Tuesday, February 28, 2006

(Statewide Session)

Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter


The Senate assembled at 12:00 Noon, the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT.


A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion by the Chaplain as follows:

Beloved, hear a word from Psalm 33:4-5:


“For the word of the Lord is right, and all His work is trustworthy.  
He loves righteousness and justice.”


Let us pray.


Father, we thank You for Your word to teach us.  We pray that You will guide us to do the right thing in all that we do here in the Senate.  Help us to love righteousness and justice and to show all our people in all that we do that we are trustworthy.


God bless and guide the advisors of our President.  


Lord, have mercy on us all.

Amen!


The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of Grand Juries and such like papers.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR


The following appointments were transmitted by the Honorable Mark C. Sanford:

Statewide Appointments

Initial Appointment, Central Drought Response Committee, with term to commence March 1, 2004, and to expire March 1, 2008

Commission of Public Works:

John W. Westcott, Spartanburg Water System, 297 South Ave., Spartanburg, S.C.  29306  VICE John Daniel Bennett

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources.


Initial Appointment, Central Drought Response Committee, with term to commence March 1, 2004, and to expire March 1, 2008

Special Purpose Districts:

Stephen Michael Caston, Startex-Jackson-Wellford-Duncan-Water District, P. O. Box 607, Lyman, S.C. 29365 VICE Carl Jack Earle

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources.


Initial Appointment, South Carolina State Board of Financial Institutions, with term to commence June 30, 2002, and to expire June 30, 2006

Licensed Consumer Finance:

Jonathan  Foster, 109 Red Berry Lane, Easley, S.C. 29642 VICE William Sachs

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance.


Initial Appointment, South Carolina State Commission on Higher Education, with term to commence July 1, 2004, and to expire July 1, 2008

At-Large:

Kenneth B. Wingate, Sweeny, Wingate and Barrow, P. A., P. O. Box 12129, Columbia, S.C.  29211  VICE Carl Solomon

Referred to the Committee on Education.


Initial Appointment, South Carolina State Commission on Higher Education, with term to commence July 1, 2006, and to expire July 1, 2008

Research Institutions:

Dr. Louis B. Lynn, ENVIRO AgScience, P.O. Box 23285, Columbia, S.C. 29224 VICE Miles Loadholt

Referred to the Committee on Education.


Reappointment, South Carolina Commission for the Blind, with term to commence May 19, 2006, and to expire May 19, 2010

1st Congressional District:

Charlene M. Grice, M. D., 834 Pitt Street, Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 29464


Referred to the General Committee.


Reappointment, South Carolina Board of Juvenile Parole, with term to commence June 30, 2006, and to expire June 30, 2010

2nd Congressional District:

Duane M. Swygert, P. O. Box 486, Hardeeville, S.C. 29927


Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


Initial Appointment, South Carolina Board of Juvenile Parole, with term to commence June 30, 2006, and to expire June 30, 2010

At-Large:

Issac Johnson, Jerusalem Baptist Church, 301 South Sixth Street, Hartsville, S.C.  29550  VICE Roosevelt Boyd

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


Initial Appointment, South Carolina Crime Victims' Advisory Board, with term to commence August 1, 2005, and to expire August 1, 2010

Attorney:

Rebecca C. Patrick, Rogers Townsent and Thomas, PC, 700 Gervais Street, Suite 100, Columbia, S.C.  29202  VICE Christine Olle Sloan

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


Initial Appointment, Solicitor of the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit

Hon. Issac McDuffie Stone, 3 Rowboat Row, Hilton Head Island, S.C. 29928  VICE  Randolph Murdaugh III


Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Doctor of the Day

Senator GROOMS introduced Dr. William Hueston of Charleston, S.C., Doctor of the Day.

Leave of Absence

On motion of Senator McCONNELL, at 12:05 P.M., Senator J. VERNE SMITH was granted a leave of absence for the week.

Leave of Absence

On motion of Senator MOORE, at 12:05 P.M., Senator DRUMMOND was granted a leave of absence for today.

S. 1174 --CO-SPONSOR ADDED


S. 1174 XE “S. 1174” \b  -- Senator McConnell:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 42‑3‑25, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CHAIRMAN, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, AND ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COMMISSION, SO AS TO ELIMINATE THE POSITION OF EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT FOR THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 42‑3‑80, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT OF THE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COMMISSION, SO AS TO CHANGE THE NAME OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR; AND TO REPEAL SECTION 42‑3‑50, RELATING TO THE EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT FOR THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.


