South Carolina teaching credential and twelve (12) semester hours of credit toward full certification in the area of special preparation for which the permit is requested.  A permit may be renewed upon presentation of six (6) semester hours of credit in the area for which the permit is issued prior to issuance of another permit in the same area.  Permits shall not be issued for School Psychologists, Speech and Language Pathologists, Audiologists, Social Workers and Nurses.

8.
Graded Certificates and Warrants.  The State Board of Education discontinued the issuance of Graded Certificates in July 1971 and warrants in November 1976


A.
Graded Certificates.  To qualify for the Professional Certificate a person who currently holds a Grade B, C, or D certificate may:


(1)
Present the minimum required score currently in effect on the specific teaching area examination appropriate to the individual’s initial area of certification.

OR



(2)
Add an additional area of certification to the initial graded certificate by meeting all requirements of the State Board of Education for an additional area that includes at least a minimum qualifying score on a teaching area examination, AND, verification of at least three years of teaching experience in that additional area of certification.


B.
Warrant Certificates.  To qualify for a Professional Certificate or maintain a warrant a person:


(1)
Must earn the required six semester hours or the equivalent every five years as provided in Renewal Requirements.


(2)
Must remove all certification shortages (teaching area examination and/or course requirements) by meeting current certification requirements.


(3)
May only add Bachelor’s degree level certifications to a Warrant Certificate.

9.
Special Subject.  Upon request of the school district the State Board of Education may grant approval for issuing a Special Subject Certificate to any individual who qualifies under the guidelines established by the State Board of Education
Fiscal Impact Statement:


The Department of Education estimates that there will be no costs incurred to the State and its political subdivisions in complying with the promulgated regulation.

