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Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter

The House assembled at 12:00 noon.

Deliberations were opened with prayer by Rev. Charles E. Seastrunk, Jr. as follows:

Our thought for today is from Psalm 51:10: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.”

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, sometimes we have wandered from Your presence to seek false security. Make Your presence known to us among the ordinary places of our world. Redirect us to forms of service that fulfill Your desire for us, as we serve Your people in this State. Hear our silent and spoken prayers, O God. Amen.

Pursuant to Rule 6.3, the House of Representatives was led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America by the SPEAKER.

After corrections to the Journal of the proceedings of Friday, the SPEAKER ordered it confirmed.

MOTION ADOPTED

Rep. BRANHAM moved that when the House adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Marshall Ray Altman of Lake City, which was agreed to.

REPORT RECEIVED

The following was received:

Findings of Fact

The Committee to Screen Candidates for Boards of Trustees of State Colleges and Universities finds the following candidates for Boards of Trustees qualified.  Background reports from the State Law Enforcement Division show no felony charges against any of the candidates.

Coastal Carolina University


Six congressional districts and two at-large


1st District, Seat 1

Mr. Clark B. Parker


2nd District, Seat 3

Dr. Oran P. Smith


3rd District, Seat 5

Mr. Payne H. Barnette, Jr.


4th District, Seat 7

Mr. Charles J. Hodge


5th District, Seat 9

Dr. Samuel J. Swad


6th District, Seat 11

Mr. Fred F. DuBard, Jr.


At-Large, Seat 13

Mr. Eugene C. Spivey


At-Large, Seat 15

Mr. Daniel W. Moore, Sr.

South Carolina State University


Three congressional districts


1st District, Seat 1

Mr. Arnold Collins


2nd District, Seat 2

Rev. Samuel B. Glover











Mr. Joseph C. Sanders


4th District, Seat 4

Dr. John H. Corbitt











Mr. James H. Owens

University of South Carolina


One judicial circuit



4th Circuit



Mr. John Long











Ms. Flora C. Hopkins



 







Mr. J. Richard Jones











Mr. Karl H. Smith











Mr. Eugene P. Warr, Jr.

Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School


At-large



Two Seats












Mr. Lowell C. Spires, Jr.











Mr. George M. Ducworth

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Olin Phillips,


.

Sen. Warren K. Giese 

Rep. Becky Martin




Sen. Maggie Glover

Rep. Lanny F. Littlejohn

Sen. Thomas Alexander

Rep. Jesse E. Hines



Sen. Linda Short

State Supported Colleges and Universities

Boards of Trustees

Elections Required in 2003

The Citadel


None

Clemson University


None

Coastal Carolina University


Six congressional districts and two at-large


1st District, Seat 1


Parker


2nd District, Seat 3


Smith


3rd District, Seat 5


Barnette


4th District, Seat 7


Hodge


5th District, Seat 9


Powers


6th District, Seat 11


DuBard, Jr.


At-Large, Seat 13


Spivey


At-Large, Seat 15


Moore

College of Charleston


One seat, at-large


At-large, Seat 14


Dangerfield

Francis Marion University


None

Lander University


None

Medical University of South Carolina


None

South Carolina State University


Three congressional districts


1st District, Seat 1


Collins


2nd District, Seat 2


Glover


4th District, Seat 4


Corbitt

University of South Carolina


One judicial circuit


4th Circuit





Long*

Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School


Three Seats, At-large












Rhodes












Scott












Spires

Winthrop University


None

*  Governor’s appointee

COMMITTEE TO SCREEN CANDIDATES FOR

BOARDS OF TRUSTEES OF STATE

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
********

Monday, February 24, 2003

10:33 a.m. - 1:21 p.m.


The meeting was conducted on February 24, 2003, at 427 Blatt Building, Pendleton Street, Columbia, South Carolina, before Karen L. Yearwood-Cole, Court Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of South Carolina.

APPEARANCES:

Representative Olin Phillips

Representative Jesse Hines

Representative Lanny F. Littlejohn

Senator Thomas Alexander

Senator Linda Short

Also present:

Sophia Floyd

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  I would like to call this meeting to order.  It's called the Screening Board Joint Committee screening candidates for the College Screening Board.  I'll introduce you to our committee members present.  We're expecting a couple more Senators or maybe Mrs. Martin will be in, is scheduled to be here.  To my left is Representative Jesse Hines from Florence County, Representative  Littlejohn of Spartanburg County to my right, Senator Thomas Alexander from Oconee County and myself as Representative Olin Phillip from Cherokee and our staff is Sophia, and we have with us today Sophia Floyd, staff member and with us today working from the Creel Court Reporting is Karen Cole.  Thank you, Ms. Cole, for your services or this committee.  I want to thank each of you for coming today and certainly for taking the time and being willing to serve on various boards that you've offered for.  I think it's great that we have people who want to serve and do what they can for the various schools, universities, and colleges across South Carolina.  You are to be commended for that service.  At this time, we will start.  We will swear in the candidates.  I would like to say, to tell you up front that we will probably, try to finish everybody here today.  We do have a couple more that will be screened, but they have no opposition, but we have to screen every candidate before we can declare your candidacy for the journal.  Everybody has to be screened, even though you don't have oppositions.  That's part of the screening process, part of the election process.  We should have everybody's report in the journal as far as next Tuesday, and then after that the law says forty-eight hours, so we would say to you today, that next Thursday at 12:00, next Thursday week at 12:00, be March the 2nd -- March the 6th that you'll be able to start asking for support for your various seats that you're offering for and ones who have opposition.  And of course, the ones who don't have opposition, you still need to, but that will be 12:00, next Thursday.  Any questions?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Chairman, I have one.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Yes, sir.  Mr. Littlejohn?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  You swore these in one by one.  Can we do it in a group?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  We usually go through the order and then we sweat them all at one time.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  At one time?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Oh, you're talking about -- no, we have to swear one and then take testimony from each one of them.  I thought you meant candidacy.  Any other questions as far as the election?  Senator?  You have no idea.  You know, we've got a little problem now with our election process.  We've held over the Public Service Commission for almost a year and a half now, and it seems we can't get an election date for the Public Service Commission and about sixteen other judges, so I would say that until we can settle PSC reform bill, which we've already passed in my committee and sent out, and will be on the calendar tomorrow.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  I was going to say, Mr. Chairman, I think y'all are about to the point where y'all want to probably, from what I understand, y'all are going to pass Public Service.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  We've already, it goes on, it's on --

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Well, the House is going to pass it this week is my understanding.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Yeah.  It's on our --

SEN. ALEXANDER:  It certainly puts things in a lot better perspective --

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Yeah, it does.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  -- of where we're headed with these elections and things, but normally these are not held until May anyway, are they?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  We, the law says we can't hold these election until some time after the first week in April, so normally we always go some time around May, so I don't, it's not going to be a problem.  It's going to be a little longer because I don't know if we're going to be able to do it joint election with all three.  It may be too long for us to do colleges and judges or the PSC and colleges.  It might be we could do the colleges because of the fact that it does require joint committee of House and Senate combination.  You will be notified in plenty of time when the election process will be.  We will start a resolution very quickly to test and see whenever we can get a date, but you can rest assured it will be some time in May.  Any other questions?

REP. HINES:  Just an observation, Mr. Chairman.  We certainly want to remedy that problem we had the last election where a telephone call was made at the time and that kind of thing will be continued and group telephone calls.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  I'm sorry.  I didn't follow your line.

REP. HINES:   I believe our last election there was a person that made a telephone call and may not have arrived in time for the election of --

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Meet the deadline.

REP. HINES:  Meet the deadline, right.  Meet the deadline, that was it.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  We'll definitely check that.  Everybody has met the qualifications for the deadlines this time.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Are we clocking them in?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  We've changed our time from 12:00 to 5:00.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  But are we clocking in the applications as we get them?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Yes, when they come in.  Did we have any come in --

MS. FLOYD:  We didn't have any that close.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  We didn't have any come in on the Internet this time, so everybody has met their qualifications.  We're joined by Sen. Short of Chester.  We've just been going over some of the railroad of qualifications and when the, solicitation for votes is 12:00 Thursday week.  Do you have any questions?

SEN. SHORT:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Okay.  At this time, the process will start with the screening of the candidates and Coastal Carolina.  All seats are up, but nobody has opposition, so you guys are doing a great job.  Thank you very much.  We will ask for the First District, Seat 1, Mr. Clark B. Parker.  Mr. Parker will you please stand?  Raise your right hand.  The information given here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you?

MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Parker, do you have any illnesses that we need to know about that would prevent you from continuing serving in the capacity that you've served before?

MR. PARKER:  Not that I'm aware of, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Have your business relations changed that you might have a conflict in continuing to serve on this Board?

MR. PARKER:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Okay, sir.  Now, have you been appointed in any other positions that would constitute dual office holder?

MR. PARKER:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead with your short statement, sir.

MR. PARKER:  I'm a graduate of Coastal Carolina.  I grew up at the institution, and it was a two-year institution and it acquired a third year while I was on campus and a fourth year.  I was able to graduate there with a BS degree in Accounting.  I've been involved since that time with the Alumni Association or Booster Club, Senior Club and served on the Higher Education Commission for four years prior to coming to the Board and have been on the Board since this initial Board in 1993.  My wife is also a Coastal Alum.  We've lived in the community.  We live nine miles from the University.  We're on campus for a lot of events in our capacity helping out our school that helped us by providing an education opportunity for us and our County, so I'm glad to serve, and I will be glad to answer any questions that you may have.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions from any Committee members?  Sen. Alexander?

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.  Again, we appreciate your service on the Board.  Two questions I guess.  What do you think besides the growth, maybe has been the greatest accomplishment since you've been on the Board, and the other is how have y'all been dealing with the economic conditions and certainly the reductions that we've had to deal with, with funds?

MR. PARKER:  Of course, we look to, we used to call ourselves state supported.  We call ourselves state assisted, I think now, because of the dwindling budgets that we have.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Would you prefer us not to divide the money?

MR. PARKER:  No, sir.  Thank God for that money.  But we've been blessed with our location.  We've been able to attract a lot of out of state assistance and support at the institution as well.  And of course, their tuition is approximately three times what it is for an in-state, and that's helped our budget process.  But I think one thing that we've worked on hard, and I think we're proud of, is that we knew there were retention issues earlier on and we made some strides in that area trying to retain those students who enter and getting them into a graduation process that would put them in for a four year period.  So we're working on that, and I think we're doing great strides in that area.  I think Coastal has enjoyed a lot of support from the community, private funding and foundation rate has helped us a lot as well, meet some budget issues, so with the support of the community and our strong foundation, that's been a blessing for the institution.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  I would like to say up front to all the Board members that I appreciate the opportunity to hold the hearings, the ones that made you whole several years ago as Chairman of the Education Committee.  We held hearings across your area and had a lot of response, and I want to commend the school for its academics and also its ability in the area of athletics, because I think that would be another draw for Coastal in the future, and I wish you well in football.  You've done well.  Every time you come to Gaffney, you whip Limestone.  We appreciate you having an overall athletic and academics, and I think it would be great for the future of Coastal.

MR. PARKER:  Thank you.  We appreciate it.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Yes, sir.  Thank you, sir.  Dr. Oran P. Smith.  Would you raise your right hand?  The information you give today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?

DR. SMITH:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Please continue to raise your right hand.  There's no other illnesses that we need to know about that is, to keep you from serving continuous?

DR. SMITH:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any business relations that you've entered in that would cause you to have a conflict?

DR. SMITH:  No conflict, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  And no other appointments that you would be a dual office holder?

DR. SMITH:  No other appointments.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  All right, sir.  A short statement.

DR. SMITH:  Chairman Phillips, Sen. Alexander, Sen. Short, Rep. Littlejohn, Rep. Hines, I thank you for the opportunity to appear before you.  I am one of several members seeking re-election this time who are original Board members of the university when it was founded in 1993.  What an incredible ten years it has been.  Our facilities have grown.  Our enrollment has grown, as you know, and our academic standards have been raised.  Even our community service and our research activities have increased exponentially and we're truly, I believe, a university in every sense of the word.  We even enjoyed, as you mentioned earlier, some athletic success.  As chairman of the academic affairs committee for the Board, I've had a part in recommending many new courses of study at both the bachelor and the graduate level, and we've worked diligently to make Coastal Carolina a place for three things: That's solid scholarship, solid teaching and public service.  And I stand before you this morning seeking a fourth term on the Board.  We've had an exciting, I believe we have an exciting future ahead, and I ask for your support of my candidacy, of course, through the committee, but I'm willing to answer any questions that you may have.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions?

SEN. SHORT:  Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Ms. Short?

SEN. SHORT:  Since you chair the academic committee and raised the issue of programs that you offer, could you tell me how, what kind of consideration you give to what other schools are offering across the state when you determine what kind of majors to offer at Coastal?

DR. SMITH:  Well, there's often a certain amount of comparison that goes on so that we can make sure that we offer a full compliment of courses, but a lot of it is driven by the needs of our students and potential students.  For instance, we offer some engineering programs with Clemson and we offer some business programs with Winthrop.  Those are financial considerations that are in those because we're able to offer those by electronic means as well using some of our faculty and some of their faculty, but a lot of it depends on our view of what our institution should be.  Some colleges, not to cast any opinions on any others, but want to be all things to all people, and we have not sought to do that. We've been very careful about what courses we offer and what new degrees we offer, seeking always to fit it in our primary goals, that is being a teaching institution with some graduate course, but always focusing on the teaching and being a teaching institution.  So it's a combination of the market, the needs of our students and what the people of Horry, Georgetown area, in particular, need in an institution that they can reach easily.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Rep. Hines?

REP. HINES:  I would just like to know if all the growth that has taken place in your area, do you see a need at this time, a future need maybe, for expansion?  I understand that's one of the fastest growing areas, not only in South Carolina but maybe in the nation, in that area.

DR. SMITH:  I think Horry County is maybe a number one expanding county in the southeast, sir.  We are doing a number of things.  One is we're studying exactly how many students we can handle.  Again, this is the idea of determining what's the best student to faculty ratio.  What is the best use of our facilities, and we are currently in an analysis to determine how much more we can grow.  We had such a big growth this year.  Over the last two years, our enrollment has increased 28%, which is a 24% increase in FTE, and that raises these kind of questions.  How many students can we service adequately with the faculty we have or the facilities we have, so we've been very careful about studying that.  Also, we are in the mode of moving from one area to another in which we need a new facility.  We just finished a new College of Fine Arts, and we, at the beginning of the institution in 1993, were in the process of finishing a business school.  Our next major need on the campus is a College of Science or an expansion of our current science facility, so that's our next focus is making sure we're able to handle the science students and the entry level science course to advance courses to support our marine science, which has become a real focus of Coastal's academic work is the marine science program.  So we're conducting the analysis that we need to for the future to make sure we can handle what we can handle, but we're also a capital campaign for science in particular to fill that need.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Alexander?

SEN. ALEXANDER:  I'll just wait.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Thank you, sir.

DR. SMITH:  Thank you, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Okay.  The Third District, seat 5, Mr. Payne Barnette, Jr.

MR. BARNETTE:  Good morning.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Morning.  Please raise your right hand.  The information given here today will be the truth, so help you God?

MR. BARNETTE:  My name is Hank Barnette, Payne H. Barnette, Jr.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Yes, sir.  Mr. Barnette, please continue to raise your hand.  Do you have any health related problems that we need to know about that would keep you from continuing to serve on the Board?

MR. BARNETTE:  No, sir.  I don't.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  All right.  Do you have any business relations that would cause or constitute a conflict of interest?

MR. BARNETTE:  No, sir.  I don't.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Have you been elected or appointed to any other positions since you've been on the Board that we need to know about to cause you to be a dual office holder?

MR. BARNETTE:  No, sir.  I haven't.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Thank you, sir.

MR. BARNETTE:  I would like to continue my support of the Coastal Carolina Board.  I've been on it since its inception and have enjoyed seeing it grow, and I would like to continue my support and be a part of what the Board does for Coastal Carolina University.  Anybody got any questions?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have any questions anyone?

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  What is the biggest challenge, and we've heard from previous folks as to the growth and things, what is the biggest challenge that you think the University is facing today?

MR. BARNETTE:  Unfortunately, like most universities, we're, I'm on the Family and Fiscal Affairs Committee. I've been on it since the beginning, and one of the things we do is find ways to depend less on the State.  Of course, we need all the support we can get, but we've come a long way in getting there, and I think the next part will be a little harder, and they'll need more of our help.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Thank you, sir.  Fourth District, seat 7, Mr. Charles J. Hodge.  Raise your right hand, sir.  The information given here today will be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you?

MR. HODGE:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sir, do you have any health related problems the Committee needs to know about at this time?

MR. HODGE:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have any personal business conflicts to continue future services to cause or constitute a conflict of interest?

MR. HODGE:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Have you been appointed or elected any other position that would cause a dual officer holder?

MR. HODGE:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead, sir.

MR. HODGE:  Thank you.  It's a pleasure being with y'all again.  These two years that I've had the privilege of serving at Coastal have just been amazing.  I've seen our university grow by leaps and bounds.  We're up to almost six thousand students now.  I've been very impressed with the administration and how they've exercised physical discipline in these difficult times.  We managed to, while we welcome the State money, we've managed to adopt a strategy of maintaining our growth and our production with out of state student increase in tuition, so that's how we've handled a lot of it.  Mr. Phillips, you mentioned the athletic program.  This football that we've got coming in there is just super exciting.  We have a great coach.  Our stadium is going up.  The interest in the community is phenomenal, and we just look for a real exciting time in years to come at Coastal Carolina  I've enjoyed serving, and I hope that y'all give me the opportunity to serve for the next few years.  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Yes, Chairman.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Rep. Littlejohn.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Hodge, several of the people have mentioned growth.  Is there a magic number there that we stop and then concentrate on quality or how do you feel about that?

MR. HODGE:  I think that --

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Or are we just going on and on and on?  It doesn't seem to --

MR. HODGE:  There's going to come a time, there's no question about it, that you'll reach, you know, a certain number where in order to continue to provide the quality service that we do for our students and the fiscal plan itself.  This science building that we've mentioned, we're attempting to get the Legislature to support us with bond issues, and that would be most appreciated.  We're not asking for an increase in funds.  But the figure of ten thousand students has been tossed about, and that's not set in stone, but you know, when you get near that number, you've got see number one, are you landlocked.  I mean there's only so much room that you have.  But it's exciting to be on the ground floor of it.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Thank you, sir.

MR. HODGE:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Next is the Fifth Congressional District, seat 9, Dr. Samuel J. Swad.  Good morning, sir.  Please raise your right hand.  Do you swear the information given here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you?

DR. SWAD:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have any health related problems, Dr. Swad, we need to know about?

DR. SWAD:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have a business or professional interests as not to constitute a conflict of interest?

DR. SWAD:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  And you don't hold any other elected or appointed position that would cause a dual office holder, do you, sir?

DR. SWAD:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Thank you, sir.  I might add, Dr. Swan, this will be a new candidate.  Dr. Swan is replacing a candidate who withdrew, not an incumbent who did not seek to run again, and Dr. Swad is a physician in my home county in Cherokee.  We appreciate you offering, Dr. Swad, to serve on Coastal Carolina and also being a graduate of Coastal Carolina.  Thank you, sir.  Short statement.

