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A HOUSE RESOLUTION

THANKING THE HONORABLE CHARLES RAY SHARPE OF AIKEN COUNTY, OUR FRIEND AND ESTEEMED COLLEAGUE, FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, AND WISHING HIM WELL AS HE SEEKS THE OFFICE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AGRICULTURE COMMISSIONER.

Whereas, the Honorable Charles Ray Sharpe was born on September 6, 1938, the son of J. C. and Lillie Sharpe; and

Whereas, he is married to the former Linda Karen Garvin, and together they are the proud parents of three children and one grandchild; and

Whereas, he is a graduate of Salley High School and has attended both Georgia Technical College and Midlands Technical College; and

Whereas, he is a printer, farmer, and Editor and Publisher of The Tri‑County newspaper, which serves Aiken, Lexington, and Orangeburg Counties; and

Whereas, Representative Sharpe has served in the South Carolina House of Representatives since 1985, and since 1994 has distinguished himself as Chairman of the House Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs Committee; and

Whereas, Representative Sharpe has served as:  Chairman of the Environmental Affairs Committee from 1988 to 1994; Chairman of the Southern Legislative Conference Committee on Energy and Environment; a member of the executive Committee of the Southern States Energy Board; Chairman of the Southern States Bio‑biased Alliance for Alternative Sources of Energy; Chairman and founder of the Business Caucus; Chairman and founder of the Agriculture Caucus; and Chairman of the Aiken County Local Energy Planning Committee; and

Whereas, he is a member of Berlin Baptist Church where he serves as a Sunday School Teacher and Deacon; and

Whereas, Representative Sharpe is a charter member and member of the Board of Directors of the Wagener Lions Club; and

Whereas, he has served with both the South Carolina and Georgia Air National Guards; and

Whereas, the members of the House of Representatives have been informed that Representative Sharpe is retiring this year as a member of the House of Representatives to pursue the office of South Carolina Commissioner of Agriculture; and

Whereas, he has demonstrated vision and leadership while serving in the South Carolina House of Representatives, as well as a genuine commitment to serving the needs of all South Carolinians.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, thank the Honorable Charles Ray Sharpe of Aiken County, our friend and esteemed colleague for his many years of distinguished service as a member of the House Representatives and wish him well as he seeks the office of South Carolina Agriculture Commissioner.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the Honorable Charles Ray Sharpe.
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