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Whereas, the members of the South Carolina Senate were saddened to learn of the passing on June 23, 2010, of Mrs. Marjorie Amos‑Frazier of Charleston; and

Whereas, born in Manning, daughter of the late William Rhodes and Mamie Brooks, Mrs. Amos‑Frazier moved to Charleston in the 1940’s, working at the American Tobacco Company, where she was active in the union, became shop steward, and negotiated at least five contracts during her tenure; and

Whereas, her experiences in union work led her into the broader aspects of political life, as she worked on the mayoral campaigns of William Ackerman and Joseph P. Riley, Jr., and served as Co‑chair of the South Carolina Steering Committee to Elect Jimmy Carter.  Her abilities led to her service as Director of the Alliance of Concerned Citizens for Better Government, a group dedicated to improving the lot of the indigent of Charleston County and in 1974, her election as the first woman member of the Charleston County Council, where she served for six years, laboring mightily to solve social problems including providing better care for the medically indigent and programs for senior citizens; and

Whereas, in 1980, Mrs. Amos‑Frazier was elected by the General Assembly to the South Carolina Public Service Commission, an achievement made more notable by her being the first non‑legislator, the first African‑American, and the first woman elected to that body; and

Whereas, her contributions continued with her service on Governor Riley’s Task Force on Critical Human Needs and in the Dispute Resolution Committee of the United States Department of Justice; and

Whereas, in her long career of public service she received numerous honors and awards, among which were the Distinguished Service Award from South Carolina State University, induction into the Hall of Fame of the Charleston Federation of Women’s Clubs, and an honorary doctoral degree from Allen University; and

Whereas, in her community she also was a member of Morris Brown AME Church, where she served as a Senior Trustee; and

Whereas, Mrs. Amos‑Frazier was the wife of the late William P. Amos, and the mother of five accomplished sons and daughters, and a doting grandmother and great‑grandmother, who will be greatly missed but will forever live on in the memory of her large and extended family and indeed all who worked and served with her in a long and illustrious career of service to her community, state, and nation; and

Whereas, it is appropriate for the members of the South Carolina Senate to pause in their deliberations so that they might note the passing of this great daughter of South Carolina and add their voices to those extending sympathy to her family and many friends.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the South Carolina Senate, by this resolution, exress their sympathy to the family and many friends of the late Marjorie Amos-Frazier of Charleston.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the children of Mrs. Amos-Frazier.
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