DR. SWAD:  Mr. Chairman and distinguished committee members, first of all, thank you for an opportunity to be considered as candidate for the Board of Trustees of Coastal Carolina University.  I'm proud to be a 1986 graduate with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration and then went on to the University of South Carolina School of Medicine where I received my M.D. degree and am currently practicing, as Chairman Phillips said, in Gaffney, South Carolina.  I've been raised and educated in South Carolina.  I'm proud of that fact.  I'm also proud to have watched how the current Board and Coastal Educational Foundation and faculty have really grown this small university.  I think in the future we're going to continue that kind growth, and I would like to be part of that team.  Like many other alumni, I'm also excited about the football program.  Not just because it's football, because I think it's a surrogate market for the growth of that university and the job and the faculty and staff and Legislature and educational foundation have done.  I would like to be a part of that process in the future.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions of Dr. Swad?

SEN. SHORT:  Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Short.

SEN. SHORT:  Since you're the first non-incumbent, the press has been critical of the separate trustee boards that we have across the state for all of the colleges and universities and have recommended that we support the Governor's proposal.  That we instead have one unit that sort of covers everybody.  I wondered how you feel about that particular proposal and how you think that might play for all of the colleges and universities around the state.

DR. SWAD:  I would think that one board for all the universities might be a little bit of an unwieldy proposition.  I would think each university has their own particular concerns and that a single board may not be able to address those as efficiently as individual boards.

SEN. SHORT:  Do you think that the Commission of High Ed. should have more or less authority than it has at this time regarding majors that are offered at the university?

DR. SWAD:  Well, I would think that the individual universities should have the most say in that.  I think they know probably more what their student population is and what their students are demanding, but certainly a consolatory role would be appropriate.

SEN. SHORT:  The research universities have requested this year that they be allowed to actually have a separate structure apart from the rest of the universities in the state.  They want to be not under the Commission of Higher Ed as the rest would be, but to be pulled away from that and to be considered separate.  They also have significantly increased the requirements for students who are there.  I think they intend to increase it even more.  What do you see, what impact do you see that having on Coastal or do you see it as having an impact at all?

DR. SWAD:  Coastal is not really at this point a research university, so I'm not sure how much impact that would have at this point.  I suppose when they reach this, whatever the number is, you know, the student body we're talking about, ten or fifteen thousand or whatnot, if they would go more towards the research side, that may be more initiative, but I'm not sure at this point.

SEN. SHORT:  You're not concerned that the fact that they are trying to raise the requirements for the research university so much will have an impact on the number of students that might apply at Coastal and the out of schools as well, or that it might affect it in that way?

DR. SWAD:  Sure.  It could affect how many students apply, but the ones that may not envision being able to get into those research universities, but I think raising standards at the research universities is a positive overall.

SEN. SHORT:  Do you know what the present requirements are or what the present average is for SAT at Coastal?

DR. SWAD:  I don't.

SEN. SHORT:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Thank you, Dr. Swad.  The Sixth District, seat 11, Mr. Fred DuBard, Jr.  The information given here today will be the truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you?

MR. DuBARD:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have any health related problems that we need to know about?

MR. DuBARD:  Not that I know of.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  All right.  You have any personal conflicts in the position that you hold that would cause a conflict of interest?

MR. DuBARD:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Have you been appointed or elected to any other positions that would cause dual officer holder?

MR. DuBARD:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead with your short statement, sir.

MR. DuBARD:  Thank you.  Having been one of the original trustees at Coastal, I readily admit I knew very little about the government when I went on the Board and I think some of my fellow colleagues felt the same way.  However, we have put together I think a wonderful Board down there.  We have wonderful vision and leadership in our president.  To answer one of the questions we have here, and nobody's mentioned it yet, one of the things we're doing at Coastal is our Outreach.  We're teaching classes in North Myrtle Beach, Myrtle Beach, down in Waccamaw neck and in Georgetown, which is part of our mission.  This is going to most probably help alleviate some of the landlock situations we have.  Recently the Coastal Educational Foundation bought a twelve acres tract of land which was adjacent to our campus, and that's going to allow us some degree of expansion.  But in the overall scheme of things, Coastal is going to grow whether we have the buildings for it or not because of the excellence in our programs and the vision of our leadership.  We're not in the budget process and crisis that a lot of other universities are because we saw what was coming and we budgeted for the shortfalls, and fortunately, we've been able to get through it.  But again now, the out of state students and our very fine marine biology, and we are the only one in South Carolina that has that, their program, that brings a lot of people outside of South Carolina into South Carolina.  And our tourist related programs also in Myrtle Beach. We've got a lot of good things that we're doing to bring young people into our college and university.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions?  Sen. Alexander?

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.  Certainly appreciate your service.  Just two or three things in what you've said and in just looking over things, too.  Now, your interest in Coastal Carolina, I noticed, I don't believe you're a graduate?

MR. DuBARD:  No, sir.  I was of Wofford College.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Right.  Great school up there.

MR. DuBARD:  I think so.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  What generated your interest in Coastal Carolina?

MR. DuBARD:  Kind of a long story, but I'll bring it down real shortly.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.

MR. DuBARD:  I attended when Rick Hart, who is a sculpturist, when he was awarded and honorary degree.  That was in 1993.  I attended that ceremony and I ran across Jimmy Johnson and Kermit Clardy, who at that time was working for the university, and they asked me to run for the District Sixth seat, and that's how I got involved in it.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  You mentioned out of state students.  Do you know what percentage of your enrollment there is out of state students at Coastal?

MR. DuBARD:  34% now.

SEN. SHORT:  What did you say?

MR. DuBARD:  34% now.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Rep. Hines?

REP. HINES:  Yes, sir.  I would just like to make an observation and maybe ask a question.  I think all of us know that, well maybe not all of us, you know, in the State of South Carolina, we have two tourist activities that takes place in Darlington, South Carolina at places for stock car racing was born and the Board has always been a big supporter of that, and that means so much to this entire state, you know.  I think in recent years there have been some other places that's been buying to take away one of them race tracks, but it continued, the people continue to pour in from I'll say all over this nation.  I think being here in the midlands, you can hardly find a motel that's open during those two activities and those that are open, I think the price of the motel is about almost double in some instances, so he's done a great -- I had an opportunity to meet with the Governor last week in a meeting and I said to him that, he thinks a lot of stock car racing, too so hopefully, we can continue to keep those two races there to buy so much financial support for the state.

SEN. SHORT:  Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Short?

SEN. SHORT:  Mr. Dubard, do you know what the average SAT score is for the present freshman class?

MR. DuBARD:  1047.

SEN. SHORT:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Thank you, sir.  Thank you very much.  At large, Seat 13, another new member serving just over a year.

MR. SPIVEY:  Not quite a year.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Not quite a year, okay.  Eugene C. Spivey.  Mr. Spivey, thank you, sir.  The information given here today to be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you?

MR. SPIVEY:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have, developed any kind of illness that we need to know since we last screened you, sir, have you?

MR. SPIVEY:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  How about your personal or business conflicts that would cause any conflicts of interest?

MR. SPIVEY:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Okay.  Have you been appointed or elected to any other position that you would be dual office holder?

MR. SPIVEY:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Thank you, sir.

MR. SPIVEY:  Mr. Chairman and committee, I come as not having served quite a year, I think I went through this process in about as late as we could do it last year in April, I think.  I was filling an unexpired term.  I'm a long time Coastal supporter of both the alumni fund, the alumni booster, the booster club, senior club, and I'm a Coastal graduate.  I've had a good first nine, ten months, whatever it is since I've been there, and I'm looking to be re-elected to the Board.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Thank you, sir.  Any questions of Mr. Spivey?

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Just one.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead, sir.  Ask all the questions you like.  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.  You're not serving now on the State Housing Authority?

MR. SPIVEY:  No, sir.  I resigned that --

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Before you went --

MR. SPIVEY:  Right, a couple of days after I got elected to this Board.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.  That's all I have.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Thank you, Gene.

MR. SPIVEY:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  The next we have at large, Seat 15, Mr. Daniel W. Moore, Sr.  Mr. Moore, please raise your right hand.  The information give here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you?

MR. MOORE:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Moore, do you have any illness we need to be made aware of?

MR. MOORE:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Have any business or personal life, does it have any conflicts of interest continuing to let you serve?

MR. MOORE:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  How about any other appointed or elected positions within the community that would cause a dual officer holder?

MR. MOORE:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead, sir.

MR. MOORE:  Rep. Phillips, distinguish members of the screening committee, thank you for this opportunity and taking your time to allow me to present my candidacy for another term on the Board of Trustees at Coastal.  I've had the privilege of serving for the last three years, and the exciting things happening at Coastal, it would take all day to go into a lot of the things.  My distinguished colleagues have brought out a number of those items.  Some of the things that I'm most proud of in my tenure is chair of the development committee, which is our fund-raising arm, and we're moving very positively in that arena, especially in these physical times.  As you heard my other colleagues mention, the state aid dropping and other economic constraints, we have been extremely physically responsible managing our finances.  Dr. Salley Corner, who is our executive vice-president for finance, is a wizard, and she really squeezes the dollar.  And we've been very fortunate to pre-anticipate some of these shortfalls.  The growth of the university increased in SAT scores, increased in retention, all things are just exciting.  And to throw football in with that coming up in the fall, my excitement just spills over in terms of  wanting to serve continual.  I grew up as a native in Horry County.  My wife attended Coastal Carolina.  I started my service with the university following my father as a member of the Higher Education Commission, served a term there and was fortunate to be elected to the Board of Trustees by this panel.  I would be happy to take any of your questions.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions?  Sen. Short?

SEN. SHORT:  We seem to be just taking turns over here.  Do you know what the male/female breakdown is at the school and also what percentage of minority students are?

MR. MOORE:  I'm going to have to refer to my notes.

SEN. SHORT:  Okay.

MR. MOORE:  If I can find it.  May I ask my panel back here?

SEN. SHORT: Certainly.

MR. MOORE:  It's 58% female, 42% male.

SEN. SHORT:  All right. And the minority population?

MR. MOORE:  Minority population is about 16%, 17%.

SEN. SHORT:  Have you had, do you have any kind of a program ongoing to increase the minority population?  I know that most of the schools have struggle with it.

MR. MOORE:  We have, and I don't know if you're aware of the cultural diversity programs that have been tremendously enhanced and programmatically made Coastal increase the awareness of the university in terms of multi-cultural activities on campus, and I think we've gone a long way.  You may not have seen them addressed here in Columbia, but our local newspapers have raised the bar and awareness in terms of multi-cultural activities and events and sponsorships.  And I think one of the leading thing, Dr. Enlin received reports last night from the, I can't recall the name of the organization, but it was to do with the his work for the university in raising multi-cultural awareness.

SEN. SHORT:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Rep. Littlejohn?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Moore.

MR. MOORE:  Yes, sir.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  I noticed where several of the Board members were born out of the state, and I think that's great that you ended up in South Carolina for various reasons, the out of state kids coming in, the 34%, where do we draw the line on seeking out of state students?  Because I think that's a big benefit to have kids coming in from out of state because it adds to the mix, but where do we draw the line on in state and out of state?

MR. MOORE:  That's a very difficult and that's a very debatable question that you've raised.  On the one hand, of course, the out of state students are really helping to fund the shortfalls in terms of increased tuition that they pay.  We are currently, I'm involved with a public/private venture where we are building new dormitories or apartment complex just adjacent to campus, and this is also being a move to house our students who transfer from other areas that have to have bed at the university.  But specifically to answer your question, that's a debatable question.  Where do you draw the line?  In particular, we need these revenues on the one hand, and on the other hand, we try to balance because, you know, part of our mission is we offer courses and course work and degree pursuits that enhance the region, enhance our region in the State of South Carolina.  But I think we do a good job in regards to our marketing efforts.  With that particular ratio, it is working well and is helping us to balance our quote budget at this particular time.  But getting back to your original question, it's debatable as to whether you go 50/50, 40/60, what have you.  I cannot give you a clear answer on that.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Sen. Short?

SEN. SHORT:  I've been up to visit the new facility at Winthrop that's the public/private --

MR. MOORE:  This is very similar, yes, ma'am, and we are working with the developers.  I've been appointed by the president, as I'm a developer myself, to kind of wear another hat and try to economically and efficiently come together in this public/private relationship.

SEN. SHORT:  Winthrop did a beautiful job on the facility there and came in, I think, under budget and under time, which is kind of amazing.

MR. MOORE:  Well, we're at those points as we speak, and we're leasing them up very rapidly and very excited because number one, there's no cost to the university itself, no liability for the university, and there may even be some residual dollars after all debt service on bond are paid.  I'm very excited about this.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Sen. Alexander?

SEN. ALEXANDER:  I have a couple.  I apologize.  I should have asked this earlier.  There was some comment made by one of the individuals about the other campuses or other teaching that you're doing off of campus throughout the counties.

MR. MOORE:  We call it distance learning.  The comment was made earlier with regards to our interaction with other universities.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  I was thinking about your, I'm sorry, I didn't mean to interrupt you, but where you're going to Georgetown and other locations to teach.

MR. MOORE:  What we were finding is there are needs that our particular campus located somewhat in the heart away from the beach and geographically probably thirty miles north and south of the sites my colleague mentioned, so consequently, you're having persons moving into the area that would like to take benefit of college credit courses, so we are finding that the demand is asking us to provide these services in other locations.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Do you not feel that you're competing with the technical colleges in their mission in going to these other locations?

MR. MOORE:  I misunderstood your question.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Do you feel that you're competing with the technical colleges?

MR. MOORE:  No, sir.  The particular courses that are asked for in these geographic locations are college credit courses, whereby you have people that work in the food service industry or hospitality industry, and we're working with those individuals that want to finish a degree that are in these other locations.  The tech center has their main campus right next to our campus, so consequently, what we see is we're serving a need.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Mentioning that y'all have campuses back-to-back, is there anything that y'all do that y'all cooperate on building-wise, anything that the technical and Coastal Carolina do together?

MR. MOORE:  We do have some interactive programs.  I know our nursing program, we train the basic courses and Georgetown Tech provides the remainder.  We put up the core courses for nursing.  I know that program in particular, and I think some of the engineering or pre-engineering course work, so there is a lot of reciprocity in there.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Do you share a library together by chance?

MR. MOORE:  Yes, sir.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Congratulations.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  No other questions, thank you, sir.

MR. MOORE:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  That concludes Coastal Carolina.  What is the pleasure of the Committee as there are all seats at large?

SEN. SHORT:  Favorable.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Favorable.

REP. HINES:  Second.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Second by Rep. Hines, a motion by Sen. Short that we approve all the candidates.  At this time, I declare all of the screening eligible and on the 3/6/03, which is March the 6th, next Thursday at 12:00, you may seek support for your various seats.  You may stay if you like.  If not, you may go.  Our next screening process will take on South Carolina State University and First District, Seat 1, is Mr. Arnold Collins and Mr. Collins, are you Mr. Collins?

MR. COLLINS: Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  We had you down unable to attend.

MR. COLLINS:  I worked it out.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Oh, you made it.

MR. COLLINS:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Oh, okay.  Well, good.  Please raise your right hand, Mr. Collins.  The information given here today will be the truth, so help you God?

MR. COLLINS:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Collins, do you have any illness that we need to be made aware of?

MR. COLLINS:  No, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sir, do you hold any other positions, elected or appointed, in your community that has dual officer?

MR. COLLINS:  None that constitutes dual officer.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  And do you have any job relation or professional contacts that would cause any conflicts of interest?

MR. COLLINS:  None, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead, sir.  Go ahead with your short statement.

MR. COLLINS:  My name is Arnold Collins.  Mr. Chairman, thank you and members of the committee for allowing me this opportunity to serve on the Board of the South Carolina State University.  As you know, I've served as past chairman and currently I serve as the finance chairman of the university.  It's been, I had the privilege of serving originally in 1983, having been appointed by the Governor at that time and came back on the Board -- and served from '83 to '89.  Then I came back somewhere around '95, I think it was.  So I have an extensive civic life.  I like to serve.  I like to help young people.  My children both went to South Carolina State.  My son's a graduate.  I'm very proud of what he's doing.  I'm just happy to serve and I'll be glad to answer any questions that you may have.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions from any committee members of Mr. Collins?  Sen. Short?

SEN. SHORT:  I know you're in the process of seeking a permanent president at this time.  How is that process going and you've had several over the last few years.  Could you address that as to why you think you've had so much turnover and what the Board is doing to try to overcome those kinds of things?

MR. COLLINS:  Senator, by the process now, let me answer your first part.  The process now, we're being very thorough.  As you know, we've got six candidates and we just recently, you may not know, just recently opened the process again for ten days.  We're working with the Budget and Control Board.  We need to be very, very thorough this time around.  To answer your other question, it's been unfortunate that we've had the turnover we've had.  I serve as finance chair, and I'm working very closely with our Board to get us to change our focus.  What I mean by that is, our teachers teach well, students do well, our athletes are great, the financial management, not mismanagement, that would be financial management has been our problem.  And I think historically the academicians who are present just perhaps had conflict.  I'm speaking from my standpoint.  Just had, they're not as strong in handling six to a hundred million dollar budget and collectively, we have a hundred million dollar budget, and that's been our problem.  So I'm working with our Board now.  My purpose in looking for the next president is a 60/40 combination, if you will, a sixty percent financial person and a forty percent academicians.  And I think all the people are wonderful, but I think they're just, I think we need a stronger financial management, and that's what we're putting our emphasis on now.

SEN. SHORT:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Did I understand you to say that you chair the finance committee now?

MR. COLLINS:  Yes, sir.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  And how long have you been chairman of the finance committee?

MR. COLLINS:  A year, year and a half, maybe.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  So prior to that?

MR. COLLINS:  I was chairman of the Board.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Of the Board.  And your financial situation there, now how would you describe that?

MR. COLLINS:  The financial situation is challenged, as all schools.  We try to grow our enrollment.  There's a minimum. There's a certain level by which you cannot exceed in raising tuition and continue to grow and grow, so that's a challenge.  You know about the financial cutbacks in all the budgets the schools are facing.  So we've got some challenges, but I subscribe to the theory that when the tide is low, it also creates opportunities, and we're hitting everything head-on.  We just announced a fifteen day furlough.  You may have heard.  This Board is very pro-active.  We're watching the numbers very closely, and we're just looking at the opportunities as challenges.  We're going to cut back the fat where it exists, and we're just going to get lean and mean and then grow again.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Rep. Hines.

REP. HINES:  I would like for you, if you would, to tell us about your student enrollment in regards to maybe the quality of students you're getting.  I know at one time, I'm a graduate of South Carolina State, and I can recall those years we was busting out of the seams with enrollment from out of state and in state.  Can you address that now so far as student enrollment, quality of the students and the like?

MR. COLLINS:  Well, I would imagine that the competition is a lot greater now than when you were in school a few years ago, so we're dealing with competition.  Quality, our quality is good.  We have a number of students who achieve 1,100 on the SAT.  We have, as you know, the total person is just more than just the academic.  We create an image at South Carolina State.  We bring students who are first in the family to come to our school.  We give them tremendous opportunities.  They go on to major universities to get their masters and PhD.  We've got an outstanding grad.  As you know, we have a number of generals in the military.  We just have some, from military to athletic, to academics, we have an outstanding alumni.  We are very fortunate to have former Chief Justice Finney serving.  We're very proud of a number of people, so we've created an image at South Carolina State.  Our SAT scores are increasing.  And again, the quality of our students, scholastically, is increasing as well.  I hope I answered the question.

REP. HINES:  I'm just so proud to hear that excellent report.