On motion of Senator FORD, with unanimous consent, the name of Senator FORD was added as a co-sponsor of S. 1174.

S. 1168--CO-SPONSOR ADDED


S. 1168 XE “S. 1168” \b  -- Senators Hutto, Sheheen, Matthews, Short, Leventis, Land and Drummond:  A JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 29, ARTICLE III OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT TAXES UPON REAL PROPERTY MUST BE ASSESSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE METHODS AS PROVIDED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ARTICLE X OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION; TO AMEND SECTIONS 1 AND 3 OF ARTICLE X, RELATING TO FINANCE AND TAXATION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE REQUIREMENT THAT TAXATION OF REAL PROPERTY MUST BE UNIFORM APPLIES TO PROPERTY WITHIN A TAXING JURISDICTION RATHER THAN STATEWIDE; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 6 OF ARTICLE X, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL ESTABLISH METHODS OF VALUATION FOR COUNTIES TO SELECT FROM FOR ASSESSMENT OF REAL PROPERTY WITHIN THEIR JURISDICTIONS; AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY LAW SHALL PROVIDE FOR THE TERMS, CONDITIONS, AND PROCEDURES TO IMPLEMENT THE ABOVE PROVISIONS.

On motion of Senator FORD, with unanimous consent, the name of Senator FORD was added as a co-sponsor of S. 1168.

S. 1176--CO-SPONSOR ADDED


S. 1176 XE “S. 1176” \b  -- Senators Malloy, Knotts, Sheheen, McConnell and Martin:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING CHAPTER 85 TO TITLE 15 SO AS TO ENACT THE “SOUTH CAROLINA FALSE CLAIMS ACT” PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS, LIABILITY FOR FALSE OR FRAUDULENT CLAIMS UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, PROCEDURES FOR CIVIL ACTIONS FOR FALSE CLAIMS, THE PROCEDURE AND CONTENTS OF CIVIL INVESTIGATIVE DEMANDS, AND CREATING THE STATE FALSE CLAIMS ACT INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION FUND.


On motion of Senator FORD, with unanimous consent, the name of Senator FORD was added as a co-sponsor of S. 1176.

S. 1182--CO-SPONSORS ADDED


S. 1182 XE “S. 1182” \b  -- Senator Richardson:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 23, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AND PUBLIC SAFETY, BY ADDING CHAPTER 50 SO AS TO ENACT THE SOUTH CAROLINA FIRST RESPONDER INTEROPERABILITY ACT WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A STATEWIDE 800 MHZ COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK ALLOWING STATE AND LOCAL FIRST RESPONDER PUBLIC SAFETY ENTITIES TO COMMUNICATE ACROSS A SINGLE MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE FUNDING OF THE PALMETTO 800 NETWORK TO BE DERIVED IN PART FROM UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUNDS AND INTERIM LEC FUNDS DERIVED PURSUANT TO SECTION 58‑9‑280; AND TO AMEND SECTION 58‑9‑280, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO TELEPHONE UTILITIES AND TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION SHALL REQUIRE ALL PROVIDERS OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES, INCLUDING WIRELESS AND CABLE PROVIDERS, TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND BASED ON A FORMULA DETERMINED BY THE COMMISSION AND TO PROVIDE THAT NO MORE THAN TWENTY MILLION DOLLARS ANNUALLY IN TOTAL USF ASSESSMENTS MAY BE IMPOSED ON ALL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS SUBJECT TO THE USF IN ANY FISCAL YEAR.


On motion of Senator SCOTT, with unanimous consent, the names of Senators SCOTT and MESCHER were added as co-sponsors of S. 1182.

S. 66--CO-SPONSOR ADDED


S. 66 XE "S. 66" \b  -- Senators Short and Ford:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTIONS 44‑61‑120, AS AMENDED, 44‑61‑130, AS AMENDED, AND 44‑61‑330 OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, ALL RELATING TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL TO INCLUDE GUIDELINES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF EPINEPHRINE IN A COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PLAN; TO AUTHORIZE EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS TO POSSESS EPINEPHRINE; AND TO REQUIRE GUIDELINES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF EPINEPHRINE TO A CHILD SUFFERING FROM A SEVERE ALLERGIC REACTION.


