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THE COMMITTEE ON

INVITATIONS AND MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS

To whom was referred a Concurrent Resolution (H. 4036) to memorialize the South Carolina Congressional Delegation and the Governor to take immediate action to address the crisis in Beaufort County resulting from the temporary, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass:

ROBERT W. LEACH, SR. for Committee.

            
A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO MEMORIALIZE THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND THE GOVERNOR TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO ADDRESS THE CRISIS IN BEAUFORT COUNTY RESULTING FROM THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF THE J. E. MCTEER BRIDGE FOLLOWING THE ACCIDENTAL DAMAGING OF THE BRIDGE.

Whereas, substantial damage recently sustained by the J. E. McTeer Bridge in Beaufort County resulted in its closure, consequently having a detrimental impact on Beaufort County; and

Whereas, the profoundly harmful impact of the bridge’s closure has rippled throughout Beaufort County, impacting motorists traveling for medical emergencies, commercial purposes, leisure, or routine personal errands, and this severe impediment to travel will consequently have a tremendously negative impact on the health of Beaufort County’s economy; and 

Whereas, the imminent arrival of hurricane season in mere weeks means that any delay in addressing this concern could potentially jeopardize the safety of the Beaufort County’s citizens and visitors; and

Whereas, immediate steps must be taken to declare a state of emergency in Beaufort County and alleviate the crisis imposed by the loss of the J. E. McTeer Bridge, including encouraging FEMA to begin work on an alternative evacuation route for the Beaufort area to ensure a safe evacuation in the event of a hurricane or other natural catastrophe; generally easing the burden on motorists, many of whom use the bridge to get to and from work and school; imploring the appropriate federal agencies, including the Army Corps of Engineers, to investigate the feasibility of constructing a temporary bridge and establishing ferry routes; re‑routing all marine traffic from the Woods Bridge, mindful of the fact that the continued opening of the Woods Bridge to both commercial and personal boats would only exacerbate the traffic congestion experienced by thousands of citizens daily; and providing all local businesses with information concerning federal disaster aid programs.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly, by this resolution, request that the South Carolina Congressional Delegation and the Governor take immediate action to use all available resources to address the crisis in Beaufort County resulting from the temporary closure of the J. E. McTeer Bridge following the accidental damaging of the bridge.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the members of the South Carolina Congressional Delegation and the Governor.
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