MR. COLLINS:  Oh yes, and I think I want to draw your attention to some of the previous reports on performance based funding.  South Carolina State did very, very well.  In the performance based funding, you are challenged and you're graded on a number of issues, but we did well for the school, for the report card on performance based funding, so we're increasing the quality of our students, the number of our students, and we have not forgotten our mission.  That's to serve the, the least of those, serve a lot of the first in the family.

REP. HINES:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Thank you, sir.

MR. COLLINS:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Edward Polite was a candidate for this position and he has withdrawn.  That leaves Mr. Collins unopposed.  He withdrew February 21, 2003, by letter.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Mr. Chairman, is that, what is the law on that?  Are we silent to that if someone withdraws?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  If the candidate, who is the incumbent, withdraws.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Okay.  Only if it's the incumbent.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  The incumbent, not a --

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Not a challenger.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Not a challenger.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Okay.  I just couldn't remember.  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  At this time, we'll hear from the Second District, Seat 2, Rev. Samuel B. Glover.  Raise your right hand, sir.  The information given here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth?

REV. GLOVER:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have any illnesses the Committee needs to be made aware of?

REV. GLOVER:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sir, do you hold any other positions in the community that would constitute dual officer holder?

REV. GLOVER:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Does your background and professional or business, does it constitute any kind of conflict of interest by serving on the Board?

REV. GLOVER:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sir, go ahead with a short statement.

REV. GLOVER:  Mr. Chairman, other distinguished guests, certainly I appreciate the opportunity to be here.  I am a graduate of South Carolina State University twice.  I am a retired Colonel of the South Carolina National Guard.  I have three kids, twenty years worth of business experience.  I presently serve as the secretary of the Board.  This is my, will be my second term on the Board if elected to that, to the Board.  I also served as the chairman of the facilities and the public safety committee on the Board.  And I echo everything Mr. Collins said.  We certainly have our challenges from a funding standpoint, as all of you know what our situation there is.  I guess one of our greatest challenges from a funding standpoint is educating our constituents that there is a requirement for funding beyond what we get from the state, and that is that we've got to continue to go after private funding to the maximum extent possible, and that's certainly one of the areas that we have been focusing on of lately, and we will certainly continue to do that.  We're certainly happy that enrollment is one of upturn.  If you've had an opportunity to read the newspapers lately, that's one of the things we're happy about and retention is certainly there along with that.  In addition to that, I have some sinus problems here obviously, but we are certainly in the process of looking for a new president, and we're certainly looking and hoping to get someone with the right kind of vision, the kind of vision that will take us to the next level that obviously we want to get to.  From a facility standpoint, we have some problems there because our facilities are in much need of repair, and probably some of you are aware of that.  We're working that challenge, and it's a very difficult challenge because of our funding situation.  And I'll just back up to enrollment.  We are certainly paying attention to the larger universities as they say they want to focus more on research and increase their enrollment requirements.  Well, we were just in a Board meeting a few days ago and, you know, one of the things I mentioned to our enrollment individuals was there was an opportunity for us right there if the Clemsons and the Universities of South Carolina, Medical University plan to increase their standards to such a high level that there certainly will be opportunities for us to go after those students and most of them will certainly be in state students, so we certainly will invite that challenge and look forward to potentially getting some of those students and not have them possibly go out of state to other universities.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Rep. Littlejohn?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Glover, Sen. Short referred to the Board of Regencies to govern the education of South Carolina.  How do you feel about a Board of Regencies overseeing the educational goals in South Carolina?

REV. GLOVER:  Well, it would certainly be one that I would like to have an opportunity to study and take a look at.  I am aware that, I guess most other states probably have, not probably, but do have such a board in charge, but you know, here again, each individual, each university certainly have their own, certainly have their own unique situations and would have the need to have their particular needs met and as much attention paid to them as possible.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  I realize that, but don't you think we need a board carrying us to all, there are some overall objectives that we need to accomplish in the educational field for South Carolina.  Would you think a board could certainly be positive in that area?

REV. GLOVER:  Well, I, you know, I certainly think that there are both positives and negatives.  You know, I would just like an opportunity to look at it and see, you know, what the encompass in doing that.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  We have all kind of duplications in South Carolina costing tax payers tremendous amounts of money.  If that could be eliminated, do you feel like it's possible?

REV. GLOVER:  I certainly would agree that there are certainly duplications in efforts in a lot of arenas, yes.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Short?

SEN. SHORT:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  You mentioned that you chair the facilities committee now.  A couple of years ago, you had a very serious problems with one of the dorms at South Carolina State.  What have you done to address that, and what you do you continue to do to try and deal with that, especially since your student population has increased?

REV. GLOVER:  Well, you're referring to south campus, and we have since sold that facility.  It was an off campus situation, a motel that the university bought some time ago.  But certainly our focus now is, number one, our safety concern with the facilities that we have now and maximizing every dollar that we can possibly get to go into the areas to make certain that we have, number one, safe facilities, of course, and certainly the best facilities that we can provide with the kind of funding that we have available to make that happen.

SEN. SHORT:  Have you looked at all at the public/private partnerships that, as Coastal is doing now, is just completed that?

REV. GLOVER:  Yes, ma'am.  We are in the process of looking at that as we speak with the hopes that we would have been further along than we are, but it's a slow process, particularly having to look at all of our funding situations to determine at what point we can get that, but we are certainly looking at that, yes, ma'am.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any others?  Sen. Alexander?

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Kind of following up on Rep. Littlejohn there and understanding that taking SC State out of this mix of discussion, does your Board ever, in talking about I guess state funding, has the issue of the number of institutions that are funded by the state come up as a matter of how it would be a way to generate additional funds that could come to SC State if that was reduced, the number that the state was having to support?  In other words, we've got thirty-some-odd institutions, I think, that we fund in South Carolina, thirty-three institutions of higher learning, giving SC State is certainly a major part of our mission, as USC and the Medical University and Clemson and Coastal Carolina now, have y'all given any discussion as a way that might help the financial situation with the State of South Carolina to provide y’all additional money if we didn't have as many institutions of higher learning in South Carolina?  Has that ever come up in any of your --

REV. GLOVER:  No, sir.  We haven't had such a discussion.  I guess I can say that I would hope that if there were not the number of state supported institutions then it would thereby possibly increase our funding.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Do you know a ballpark of the amount of resident students versus commuting students you have at SC State?

REV. GLOVER:  Ballpark, I would probably say 80%, 85%, most of our students are resident students.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.

REV. GLOVER:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Rep. Hines.

REP. HINES:  There are those in our state, state minorities have said that South Carolina State had lost so much more comparing to any of the neighboring states like North Carolina and Georgia as it related to the land grant and mission that South Carolina State at one time truly had when professors from South Carolina State University were in collaboration with professors from Clemson and collected scholar reports as it relates to research.  It said that they lost so much of admission and those are going as far as to say at one point in time that it more or less was going towards like a military school and that we've had so many people that graduate from that school are so successful and achieving high rank in the military with the Admin of Justice Finney being there now, you may have already spoken of this, you said the trend might be changing.  That we might can strengthen some of those traditional programs that we had in the past.

REV. GLOVER:  Well, you know, I certainly agree whole heartedly with you.  You know, I envision that as an opportunity, not only for us to have collaborative efforts with them but also to save some potential funding in some areas.  We just got finished announcing a large grant with the Medical University of Charleston and from my understanding, several things should be happening right around the corner with the University of South Carolina.  My wife is a professor at the University of South Carolina, and she certainly, one of the things that I know of is the collaborative efforts that's going on between school public health and the 1890 program as we speak in trying to do some of those things that you were talking about, because there are tremendous amounts, there are a tremendous amount of funds available out there, and a lot of them, the University and South Carolina State just can't handle by themselves, and as a result of connecting with some of the larger universities, i.e. Clemson or the Medical University or the University of South Carolina, will allow us to be involved in some of those opportunities for funding and also allow out students the opportunity for some research in some of those areas and to further their expertise by going to graduate school and doctoral programs in those particular areas.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Mr. Glover, can you tell me the percentage of, or would you know the percentage of students who graduated in four years at South Carolina State?

REV. GLOVER:  I'm not 100% sure on that.  I think we're somewhere in the 70%.  The last figure I saw, which was probably two years ago, and that's just, you know, a guess at that.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Okay.  Any other questions?  Thank you, sir.

REV. GLOVER:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Joseph C. Sanders, Second District, Seat 2, Mr. Joe C. Sanders.  Mr. Sanders, please raise your right hand.  The information you give here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you?

MR. SANDERS:  I do.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sir, do you have any illness that the Committee needs to be made aware of?

MR. SANDERS:  Nothing.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any professional or business that would constitute a dual office holder should you be elected to this Board?

MR. SANDERS:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Excuse me, a conflict of interest?

MR. SANDERS:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have any appointment or elected that would cause dual office holder?

MR. SANDERS:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  You may go ahead, sir, with a short statement.

MR. SANDERS:  My name is Joseph Sanders, and I want to thank the Chairman and this committee for having me to speak to this Board of Trustee issue.  Having twenty-seven years of business to this effort where I created and grew several companies, and I think we need management and a business approach also to this Board, and I think that's what I can give to it.  And I also bring some resources.  I created the Joe Sanders Scholarship Fund in the mid '80s to South Carolina State College, my alma-mater and also did the same thing for Benedict, Allen, Fulmer, and Claflin.  I funded each of those with $100,000 bond on each.  So I've always known that when you could give back something and that these finances were necessary from alums and people who were friends of the university.  I also established a Dean Vincent Scholarship Fund in the mid '80s, who was the former dean of men when I was there and was so helpful to me, so we did something in his honor.  And I did the Presidential Endowment Fund in the late '90s.  A sort of funds to, there were a lot of things that the President could not use the operating fund for, and I thought it would be a good idea to have a little special fund that he could tap into to do certain things that he couldn't do out of that, so I raised $111,000 for that effort.  If elected, and even if not elected, I would like to work with the Board.  There are a group that I want to form.  We're going to call it the Friends of South Carolina State University and this group will be made up of the businessmen from Orangeburg, and I don't  think we've tapped into those resources.  Somebody mentioned that we have about a hundred million dollar budget there and we spend it with them, and we don't get much back from them, so I'm going to try to cultivate that effort.  They may be friendly to college in this downturn.  And to try to raise some more money.  There is also a local company that I'm going to cultivate a relationship with to come and take care, donate their services to take care of our grounds.  The, we're so short of lawnmowers and stuff like that, that the campus just needs a lot of help, and they have this group there that we might be able to get them to donate their services to do that whole project, and that will save us some money to put into a lot of places.  And I think there were some partnerships will be able to create some incubation to bring us some more revenues and some expertise to our campus.  And those are some of the things that I have in mind for our university.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any Committee members have a question?

SEN. SHORT:  Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Short.

SEN. SHORT:  Sounds like you've given a lot of consideration to financial concerns at South Carolina State.  I wonder if you have looked at any of the programs or if you are aware of any changes that need to be made or if that end of the academic program is something that you've looked at as well?

MR. SANDERS:  Well, what I've looked at is just some management things that we could get a lot more if we manage it a little better.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Rep. Littlejohn.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  I see where you went from real estate to a rancher.  What makes you qualified to be a rancher?

MR. SANDERS:  That's something else, isn't it?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  What do you raise?

MR. SANDERS:  Black Angus.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Black Angus.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?

REP. HINES:  That's made, it's kind of unique for us to be in the ranching business.

MR. SANDERS:  Say it again now?

REP. HINES:  Littlejohn mentioned that's kind of unique for us to be in the ranching business.

MR. SANDERS:  Us farmers?

REP. HINES:  Well, we used to be called a colored.

MR. SANDERS:  Yeah, I could tell you a little story about that.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  You raise any white face?

MR. SANDERS:  No.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Hereford?

MR. SANDERS:  No.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Well, I want to commend you.  If you want to make some contributions up towards our way, you seem like you're a good fund raiser.  I want to commend you for your efforts which you've already done at the South Carolina State University.  Thank you, sir.

MR. SANDERS:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Fourth District, Seat 4, Dr. John H. Corbitt.  Dr. Corbitt, the information given here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?

DR. CORBITT:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Dr. Corbitt, do you have any illness that the Committee needs to be aware of that you might make us aware of?  Do you have any illnesses?

DR. CORBITT:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  How about personal or business conflicts that would cause a conflict of interest to serve?

DR. CORBITT:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  How about any kind of appointments or elections through your community that would cause a dual office holder?

DR. CORBITT:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead, sir.

DR. CORBITT:  Honorable Chairman, it's good to be here, and I'm excited about serving on the Board of Trustees, at my alma-mater, South Carolina State University.  I've served for two years.  I've served with a lot of enthusiasm.  I served on two of the committees of the Board; the academic affairs and the student services committee.  I'm a former college professor, so that's sort of down my line.  And we worked with the academic affairs committee to kind of trim some things.  We have sixty majors now.  We think we can get by with less than that, so we're working on that with the institution.  On the student service committee which I serve on, we gave the staff our committee did, some ideas about recruitment, and they accepted those ideas and our enrollment increased this past year, so I think we're doing some good things there.  I'm from Greenville.  We're very proud of the doctoral program as part of the University in Greenville and the doctoral program is doing quite well.  We recommend to the university that they form an advisory committee and they've done that for the doctoral program, so that's going quite well, including the program that’s in Greenville.  As a trustee, I helped to set the profile for the new president, and I want to be there to help see that through, so I'm excited about what we're doing and look forward to hopefully serving another four years.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any Committee, Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I see you've been on since 2001; is that right?

DR. CORBITT:  Yes, sir.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  What has been the biggest, once you went on the Board, what has been the biggest surprise to you during your two years or two and a half years?

DR. CORBITT:  Well, seeing the problems of the university.  We have a serious problem with our property, the buildings are really rundown.  That was kind of shocking to see that.  The buildings are really, and I think we're really using the funds that we have with the best we can, but the buildings, a lot of the buildings are rundown, so that was certainly a surprise to me.  That we don't have the resource to keep up the buildings on the campus.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  You were a graduate there?

DR. CORBITT:  Yes, sir.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  How does the campus compare now to then, as far as the size and the number of buildings in the physical plant, just as a --

DR. CORBITT:  The school has grown greatly.  When I was there, we had about 1,200 students and now it's almost 5,000, so it's grown greatly.  But academics has grown also greatly, and we have a good teaching program there.  Plenty of PhDs, good teaching.  We just need some more funds to help with the buildings and so forth.  The other institutions, comparative institutions, historical back state schools like North Carolina Central, for example, came and got our Dean of Business and paid about twice the money that she was getting there, that kind of thing, competing with other schools like that.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?

SEN. SHORT:  Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Short.

SEN. SHORT:  Since the facilities have been a problem at South Carolina State, has there been a significant change in your maintenance program for the facility?

DR. CORBITT:  Yes.  That's one of our big priorities now.  We have seven committees on trust, I serve on two, but I also attend the meetings of the other five committees and one of those is the facility committee.  We've put our extra resources to get that cleaned up.  That's one of our priorities to make sure that the rooms are back on line and that we try to take care of all the environmental problems that we have at the university.

SEN. SHORT:  Do you know how the lottery money that South Carolina State University received was used?

DR. CORBITT:  Yes.  It's, I think there was some money used, that we can use in general, a general funds, for scholarship programs.  It's been used as directed by the Legislature.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Thank you, sir.  At this time, I'm going to ask Mr. James H. Owens, Fourth District, Seat 4.  Mr. Owens, please raise your right hand.  The information given here today to be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR. OWENS:  Yes.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Owens, is there, do you have any illness the Committee needs to be made aware of that would keep you from serving your full capacity?

MR. OWENS:  None that I'm aware of.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have a professional or business background that might cause any conflicts of interest if you were to be elected?

MR. OWENS:  None.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you hold any appointed or elected positions in your community that you need to resign that would cause a conflict of interest?

MR. OWENS:  No.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead, sir.

MR. OWENS:  Good morning to the Chairman and distinguished panel.  I'm just honored to have the opportunity to come before you today and seek this position.  My heart runs deep for the university.  I am a graduate.  Both of my parents graduated from the university.  Both of my brothers graduated from the university.  My wife is a graduate, so I believe guarding the blue.  I'm here today because my alumni, I'm simply answering a call and rallying to her call.  My candidacy is really simply, I believe that we have to get about the business of the Board members of providing leadership and a vision for the university.  I believe that fund raising, and I heard it this morning and I guess it's been confirmed, fund raising is the critical issue at South Carolina State University, and to me it's an area where I believe I provide some expertise.  I spent the past few years as chairman of the upstate United Negro College Fund drive in Greenville, Anderson and Spartanburg, where we've raised over $100,000 each year.  And we've done this on a part-time basis. I have found that in the business community, there are corporations who are willing to partner with a university to provide financial assistance.  If we're able to raise the finances and revenue at the university, we're able to address a whole lot of problems.  We can fix the dorms.  We can provide a higher quality of education.  And quite frankly, we can go in and enhance a current program that we offer in our curriculum.  We can go in and provide a better quality of education, and then go beyond that and expand.  I would like to see the university grow to a point that we begin to offer a curriculum that would become a niche or unique to the university itself that our kids can find only at our university.  And by doing this, we will be able to attract the higher quality student. Then the kids that make 1,200, 1,300, 1,400 are going to come to our university because we have so much exciting for them to offer.  But again, I think the basis is, we have to be able to fund raise.  I think we have to tap into our alumni and tap into the corporate world.  Our alumni need to be excited again.  They need to be rejuvenated and as a Board member, it would be my desire and my intent to travel this state and be involved in that process in talking to the alumni and getting them excited about contributing to our university and making it strong again.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Questions?  Rep. Littlejohn.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Owens, according to your statement and what you gave us, your family's pretty well grounded at SC State; is that correct?

MR. OWENS:  Yes, sir.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  In 1979, when you graduated, you described the school as the most beautiful landscaped campus in America.  Is that true today?

MR. OWENS:  Unfortunately, I don't think it compares today, no.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Would you like to comment on the last twenty-five years?

MR. OWENS:  As far as the campus?  Of course, when I was there in the mid '70s, I thought it was just the most campus in the world.  It attracted me when I went there on a visit, and it was just such a beautifully landscaped campus.  The curriculum was strong.  Our athletics was very strong.  I spent four of the best years of my life there.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Are you saying as a teenager you saw other things then instead of the school?

MR. OWENS:  I saw what?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Other things instead of the school?

MR. OWENS:  I saw it all.  I think the biggest thing that attracted me there was that the ratio of girls to guys was about nine to one.  I figured I had a pretty good chance there.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  On a more serious note, you know, the school has definitely gone down.  What do you contribute to that?

MR. OWENS:  I don't know if I could put my finger on any one thing, but I do know that fund raising should be a big part of the university.  To me, I find it almost embarrassing that we are having trouble raising money, to be honest with you.  I think it's just leadership.  I think if we get good leadership with a good vision, that can provide a short term, as well as a long term, vision for the school, I think we have to break it down to a point that we know how that school looks, feel, smell, taste, five, ten, twenty years from now, and that begins with a good vision and a good plan. We've had some problems with turnover.  I think Mr. Powers addressed that earlier.  I think we've tended to trend more toward the academic type, and it's a business.  And we need someone who is going to run the school with a business background to be able to propel it to the next level.  And I think our Board should be reflective also.  I think our Board -- I have a business background.  I'm a State Farm agent in Greenville.  I love marketing.  That's what I do, and I would love to apply my skills to this Board and be able to attract revenue for the university.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?

REP. HINES:  I believe so.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Rep. Hines.

