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A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 12‑28‑2730 CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE SPECIAL WATER RECREATIONAL RESOURCES FUND, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT MATTERS RELATING TO THE APPROVAL OF PROJECTS FUNDED UNDER THIS PROGRAM ARE UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF A COUNTY WATER RECREATIONAL RESOURCES FUND COMMITTEE.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 12‑28‑2730 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 12‑28‑2730.
(A)
One percent of the proceeds from thirteen cents of the gasoline tax only imposed pursuant to this chapter must be transmitted to the Department of Natural Resources to be placed to the credit of a special water recreational resources fund of the State Treasury, and all balances in the fund must be carried forward annually so that no part of it reverts to the general fund of the State.  All of the funds must be allocated based upon the number of boats or other watercraft registered in each county pursuant to law and expended, subject to the approval of a majority of the county legislative delegation, including a majority of the resident senators, if any, the county water recreational resources fund committee as provided in subsection (D) of this section for the purpose of water recreational resources.  The amounts allocated must be deducted from the gross proceeds of the gasoline tax before net proceeds to be distributed are determined.  This section does not reduce the one cent a gallon license tax credited to the general fund of the State pursuant to Section 12‑28‑2720.


(B)
The governing body of a coastal county, upon recommendation of a majority of the legislative delegation, including a majority of the resident senators, shall refund to a person purchasing gasoline for use in commercial or charter fishing boats operated exclusively in the coastal waters of this State, all or a portion of the state tax on the gasoline returned to the county pursuant to this section.  The refund, if any, must be made pursuant to regulations established by the governing body of the county.


(C)
The Department of Natural Resources must be reimbursed for engineering, design, rehabilitation, and law enforcement costs incurred in the administration of the provisions of this section.  The Department of Natural Resources must be reimbursed for noxious aquatic weed treatment.  Funds for law enforcement and noxious aquatic weed treatment may not exceed one‑third of revenues to the special water recreational resources fund.  Funds for reimbursement must be transferred from funds collected under the provisions of this section.


(D)
There is established in each county a county water recreational resources fund committee appointed by the legislative delegation representing the county with each delegation member casting a weighted vote in making appointments.  The committee shall determine those projects in the county eligible for funding as provided in subsection (A) of this section.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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