On motion of Senator LOURIE, with unanimous consent, the name of Senator LOURIE was added as a co-sponsor of S. 66.

S. 1113--CO-SPONSORS ADDED


S. 1113 XE “S. 1113” \b  -- Senators Malloy, Williams, Scott, Sheheen, Knotts, Cleary, Short, Reese, Anderson, Elliott, Ford, Jackson, Pinckney, Rankin, Land, Hutto, McGill and Hawkins:  A SENATE RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE SENATE BANKING AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT OVERSIGHT HEARINGS WITH RESPECT TO THE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE AND REPORT TO THE SENATE ITS FINDINGS AND ANY RECOMMENDATIONS RESULTING FROM THESE OVERSIGHT HEARINGS.


On motion of Senator MATTHEWS, with unanimous consent, the names of Senators MATTHEWS and PATTERSON were added as co-sponsors of S. 1113.

Expression of Personal Interest
Senator HAWKINS rose for an Expression of Personal Interest.

MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senator McCONNELL, with unanimous consent, the Senate agreed that, when the Senate adjourns today, it stand adjourned to meet at 11:45 A.M. tomorrow to convene for the purposes of attending the Joint Assembly and, at the conclusion of the Joint Assembly, the Senate would recede until 2:00 P.M.   

Privilege of the Floor


On motion of Senator COURSON, with unanimous consent, the Privilege of the Floor was extended to Ms. Susan Aude, co-anchor of the WIS-TV news.


Ms. Aude was escorted to the podium by the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate where she was presented a Resolution honoring her many years at WIS-TV upon her retirement.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

The following were introduced:


S. 1184 XE "
S. 1184" \b -- Senator Alexander:  A SENATE RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING MRS. ALMEDA ROGERS JACKS ON HER RETIREMENT FROM CLEMSON UNIVERSITY, THANKING HER FOR HER CONTINUED DEDICATION TO IMPROVING THE CAMPUS AND STUDENT LIFE, AND TO WISH HER MUCH SUCCESS IN HER FUTURE ENDEAVORS.
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The Senate Resolution was adopted.


S. 1185 XE "
S. 1185" \b -- Senators Grooms, Verdin and Hutto:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 46 OF THE 1976 CODE, BY ADDING  CHAPTER 53, TO PROVIDE FLEXIBILITY IN PROMULGATING REGULATIONS THAT ADVERSELY IMPACT AGRICULTURAL FACILITIES AND AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS, TO DEFINE "AGRICULTURAL FACILITY" AND "AGRICULTURAL OPERATION", TO PROVIDE FOR THE AGRICULTURE REGULATORY REVIEW COMMITTEE AND ITS MEMBERSHIP, POWERS, AND RESPONSIBILITIES, TO REQUIRE REVIEW OF AGENCY REGULATIONS TO PROMOTE FLEXIBILITY IN PROMULGATING REGULATIONS THAT ADVERSELY IMPACT AGRICULTURAL FACILITIES AND AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS, TO REQUIRE EXAMINATION OF REGULATORY ALTERNATIVES AND PROVIDE FOR REVIEW OF AGENCY DECISIONS, AND TO PROVIDE AN EXEMPTION FOR EMERGENCY REGULATIONS.
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Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources.


S. 1186 XE "
S. 1186" \b -- Senator Ryberg:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 58-9-2510 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS CONCERNING TELEPHONE SERVICE FOR HEARING AND SPEECH IMPAIRED PERSONS, TO DELETE REFERENCES TO A TDD USER; TO AMEND SECTION 58-9-2520, RELATING TO A STATEWIDE ACCESS PROGRAM TO SERVICES FOR THOSE PERSONS, TO PROVIDE FOR REAL-TIME, CLOSED-CAPTION COVERAGE OF BROADCAST NEWS IN THE FOUR GEOGRAPHIC AREAS OF THE STATE AND OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AS WELL AS AN INTERPRETER FOR THOSE PERSONS HAVING BUSINESS BEFORE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; AND TO AMEND SECTION 58-9-2540, RELATING TO AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE, TO MAKE THE COMMITTEE MANDATORY AND TO MODIFY THE APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMITTEE.
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Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