REP. HINES:  That's quite interesting your comments you made about your former alma-mater.  Do you foresee that a reversal might be made to inspire those programs that was once there, initiated again?  I'm sure you know about the programs I'm talking about.  We've lost primarily all of them, I believe.  When I went to school there, we had a nursery.  We had a beef cattle farm, diary cattle farm, swine farm, you know, the pros are real strong.  I said we had the best in collaboration with Clemson, the best in writing scholar reports.  How much do you see us regaining some of that?  I believe you may have alluded to some of that in your comments.

MR. OWENS:  I can assure you that if I'm elected to this Board a lot of good things will happen.  I believe that or I wouldn't be here.  I think we have to get creative, we have to get innovative, we have to think outside the box.  We have to start asking the questions what if and why not.  When we're able to do that, then we're going to be able to excite people, and I believe that the university will one day again be a beacon of light in the State of South Carolina.  I do believe that.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Short.

SEN. SHORT:  Mr. Chairman.  I don't know whether sixty majors is a lot for a fairly small school or not, but it kind of sounds like a lot.  Have you looked at all at the academic program and which majors are the most successful and whether or not there need to be significant changes in the academic program?

MR. OWENS:  At this point, I have not looked specifically, no.  I do know that we have a very good business department and some other departments that I came through at the time that I came through the university.  I think, again, when you raise revenue, you are able to go in and look at all of your program, and if they need infusion, you've got the dollars to do that.  And I've talked to some folks who have partly or are involved with other universities.  One thing I would like to do as a Board member is to bring in a blue ribbon panel of professionals who have access to other universities.  There's no need of reinventing the wheel.  There are a lot of universities out there that do a lot of great things, and we just have to go out and tap into that and bring revenue into the university so we can expand those programs, and then have more than sixty, maybe a hundred and sixty.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.  First, let me clarify.  Were you and Rep. Hines, were y'all classmates at SC State?

MR. OWENS:  I'll let him answer.

REP. HINES:  I think his father may have been my classmate.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  I was giving him the comment.  I was also wanting to know, your degree was in political science?

MR. OWENS:  Yes.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  And you're a State Farm agent?

MR. OWENS:  Yes.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  How did you make that move over from that standpoint.

MR. OWENS:  Interesting.  I interviewed with State Farm when I was in college, and these are the kind of programs that I would like to try to bring back to the university.  At that time, we had a lot of corporations that came in and worked with students.  I was a part of an internship program, so I interned with State Farm in college and then when I graduated, I've been with them for twenty-three years now.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  But the other final question is that you may have heard my question earlier about if you take off the table SC State and research institutions, do you have a vision or thought as to the number of institutions that we fund in South Carolina and the amount of money that's going into higher education versus a return, I guess we're getting for those dollars in those other institutions?

MR. OWENS:  I'm not sure if I understand your question.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Well, in other words, we have thirty-three institutions that we're funding.  If we say we definitely need to keep SC State and the research institutions and several other ones, do you think that is a way that we can continue to increase the funding to SC State is by decreasing the number of institutions that we as a state fund at higher money?

MR. OWENS:  My personal belief is, and I don't know if I'm going to answer your question with this, but I would like to see the university move to the point that the monies that come from the Legislature are not what makes or breaks us.  I think once we attract the dollars at the university, we make ourselves independent and strong.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other Committee members?  Thank you, sir.  That concludes South Carolina State University.  At this time, a motion that we screen the candidates qualified.

REP. HINES:  So moved.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Motion by Rep. Hines.

SEN. SHORT:  Second.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Second.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Second by Short and Alexander.  We declare South Carolina State University, Seat 1, Seat 2, District One, District Two, District Four candidates are screened and eligible and may seek support on March the 6th at 12:00.  That's next Thursday week.  You may stay if you like.  If not, you're welcome to go.  At this time, we will -- anybody need to take a short break?  We'll proceed on then.  University of South Carolina.  We'll go to the Fourth Circuit.  This is the seat vacated by the death of Board Trustee Dupree Miller.  Mr. Miller served well as a Board member in that District, and at that time, we would like to hear from the Governor's appointee, Mr. John Long.  Mr. Long, raise your right hand, sir.  The information given here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR. LONG:  Yes.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Long, do you have any illnesses that the Committee needs to be made aware of?

MR. LONG:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Professional or business conflicts that would cause or constitute a conflict of interest to serve?

MR. LONG:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Okay.  Do you hold any elected or appointed positions in your neighboring community that would cause a dual officer holder?

MR. LONG:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead, sir.

MR. LONG:  Okay.  Thank you, Chairman Phillips, committee members, members of the committee.  It is an honor and a privilege to come before you today to state my desire to continue to serve on the University of South Carolina Board of Trustees.  My name, of course, is John Long.  I live in Cheraw, South Carolina and am currently president of Century Bank & Trust there in Cheraw.  I'm a 1976 graduate of the university.  My wife Brawn, of twenty-five years is also a graduate of the university, and my daughter Heather is currently a sophomore there.  This past August I was asked to fill the unexpired term of the Late Dupree Miller.  At the time of my appointment, I was serving on the South Carolina Housing Finance and Development Board.  After approximately three months on the Board, I was encouraged by several members to seek the permanent position in 2003.  Over the past six months, I have worked hard to learn as much as possible .  I've been working with the Board in my duties on various committees.  I currently serve on the fiscal policy committee, the health affairs committee, and the student liaison committee.  It has been an honor and a privilege to serve on the Board, but also a great responsibility.  If elected, I promise to continue to work hard and take the time to make informed decisions during this important time of the life of the university.  I would greatly appreciate your favorable consideration in this matter.  Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions?  Rep. Littlejohn.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Long, we have thirty or forty professors at USC that aren't teaching any classes at all.  How do you feel about that?

MR. LONG:  Well, Rep. Littlejohn, having been just on the Board, certainly I'm trying to learn as much as I can, and this time that I've been there, that's what I've been trying to do.  Let me just say that I think that in the economic climate that we're in right now, I think every area of the university needs to be looked at to make sure we're maximizing the resources that we have.  And I think that if that is out of line with what other universities of comparable size and admissions of ours are doing or not doing, then that's something we certainly need to look at.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.  I understand you're just on the Board.  How many campuses does USC have?

MR. LONG:  I'm not exactly, I want to say -- I know we have Lancaster.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Well, let me just ask you this.

MR. LONG:  Okay.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Has there been any discussion among the Board, and you talked about the difficult financial times, is there any discussion among the Board officially, unofficially, whatever, about looking at the number of campuses you have and the number of students that are being served by these universities, if that is getting the best of the dollars you have in higher education at USC?

MR. LONG:  In the meetings that I've been, there's been no official discussion as far as our satellite campuses, if that's the correct word to call them.  I've been hushed a couple of times when I've said satellite or whatever, so I'm not sure what the appropriate word is, but I do believe, and I raised an issue in the one of the meetings, as we look towards becoming a research university as it's being proposed, I think that we've got to look at each and every campus, because I think one of the things you mentioned a while ago is the mission of our tech schools.  Where are we conflicting with our tech schools.  Now, y'all have been in politics a lot longer than I have, not in politics, but --

SEN. SHORT:  If you’re running for this, you’re definitely in politics.

MR. LONG:  Closing down or starting to talk about somebody's campus in their District, you know, that becomes a difficult situation, but I do believe that that's something that we need to look at and make sure that we're maximizing our dollars, and the universities and the satellite campuses that are out there and really performing need to be encouraged.  And if there's some, as I said again, that are competing with our tech schools, we need to look at that, too.  And I think we need to make some tough decisions as we move forward and where we're headed with the, with the, or if we head in that direction with the research university.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Short.

SEN. SHORT:  I was, frankly, a little distressed to see the newspaper article that John Palms, as good as he was, is continuing to pursue the $200,000 salary while we're also paying somebody else over $200,000.  If you could, address that briefly and then also address the request for the proposal that the university has in conjunction with the other two research universities.

MR. LONG:  Well, when I came on the Board, I think it may have actually been my second board meeting, the discussion came up about approving this agreement or whatever.  I voted in favor of it.  Quite frankly, the reason I did was that I didn't feel I had enough information to have an argument against what they were trying to do.  I do think that there was some deep discussions about, if deep is the right word, there were some strong discussions about what the agreement should be, and I think when you leave a board meeting and you vote for something, it should be a consensus, and I think that's where it finally got to.  But I do believe it’s right Senator, I mean do I believe it would be right to say yeah, I think it was absolutely wrong.  They shouldn't have done it.  Quite frankly, I don't know the history of why they got there and why they voted on that.  I certainly think, just like paying football coaches, I mean, you need to look at what's in the best long term interest, not only for the university but for the tax payers, and how does it look when you're in this type situation and you put out that kind of money, and then you turn around and talk about the cuts you're having to make on the other side.  Certainly it doesn't look good.  But now, the history of it, I really can't answer.

SEN. SHORT:  The difference, since you referenced football coaches, as bad as it is that Carolina has paid so many football coaches over and over again, they weren't at least buying out contracts when they did that to actually have somebody leave, and in this case, they weren't doing that at all.  I mean it sort of, I mean they were planning to stay away for some period of time.  I don't know.  I found it very strange, disheartening.

MR. LONG:  Like I said, I'm not trying to run from answering your question, but I'm not sure exactly how they, like I said, I think it was like my first or second meeting when we voted, and I'm not sure of the history of why they got to that point.  I do know that by the tone of the meeting there was a lot of discussion prior to that about whether they should or shouldn't pay that money.

SEN. SHORT:  What about the proposal for the three research universities to be under a different mission, even though I'm not sure exactly what it's titled?

MR. LONG:  I think that we should explore every avenue of our universities to make sure that we are collaborating to work together instead of overlapping so much as we do.  I will compliment Dr. Sorenson and the other presidents of the other university of at least coming together and trying to discuss some way to better use the resources that we have.  I don't think anything that's put on the table should just be shot down automatically.  Now where we end up with this, I'm not sure.  I think that there's a lot of excitement of Dr. Sorenson in town down here.  You know, I think he just signed an agreement with Midlands Tech to collaborate on a specific program.  I can't remember exactly what it was.  That was in the paper the other day, too.  And then working with the City to try to heal some of the riff that's been there over the last couple of years, and I think just to bring this out, bring it up, bring it on the table to offer something to discuss along with having one board of regions, you know.  I don't know where this will end up, and I think it's a great opportunity and something that we should at least consider and look at.

SEN. SHORT:  Do you have any concern that the university is becoming ileitis to the point that most South Carolina students are not going to be eligible for enrollment there?

MR. LONG:  If I'm, I would hope not because, you know, that is one of the things that as far as our SAT scores, I think there are possibly two camps.  You know, my belief is we shouldn't compete or we shouldn't set our standards because of what another university does.  Quite frankly, if we were where we're now, I probably wouldn't be a graduate of the University of South Carolina, so I think that because of my feelings about the university, that we should continue to serve the majority of South Carolinians that want an education that can qualify, and I don't think we ought to lower our standards, but I think we should look at smart growth and not just raise our SAT requirements just because another university has a higher standard than we do.  I think that's one of our strengths, quite frankly.

SEN. SHORT:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Littlejohn.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Long, in 1996, the Legislature ordered the CAT to come to an answer on parity in funding our schools in South Carolina.  We have yet to do that because of politics, because of lobbyists, and alumni interfering with CHE doing their job.  Dr. Sorenson has certainly said he favors parity.  When do we reach parity in South Carolina?  We have schools that are doing a tremendous job and not getting funded.  You have your other schools that are being over funded and USC is certainly one of those.  You have other schools under funded, yet doing a better job.  An example is all our tech schools.  They're doing a tremendous job, yet they're under funded and doing a much better job than the academic schools.  Where do we, how to we get to parity in South Carolina in funding our schools?

MR. LONG:  Well, I wish I could truthfully answer it.  I do believe that what we've got to do is set out a separate mission for each one of our universities and make sure that they are funding, funded to meet what their mission, so-to-speak, is in the state.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Well, the mission resource requirements are in part of the performance funding that was set up in 1996, but those things have not yet been met.  I just wondered if -- and with all the money we had in the '90s and we have no money now, when are we ever going to have parity in our schools?

MR. LONG:  I think that's a challenge before all of us.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Are you going to stand in the way of parity in changing this performance funding?

MR. LONG:  I don't think I would stand in the way, but I don't know, again, all the history to sit here and say exactly what my position would be down the road.  Because I mean the last six months I've had has been a great opportunity to learn.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  But you would want to see all the schools funded based on their MRR?

MR. LONG:  Yes.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Mission resource requirements?

MR. LONG:  That's right.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  You wouldn't want to see parity of all the schools, no matter what school it is?

MR. LONG:  Excuse me?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  You would want to see parity or equal funding in all the schools in South Carolina?

MR. LONG:  Just straight across the board?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  No, based on their mission.

MR. LONG:  Right.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Based on their mission, we need parity there to fund for each school.  Each school is based on that.  You would want to see that out?

MR. LONG:  Yes.  And one other thing along the lines of -- I think one of the things that I've heard when we talked about the research university or having the three universities under a separate umbrella, so-to-speak, one is the ability to go out and raise monies, and one of the comments I heard, and I don't know how realistic this is, but an example I had was like at Furman University and South Carolina got monies at the same time to build a soccer stadium, and Furman is playing in their soccer stadium now, and we're still in the planning phase of using that money or the stadium that we're going to have and that sort of thing.  And I think that's one of the things that's been discussed, the raising money and being able to react quicker with the funds that we receive.  So I don't know exactly where that goes, but I have heard that as well.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Thank you, sir.

MR. LONG:  Thank you very much.  I appreciate it.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Next candidate is Ms. Flora C. Hopkins.

MS. HOPKINS:  Good afternoon.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Please raise your right hand.  Ms. Hopkins, do you have any illnesses the Committee needs to be made aware of?  Oh, I'm going to swear you first.  The information given here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MS. HOPKINS:  Yes.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have any illnesses the Committee needs to be made aware of?

MS. HOPKINS:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you hold any professional or business contracts that would cause you to have conflicts of interest?

MS. HOPKINS:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  All right.  Do you hold any other elected or funded positions in your community that would cause a dual office holder?

MS. HOPKINS:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead.

MS. HOPKINS:  Thank you.  I appreciate the opportunity to speak to you today and would briefly like to give you just an overview of why I'm interested in this position and why I feel that I could be of some service.  As you know in looking at my credentials, I finished the university a long time ago, over forty-five years as a matter of fact, and have graduated three different times with three different degrees.  I also sent a daughter here that I would remise if I did not say, that graduated and went on and was accepted to Vanderbilt Medical School.  So we feel like in our family that the university has served us well.  I can truly say that since I finished in the early '60s it gets to be a better and better place to be from, and I think that's what we want it to be and be good ambassadors to the university.  The main reason that I'm interested in this is that I feel that with the experience that I've had in the past in public service in a variety of capacities, both serving as an elected school board member and as mayor of the city, I served on the Board of Trustees at Coker College in the past, that with the community service that I have done, that I have reached a point in my life where I could be of some value to the university and it has always been so important to me, that this is why I'm offering at this time.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Thank you.  Any questions of any Committee members?  Rep. Littlejohn.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Ms. Hopkins, you've heard my comments on parity and the performance funding and all.  How do you feel about that?

MS. HOPKINS:  Well, that's a topic that we discuss quite often.  As you know from looking at my resume, I am in public education.  In the area where we live, we have Frances Marion University, Florence-Darlington Tech and of course, we have Coker College, which is private, and then you've got USC Sumter fairly close by.  We sometimes feel that there needs to be a more definitive approach to what each of these institutions is doing.  For example, in the public schools in our vocational programs, we would like to work more closely with Florence-Darlington Tech, for example.  We would like to see them working with Francis Marion.  I've looked at this Board of Regencies in other states and my opinion is there are some ways that we really do need to go back and streamline this.  I find, for example, and I'm not saying this in a critical way, but many of our tech schools seem to view themselves as more like junior colleges.  They are expecting students to take courses for two years and then go on into a four-year college, and I think we would need to go back and look at the original intent of some of these schools, like for example, the campuses of USC.  I think there are about five around the state.  What purpose they serve.  Are they two year or four year, because I think there's a way this could definitely be streamlined and being in education right now, revenue is utmost on our minds and ways that we can improve our serves and streamline our organization.  So yes, sir, I would support that and have thought about it for quite some time.  But I think this is very important.  Not just for the revenue but just from the standpoint of better serving the students of this state.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  You do realize that Francis Marion is probably one of the schools over funded?  You do realize that?

MS. HOPKINS:  I've pretty well kept up with this stuff, yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Rep. Short, excuse me, Sen. Short.

SEN. SHORT:  Are you familiar with the proposal that has just recently come from the three research universities that they be taken out and treated separately under a different commission?

MS. HOPKINS:  Yes.

SEN. SHORT:  Could you tell me what your view is about it?

MS. HOPKINS:  Well, I think it goes back to what I said.  I think we really need to look at what the different missions are.  I know earlier I think you mentioned about, you know, pricing our local South Carolinians out of the market with SAT and that sort of stuff.  I think that's one of the balances that I see that we're going to have to really be careful with, and that is you want to be nationally recognized and you want to be able to compete as it relates to research and you know, being well known and this sort of stuff, but also I think that the public universities in this state really we need to consider how much we need to put out to educate our own students.  I think that's a balance that we're going to have to keep in place.  And this is true even in other states, like I said, the University of North Carolina where the out of state requirements are much more strenuous than those that live in the state.  But to me, I think there's an inherent danger in one group or one organizations being pulled away when you're using the same pot of money basically for that.

SEN. SHORT:  Rep. Littlejohn earlier referenced that there were thirty to forty professors who didn't teach any classes, and I believe you have taught some as an adjunct professor at South Carolina?

MS. HOPKINS:  I have.

SEN. SHORT:  I'm not aware, I was not aware of that so that was a surprise to me, but if that is in fact true, do you think that's a good idea or a bad idea or is that common across universities, or do you know?

MS. HOPKINS:  I don't really know, but I do know that in Darlington County School District, you wouldn't be able to not teach if you were employed.  And I don't know the ins and outs.  That does seem like a large number and yet, not knowing say, for example, like research and other kinds of things that people are doing, but there again, it goes back to the mission of the university.  Are we research based or are we teaching?  You know, I think you have to have a balance between the two and so, you know, say somebody's working on some engineering project or something that's researched based that may or may not be funded by say corporate funding or something else, but if I were one looking at it, I mean involved, I would certainly want to find out what that was about.  The classes that I taught for USC were primarily graduate courses.  I taught at the Coastal campus.  I taught at USC Sumter.  I've taught at USC Aiken.  We,  but those were graduate students and normally class size ranged between twenty-five and thirty, so they got their good out of their adjunct people.

SEN. SHORT:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  With your background in the public schools, I would just be curious.  Do you think that our universities or higher education in general are preparing our young people for the challenges in the work force?

MS. HOPKINS:  As much as it can, because it's so ever changing.  I think that it's, for example, they say that only, in about twenty-five years, only about 10% of what we know now will be of any value to us and so, as it's ever evolving faster and faster, I think we are, and I think also in looking across the boards, public education and universities, what our challenge is going to be is to help students know what to do with the information and to be able to think things through and to utilize that information.  I don't think there's one sacred body of material that every person needs to know to be literate.  A lot of what I learned forty-five years ago is no longer relevant.  You know, so we were disposing of some text books, which is always a very volatile issue, and people wanting to know why, and I say well, it keeps saying one day women will have the right to vote, so we think it's time for that one to go. But yeah, I think that's certainly, you know, something that we need to think about.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other Committee members?  Thank you, ma'am.

