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Document No. 2961

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION

BOARD OF dentistry

Chapter 39

Statutory Authority:  1976 Code Sections 40-1-40 and 40-15-40.

R. 39-17. Guidelines for Sedation and General Anesthesia.

Synopsis:

The Board of Dentistry is amending Regulation 39-17 regarding guidelines for sedation and general anesthesia by updating the language and clarifying requirements.

Instructions:

Replace current regulation 39-17 (A through D) with the following regulation 39-17 (A through G)

Statement of Rationale:


There was no scientific or technical basis relied upon in the development of this regulation. The guidelines for sedation and general anesthesia are amended to conform to national guidelines in order ensure public safety.

Text:

39-17. Guidelines for Sedation and General Anesthesia

A. For purposes of these regulations, the administration of sedation and/or anesthesia by or under the direction of a licensed dentist in this state, except in the event that the sedation and/or anesthesia is administered by a licensed CRNA or anesthesiologist, shall be performed in accordance with applicable guidelines approved by the Board, including but not limited to, current American Dental Association (ADA) “Guidelines for the Use of Conscious Sedation, Deep Sedation and General Anesthesia for Dentists” and current American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) “Guidelines for the Elective Use of Pharmacologic Conscious Sedation and Deep Sedation in Pediatric Dental Patients.”

B. A licensed dentist in this state shall be solely responsible for the administration and management of sedation and/or anesthesia in the practice of dentistry and must determine which of the guidelines, as referenced above, he or she shall operate under, and shall be responsible for complying with the same, as provided above.

C. In procedures utilizing a CRNA or an anesthesiologist, the administration of sedation and/or anesthesia shall be in accordance with South Carolina law.

D. Educational requirements may be waived by the Board for licensed dentists who have been utilizing conscious sedation for at least ten (10) years prior to the effective date of these regulations.

E. Dentists qualified to administer sedation and/or anesthesia under these regulations are subject to review and audit, and their facilities subject to on-site inspection by an official designee of the Board to determine compliance with these regulations.

F. Reporting of Adverse Occurrences – A licensed dentist must submit a written report within thirty (30) days to the Board regarding any known mortality or serious, unusual incident which occurs in a dental facility or during the twenty-four (24) hour period after the patient leaves the facility, if the incident produces significant temporary or permanent physical or mental injury of the patient as a direct result of the administration of the general anesthesia or sedation.

G. Nitrous Oxide/Oxygen. For purposes of these regulations, a licensed dentist in this state shall be solely responsible for the administration and management of nitrous oxide/oxygen in the practice of dentistry, and adequacy of the facility, including equipment with fail-safe features and a twenty-five (25%) percent minimum oxygen flow. Dental offices are subject to inspection and audit to determine compliance with these regulations. 

Fiscal Impact Statement:


There will be no additional cost incurred by the State or any political subdivision.