S. 1187 XE "
S. 1187" \b -- Senators Sheheen, Malloy, Campsen and Ritchie:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 17-1-40, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DESTRUCTION OF RECORDS WHEN A PERSON IS CHARGED WITH A CRIMINAL OFFENSE, BUT THE CHARGE IS DISCHARGED, PROCEEDINGS ARE DISMISSED, OR THE PERSON IS FOUND NOT GUILTY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE PERSON MUST NOT BE REQUIRED TO PAY A FEE TO HAVE THE RECORDS DESTROYED.

l:\council\bills\ms\7143ahb06.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


S. 1188 XE "
S. 1188" \b -- Senator Leatherman:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 3 TO CHAPTER 117, TITLE 44 SO AS TO AUTHORIZE AND ESTABLISH THE PROCEDURES FOR ELECTRONIC PRESCRIPTION PROCESSING, INCLUDING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, CONTENTS OF THE PRESCRIPTION, ACCEPTABLE METHODS OF ELECTRONIC PRESCRIPTION TRANSMISSION, CRITERIA AND SAFEGUARDS FOR THE ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT UTILIZED TO ELECTRONICALLY TRANSMIT THESE PRESCRIPTIONS, PATIENT CONFIDENTIALITY, AND SANCTIONS FOR VIOLATIONS.
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Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.


S. 1189 XE "
S. 1189" \b -- Senator Martin:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 75 TO CHAPTER 3, TITLE 56 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES MAY ISSUE KOREAN WAR VETERANS SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES.
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Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Transportation.


S. 1190 XE "
S. 1190" \b -- Senators Grooms and Gregory:  A SENATE RESOLUTION CELEBRATING SIXTY YEARS OF TREE FARMING IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND SALUTING THE SOUTH CAROLINA TREE FARM PROGRAM.
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The Senate Resolution was adopted.


S. 1191 XE "
S. 1191" \b -- Senators Knotts, Setzler, Malloy, Leatherman, Martin, Land, McConnell, Alexander, Anderson, Bryant, Campsen, Cleary, Courson, Cromer, Drummond, Elliott, Fair, Ford, Gregory, Grooms, Hawkins, Hayes, Hutto, Jackson, Leventis, Lourie, Matthews, McGill, Mescher, Moore, O'Dell, Patterson, Peeler, Pinckney, Rankin, Reese, Richardson, Ritchie, Ryberg, Scott, Sheheen, Short, J. Verne Smith, Thomas, Verdin and Williams:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS OF THIS STATE AND RESIDENTS OF THIS STATE SERVING IN THE UNIFORMED SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY MUST BE AWARDED THE ORDER OF THE PALMETTO POSTHUMOUSLY.
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Senator KNOTTS spoke on the Resolution.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


H. 4622 XE "
H. 4622" \b -- Reps. Walker, Cato, Harrell, Bingham, Leach, Loftis, Tripp, Cooper, White, Townsend, Bales, Battle and Dantzler:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 38-77-350, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE FORM TO BE USED WHEN OPTIONAL AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COVERAGES ARE OFFERED TO AN INSURED, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE FORM MUST NOT NECESSARILY BE COMPLETED BY THE INSURED, BUT MUST BE SIGNED BY THE INSURED TO BE USED AS EVIDENCE OF INFORMED SELECTION.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance.


H. 4708 XE "
H. 4708" \b -- Reps. Bowers, Hodges and R. Brown:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 57-23-810, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO ROADSIDE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT ADJACENT TO INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 95 IN COLLETON COUNTY BETWEEN MILE MARKERS 52 AND 54, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE PROVISIONS CONTAINED IN THIS SECTION ALSO APPLY TO ROADSIDE VEGETATION ADJACENT TO THE PORTION OF INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 95 BETWEEN MILE MARKERS 54 AND 58.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Transportation.


H. 4710 XE "
H. 4710" \b -- Reps. Witherspoon, Barfield, Clemmons, Frye, Hardwick and Sandifer:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION CELEBRATING SIXTY YEARS OF TREE FARMING IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND SALUTING THE SOUTH CAROLINA TREE FARM PROGRAM.


The Concurrent Resolution was introduced and referred to the Committee on Fish, Game and Forestry.


H. 4719 XE "
H. 4719" \b -- Rep. Davenport:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND RECOGNIZE TAYLOR LEIGH MORRIS OF SPARTANBURG COUNTY FOR HER OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO HER SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY AND TO WISH HER THE BEST IN ALL FUTURE ENDEAVORS.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.