MS. HOPKINS:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Richard Jones.

MR. JONES:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Jones, please raise your right hand.  The information given here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR. JONES:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Jones, do you have any ailments that the Committee needs to be made aware of?

MR. JONES:  Not that I know of, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Okay.  Any business or professional that would cause any conflict of interest to be elected?

MR. JONES:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you hold any appointed or elected positions in your community that would cause a conflict of interest?

MR. JONES:  I do serve on the Darlington County Disability and Special Needs Board, which is an appointed position.  I just finished a two year term as chairman, and I believe I would have to resign that for this Board.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  You would, if elected, you would resign?

MR. JONES:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Thank you, sir.  Go ahead with your short statement.

MR. JONES:  Yes, sir.  Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, I'm very happy to be here.  My name is Rick Jones.  I'm an attorney practicing in Hartsville and I've been practicing there since 1985.  Prior to that time, I practiced on the other side of the state over in Oconee County.  I, along with my wife, both went to the University of South Carolina.  I graduated in '73, received a law degree in '76.  My wife graduated in '73 and has a Masters Degree in Speech from the university.  I have served in various capacities of both public and private.  I served on the city and county counsels in McCormick prior to coming to Hartsville.  After coming to Hartsville, I was a city judge for a term.  I've been on various civic and social boards.  In addition to that, I was privileged to be a part of starting a new bank in Hartsville about four years ago.  I feel that I have a wide and variance experience in the number of different segments of the business, professional world and hopefully could offer something to the university.  One of the things I think about the University of South Carolina, of course I have been very proud to be an alumni of South Carolina and give everybody the opportunity to know that every chance that I get.  As all of you certainly well know, we're in troubled financial times, and I think it's going to be an awesome challenge to continue to provide quality education at all these universities given the current financial situation we find ourselves in.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Questions?  Rep. Littlejohn.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Jones, you've heard the comments about parity and all.  USC is certainly at the top of the list over funded.  You and your wife being alumni, do you favor parity for all the schools in South Carolina based on their mission?

MR. JONES:  Yeah, based on their mission, I think that I do.  I think that it's a situation that as you're talking about the various challenges that are facing all segments of government, you're talking about the Board of Regions situation, you have so many diverse universities and colleges in South Carolina.  It's very difficult to fund them equally based upon their performance until they all reach a certain level.  If they're at that level, the job becomes fairly easy.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Well, that's what parity is all about.  There's a point of funding them equally based on their mission, that can be done.  CHE has tried to do that, but their hands have been tied over and over by whoever.

MR. JONES:  Yes, sir.  And I understand that.  Again, I think it's a situation where each university certainly has their mission and their goal and their dedication to providing a quality education of their college.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?

SEN. SHORT:  Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Short.

SEN. SHORT:  He doesn't get off that easy.  That wouldn't seem fair to everybody else.  Do you know what the average SAT score is for a USC student now?

MR. JONES:  I think it's slightly over 1,100, but I don't know the exact number.

SEN. SHORT:  Do you think there's any danger at this point in the university becoming so elite so as to the South Carolina students will have a very difficult time graduating from Carolina or getting into Carolina?  I think once they get there, they're okay.

MR. JONES:  And again, one of the comments of one of the other members, I'm not sure I'd make it in right now.

SEN. SHORT:  Most of the people I know feel the same way.

MR. JONES:  That's right.  But again, I think times are changing.  Our kids are getting smarter.  They're scoring higher and higher on the SAT.  Again, I think the SAT though is only one measure of the potential success of the school.

SEN. SHORT:  I hope it's only one.  I certainly hope we are not putting all our eggs in that one basket now.  Are you familiar with the university's proposal that the research universities be --

MR. JONES:  Just what I've heard in the newspaper.

SEN. SHORT:  Do you have any comment about that proposal and how it might impact the universities?

MR. JONES:  Again, I think sources of funding, as so many of the candidates today have mentioned, are a tremendous challenge.  Separating the research and going after the private dollars is certainly a situation that I think is well worth exploring.  The governing of that particular phase of the university becomes again another section of concern because, as mentioned before, there are too many levels right now of governments, not only in the university section but also in all sections of government.  But I certainly think the sources of funding are requiring unique and challenging efforts to fund additional research facilities.

SEN. SHORT:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Would there be an interest in the way you would do the job as a member of the board to look at the dollars spent on someone's education based on an average as to how it costs say at the main campus versus the satellite campuses?  Should there be a correlation between the cost of operations for students?

MR. JONES:  If I understand, yes, I think there should be.  My understanding of the, again, satellite or regional campuses of the university, they provide an opportunity to get to the point for students who may not be able to afford the main campus to get there so that they can complete their education at the main campus.  Certainly I think there's some duplication of cost in some of those areas, and it may be necessary to do that in order to meet that particular program of the university.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  I was getting ready to say, granted there's a cost.  At what cost or at what time does that cost stop being a benefit to those students and a detriment to the other students that are trying to get their education?

MR. JONES:  Absolutely.  Again, depending on the dimension of the university, I think that there are certainly duplications in the tech area and satellite campuses of the university.  I don't know if I can answer that, but certainly I think that some coordination needs to be looked at in order to make sure that we're getting the most bank for our buck, so to speak.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other Committee members?  Thank you, sir.

MR. JONES:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Karl Smith.

MR. SMITH:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Smith, raise your right hand.  The information given here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR. SMITH:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Smith, do you have any ailments that the Committee needs to be made aware of?

MR. SMITH:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  In your business or professional would not cause any conflicts of interest if you serve on this Board?

MR. SMITH:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you hold any elected or appointed positions within the community that would cause a dual officer holder?

MR. SMITH:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead with your short statement, sir.

MR. SMITH:  Thank you, sir.  I'm here today with my wife Joanne.  This was a family decision for this candidacy for the Board of USC.  I have had a great deal of work experience since graduating from the University of South Carolina in 1975. I attended a year of graduate school.  I then entered the University of South Carolina Law School, which I graduated from in 1978.  Upon my graduation, I worked with the Attorney General's Office before I went into private practice in 1982.  I have been involved in numerous government organizations such as serving as county attorney for Darlington County.  I have served as attorney the Darlington County Water and Sewer.  I have served as an associate professor for Limestone College in Florence teaching classes at night.  I have been involved actively in the South Carolina Bar Association.  I am a member of the Alumni Association.  I am a member of the Gamecock Club.  My family has been, my oldest daughter Jo is at graduate school at USC.  My wife's youngest daughter Laurie is a freshman at USC.  We have two other daughters that are in colleges at this time, so we have four daughters in college.  We have had to practice fiscal conservatism.  I think that our life experiences have taught us a great deal about college life and expenditures necessary for the student to be there, and I feel that those experiences make me a very good candidate for this position.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions for Mr. Smith?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  I have one.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Rep. Littlejohn.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Smith, a Board of Regency has come about as some of the Governor's proposals.  How does higher ed, how do you think the major universities, higher ed, fit into that Board of Regions as far as maintaining their identity?  You think they can do that under a board like that with keeping their mission in mind?

MR. SMITH:  It certainly makes economic sense to try and have something, a governing body like that.  Each university in the state seems to have its own identity, and I think the specific identity that each has dictates the mission for each university.  I believe that -- how large a board would you have to go to?  When you look at the University of South Carolina, there are actually twenty-one board members, if you include the Governor.  You have sixteen judicial circuits.  You have two governor appointments, and you have the president of the Alumni Association.  You also have the Secretary of Education.  That's twenty-one.  I'm certain that Clemson has that many also. But, you know, today we saw that there were six for Coastal Carolina.  Each board has a special attention that it has to focus on in each university and the needs that they have there.  Again, my understanding is that most of these positions serve on a voluntary basis.  It is a, of course, your reported by the General Assembly.  As a Board of Trustee member, you are answering to the General Assembly.  I believe that we actually work for you.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  One last question.  Do you think this is an end run though to keep from being oversighted of losing their authority?

MR. SMITH:  I don't.  I feel like if you put all the universities under one board, it sure does give authority to a very limited number of people, an awful lot of authority when it comes to fiscal budgeting.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Do you question the timing though on this?  Even though there was no talk about the Board of Regency last year, now you come up with these schools wanting to stay out from under it.

MR. SMITH:  Well, you find that in some way, I found when I served for the government as an attorney, you know, when you received funds from an area, you certainly don't want to start giving it away voluntarily, and you're afraid that if you do, if you say look, we don't need that money anymore, we'll just do without, then a time comes when you need it, it's hard to go back and get it.  And in these times with so much debt, the economy is in such stress, you know, I think we're talking about a difficult situation to deal with, and I think we do need fiscal conservatism in looking at things we're doing.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  I would just like to follow-up on one of the questions that Rep. Littlejohn has been asking as far as the number of folk that maybe are on the payroll of any university that are actually not teaching classes.  What would be your philosophy in that regard?

MR. SMITH:  If you're going to receive a paycheck, you should be working.  I feel like at the university we have a tremendous faculty here.  I don't know if the Senator is aware, but there was a campaign over the last seven years where the university sought to raise five hundred million dollars.  Of that amount, twelve million was provided by the faculty and staff.  USC tries to be a family to look out within itself, to support itself and to try to be a good neighbor to Columbia.  I think that's important to be a good neighbor with the city here.  I believe that when you have faculty members that are being paid and they're not working or teaching classes, then I would certainly hope they are on some type of study sabbatical prepare some type of research grant or doing something else that will further the benefit of the university.  If they're not, I think the Board of Trustees and the administration here has to examine that more closely.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?

SEN. SHORT:  Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Short.

SEN. SHORT:  Do you think there is a point that the university could reach where it would no longer be serving the needs of South Carolina students?  I'm referring again to the elitist atmosphere that seems to have permeated not just Carolina but the other research universities as well, and I personally am concerned that we're going to eliminate so many of our students.

MR. SMITH:  I am, too.

SEN. SHORT:  And they won't be able to attend.  Do you think we can go too far in raising academic standards?

MR. SMITH:  Part of the reason I'm here as a candidate was my concern over a young lady, who is the daughter of a good friend of mine in Hartsville.  She was actively involved with the yearbook staff, student government.  She served in official capacity in the student government.  She was a cheerleader.  She was involved in probably about five or six different aspects of high school life.  She wanted badly to come to the University of South Carolina, and her SAT score was only 1,000, and she was not accepted, and she had all this extra curricular activity that took away, even though her grades were significant, her SAT score seemed to be something that when I was making calls for her and making inquiries for her, seemed to be a resounding point over and over.  Well, she didn't have the necessary SAT score.  I learned with my wife's youngest daughter that there were approximately 3,500 freshman in this class.  The average SAT was 1,124.  Now, I would not have gotten in.  I would not have gotten in.  The honors program is something like 1,280, was the SAT.  I think that the University of South Carolina needs to be a school for the children of South Carolina, and I think that we need to be looking at ways for those children to be at the state's university, if they so choose.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions.  Thank you.  I want to say that I certainly enjoyed serving with your father on cross committees in the House when he was a Senator, Bruce Smith.

MR. SMITH:  Actually, he is my brother.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Brother.

MR. SMITH:  And he is very active at Clemson University, so our holidays are lots of fun.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  I didn't know if he was your father or not.

MR. SMITH:  That's all right.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Thank you, sir.

MR. SMITH:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Okay.  Mr. Eugene P. Warr.  Please raise your right hand.

MR. WARR:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  The information given here today will be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR. WARR:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Warr, do you have any ailments or illnesses that the Committee needs to be made aware of?

MR. WARR:  No, sir.  I do not.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Is your professional or business background something that would cause you conflict of interest if you were elected?

MR. WARR:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you hold any appointed or elected position in your community that would cause dual office holder?

MR. WARR:  Mr. Chairman, I am presently serving on the Darlington County Economic Development Board and perhaps that would, and if elected to the Trustee position that I'm pursuing here, then I would I believe  have to resign from that.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Yes, sir.  Go ahead with your short statement.

MR. WARR:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman and Committee, appreciate you all taking the time to come hear all of us today.  My background is basically that I've lived all my life in the small area of Lamar, South Carolina in Darlington County.  Grew up on the farm.  Raised by a mother and father who were both also farmers and raised in farm families.  I'm often asked how is it that having your South Carolina background and why I'm interested in the University of South Carolina with that background, maybe I should be interested in another large school in the state. Basically, the answer to that is my grandfather, many years ago, my Grandfather Warr had polio as a young child, was severely crippled.  He too being raised on a farm, assumed you would not be able to make a living in that state, so he came to the University of South Carolina, graduated with a degree in journalism.  He still went back home and worked on the farm and primarily made his living on the farm anyway.  But he also wrote most of his life with the Charleston newspaper.  Since that time, most people in my family who have gone to college, with an uncle to Clemson now and then, have gone to the University of South Carolina.  I was raised in a family with a big university influence.  I was raised in such a way I suppose to influence on me was that as a young boy I knew that my college days would be at the University of South Carolina.  And so it's a pride knowing my family when I went to school here.  My intention was to go back home, like my father had done, and work on the family farm.  My father tried to tell me that times had changed and that was not a good thing to do, but I went back and learned the hard way and after a year of tough weather, I learned it is hard making a living farming, came back to the university.  Went to law school.  Graduate in 1985.  Went back to Darlington County to work as a lawyer, which I have done since 1985.  During that time, I've continued to do other things and other business ventures.  I've been involved in real estate development for about twelve years, done some other business things trying to make a living in addition to being an attorney.  I found that I don't like sitting behind the desk all the time.  Basically, I believe the experiences I've had in working as a lawyer, representing individuals, small and large businesses and also in dealing with the business problems I've had through the years of my outside affairs, I believe that that, along with my interest in the university, keeping up with it through all these years, qualify me to serve on the USC Board.  That's why I'm pursuing this position.  And I am now ready to try and do my best to answer any questions that you might have.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions of any Committee members?  Rep. Littlejohn?

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Same question I've been dealing with, parity in our educational system in South Carolina.  How do you feel about that?

MR. WARR:  Rep. Littlejohn, if I understand issues out there correctly, it appears that the funding formula that has been suggested has not been put into affect, has had, as you've referenced today, a lot of problems being put into affect for whatever reasons. It would appear to me that if one school was trying to educate, for instance, a nursing student and another school is also trying to educate a nursing student so that both of them would have similar degrees or the same degree and be qualified for the same job, that they should be allowed the same amount of funding for that. Now, if one school is primarily educating engineers and the other is primarily educating business people and it cost a lot more to educate the engineers, then I believe the school that has the higher cost involved, that should be taken into account.  But all those things being equal, it seems to me that the parity of funding is the most fair.  I know that the University of South Carolina might be one of the schools that would suffer from that.  It may be that the complete and sudden withdrawal from the excess funds for whatever reason would cause some hardship, I'm not familiar enough with why they would be funded more than some other schools.  But if that's the case, then I think that should be taken into account.  But ideally, all things should be on a level field for educating similar or the same degree.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  You do realize that parity is not getting the same amount of money.  You've have schools with the declining enrollment and the decline in other performance factors that are still receiving more money than other schools, so the same amount of money is not what we're after.  It's the parity of the schools getting the right amount of money based on their mission.  Giving every child in South Carolina $5,000, that's not what parity is.  That's not what we're after.

MR. WARR:  Rep. Littlejohn, if I'm following what you're asking me now, what you're stating, I mean I do not, as long as the, and what I was trying to say there, too is as long the goal in mind is, the goal that's trying to be accomplished is kept in mind.  What you're trying to accomplish with a particular school and a particular degree program, if that's kept in mind, then I see no reason why places shouldn't be treated equally.  Now, as far as whether or not it involves exactly the same amount of money, Rep. Littlejohn, I am not familiar enough with the process through the years and how it all stands to truthfully answer that.  I just don't know enough about that now.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  Sen. Short.

SEN. SHORT:  I'm just going to go ahead with the same line of questioning you've been in here hearing me ask about the same sorts of things to all of the candidates.  If you could just respond first to the proposal that the three research universities be withdrawn from the commission's oversight, if you're familiar with that proposal, and how you think that would play out for the university and the other schools and also what you think about increased requirements for attendance at USC.

MR. WARR:  Thank you, Sen. Short.  First of all, as to the three main universities, research universities, as I understand is the Medical University, Clemson and South Carolina, pulling out of or being taken out of from under the oversight of the Commission of Higher Education, it's my understanding, and I have to say that all I know about this is what I've read in the newspaper, it's my understanding that if those schools feel that they would be in a better position to go out and create partnerships with private business, partnerships such that they could increase facilities and research so they could do other things that they presently feel they're handicapped in trying to pursue because of the restrictions and the rules that the Commission on Higher Education place upon them.  But whether or not that's correct, Sen. Short, I don't know.  If that's just the argument that those schools make, I realize that could be the case.  But if what I read in the paper is true and if they do have the better side of that argument, then, Sen. Short, I must say that I may be eventually one who would support that position, Commission on Higher Education.  It's a handicapper rather than something that's helping those three research universities, who need to carry the ball in a lot of ways in this state, then I would probably be in favor of that proposal.  As to, I hope I've completely answered your question, Senator.  As to the other question you have dealing with the requirements of the university, I believe, if I'm correct in what you're asking there, as far as the requirements for attending the University of South Carolina?

SEN. SHORT:  Right.

MR. WARR:  Senator, I've always felt that the University of South Carolina should be for everybody in this state first.  It should be for the citizens of this state first.  Its mission should be to educate the people of South Carolina so that when a young man or woman is growing up, they can hope, like I did, to go to the University of South Carolina.  There are other great schools in this state, but as a child, South Carolina meant a lot to me.  There was a point when I was a child where I thought South Carolina encompassed all of my world.  I was real disappointed when I learned that was not the case.  I've always had a lot of pride in this state and the state, University of South Carolina.  If we ever get to the point where you must have a super high SAT score or be in the top 5% of your class such that you can go there, I think that would be wrong because it would not be serving the majority of the citizens and tax payers in South Carolina.  It would not help us, I believe it would not help us overall on trying to accomplish what the University of South Carolina needs to do and that is educate people in this state, be a place that educates people from this state, who hopefully will stay here, well so that they will be productive when they get out of the university and have a degree so they're qualified and so they help this state move forward.  Also going back, I just want to mention one thing about the first part of your question there, for this state to ever be what it needs to be and be like some of our neighboring states, I do believe that Clemson, the Medical University and the University of South Carolina need to be able to continue to improve their positions as research universities.  They need to be able to go out and pull in the private partnerships and the dollars that it takes to further the cause here in South Carolina in economic development, so that when IBM Corporation or whatever the case may be looks around this country for a good place to go, they can look at South Carolina just as good as anywhere else.  We need that, and I believe that anything that would help the major research universities in this state accomplish that, I'm in favor of it.

SEN. SHORT:  Do you think that it's appropriate for the Commission or somebody to have the authority to direct the university or a college to eliminate a major if, for example, it's duplicated many times across the state and they have a very small number of participants in that major?

MR. WARR:  Sen. Short, I certainly do.  There's got to be some oversight.  There's got to be a boss somewhere in that because otherwise, with no one to call the hand there, problems will develop no matter how well intentioned the people who are running it may be.  Problems will develop, and I think that there does have to be some type of a party somewhere that says this is a use of money that we can't afford, a use of the funds is just not going to fly.  I believe that has to be the case.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other Committee members?  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  One question.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Did you attend all four of your years for your BS at the campus here in Columbia?

MR. WARR:  Sen. Alexander, I did.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  And you were residing in Lamar at the time?

