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VERSIONS OF THIS BILL
3/18/2003
A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

EXPRESSING THE CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO THE HONORABLE STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES, MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS REPRESENTING OHIO’S ELEVENTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, THE FIRST AFRICAN‑AMERICAN WOMAN ELECTED TO THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM OHIO, AND THE FIRST AFRICAN‑AMERICAN WOMAN EVER NAMED TO SERVE ON THE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FOR HER DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF HER DISTRICT, STATE, AND COUNTRY DURING HER TENURE AS A MEMBER OF THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Whereas, the Honorable Stephanie Tubbs Jones, now serving her second term, is the first African‑American woman elected to the United States House of Representatives from Ohio, succeeding former Representative Louis Stokes; and

Whereas, Congresswoman Tubbs Jones is a lifelong resident of the 11th District, which encompasses the East Side of Cleveland and includes parts of sixteen municipalities; and

Whereas, Congresswoman Tubbs Jones, a strong advocate for many issues, has championed wealth building and economic development, access and delivery of health care, and quality education for all children, and her committee assignments include Financial Services, Small Business, and Standards of Official Conduct (Ethics).  She is an active member of the Congressional Black Caucus and chairs its Housing Task Force; and

Whereas, during her first term, Congresswoman Tubbs Jones secured passage of the Child Abuse Prevention and Enforcement (CAPE) Act, her first piece of legislation, a bill that uses common sense enforcement reforms to protect children from abuse and neglect without increasing federal spending or imposing unfounded mandates on states; and

Whereas, in the current 107th Congress, Congresswoman Tubbs Jones has introduced the Uterine Fibroids Research and Education Act of 2003, which increases funding for research on uterine fibroids and provides for enhanced public awareness of this condition.  She has also introduced the Campus Fire Prevention Act, which provides money to equip college dorms, fraternities, and sororities with fire suppression devices, and in addition, she is an original co‑sponsor of a number of important pieces of legislation, including election reform measures; and

Whereas, the confidence of her colleagues in her ability and good judgment is evidenced by her being named to membership on the Ways and Means Committee, the first African‑American woman to serve on this Committee, and a signal honor for a member of the House; and

Whereas, Congresswoman Tubbs Jones is working vigorously to end the practice of predatory lending, support credit unions, protect America’s steel industry, aid small businesses, be a friend of labor while maintaining a good relationship with the business community, and defend women’s rights; and

Whereas, Congresswoman Tubbs Jones has achieved much in her career as a public servant.  Prior to her election to the House, Congresswoman Tubbs Jones served as the first African‑American and the first female Cuyahoga County, Ohio Prosecutor, was the first African‑American and the first woman to sit on the Common Pleas bench in the State of Ohio, and was a Municipal Court Judge in the City of Cleveland; and

Whereas, before serving on the bench, Congresswoman Tubbs Jones was a trial attorney for the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s Cleveland district office, served as an Assistant Cuyahoga County Prosecutor, and as Assistant General Counsel and Equal Employment Opportunity Administrator for the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District; and

Whereas, Congresswoman Tubbs Jones has demonstrated her interest in and dedication to public service through her participation in numerous civic and professional organizations, as evidenced by her membership in the National Council of Negro Women, the Taskforce on Violent Crime, the Substance Abuse Initiative, the Greater Cleveland Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., as a trustee for the Bethany Baptist Church, the Community Re‑Entry Program, and Leadership Cleveland Alumni.  She also served as a member of the Board of Regents for the National College of District Attorneys and on the Visiting Committee and the Board of Overseers of Case Western Reserve University’s Franklin T. Backus School of Law; and

Whereas, on the political side, Congresswoman Tubbs Jones is active in the Democratic Caucus within the House of Representatives, speaking at the 2000 Democratic National Convention and currently serving as Sophomore Class Whip within the House Democratic Caucus; and

Whereas, Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones is a graduate of Cleveland Public Schools, and received her undergraduate degree from Case Western Reserve University, graduating with a degree in Social Work from the Flora Mather College in 1971.  She went on to receive her Juris Doctorate from Case Western Reserve University School of Law in 1974; and

Whereas, the Congresswoman has been happily married to Mervyn L. Jones, Sr., a business owner, for twenty‑five years and is the proud mother of Mervyn Leroy II, age 18.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly, by this resolution, express their congratulations and appreciation to the Honorable Stephanie Tubbs Jones, member of the United States Congress representing Ohio’s Eleventh Congressional District, the first African‑American woman elected to the United States House of Representatives from Ohio, and the first African‑American woman ever named to serve on the Ways and Means Committee of the United States House of Representatives, for her distinguished service to the people of her district, state, and country during her tenure as a member of the congress of the United States.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones.
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