H. 4720 XE "
H. 4720" \b -- Reps. Funderburk, Brady, Ceips, Cobb-Hunter, Haley, Harvin, Haskins, Hinson, Martin, Miller, Moody-Lawrence, Neilson, Parks, Young, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Govan, Hagood, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Mitchell, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Norman, Ott, Owens, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire and Witherspoon:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZED COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOR ITS OUTSTANDING PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP, THE ALLIANCE FOR WOMEN, AND COMMEND THEM FOR THIS INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIP AND THEIR LONGSTANDING COMMITMENT AND DEDICATION TO IMPROVING THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN SOUTH CAROLINA.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.


H. 4721 XE "
H. 4721" \b -- Rep. Davenport:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR CAITLYN LYDIA CARLILE OF SPARTANBURG COUNTY FOR HER OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO HER SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY AND TO WISH HER THE BEST IN ALL HER FUTURE ENDEAVORS.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR.
ADOPTED

H. 4551 XE “H. 4551” \b  -- Rep. Cooper:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO PROCLAIM APRIL 22, 2006, AS THE GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND ENCOURAGE ALL SOUTH CAROLINIANS TO RECOGNIZE THE MANY CONTRIBUTIONS OF A CLEAN AND BEAUTIFUL STATE TO AN IMPROVED QUALITY OF LIFE.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.

CARRIED OVER

S. 1050 XE “S. 1050” \b  -- Senators Ritchie, Ford, Mescher, Knotts, Bryant, Setzler and Campsen:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, SO AS TO ENACT THE “FAMILY COURT REFORM ACT OF 2006”, BY AMENDING SECTION 15-36-10, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO LIABILITY FOR ATTORNEY’S FEES AND COSTS OF FRIVOLOUS SUITS, SO AS TO CLARIFY THAT AN ACTION IN FAMILY COURT IS SUBJECT TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA FRIVOLOUS CIVIL PROCEEDINGS SANCTIONS ACT AND MANDATE SANCTIONS FOR MULTIPLE FINDINGS OF FRIVOLOUS SUITS; TO AMEND SECTION 20‑3‑130, RELATING TO THE AWARD OF ALIMONY AND OTHER ALLOWANCES IN DIVORCE CASES, SO AS TO ELIMINATE ADULTERY AS A PROHIBITION TO AN AWARD OF ALIMONY, TO CREATE A CATEGORY OF “LIMITED ALIMONY”, TO CREATE A REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION OF FINITE ALIMONY FOR SHORT‑TERM MARRIAGES AND DEFINE SHORT-TERM MARRIAGES, TO MODIFY THE TIME PERIOD FOR MARITAL MISCONDUCT AS AN ALIMONY FACTOR TO THE DATE OF FILING AN ACTION FOR DIVORCE OR SEPARATE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE AND RELATING TO THE PAYMENT OF ALIMONY AND SEPARATE MAINTENANCE AND SUPPORT IN DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS, TO REQUIRE THAT ALL PAYMENTS MADE BY THE PAYOR MUST BE MADE THROUGH THE CLERK OF COURT UNLESS THE PAYOR SPOUSE DEMONSTRATES THAT HE WILL NOT DEFAULT ON THE OBLIGATION OR PROVIDE ADEQUATE SECURITY FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE SUPPORT, AND TO REQUIRE THAT IF THE PAYOR SPOUSE IS EVER TEN DAYS OR MORE LATE IN PAYING HIS OBLIGATION, THEN, UPON THE FILING OF AN AFFIDAVIT BY THE PAYEE SPOUSE, ALL FUTURE PAYMENTS, ALONG WITH A SERVICE FEE, MUST BE MADE THROUGH THE CLERK OF COURT; TO AMEND TITLE 20, RELATING TO THE CHILDREN’S CODE, BY ADDING CHAPTER 6, ENTITLED THE “SOUTH CAROLINA FAMILY COURT HEARING OFFICER ACT”, SO AS TO ESTABLISH FAMILY COURT HEARING OFFICERS; TO AMEND CHAPTER 7 OF TITLE 20, RELATING TO THE PAYMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT, BY ADDING SECTION 20-7-93, SO AS TO REQUIRE THAT IN CHILD SUPPORT ORDERS, THE PAYMENT MUST BE MADE THROUGH THE CLERK OF COURT UNLESS THE PAYOR SPOUSE DEMONSTRATES THAT HE WILL NOT DEFAULT ON THE OBLIGATION OR PROVIDES ADEQUATE SECURITY FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE SUPPORT; TO AMEND SECTION 20‑7‑420, RELATING TO THE JURISDICTION OF FAMILY COURT IN DOMESTIC MATTERS, SO AS TO ADD A SUBSECTION CONCERNING FAMILY COURT JURISDICTION IN FRIVOLOUS MATTERS AND TO MANDATE THAT JUDGES SANCTION PARTIES WITH TWO OR MORE PRIOR DETERMINATIONS OF FILING A FRIVOLOUS CLAIM OR MOTION; TO AMEND SECTION 20‑7‑472, RELATING TO THE EQUITABLE APPORTIONMENT AND CRITERIA OF MARITAL PROPERTY, SO AS TO MODIFY THE TIME PERIOD FOR MARITAL MISCONDUCT AS AN EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION FACTOR TO THE DATE OF FILING AN ACTION FOR DIVORCE OR SEPARATE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE; TO AMEND SECTION 20-7-570, RELATING TO A FALSE REPORT OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT MADE MALICIOUSLY OR IN BAD FAITH, SO AS TO MANDATE THAT JUDGES SANCTION THE REPORTING PARTY UPON A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT DETERMINATION OF MAKING A FALSE REPORT MALICIOUSLY OR IN BAD FAITH; AND TO AMEND TITLE 20, BY ADDING CHAPTER 8, ENTITLED THE “SOUTH CAROLINA FAMILY LAW MEDIATION ACT”, SO AS TO MANDATE MEDIATION IN ALL DOMESTIC RELATIONS ACTIONS IN FAMILY COURT, TO PROVIDE FOR EXCEPTIONS WHERE MEDIATION IS NOT REQUIRED AND EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE MEDIATION MAY BE WAIVED, TO PROVIDE A TIMEFRAME WITHIN WHICH MEDIATION MUST BE ACCOMPLISHED, AND TO PROVIDE THAT NO FINAL HEARING IN A DOMESTIC RELATIONS ACTION SHALL BE SCHEDULED UNTIL MEDIATION IS COMPLETED IN THE MATTER, UNLESS IT IS EXEMPTED OR EXCEPTED FROM MEDIATION.