MR. WARR:  Actually, Senator, I stayed here.  During those years, I did live here in Columbia.  During my law school years, I lived here in Columbia except for the summer when I went back and worked on the farm.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  But Lamar was home?

MR. WARR:  Yes, sir.  Always has been, still is.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  What made you decide to come to the Columbia campus?

MR. WARR:  Senator, when I thought at the age of seventeen when I made that decision, when I thought of the University of South Carolina, I thought of as being in Columbia, that that's where I would go.  Now, I could have gone to one of the regional campuses.  I could have gone to USC Sumter certainly.  USC Sumter would have been twenty, twenty-five miles from my home approximately, but to me, coming here and being here the entire time was important, being part of the atmosphere here, learning what it was really like to be off from home at college was something I needed to learn.  I was very much at that age a home-loving person, and I probably at that age needed to get a little ways away from home.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other Committee members?  Thank you very much.

MR. WARR:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  That concludes the University of South Carolina.  What is the pleasure of the Committee as far as screening the candidates out?

SEN. SHORT:  Move in favor.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Ms. Short moves to screen them out favorably.

REP. LITTLEJOHN:  Second.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Second by Rep. Littlejohn.  All in favor signal by saying aye.

COMMITTEE:  Aye.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Opposed none.  I consider all of you a candidate and on 3/6, March the 6th at 12:00, you may secure votes.  Thank you very much.  You're willing to stay if you want.  We have one more. Otherwise, have a nice day.  Well, we're clear off the wall.  The wallflowers.  Okay.  Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School at large.  We have three seats.  Mr. Vince Rhodes could not be here today.  He will be screened at a later date.  The others are Mr. Lowell C. Spires, I'll just call him Butch.  First cousin Jackie Knotts, don't hold that against him.  Come on up, Butch.

MR. SPIRES:  All right, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Please raise your right hand.  The information given here today to be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR. SPIRES:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Mr. Spires, do you have any ailments that we need to know about, do you, sir?

MR. SPIRES:  It would be a surprise to me if I do.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Do you have any business that would cause a conflict of interest by serving as to the Wil Lou Gray School, does it?

MR. SPIRES:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  You don't have any other appointments that exist in the community that cause dual office holding, do you?

MR. SPIRES:  Not that I'm aware of.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead, sir.

MR. SPIRES:  I appreciate the opportunity on being with you.  It's been interesting.  I have enjoyed my first term at the Wil Lou Gray School Board, and as I sit and listen this morning, I want to make a comment about that.  It's interesting to hear them discuss the Board of Regency and to hear them discuss pull out three schools essentially and discuss 1,100, 1,200, 1,300, 1,400 SAT and how they talk about how that process works and yet, Wil Lou Gray, our situation is totally different.  We deal with young men, young women from sixteen to eighteen and our major goal, quite frankly, is to get them to change their lifestyle issues where they have been problems with status process and such as that.  Our goal, quite frankly, is to simply keep them in the structure of a military program we have, the ROTC program, the youth challenge program, and trying to get them to pass their GED testing. We're in our tenth cycle in our partnership with South Carolina National Guard and youth challenge program.  We run two cycles per year.  We are working very hard within the budgets that we have been allotted by you folks to make that program do what it needs to do.  Our enrollment is the highest it's ever been or it's been since I've been a part of the board.  This past July out of the cadets that took the test, we had seventy-one who passed the GED.  Our best possible year previously was ninety-one for both cycles, so we feel like that with the cycle we're now setting out to accomplish, if we're going to set a new record for the number of GED equivalencies.  We handle about twenty-five, thirty females and about a hundred and twenty to a hundred and thirty males.  If I could say what it is I think we need to do, it would be from a lifetime of involvement with youth.  I started as a senior out of high school and helped to organize and coach a little league football program in 1980.  I served as the first chairman of the Lexington County Rec Commission.  I have for thirty years gone to all the ball fields and give away softballs and baseballs.  I've been involved in booster clubs.  I'm most probably the oldest person at the Earl Davis Elementary School PTA meetings.  When I say that, that's just where my children went.  They no longer attend nor does any of my grandchildren, but I still joined the PTO.  I still go to PTA meetings there.  In the lifetime involvement with youth in the community and the church and everywhere else, our mission and our purpose is so significantly different in a way from what you've heard about this morning.  Our need is, quite frankly, we can handle two hundred students if we had the funding to do it.  We have the facilities.  We have the buildings.  We have made some definite improvements in our facilities and in our buildings and the appearance of the grounds, but we simply don't have the money.  I don't understand a competing program being set up down, so-to-speak, in the low country.  I know you challenge the process.  I know they are working and struggling for money, but I'm confused as to why that was undertaken when we had a campus facility and the ability to handle more people and we're short of the two hundred, two hundred and twenty or so people we could have handled.  We have so far successfully handled basically 8.73% budget cuts because we have been responsible with our dollars.  I am told that possibly next year we're looking at $345,000 cut because we're no longer covered as the other educational institutions are.  For whatever reason, we've been taken out and set over to the side.  I don't understand that, but that's a decision I don't have the ability to be a part of in making.  I do know that it's another $345,000 cut on top of what we've already had.  We're going to have to look very seriously at some of our staffing problems.  I would like for us to be put back in the protected area of the other educational institutions.  Not set off to the side as we have previously been.  The other needs we have because of the age of our campus and such as that is at the Governor's recommendation of the bond bill, we need some of the money for the heating and air conditioning systems in the facilities.  I want to be careful here because I don't want to necessary mix what I have been doing for four years and what I desire to do for another four years with other issues.  But I come from the local government prospective.  This state does not need eighty-six school districts.  This state does not need ten regional counsels of government.  That hasn't been realigned since they were created.  There are some counties that are in other cogs that they basically don't have anything in common with because of the growth of the state, the transportation system and all the things that have taken place, it just simply needs to be looked at.  For example, the Central Midlands cog, I served in, there are four counties, Fairfield, Newberry, Richland and Lexington.  Kershaw is now a part of that poor quality planning and yet, we formed an economic develop alliance that now encompasses Calhoun, Kershaw, Richland, Lexington, Fairfield, Newberry and quite frankly, other counties ought to be a part of it.  We don't need thirty-three institutions of higher education.  I'm not sure we need all the tech schools we've got.  I'll stick my two cents worth in and hope it doesn't offend anybody.  Maybe what the thing to do is pull teeth in the Commission of Higher Education is maybe is to reconstitute the process that oversees that.  I know that I've lived in this state all my life, and I've chosen to stay here.  I'm in my fourth job only because the first three companies I worked for tried to move me.  My feet are in the sand of Lexington County and that sand holds the world with y’all.  I don't intend to leave it.  When I go, Thompson's Funeral Home will have a fight.  But I love this state.  I've traveled it since '59 to make a living. I've been all over the place, very active in a lot of things in this state.  What it takes is a little bit of courage and a little bit of will.  The Trustees can't answer some of the questions you we're asking today.  They can only react to what they have the authority to do.  That authority comes from the General Assembly reports.  I hope that as we look at things, that we look at a lot of things, and I hope we'll look at a lot of things that will make us a better state, a better area to serve our communities.  We fit somewhere in between the children who need to be off to juvenile justice, the wilderness camp program, those who quite frankly so gone and so far that they need to be dealt with by the justice system, meaning prison and such as that.  There are many children who would qualify for our program, and we're making a significant difference in a lot of lives.  But we need to re-evaluate even all those things and see how we categorize and how we assign and where we put folks who need the help that Wil Lou Gray School gives.  So having listened, what I hope comes out of it is that it will not be politics as usual.  I want there to become the liberty of process, debate, discussion, and there will be facts and logic and a myriad of questions will be dealt with in a responsible manner.  That's Butch Spires' two cents worth in his world.  Be glad to answer any questions.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions of any Committee members?  Sen. Short.

SEN. SHORT:  Butch, your honesty and openness is very refreshing.  We appreciate it very much.

MR. SPIRES:  Been that way sixteen years.

SEN. SHORT:  You taught me something that I didn't know about Wil Lou Gray, and I'm assuming that means then that no diplomas are offered at the school, only a GED is an option; is that correct?

MR. SPIRES:  That's what we, that's what our mission and what our purpose is.

SEN. SHORT:  Okay.  I did not know that.  That surprised me.  I know that there has been some interest or there has been some discussion about the wilderness camps, the increased numbers at DJJ, which I think is a really positive thing, but I think Wil Lou Gray has some options and some opportunities for students that perhaps are not being recognized throughout the state.  Do you think part of the problem is that high schools within the state are not aware of the program enough to be sending students there?

MR. SPIRES:  We've done a good job of promoting, and we've done a good job of getting out and building our enrollment process.  Quite frankly, our competition from the school districts come from the basis of alternative schools, in-school suspension programs.  Because the dollars stay with the students, a lot of students they have a problem with and can't deal with other than in conflict issues, they will not release or recommend them to us because the dollars will not stay in their program, and because it becomes a numbers and dollars game, they will not refer them to the program that they really need to be in.

SEN. SHORT:  Does a student have to still be a student within a school district?  In other words, what if the student has been expelled from the school district?  Are they no longer eligible then for attendance at Wil Lou Gray?

MR. SPIRES:  No, ma'am.  They are still eligible if they can come through our screening process and meet the criteria process.  Our difficulty is we depend solely on your folks for budgets.  We have a very limited foundation process and yet, because of who we are and the type of people we deal with, it's often a partner, private sector for matching money for grants and such as that. Although that's something that we're talking about as the Board's looking at it.  But the schools who should refer students to us simply don't do it now to the point that they finally lose them, and then they end up on the street or they end up in some other type of issue program so that some other agency of the state governing ends up dealing with most of them, quite frankly.

SEN. SHORT:  In general, DJJ?

MR. SPIRES:  And they won't send them to us because they don't want to lose those dollars.  They'll hold them as long as they can to maintain that first year dollar.

SEN. SHORT:  I wonder why they wouldn't make that recommendation at the point of expulsion because they lose the dollars then anyway.  I mean --

MR. SPIRES:  I'm not aware of --

SEN. SHORT:  I know you can't answer that.  That's probably not a fair question.

MR. SPIRES:  No, ma'am.  All I know is we have gone in the schools, we've gone into DSS situations, we have gone to other state agencies and tried to promote what our program is and can do for those young people who need that regiment of military, the ROTC and the smaller classroom situation and such as that, and we've got an excellent mentor program that works very well with the students.  We have turned some people's lives around significantly with what we've done.  Our thing is that if we're only dealing with a hundred and thirty, forty, fifty, and there are literally hundreds of young who need the type of program that we’re involved in.

SEN. SHORT:  I congratulate the school on accomplishing it's mission.  You're doing a really good job.  Thank you.

MR. SPIRES:  Thank you, ma'am.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Rep. Hines.

REP. HINES:  Do we understand you to say that your, maybe because you're so successful students are not referred to you, because it seems to me that having the kind of success stories you do have with students, that people would be motivated.  Motivated to send them there, but it seems like to me that you might be being penalized because they don't send them to you for training.  Is that --

MR. SPIRES:  No, sir.  They don't.  As long as they can hold on to them and they can tolerate their lifestyle, their behavior patterns or whatever it is they do, as long as they can tolerate it and keep that state money per student, they hold on to them as long as they can, including the in-school suspension programs and the alternative school each district tries to run.  That's another area that needs to be evaluated, quite frankly, folks.  I mean gosh, everybody is going into alternative schools, everybody's gone into the in-school suspension program such as that.  There again, we need to evaluate these young people.  We need to find out who at this point needs the process that Wil Lou Gray, Department of Juvenile Justice or our wilderness camps and such as that can provide.  You can't lump them all together.  I assure you that if you put them all together in one place, the biggest, badest guy in there, who is to the point of not being able to be redeemed, he will dominate that one that can be redeemed.  The strong will always, whether it's strength for goodness or strength for badness, will dominate the person who is weak and needs to be structured and put on the right path.  And those are simply one of those areas, in my opinion, that need to be looked at.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Questions?  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Just an observation.  It sounds like from listening to those folks this morning you would love to be in there position from an ending standpoint of being able to raise tuition to deal with, I mean that's not a bad situation to be in.

MR. SPIRES:  I'll be honest with you.  I really thought here this morning, God, I would love to have the problems these guys are complaining about.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?  I want to commend the school on the job they do and to tell the Committee that Wil Lou Gray has gone out and have had hearings throughout the school districts in the state and tried to get guidance counselors aware of programs that are developed for kids and the age and criteria to attend Wil Lou Gray.  It doesn't seem to affect them because of the simple reason, he has just told you one, we want those dollars to stay in our school districts and want those in-school suspensions.  In Cherokee, we've gone into alternative.  We've got alternative.  We've got in-school suspension.  We've got both of them.  We've got a double-barrel situation.  We don't refer anybody to Wil Lou Gray.

MR. SPIRES:  You've got a gun that shoots about six barrels.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  That's true.  But they have come, and I want to commend you, Pat, who is the director here, Pat Smith, for the job that he's done and the board members.  I know first-hand that they do a tremendous job because we've had a couple people from Gaffney on that board and we know the reactions and we know what happens at Wil Lou Gray.  There's an age limit.  Butch tell them the ages the kids can come.

MR. SPIRES:  Well, it's sixteen to eighteen and we left it because of the federal process because it comes through the South Carolina National Guard to be a challenge program.  Because they have limited dollars to provide the cadre, as we call it, to give the twenty-four hour supervision around the clock, we have a teaching mission in the educational process such as that, and of course, we run the feeding programs and all those things.  So it limits us as to what we can do.  But the campus and the buildings would easily accommodate two hundred, two hundred and twenty students, if we had the funding process.  We have the best working relationship with the National Guard right now that we've had since I've been involved with it.  Now, we had a couple go to Jesus meetings with them, including general speakers.  That way we had a recent understanding.  I did say a while ago that all these Colonels, although listed as reverends, I've been in the public sector marketing business with waste management.  I've never met a colonel yet retired, a Lt. Colonel or full bird colonel who didn't know more than God.  Okay?  So the same thing is true with the National Guard.  But after we had some go to Jesus meetings and explanations of things, we reconstituted our agreement and we, I'm happy to report we have the best relationship that we've had with the National Guard.  Col. Lavardee is now in charge of that program.  He has been excellent to work with and a lot of good things are going on. Somewhere in all those dollars though, among alternative schools, in-school suspension dollars, wilderness camps, Department of Juvenile Justice and such as that, I'll tell you now there's no better thing for the buck than what we're doing.  Because we're not only getting people some degree of education, a skill and degree, we're changing lifestyles.  That's important, and we're doing it without the law enforcement officer being directly involved in it.  We need the funding to accomplish what our facility has the ability to do, and budget cuts just simply make it very hard.  I understand it’s hard times, but somewhere in all this process, if all this were to be evaluated, in other words, if you set up a base closing commission, okay, simply said all right, tell us we need all these school districts, we need all these higher institution and learning places, and we need all these programs, and then let good, solid, sound business people make that decision.  Everybody being represented and then either bring it back and it's either up or down.  You know?  I mean, I don't know that other than that we'll have the political will to deal with it, because everybody is instituting general  economy, and civic process.  Everybody is interested in general republic, and until we put that aside, we'll continue to struggle for dollars to fund everything.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Alexander.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Just a couple observations.  There's nothing that's unique about that situation and what Sen. Short and I sat in on a children's study committee that as far as the problem they're having with alternative schools and things like that.  People get very protective of their dollars, unfortunately, from that standpoint, but from what I'm hearing, the reduction in their funding, I'm sure that my friends in the House will work to get that put back into the budget under the education standpoint, so that they won't have that, and if that happens, I think you'll have our commitment to work on the Senate side to keep those funds in there to make sure that they don't suffer the consequences of the budget that they seem to be doing.  And I know we've got another individual to be screened so --

MR. SPIRES:  We can survive and live with what's taken place, okay?  We can't stand $345,000, folks.  It takes time and courtesy.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Thank you.  Okay.  Our next is Mr. George C. Ducworth.  All right.  I have to swear you.

MR. DUCWORTH:  I have just one quick thing.  My middle initial is wrong on there, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Okay.

MR. DUCWORTH:  It's M, and in middle name.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  All right.  The information you give here today to be the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR. DUCWORTH:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  And do you have any illness or ailments that the Committee needs to be made aware of?

MR. DUCWORTH:  Not that I know of.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  No conflict of interest?

MR. DUCWORTH:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  No employer that would cause a dual office holder?

MR. DUCWORTH:  No, sir.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Go ahead, sir.

MR. DUCWORTH:  Well, it's nice to be the last one.  I know y'all are glad to get to the last one.  But as you know, I served as solicitor of the Tenth Judicial Circuit for twenty years and during that time, I became very interested in at-risk kids, and I was very instrumental in starting a number of programs for at-risk kids where we elaborated with a number of different agencies and utilized a lot of volunteers to make a difference in a lot of young, at-risk kids lives at a very low cost.  And I was instrumental in starting the alternative school in Anderson, which is much different from most alternative schools in the state.  I want you to come see the alternative school.  It's doing what they're supposed to be doing, and I think the other alterative schools in the state ought to come see what they're doing up there.  And I think there's a place for them, and there's definitely a place for Wil Lou Gray School, and I would like to see what Wil Lou Gray does expanded and be able to impact on more kids than it does.  I don't think there's any question that if we spend a little money on at-risk kids, we have a whole lot better chance of turning those people around and making good tax paying citizens out of them than we do waiting until they get to be hardened criminals and then having to build more prisons and put them in prison for long periods of time.  So that's why I'm interested in serving on Wil Lou Gray School Board.  I'll be glad to answer any questions.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any questions?

SEN. ALEXANDER:  Mr. Chairman, it's not really a question.  I know of his work up in that area in dealing with the youth program and has served on I guess it's the Youth Council?

MR. DUCWORTH:  Yeah.

SEN. ALEXANDER:  And I was on his first two grand juries as well and just appreciate your willingness to serve the Wil Lou Gray School Board.

MR. DUCWORTH:  Thank you, sir.  I was looking at the Wil Lou Gray award the year before last, too and that's when I really got interested in serving on the board here.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Any other questions?

SEN. ALEXANDER:  I think they both qualified.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  That concludes it and is it the pleasure of the Committee of screening out both candidates?

SEN. ALEXANDER:  So move.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Sen. Alexander moves that the candidates be screened out.

SEN. SHORT:  Second.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Second by Sen. Short.  All in favor signal by saying aye.

COMMITTEE:  Aye.

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS:  Gentlemen, we declare you a candidate.  You may solicit support at 12:00 on the 6th.

(THE SCREENING COMMISSION CONCLUDED

AT 1:21 P.M.)

Received as information.

REGULATION RECEIVED  

The following was received and referred to the appropriate committee for consideration:

Document No. 2819

Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 50-11-2200 and 50-11-2210

Hunting in Wildlife Management Areas

Received by Speaker of the House of Representatives 

March 4, 2003

Referred to Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs Committee

Legislative Review Expiration July 2, 2003 (Subject to Sine Die Revision)

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS  

The following Bills and Joint Resolutions were introduced, read the first time, and referred to appropriate committees:

H. 3712 -- Reps. Stille, M. A. Pitts and Townsend: A BILL TO AMEND ACT 1675 OF 1972, RELATING TO THE DONALDS-DUE WEST WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY, SO AS TO ADD TWO MEMBERS TO THE AUTHORITY APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE ABBEVILLE COUNTY COUNCIL AND TO MAKE CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

On motion of Rep. STILLE, with unanimous consent, the Bill was ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.

