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Document No. 2825

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

Chapter 61

Statutory Authority:  S.C. 1976 Code Sections 13-7-10, 13-7-40 and

13-7-45 et seq. and Supplement

R.61-64, X-Rays (Title B)  

Synopsis:

This amendment will revise R.61-64, X-Rays (Title B) Sections 2.3.1, 2.3.2, 2.10.6 and 11.3.1. These fees are for the application fee; shielding plan review fee; annual and pro-rated x-ray equipment and vendor fees; and, survey instrument calibration. The fee increases are needed due to the mandate, under the Atomic Energy and Radiation Control Act, to recover the cost of the program through the collection of fees.  See Discussion below and Statements of Need and Reasonableness and Rationale herein.

Discussion of Revisions

SECTION

REVISION
R.61-64.2.3.1

Revised to add the increase of the application fee.

R.61-64.2.3.2

Revised to add the increase of the shielding plan review fee.

R.61-64.2.10.6

Revised to add the increase of the annual fees.

R.61-64.11.3

Revised to add the increase of the calibration fees.

Instructions:
Amend R.61-64 pursuant to each individual instruction provided with the text below:



Text:

Amend section 2.3.1 to read:

2.3.1
Application Fee.  Each registrant shall pay a non-refundable application fee of $62.50 upon submission of the initial Facility Registration Approval Request form.  A facility registration approval shall not be issued until payment of the application fee.

Amend  section 2.3.2 to read:

2.3.2
Shielding Plan Review Fee.  Each registrant shall pay a non-refundable shielding plan review fee of $62.50 per x-ray control upon submission of any shielding plan.  A shielding plan approval shall not be issued until payment of the review fee.

Amend section 2.10.6 to read:

2.10.6
 Schedule of Fees.  The following fee schedule shall be used by the Department to determine the annual fee due:

Type of Equipment



Fee

Radiographic




$100

Fluoroscopic




$100

Combination Rad/Fluoro  


$200
Dental





$62.50

Therapy




$125
Diffraction




$68.75
X-ray Fluorescence



$68.75
Accelerator




$125
Electron Microscope



$37.50
Spectrograph




$68.75
Cephalometer




$100
Panoramic




$50
Cabinet X-ray




$93.75

CT Scanner




$100
C-Arm Fluoroscopic



$100
Mammography




(See RHB 5.6)

Stereotactic Mammography


$100
Baggage Checker



$68.75

Bone Densitometer



$100

Lithotripter




$100
Type of Equipment



Fee

Simulator




$100
Other





$100

Vendors and Installers



$156.25

Amend section 11.3.1 of RHB 11.3 Fees.  Sections 11.3.2 and 11.3.3 remain the same:


11.3.1 A calibration fee shall be charged for each instrument and probe calibrated at the SCRCL.  The following fee schedule shall be used by the Department to determine calibration fees:

Type of Instrument







Fee

Geiger-Mueller (GM) instrument





$75

  Calibrated at 2 points on each scale

Ion Chamber

  First mode-2 points on each scale




 
$75

  Second mode-2 points on each scale





$18.75

PIC-6









$75

Calibrated at 2 points on each scale

 R Meter








$50

 Calibrated at 2 points on each scale

MDH 1015 or 1515

 One probe-five calibration points





$250
 Additional probe-five calibration points





$106.25
 300 V battery replacement





 Market price plus tax

MDH 2025

 One probe- five calibration points





$106.25

 Additional probe-five calibration points





$75

Dosimeter response check






$ 18.75
Minimum handling fee, any instrument-no calibration



$31.25

Other services








$62.50 per hour

Fiscal Impact Statement:

There will be no cost to the state and its political subdivisions with the implementation of these proposed amendments.  This program is funded by the collection of fees from the regulated community as mandated by the Atomic Energy and Radiation Act.  The Act requires the cost of running the program to be recovered through the collection of fees.

Statement of Need and Reasonableness:

The statement of need and reasonableness was determined by staff analysis pursuant to S.C. Code Section 1-23-115(C)(1)-(3) and (9)-(11):

DESCRIPTION OF REGULATION: Amendment of Regulation 61-64, X-Rays (Title B), Rules and Regulations for Radiation Control.

Purpose:  The Department proposes to revise R.61-64, X-Rays (Title B), Sections 2.3.1, 2.3.2, 2.10.6 and 11.3.1. These fees are for the application fee; shielding plan review fee; annual and pro-rated x-ray equipment and vendor fees; and, survey instrument calibration. The fee increases are needed due to the mandate, under the Atomic Energy and Radiation Control Act, to recover the cost of the program through the collection of fees.

Legal Authority:  R.61-64, X-rays (Title B) is authorized by the S.C. Code Section 13-7-45 et seq. and Supplement.

Plan for Implementation:  These amendments will make changes to and be incorporated into R.61-64 upon approval of the Board of Health and Environmental Control, the General Assembly and publication in the State Register.  These amendments will be implemented by providing the regulated community with copies of the regulation.

DETERMINATION OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS OF THE REGULATIONS BASED ON ALL FACTORS HEREIN AND EXPECTED BENEFITS:

The changes are needed in order to address the training needs associated with technological advances with new modalities in radiology, the need to adequately equip staff with radiation measurement and detection equipment, and to recover increases in operating costs.  

The changes are reasonable because they will be implemented with existing staff and are normally set to only recover the costs of operating the program as required by the Atomic Energy and Radiation Control Act.

DETERMINATION OF COSTS AND BENEFITS:

There will be a small cost to the state and its political subdivision registrants with the implementation of these amendments due to the proposed increase in fees. The fees have only been increased once since 1993.  The 1993 increase in fees was based on costs to the program in 1991. Since 1991, the inflation rate has increased 22.7%.  Examples of the increase are from $50 to $62.50 per year for a dental unit and from $80 to $100 per year for a medical radiographic unit.  The Department is also increasing application fees for new facilities from $50 to $62.50.  In addition fees will be increased from $50 to $62.50 for shielding plan reviews and fees will be increased from $125 to $156.25 for vendors who sell, install and service x-ray equipment. 

The fees for calibration of x-ray equipment, which have only been increased once since 1993, will be increased to account for the increased inflation rate.  Even with the increase, our fees will remain less than those charged by commercial calibration facilities.  

Even after these increases, the annual fees for the use of x-ray equipment in South Carolina will be below the Southeastern average.

UNCERTAINTIES OF ESTIMATES: There are no uncertainties associated with this amendment of R.61-64.
EFFECT ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH:

There will be no effect upon the environment or upon the public health of the citizens of the state.  

DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH IF THE REGULATIONS ARE NOT IMPLEMENTED:  

There will be no detrimental effects on the environment if these changes are not implemented.  However, in order to continue providing the level of service and support to our registrants, the fee increase is necessary.  In addition, our role in protecting the public and workers from the adverse effects of radiation is very important and worthwhile.

Statement of Rationale:

The statement of rationale was determined by staff analysis pursuant to S.C. Code Section 1-23-120.

The changes are needed in order to provide the necessary knowledge and skills to keep abreast of advances in technology, especially in the medical field, which requires us to receive the latest training in order to effectively, regulate and support these uses of radiation.  In response to the events of September 11, 2001, the federal government is placing more responsibilities on the states regarding radiation security issues with no support for training and equipment, but yet they still require our program to be adequately trained and equipped.  Increased costs of operation are required to be recovered by the Atomic Energy and Radiation Control Act.  