On motion of Senator MOORE, with unanimous consent, the Bill was carried over.

THE CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED CALENDAR HAVING BEEN COMPLETED, THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE MOTION PERIOD.
MADE SPECIAL ORDER


S. 1084 XE “S. 1084” \b  -- Senators McConnell, Ritchie, Bryant, Campsen, Ford, Ryberg and Knotts:  A BILL TO ENACT THE “UNBORN VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE ACT OF 2006” BY ADDING SECTION 16‑3‑1083, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A PERSON WHO COMMITS A VIOLENT CRIME THAT CAUSES THE DEATH OF, OR INJURY TO, A CHILD IN UTERO IS GUILTY OF A SEPARATE OFFENSE AND THAT THE PERSON MUST BE PUNISHED AS IF THE DEATH OR INJURY OCCURRED TO THE UNBORN CHILD’S MOTHER; TO SPECIFY CERTAIN ELEMENTS THAT ARE NOT REQUIRED TO BE PROVEN; TO PROVIDE THAT THE PERSON MUST BE PUNISHED FOR MURDER OR ATTEMPTED MURDER IF THE PERSON INTENTIONALLY KILLED OR ATTEMPTED TO KILL THE UNBORN CHILD; TO PROHIBIT IMPOSING THE DEATH PENALTY FOR AN OFFENSE PROSECUTED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION; AND TO PROHIBIT THE PROSECUTION OF A PERSON FOR CONDUCT RELATED TO AN ABORTION IF PROPER CONSENT WAS OBTAINED AND TO MEDICAL TREATMENT OF A PREGNANT WOMAN AND OF A WOMAN WITH RESPECT TO HER UNBORN CHILD.


Senator MARTIN moved that the Bill be made a Special Order.  


The Bill was made a Special Order.  

MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senator MARTIN, the Senate agreed to dispense with the Motion Period.  

MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senators ELLIOTT and WILLIAMS, with unanimous consent, the Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the memory of Mrs. Florine G. Reaves of Little River, S.C.

ADJOURNMENT

At 12:50 P.M., on motion of Senator McCONNELL, the Senate adjourned to meet tomorrow at 11:45 A.M.

* * *
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