H. 3713 -- Reps. Wilkins, W. D. Smith, Harrell, Harrison, Cato, Witherspoon, Chellis, Townsend, J. Brown and Keegan: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 23-3-15, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION AND STATEWIDE AUTHORITY OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THIS JURISDICTION AND AUTHORITY INCLUDES ESTABLISHING AND OPERATING TACTICAL RESPONSE LAW ENFORCEMENT UNITS, COORDINATING COUNTER TERRORISM EFFORTS IN OR AFFECTING THIS STATE, COORDINATING FEDERAL GRANTS ASSOCIATED WITH HOMELAND SECURITY, CREATING COUNCILS ASSOCIATED WITH ITS MISSION, AND SERVING AS THE GOVERNOR'S REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY.

On motion of Rep. HARRISON, with unanimous consent, the Bill was ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.

H. 3714 -- Reps. Townsend, Wilkins, Walker, Cobb-Hunter and Whitmire: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING CHAPTER 59 TO TITLE 59 SO AS TO ENACT THE SOUTH CAROLINA EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACT: TO AMEND SECTION 59-17-135, RELATING TO CHARACTER EDUCATION, SO AS TO INCORPORATE THE CHARACTER TRAITS OF THE FAMILY RESPECT ACT INTO THIS EDUCATIONAL COMPONENT; TO AMEND SECTION 59-18-900, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO SCHOOL REPORT CARDS, SO AS TO EXPAND THE CONTENT OF THE REPORT CARD TO INCLUDE, AMONG OTHER THINGS, REPORTS ON COMPLIANCE WITH THIS ACT AND THE CHARACTER EDUCATION ACT AND DROPOUT REDUCTION DATA; AND TO REPEAL ACT 450 OF 1994 AND SECTION 59-52-95 RELATING TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA SCHOOL-TO-WORK TRANSITION ACT OF 1994.

Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works

H. 3716 -- Rep. Clyburn: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO REQUIRE THE AIKEN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES TO ESTABLISH THE STARTING AND ENDING DATE OF THE SCHOOL TERM AND TO REQUIRE THAT THE LENGTH OF THE SCHOOL TERM COMPLIES WITH SECTION 59-1-420.

Referred to Aiken Delegation

H. 3717 -- Rep. Clyburn: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO REQUIRE THE EDGEFIELD COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES TO ESTABLISH THE STARTING AND ENDING DATES OF THE SCHOOL TERM AND TO REQUIRE THAT THE LENGTH OF THE SCHOOL TERM COMPLIES WITH SECTION 59-1-420.

Referred to Edgefield Delegation

H. 3718 -- Rep. Miller: A BILL TO PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE GEORGETOWN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT TO BE ELECTED BEGINNING WITH THE 2004 GENERAL ELECTION, FROM THE SEVEN SINGLE MEMBER DISTRICTS FROM WHICH MEMBERS OF THE GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL ARE ELECTED, TO PROVIDE FOR FOUR-YEAR STAGGERED TERMS FOR THE MEMBERS, TO PROVIDE FOR THE BOARD MEMBERS TO ELECT ONE MEMBER TO SERVE AS CHAIRMAN FOR A TERM OF TWO YEARS, TO TERMINATE THE TERMS OF CURRENT TRUSTEES WHEN THEIR SUCCESSORS ELECTED PURSUANT TO THIS ACT TAKE OFFICE, AND TO REPEAL ACT 592 OF 1994, RELATING TO THE METHOD OF ELECTION OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE GEORGETOWN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT.

On motion of Rep. MILLER, with unanimous consent, the Bill was ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.

H. 3719 -- Rep. Miller: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 50-11-940, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR A PERSON OTHER THAN A TRUSTEE, EMPLOYEE, OR AGENT OF THE FOUNDATION OR A PERSON AUTHORIZED BY THE FOUNDATION TO TRAP, HUNT, MOLEST, OR ATTEMPT TO MOLEST A BIRD, WILD FOWL, OR GAME, INCLUDING WILD HOGS, WITHIN THE REFUGE, OR TO TRESPASS IN ANY MANNER UPON THE PROPERTY OF THE BELLE W. BARUCH FOUNDATION FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Rep. MILLER asked unanimous consent to have the Bill placed on the Calendar without reference.

Rep. WITHERSPOON objected. 

Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs

H. 3720 -- Reps. Huggins, Rutherford and Trotter: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 58-23-1235 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A TAXICAB COMPANY THAT LEASES A TAXICAB THROUGH AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT MUST OBTAIN CERTAIN LIABILITY INSURANCE, PROVIDE THAT A TAXICAB COMPANY IS NOT REQUIRED TO PROVIDE WORKERS' COMPENSATION COVERAGE FOR A DRIVER WHO LEASES THE COMPANY'S TAXICAB AS AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR, AND PROVIDE THAT THE PROVISIONS OF THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION LAW DO NOT APPLY TO A DRIVER WHO LEASES A TAXICAB UNDER AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR LEASE AGREEMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 42-1-375, RELATING TO EXEMPTIONS OF CERTAIN PERSONS FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA WORKERS' COMPENSATION LAW, SO AS TO EXEMPT A DRIVER WHO LEASES A TAXICAB UNDER AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR LEASE AGREEMENT WITH A TAXICAB COMPANY FROM THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION LAW; TO AMEND SECTION 58-23-1220, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO LIABILITY INSURANCE REQUIRED FOR A TAXI, SO AS TO DELETE SPECIFIC DOLLAR AMOUNTS OF LIABILITY INSURANCE REQUIRED FOR A TAXI FROM THIS SECTION, AND PROVIDE THAT THE MINIMUM STATUTORY LIMITS OF INSURANCE REQUIRED FOR A VEHICLE, OR CERTAIN ALTERNATIVE SELF-INSURER PROVISIONS, APPLY TO A TAXI; TO AMEND SECTION 58-23-1230, RELATING TO FILING A BOND INSTEAD OF LIABILITY INSURANCE FOR A TAXI, SO AS TO ALLOW A TAXI COMPANY TO COMPLY WITH CERTAIN SELF-INSURER PROVISIONS, OR DEPOSIT A BOND INSTEAD OF INSURANCE IN THE AMOUNT OF THE MINIMUM STATUTORY LIMITS OF INSURANCE REQUIRED FOR A VEHICLE; AND TO CHANGE THE TITLE OF ARTICLE 13, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 58 FROM "TAXIS IN COUNTIES WITH CITIES OVER 70,000" TO "TAXIS".

Referred to Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry

H. 3721 -- Reps. Huggins, Rutherford and Trotter: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 56-9-60, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO SELF-INSURERS FOR MOTOR VEHICLES AND DETERMINATION OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A SELF-INSURER MAY USE AN IRREVOCABLE LETTER OF CREDIT ISSUED BY CERTAIN BANKS TO MEET THE EIGHTY PERCENT CASH DEPOSIT REQUIREMENT OF THIS SECTION, AND TO PROVIDE THAT COMPLIANCE WITH THIS SECTION PROVIDES THE COVERAGE EQUIVALENT TO A MINIMUM LIMITS STATUTORY POLICY FOR A VEHICLE AS REQUIRED BY LAW.

Referred to Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry

H. 3722 -- Reps. Jennings, Bales and Limehouse: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 17-5-535, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PERSONS AUTHORIZED TO VIEW PHOTOGRAPHS OR VIDEOS OF AND INCIDENTAL TO THE PERFORMANCE OF AN AUTOPSY AND THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATING THIS PROVISION, SO AS TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH PHOTOGRAPHS, 


VIDEOS, AND AUDIO RECORDINGS OF AN AUTOPSY MAY BE VIEWED.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

H. 3749 -- Ways and Means Committee: A BILL TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS AND TO PROVIDE REVENUES TO MEET THE ORDINARY EXPENSES OF STATE GOVERNMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING, JULY 1, 2003; TO REGULATE THE EXPENDITURE OF SUCH FUNDS; AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE OPERATION OF STATE GOVERNMENT DURING THE FISCAL YEAR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Without Reference

S. 29 -- Senators Knotts and Reese: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 1-1-560 SO AS TO PROHIBIT A MALE EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER FROM OBTAINING EMPLOYMENT WITH THE STATE OR A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE UNLESS THE PERSON IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE FEDERAL MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT; AND BY ADDING SECTION 59-101-375 SO AS TO PROHIBIT AN INDIVIDUAL FROM RECEIVING A LOAN, GRANT, SCHOLARSHIP, OR OTHER FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FUNDED BY STATE REVENUE, FEDERAL FUNDS, OR GIFTS AND GRANTS ACCEPTED BY THE STATE OR FROM RECEIVING A STUDENT LOAN GUARANTEED BY THE STATE UNLESS THE INDIVIDUAL FILES A STATEMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S SELECTIVE SERVICE STATUS.

Referred to Committee on Ways and Means

S. 70 -- Senators Moore, Elliott, Hayes, Reese, Courson, Mescher and Rankin: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 59-39-115, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO ISSUANCE OF DIPLOMAS TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO ENLISTED IN THE MILITARY DURING WORLD WAR II, SO AS TO ALSO INCLUDE THE ISSUANCE OF DIPLOMAS TO STUDENTS WHO ENLISTED DURING THE PERIOD OF JUNE 25, 1950, THROUGH JULY 27, 1953, THE KOREAN WAR.

Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works

S. 131 -- Senators Giese, Ritchie, Ravenel, Reese, Courson, Mescher and Rankin: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 59-112-50, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO MEMBERS OF THE ARMED SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES STATIONED IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND THEIR DEPENDENTS BEING ELIGIBLE FOR IN-STATE TUITION RATES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT MEMBERS OF THE COAST GUARD AND THEIR DEPENDENTS STATIONED IN THIS STATE ARE ALSO ELIGIBLE FOR IN-STATE TUITION RATES.

Referred to Committee on Ways and Means

S. 144 -- Senators Knotts, Reese and Rankin: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 8-11-40, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO STATE EMPLOYEE SICK LEAVE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A FULL-TIME COMMISSIONED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WHO IN THE LINE OF DUTY IS ASSAULTED OR INJURED WHILE ARRESTING OR ATTEMPTING TO ARREST A PERSON MAY BE PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE WITH PAY BY HIS EMPLOYER RATHER THAN SICK LEAVE.

Referred to Committee on Ways and Means

S. 250 -- Senators Kuhn, Ford, Ravenel and Mescher: A BILL TO ESTABLISH GOVERNANCE CRITERIA AND REVISE THE GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE OF THE CHARLESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT, TO ABOLISH THE EIGHT CONSTITUENT DISTRICT BOARDS OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES IN CHARLESTON COUNTY AND TO DEVOLVE THEIR POWERS, DUTIES, ASSETS, AND LIABILITIES UPON THE CHARLESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION OF CHARLESTON COUNTY IS THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE DISTRICT, WHO SHALL HIRE ALL DISTRICT PERSONNEL, INCLUDING TEACHERS, AND WHO SHALL HIRE AREA SUPERINTENDENTS TO CONSULT WITH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS AND TO ACT AS INTERMEDIARY BETWEEN THE PRINCIPALS AND THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT; TO PROVIDE THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT SHALL CONSIST OF NINE MEMBERS WHO MUST BE ELECTED IN PARTISAN ELECTIONS FROM DEFINED SINGLE-MEMBER ELECTION DISTRICTS BEGINNING IN 2004, TO PROVIDE FOR THE TERMS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SO ELECTED, AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER PROCEDURAL MATTERS IN REGARD TO THE ELECTION OF THESE MEMBERS; AND TO REPEAL ACT 340 OF 1967, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE CHARLESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT AND VARIOUS DUTIES OF THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT AND THE BOARD.

Referred to Charleston Delegation

S. 420 -- Senators Leatherman, Land, Knotts and Malloy: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO EXEMPT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE TITLING, LICENSING, AND REGISTRATION LAWS MOTOR VEHICLES PROVIDED FOR PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES BY AN AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURER IN CONNECTION WITH A NATIONALLY-SPONSORED NASCAR RACING EVENT HELD IN THIS STATE IN 2003.

Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

On motion of Rep. BOWERS, with unanimous consent, the following was taken up for immediate consideration:  

H. 3715 -- Rep. Bowers: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO PROCLAIM THE WEEK OF APRIL 19-27, 2003, AS NATIONAL LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE WEEK IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND TO COMMEND THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS FOR CREATING THE SPECIAL PLACES IN WHICH WE LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Whereas, the American Society of Landscape Architects, founded in 1899, is the association that represents the landscape architecture profession in the United States; and

Whereas, the society’s mission is to lead, educate, and participate in the careful stewardship, wise planning, and artful design of our cultural and natural environments; and

Whereas, headquartered in Washington, D.C., the American Society of Landscape Architects has grown from eleven original members in 1899 to almost twelve thousand members in forty‑six chapters today.  Of these members, approximately 80% are in private practice, 15% in local, state, or federal government practice, and 5% in academic practice; and

Whereas, members’ work reflects the variety and breadth of the profession, from the design of residential and commercial developments, office building sites, and public parks to public sector comprehensive planning, environmental planning, and town planning; and

Whereas, the American Society of Landscape Architects seeks to improve public understanding of the profession and to advance the practice of landscape architecture through education, communication, publications, on‑line database services, professional interaction, and development.  The American Society of Landscape Architects is the organization authorized to accredit programs of landscape architecture at United States colleges and universities; and

Whereas, the American Society of Landscape Architects also works to advance its ethic and public policies to state, local, and federal decision-making bodies, both directly and by working with a broad array of coalitions and organizations with similar goals.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly, by this resolution, proclaim the week of April 19‑27, 2003, as National Landscape Architecture Week in South Carolina and commend the American Society of Landscape Architects for creating the special places in which we live, work, and play.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Jessica V. McClung of the South Carolina American Society of Landscape Architects.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The Senate sent to the House the following:

S. 216 -- Senator Ford: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO MEMORIALIZE THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO ENACT ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS OF LAW THAT WOULD FURTHER REGULATE THE AMOUNT OF VIOLENCE, DRUGS, SEX, AND INAPPROPRIATE LANGUAGE AND BEHAVIOR ON TELEVISION WHICH CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE SEEN BY CHILDREN.

The Concurrent Resolution was ordered referred to the Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The Senate sent to the House the following:

S. 435 -- Senators Knotts, Alexander, Anderson, Branton, Courson, Drummond, Elliott, Fair, Ford, Giese, Glover, Gregory, Grooms, Hawkins, Hayes, Holland, Hutto, Jackson, Kuhn, Land, Leatherman, Leventis, Malloy, Martin, Matthews, McConnell, McGill, Mescher, Moore, O'Dell, Patterson, Peeler, Pinckney, Rankin, Ravenel, Reese, Richardson, Ritchie, Ryberg, Setzler, Short, J. V. Smith, Thomas, Verdin and Waldrep: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE SINCERE GRATITUDE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO DENNIS LANIER OF LEXINGTON FOR HIS GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION TO BOTH LEXINGTON COUNTY AND THIS STATE IN AIDING IN THE LIFESAVING EFFORTS OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL PERSONNEL BY CONSTRUCTING A HELICOPTER LANDING ZONE ON HIS PRIVATE PROPERTY TO PROVIDE A SAFE FACILITY IN WHICH TO GIVE MEDICAL TREATMENT IN CRISIS SITUATIONS.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered returned to the Senate with concurrence.

ROLL CALL

The roll call of the House of Representatives was taken resulting as follows:

	Allen
	Altman
	Anthony

	Bailey
	Bales
	Barfield

	Battle
	Bingham
	Bowers

	Branham
	Breeland
	G. Brown

	J. Brown
	R. Brown
	Cato

	Ceips
	Chellis
	Clark

	Clemmons
	Clyburn
	Coates

	Cobb-Hunter
	Coleman
	Cooper

	Cotty
	Dantzler
	Delleney

	Duncan
	Edge
	Emory

	Freeman
	Frye
	Gilham

	Gourdine
	Hagood
	Hamilton

	Harrell
	Harrison
	Haskins

	Hayes
	J. Hines
	M. Hines

	Hinson
	Hosey
	Howard

	Huggins
	Jennings
	Keegan

	Kennedy
	Kirsh
	Leach

	Lee
	Limehouse
	Littlejohn

	Lloyd
	Loftis
	Lourie

	Lucas
	Mack
	Mahaffey

	Martin
	McCraw
	McGee

	McLeod
	Merrill
	Miller

	Moody-Lawrence
	J. H. Neal
	J. M. Neal

	Ott
	Owens
	Parks

	Perry
	Phillips
	Pinson

	E. H. Pitts
	M. A. Pitts
	Quinn

	Rhoad
	Rice
	Richardson

	Rivers
	Rutherford
	Sandifer

	Scarborough
	Scott
	Sheheen

	Sinclair
	Skelton
	D. C. Smith

	G. M. Smith
	J. E. Smith
	J. R. Smith

	W. D. Smith
	Snow
	Stille

	Talley
	Taylor
	Thompson

	Toole
	Townsend
	Tripp

	Trotter
	Umphlett
	Vaughn

	Viers
	Walker
	Weeks

	Whipper
	White
	Whitmire

	Wilkins
	Witherspoon
	Young


STATEMENT OF ATTENDANCE

I came in after the roll call and was present for the Session on Tuesday, March 4.

	Denny Neilson
	Larry Koon

	Gary Simrill
	Jerry Govan

	Fletcher Smith

Ralph Davenport
	William G. Herbkersman


Total Present--121

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

The SPEAKER granted Rep. STEWART a leave of absence for today and tomorrow due to business reasons.

DOCTOR OF THE DAY

Announcement was made that Dr. Edward Conyers O'Bryan of Florence is the Doctor of the Day for the General Assembly.

CO-SPONSORS ADDED

In accordance with House Rule 5.2 below:

"5.2
Every bill before presentation shall have its title endorsed; every report, its title at length; every petition, memorial, or other paper, its prayer or substance; and, in every instance, the name of the member presenting any paper shall be endorsed and the papers shall be presented by the member to the Speaker at the desk.  After a bill or resolution has been presented and given first reading, no further names of co‑sponsors may be added.  A member may add his name to a bill or resolution or a co‑sponsor of a bill or resolution may remove his name at any time prior to the bill or resolution receiving passage on second reading.  The member or co‑sponsor shall notify the Clerk of the House in writing of his desire to have his name added or removed from the bill or resolution.  The Clerk of the House shall print the member’s or co‑sponsor’s written notification in the House Journal.  The removal or addition of a name does not apply to a bill or resolution sponsored by a committee.”

CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3037

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	MAHAFFEY


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3528

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	COATES


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3528

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	VIERS


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3590

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	VIERS


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3231

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	MAHAFFEY


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3231

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	LEACH


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3231

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	HAMILTON


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3231

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	LOFTIS


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3231

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	D. C. SMITH


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3689

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	BOWERS


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3140

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	BOWERS


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3538

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	MAHAFFEY


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3258

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/04/03
	MAHAFFEY


SENT TO THE SENATE

The following Bills were taken up, read the third time, and ordered sent to the Senate:

H. 3257 -- Reps. Lourie, J. E. Smith, J. Brown, Bales, Cotty, Scott, Howard, J. H. Neal and Rutherford: A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT BEGINNING WITH SCHOOL YEAR 2003-2004, THE STARTING DATE AND ENDING DATE FOR THE ANNUAL SCHOOL TERM OF RICHLAND COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE AND RICHLAND COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT TWO MUST BE SET BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF EACH RESPECTIVE DISTRICT IN THEIR SOLE DISCRETION PROVIDED THAT THE ANNUAL SCHOOL TERM MUST COMPLY WITH ALL REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 59-1-420 RELATING TO LENGTH OF THE SCHOOL TERM.

