Indicates Matter Stricken
Indicates New Matter
AMENDED

March 20, 2001


H. 3403
Introduced by Reps. Harrison and Rodgers
S. Printed 3/20/01--H.

Read the first time January 31, 2001.

            
A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 56‑5‑5640, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE SALE OF CERTAIN ABANDONED VEHICLES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A SHERIFF’S OR CHIEF OF POLICE’S DESIGNEE MAY SELL AN ABANDONED VEHICLE AT A PUBLIC AUCTION.


Amend Title To Conform

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 56‑5‑5640 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑5‑5640.
If an abandoned vehicle has not been reclaimed as provided for in Section 56‑5‑5630, the sheriff or his designee, or chief of police or his designee shall sell the abandoned vehicle at a public auction.  The purchaser of the vehicle shall take title to it free and clear of all liens and claims of ownership, shall receive a sales receipt from the sheriff or chief of police and shall must be entitled to register the purchased vehicle and receive a certificate of title.  The sales receipt at such sale shall must be sufficient title only for purposes of transferring the vehicle to a demolisher for demolition, wrecking, or dismantling, and in such case no further titling of the vehicle shall must be necessary.  The expenses of the auction, the costs of towing, preserving, and storing the vehicle which resulted from placing the vehicle in custody, and all notice and publication costs incurred pursuant to Section 56‑5‑5630, shall must be reimbursed from the proceeds of the sale of the vehicle.  Any remainder from the proceeds of the sale shall must be held for the owner of the vehicle or entitled lienholder for ninety days and then shall must be deposited in the general fund of the county or municipality.”

SECTION
2.
Section 27‑21‑20(B) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 148 of 1993, is further amended to read:


“(B)
The sheriff of a county or chief of police of a municipality may sell at public auction any a recovered stolen or abandoned property after he has held it for sixty days and declared it abandoned by the jurisdiction.  The sheriff or chief of police shall make a diligent effort to ascertain the true owner of the property and at least twice before the sale advertise the property with its full description in a newspaper having general circulation in the county or municipality having jurisdiction of the property and post the advertisement in the sheriff’s office or the police department and at the courthouse.  At any time after When thirty days have elapsed after publication of the second advertisement, the sheriff or chief of police may sell to the highest bidder at a place designated by the sheriff or chief of police the abandoned or recovered stolen property as advertised.  The sheriff, or chief of police, or their designee shall turn over all proceeds of the sale to the county or municipal treasurer who shall pay any debts incurred in holding the sale and then shall place the final proceeds in a special fund.”

SECTION
3.
Section 56‑5‑6240(C)(3) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 115 of 1999, is further amended to read:


“(3)
if the fair market value of the vehicle is five hundred dollars or more and the vehicle is not reclaimed as provided in this section, the sheriff, or chief of police, or their designee shall sell the vehicle at public auction. The purchaser of the vehicle shall take title to the vehicle free and clear of all liens and claims of ownership, receive a sales receipt from the sheriff or chief of police, and is entitled to register the vehicle and receive a certificate of title. The sales receipt is sufficient title only for the purposes of transferring the vehicle to a demolisher for demolition, wrecking, or dismantling without the necessity of additional titling of the vehicle. The costs of the hearing, auction, and reasonable towing and storage charges which resulted from placing the vehicle in custody, all notice and publication costs, and all legal costs incurred pursuant to this subsection must be reimbursed from the proceeds of the sale of the vehicle. Any remaining proceeds from the sale must be deposited in the general fund of the county or municipality;”

SECTION
4.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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