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AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 50-11-2570, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PERMITS TO TAKE OR CAPTURE DESTRUCTIVE FURBEARING ANIMALS OR OTHER DESTRUCTIVE GAME ANIMALS, SO AS TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE RESTRICTIONS ON SUCH PERMITS; TO AMEND SECTION 50-11-120, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE HUNTING SEASON FOR SMALL GAME, SO AS TO PROVIDE THERE IS NO CLOSED SEASON FOR BEAVER ON PRIVATE LANDS; AND TO REPEAL SECTION 50-11-130 RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR HUNTING WITH FIREARMS IN GAME ZONE 9 DURING SPECIFIC TIMES.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Furbearing animals
SECTION
1. Section 50‑11‑2570 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 340 of 1994, is further amended by adding:


“(C)
A person taking a furbearing animal under authority of a depredation permit may not dispose of the animal commercially.  A person taking a furbearing animal in accordance with a depredation permit must report the number and type of animal taken to the department on forms prescribed by the department within twenty‑one days of the expiration of the permit.  A permit issued for the removal of destructive beavers is valid for a period of not less than one year from the date of issue.”

Beavers
SECTION
2.
The first paragraph of Section 50‑11‑120 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 117 of 1999, is further amended to read:


“Except as specified in this section, the season for hunting small game is Thanksgiving Day through March first.  There is no closed season for beaver on private lands.  However, there is no open season on grouse except in Game Zone 1.”  

Repeal
SECTION
3.
Section 50‑11‑130 of the 1976 Code is repealed.

Time effective
SECTION
4.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. 

Ratified the 8th day of May, 2003.

Approved the 14th day of May, 2003. 
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