H. 3473 -- Reps. Jennings, Hosey, Whipper, Bales, Branham, Breeland, Haskins, Herbkersman, J. Hines, J. E. Smith, M. Hines, Littlejohn, Lloyd, Rivers, Simrill, Vaughn and Witherspoon: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 16-17-600, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE DESTRUCTION OR DESECRATION OF HUMAN REMAINS OR REPOSITORIES OF HUMAN REMAINS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR A PERSON TO STEAL ANYTHING OF VALUE FROM CERTAIN REPOSITORIES OF HUMAN REMAINS, TO MAKE A TECHNICAL CHANGE, AND TO REVISE THE PENALTY.

ORDERED TO THIRD READING

The following Bills were taken up, read the second time, and ordered to a third reading:

H. 3258 -- Reps. Walker, Talley, Littlejohn and Mahaffey: A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT BEGINNING WITH SCHOOL YEAR 2003-2004, THE STARTING DATE AND ENDING DATE FOR THE ANNUAL SCHOOL TERM OF SPARTANBURG COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONE THROUGH SEVEN MUST BE SET BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF EACH RESPECTIVE DISTRICT IN THEIR SOLE DISCRETION, PROVIDED THAT THE ANNUAL SCHOOL TERM MUST COMPLY WITH ALL REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 59-1-420 RELATING TO LENGTH OF THE SCHOOL TERM.

H. 3498 -- Reps. Trotter, Owens and Skelton: A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT BEGINNING WITH SCHOOL YEAR 2003-2004, THE STARTING DATE AND ENDING DATE FOR THE ANNUAL SCHOOL TERM OF THE PICKENS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT MUST BE SET BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT IN ITS SOLE DISCRETION PROVIDED THAT THE ANNUAL SCHOOL TERM MUST COMPLY WITH ALL REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 59-1-420 RELATING TO LENGTH OF THE SCHOOL TERM.

H. 3231--REQUESTS FOR DEBATE

The following Bill was taken up:

H. 3231 -- Reps. Gilham, Stille, Wilkins, Walker, Bales, M. A. Pitts, Cobb-Hunter, Richardson, Ceips, Cotty, Skelton, Owens, Haskins, Martin, Toole, Lourie, Huggins, E. H. Pitts, Talley, Mahaffey, Leach, Hamilton, Loftis and D. C. Smith: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 56-5-2950, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO A MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVER'S IMPLIED CONSENT TO CHEMICAL TESTS OF HIS BREATH, BLOOD, OR URINE FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING THE PRESENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS OR THE COMBINATION OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS IN HIS SYSTEM, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A DRIVER WHO REGISTERS AN ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION OF EIGHT ONE-HUNDREDTHS OF ONE PERCENT OR MORE IS GUILTY OF DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS, OR A COMBINATION OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS.

Reps. ALTMAN, WALKER, CLEMMONS, G. M. SMITH, SHEHEEN, SCARBOROUGH, JENNINGS, WHITE, OTT, LLOYD, SINCLAIR, J. E. SMITH, WHITMIRE, MERRILL, HINSON, E. H. PITTS, PINSON, WEEKS, RHOAD, MOODY-LAWRENCE, HAYES, VIERS and HOSEY requested debate on the Bill.

H. 3037--AMENDED AND ORDERED TO THIRD READING

The following Bill was taken up:

H. 3037 -- Reps. Altman, Vaughn, Umphlett, Merrill, Coates, Clemmons, Cotty and Mahaffey: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 7-13-350, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO CERTIFIED CANDIDATES NOMINATED BY PETITION, PRIMARY, OR CONVENTION, SO AS TO PROHIBIT A CANDIDATE FROM BEING NOMINATED BY MORE THAN ONE POLITICAL PARTY AND TO REQUIRE THE AUTHORITY CHARGED BY LAW WITH PRINTING THE BALLOT TO PRINT THE NAME OF THE CANDIDATE WITH THE ONE PARTY WHICH NOMINATED HIM.

The Committee on Judiciary proposed the following Amendment No. 1 (Doc Name COUNCIL\DKA\3268DW03), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking SECTION 1 in its entirety and inserting:

/ SECTION
1.
Section 7‑13‑350 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 392 of 2002, is further amended by adding:


“(C)
The authority charged by law with printing the ballot shall print the name of a candidate accompanied by whatever political parties nominate him and may not print his name more than once.” /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. HARRISON explained the amendment.

The amendment was then adopted.

The Bill, as amended, was read the second time and ordered to third reading.

R. 2, S. 158--GOVERNOR'S VETO --DEBATE ADJOURNED

The Veto on the following Act was taken up:  

(R2) S. 158 -- Senators Ravenel and Grooms: AN ACT TO CREATE THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND VOTER REGISTRATION OF CHARLESTON COUNTY, ABOLISH THE CHARLESTON COUNTY BOARD OF VOTER REGISTRATION, AND DEVOLVE THEIR POWERS AND DUTIES UPON THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND VOTER REGISTRATION.

Rep. ALTMAN moved to adjourn debate on the Veto until Wednesday, March 5, which was agreed to.  

H. 3341--SENATE AMENDMENTS CONCURRED IN

The Senate amendments to the following Concurrent Resolution were taken up for consideration: 

H. 3341 -- Rep. Lee: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO NAME A CERTAIN PORTION OF UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 221 IN SPARTANBURG COUNTY AS "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. MEMORIAL HIGHWAY" AND TO INSTALL APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS ALONG THIS PORTION OF HIGHWAY CONTAINING THE WORDS "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. MEMORIAL HIGHWAY".

The Senate amendments were concurred in and a message was ordered sent to the Senate accordingly.

MOTION PERIOD

The motion period was dispensed with on motion of Rep. COATES.

H. 3538--DEBATE ADJOURNED

Rep. TOWNSEND moved to adjourn debate upon the following Bill until Wednesday, March 5, which was adopted:

H. 3538 -- Reps. Townsend, Gilham, J. M. Neal, J. Hines, Martin, Wilkins, Cato, Chellis, Littlejohn, W. D. Smith, Stille, White, Talley, Thompson, Bailey, Clemmons, Barfield, Simrill and Mahaffey: A BILL TO ENACT THE "DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES REFORM ACT OF 2003" INCLUDING PROVISIONS TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 56-1-5 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES; BY ADDING SECTION 56-1-15 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES MAY ENTER INTO CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN PERSONS AND ENTITIES TO ADMINISTER CERTAIN PORTIONS OF THE DRIVER'S LICENSE EXAMINATION; BY ADDING SECTION 56-1-125 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT CERTAIN PERSONS MUST BE REGISTERED FOR THE UNITED STATES SELECTIVE SERVICE WHEN APPLYING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES FOR CERTAIN SERVICES; BY ADDING SECTION 56-1-345 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES MAY CHARGE AND COLLECT CERTAIN FEES FOR PROVIDING CERTAIN INFORMATION RECORDS MAINTAINED BY THE DEPARTMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 1-30-90, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO CERTAIN DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, SO AS TO DELETE ALL DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS THAT RELATE TO ITS MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION; TO AMEND SECTION 23-6-20 AND SECTION 23-6-30, BOTH AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT, DUTIES, AND POWERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, SO AS TO DELETE ITS MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION AND ITS DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 56-1-10, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE DEFINITIONS OF TERMS THAT RELATE TO THE REGULATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES ALONG THE STATE'S HIGHWAYS, SO AS TO REDEFINE THE TERM "DEPARTMENT" TO MEAN THE "DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES"; TO AMEND SECTION 56-1-140, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE FEE FOR AND CONTENT OF A DRIVER'S LICENSE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE FEE FOR A DRIVER'S LICENSE THAT IS VALID FOR FIVE YEARS IS TWELVE DOLLARS AND FIFTY CENTS, AND THE FEE FOR A DRIVER'S LICENSE THAT IS VALID FOR TEN YEARS IS TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS; TO AMEND SECTION 56-1-210, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE EXPIRATION AND RENEWAL OF A DRIVER'S LICENSE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A DRIVER'S LICENSE IS VALID FOR TEN YEARS INSTEAD OF FIVE YEARS FOR A PERSON WHO IS UNDER SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE; TO AMEND SECTION 56-2-2740, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE RENEWAL OF LICENSE PLATES, VALIDATION DECALS, AND VEHICLE REGISTRATION CARDS, SO AS TO DELETE THE PROVISION THAT REQUIRES THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO ISSUE LICENSE PLATES AND REVALIDATION DECALS, TO PROVIDE THAT A PERSON SHALL OBTAIN MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE PLATES FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES OR AN ENTITY AUTHORIZED BY THE DEPARTMENT, TO PROVIDE THAT A PERSON SHALL OBTAIN VALIDATION DECALS AND MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION CARDS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES, THE COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE, OR AN ENTITY AUTHORIZED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES, TO PROVIDE THE CONDITIONS UPON WHICH VALIDATION DECALS AND REGISTRATION CARDS MAY BE ISSUED, AND TO PROVIDE THAT CERTAIN FEES MAY BE CHARGED BY THE TREASURER'S OFFICES AND CERTAIN ENTITIES TO DEFRAY THEIR COSTS OF ISSUING VALIDATION DECALS AND REGISTRATION CARDS; TO REPEAL SECTION 23-6-35, RELATING TO FEES THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY MAY CHARGE AND COLLECT FOR PROVIDING CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLE RECORDS; TO REPEAL ARTICLE 7, CHAPTER 6, TITLE 23, RELATING TO THE CREATION AND CERTAIN DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY; AND TO DIRECT THE CODE COMMISSIONER TO CHANGE CERTAIN REFERENCES THAT RELATE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND THE NEWLY CREATED DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES.

S. 375--AMENDED AND ORDERED TO THIRD READING

The following Joint Resolution was taken up:

S. 375 -- Senators Martin, Leatherman, Peeler, Drummond, Giese, Setzler, Land, Holland, Moore, Short, Hutto, Hayes, Waldrep, Knotts, Ritchie, Verdin, Pinckney, J. V. Smith, McConnell, Courson, Thomas, Gregory, Mescher, Ryberg, Alexander, Fair, Ravenel, Branton, Grooms, Richardson, Hawkins and Kuhn: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF THIS STATE MAY FURLOUGH DISTRICT PERSONNEL TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO AVOID A YEAR-END DEFICIT AND A REDUCTION IN FORCE AND TO PROVIDE THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF A FURLOUGH PURSUANT TO THIS PROVISION; AND TO PROVIDE THAT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2002-2003, ALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND SPECIAL SCHOOLS OF THIS STATE MAY TRANSFER REVENUE BETWEEN PROGRAMS TO ANY INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM WITH THE SAME FUNDING SOURCE AND ANY UNOBLIGATED INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM FUNDS MAY BE USED FOR OPERATIONAL PURPOSES.

Rep. OTT proposed the following Amendment No. 5 (Doc Name COUNCIL\GJK\20282SD03), which was tabled:

Amend the joint resolution, as and if amended, by striking the first sentence of the second paragraph and inserting:

/
The school district may furlough district and school administrative staff and school level employees.  A furlough of district level administrative staff who are paid using the district’s administrative salary schedule may not exceed ten days.  A furlough of direct instructional classroom and all other employees of the district may not exceed five days and may only be implemented after it is determined that a furlough of five days at the district administrative staff level would be insufficient to avoid a year‑end deficit and a reduction in force.  The school district may furlough direct instructional classroom and school support staff for a period not to exceed five days, no more than two of which may be instructional days. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. OTT explained the amendment.

Rep. OTT moved to table the amendment, which was agreed to.

Reps. OTT, J.E. SMITH, AND TOWNSEND proposed the following Amendment No. 6 (Doc Name COUNCIL\GJK\ 20287SD03), which was adopted:

Amend the joint resoltuion, as and if amended, in SECTION 1 by striking the second paragraph beginning on line 5, page 2, and inserting:

/
The local school district board of trustees may implement a furlough of any district employee once certification to the State Superintendent documents all funding flexibility has been exhausted and continued year‑end deficits exist.  Local school boards of trustees shall have the authority to authorize furloughs of its employees in the manner in which it sees fit.  However, furloughs of instructional classroom and all other support staff may not exceed five days with no more than two of which may be instructional days and district and school administrators may be furloughed for a period up to ten days.  The local school district board of trustees shall take all reasonable action necessary to provide furlough days on in‑service days and shall only provide for furlough days on instructional days if absolutely necessary.  All school districts are exempt from the defined minimum plan in Section 59‑1‑420 to the extent absolutely necessary to carry out this provision.  /
Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. OTT explained the amendment.

Rep. OTT spoke in favor of the amendment.

Rep. WALKER spoke in favor of the amendment.

The question then recurred to the adoption of the amendment.

Rep. MOODY-LAWRENCE demanded the yeas and nays, which were not ordered.

The amendment was then adopted.

Rep. J. E. SMITH spoke against the Joint Resolution.

Pursuant to Rule 7.7 the Yeas and Nays were taken resulting as follows:

Yeas 109; Nays 2

 Those who voted in the affirmative are:

	Allen
	Anthony
	Bailey

	Bales
	Barfield
	Battle

	Bingham
	Bowers
	Branham

	Breeland
	G. Brown
	J. Brown

	R. Brown
	Cato
	Ceips

	Chellis
	Clark
	Clemmons

	Clyburn
	Coates
	Cobb-Hunter

	Coleman
	Cooper
	Cotty

	Dantzler
	Delleney
	Duncan

	Edge
	Emory
	Freeman

	Frye
	Gilham
	Gourdine

	Govan
	Hagood
	Hamilton

	Harrison
	Haskins
	Hayes

	J. Hines
	M. Hines
	Hinson

	Hosey
	Howard
	Jennings

	Keegan
	Kennedy
	Kirsh

	Koon
	Leach
	Lee

	Limehouse
	Littlejohn
	Lloyd

	Loftis
	Lourie
	Lucas

	Mack
	Mahaffey
	Martin

	McCraw
	McGee
	McLeod

	Merrill
	Miller
	J. M. Neal

	Neilson
	Ott
	Owens

	Parks
	Perry
	Phillips

	Pinson
	E. H. Pitts
	M. A. Pitts

	Quinn
	Rhoad
	Rice

	Richardson
	Rivers
	Sandifer

	Scarborough
	Scott
	Sheheen

	Simrill
	Skelton
	D. C. Smith

	G. M. Smith
	J. R. Smith
	Snow

	Stille
	Talley
	Taylor

	Thompson
	Toole
	Townsend

	Tripp
	Trotter
	Umphlett

	Vaughn
	Viers
	Walker

	Weeks
	Whipper
	White

	Whitmire
	Wilkins
	Witherspoon

	Young
	
	


Total--109

 Those who voted in the negative are:

	Moody-Lawrence
	J. E. Smith
	


Total--2

So, the Joint Resolution, as amended, was read the second time and ordered to third reading.

RECURRENCE TO THE MORNING HOUR

Rep. COOPER moved that the House recur to the Morning Hour, which was agreed to.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS  

The following Bills and Joint Resolution were introduced, read the first time, and referred to appropriate committees:

H. 3723 -- Reps. Walker, Littlejohn, Mahaffey, Sinclair, W. D. Smith and Talley: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 56-5-2915 SO AS TO ESTABLISH DEATH BY A VEHICLE AS A MISDEMEANOR OFFENSE AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

H. 3724 -- Reps. Bales, J. Brown, Harrison and Scott: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE SCHOOL DAY MISSED ON JANUARY 23, 2003, BY THE STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND STAFF OF RICHLAND COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE WHEN THE SCHOOLS OF THE DISTRICT WERE CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, ICE, OR INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS IS EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE-UP REQUIREMENT OF THE DEFINED MINIMUM PLAN THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP.

On motion of Rep. BALES, with unanimous consent, the Joint Resolution was ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.

H. 3725 -- Reps. R. Brown, Weeks, G. Brown, J. Hines, Littlejohn, Mack and Moody-Lawrence: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 40-7-50, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR BARBERS AND OTHER PROFESSIONALS CONNECTED TO BARBERING, SO AS TO CHANGE THE RENEWAL REQUIREMENT FROM EVERY YEAR TO EVERY OTHER YEAR; AND TO AMEND SECTION 40-7-250, RELATING TO RENEWAL OF A MASTER HAIRCARE SPECIALIST LICENSE, SO AS TO CHANGE THE RENEWAL REQUIREMENT FROM EVERY YEAR TO EVERY OTHER YEAR.

Referred to Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs

H. 3726 -- Rep. Harrison: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 16-17-495, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO INTERFERENCE WITH A CHILD CUSTODY ORDER, SO AS TO PROVIDE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER MAY RECOVER A CHILD WHOM HE BELIEVES HAS BEEN TAKEN OR IS BEING WITHHELD FROM HIS LEGAL CUSTODIAN, AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR A PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY GIVES FALSE INFORMATION TO A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER DURING THE COURSE OF A DISPUTE INVOLVING THE CUSTODY OF A CHILD.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

H. 3727 -- Rep. J. E. Smith: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 15-78-30, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS USED IN THE SOUTH CAROLINA TORT CLAIMS ACT, SO AS TO INCLUDE THE SOUTH CAROLINA NATIONAL GUARD AND THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE GUARD IN CERTAIN DEFINITIONS, AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE THAT AN EMPLOYEE INCLUDES MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA NATIONAL GUARD, MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE GUARD, AND PERSONS ACTING ON BEHALF OR IN SERVICE OF A GOVERNMENTAL UNIT WITHOUT PAY OR COMPENSATION; AND TO AMEND SECTION 15-78-60, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO EXEMPTIONS TO THE WAIVER OF IMMUNITY IN THE STATE TORT CLAIMS ACT, SO AS TO INCLUDE CERTAIN HOME SECURITY AND COUNTER-TERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN THE EXEMPTION RELATING TO ACTIVITIES OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA NATIONAL GUARD AND THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE GUARD.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

Rep. SCOTT moved that the House do now adjourn, which was agreed to.

RETURNED WITH CONCURRENCE

The Senate returned to the House with concurrence the following:

H. 3624 -- Reps. Walker, Anthony, Davenport, Lee, Littlejohn, Mahaffey, Sinclair, W. D. Smith and Talley: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE SPARTANBURG COUNTY FOR ITS MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND TO DECLARE MARCH 12, 2003, AS "SPARTANBURG COUNTY DAY" IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

H. 3666 -- Reps. Talley, Allen, Altman, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Freeman, Frye, Gilham, Gourdine, Govan, Hagood, Hamilton, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jennings, Keegan, Kennedy, Kirsh, Koon, Leach, Lee, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Lloyd, Loftis, Lourie, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Quinn, Rhoad, Rice, Richardson, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Sheheen, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Snow, Stewart, Stille, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Trotter, Umphlett, Vaughn, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Wilkins, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE BELIEF OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT NASCAR RACING IS A VITAL AND INTEGRAL PART OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND SOUTH CAROLINA'S ECONOMY, AND TO RECOGNIZE THE DARLINGTON RACEWAY AS ONE OF OUR STATE'S MOST FEATURED ATTRACTIONS WHICH SHOULD CONTINUE TO HOST TWO NASCAR WINSTON CUP RACES EACH YEAR.

ADJOURNMENT

At 1:05 p.m. the House, in accordance with the motion of Rep. BRANHAM, adjourned in memory of Marshall Ray Altman of Lake City, to meet at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow.

***
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