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Document No. 2550

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION


BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS


CHAPTER 81


Statutory Authority:  1976 Code Sections 40-47-20; 40-1-70

Synopsis:

The Board of Medical Examiners is proposing to amend Regulation 81-110 to permit highly qualified physicians who practice under an academic license to supervise nurse practitioners.

Instructions:  Amend current regulations, by amending Regulation 81-110 as it appears in the text below

Text:

81-110.  Criteria for Physician Supervision of Nurses in Extended Role.

Any physician who supervises a Registered Nurse practicing in the extended role must be licensed in South Carolina, in possession of a permanent, active, unrestricted license to practice medicine in this State or, alternatively, be in possession of an active unrestricted academic license to practice medicine in this state and hold an appointment at the level of Associate Professor or above at an approved school of medicine.  Such physicians must be currently engaged in the practice of medicine.

When the sponsoring physician is more than forty-five (45) miles from the nurse practitioner, when a physician is supervising more than three (3) nurse practitioners, or when otherwise deemed necessary, the State Board of Medical Examiners will review the nature and quality of physician supervision, on an individual basis, to insure that the public health, safety and welfare are protected. In making this evaluation, the Board's review will include, but not be limited to, the following criteria:

1. The training and practice experience of the physician;

2. The competency of the physician to supervise the "delegated Medical Acts" performed by the nurse;

3. The nature and complexity of the "delegated Medical Acts" being performed;

4. The geographic proximity of the supervising physician to the nurse practicing in the extended role;

5. The manner in which the physician intends to monitor the extended role practice and the extent to which the physician is available for consultation and advice;  and

6. The number of other extended role nurses and/or Physician Assistants the physician is supervising.

It is the physician's responsibility to insure that any "delegated Medical Act" being performed by the nurse is set forth in an approved written protocol, as defined by applicable law.

A copy of this approved written protocol, dated and signed by the nurse and the physician, shall be provided to the Board by the physician supervisor within seventy-two (72) hours of request by the Board.

The supervising physician shall be responsible and accountable to the Board for compliance with this regulation. Any violation of this regulation shall be considered an act of professional misconduct and subject the physician to sanctions pursuant to Section 40-47-200. A Physician Assistant is not authorized to supervise a nurse practicing in the extended role.

Fiscal Impact Statement:  No additional funds will be incurred by the State or any political subdivision.

