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[bookmark: titletop]TO THANK MR. BERNARD “BERNIE” BAUM OF KERSHAW COUNTY, CHIEF OF STAFF FOR REPRESENTATIVE J.E. SMITH, FOR HIS OUTSTANDING SERVICE IN THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DURING THE RECENT MILITARY LEAVE OF REPRESENTATIVE SMITH, AND TO DECLARE MR. BAUM THE “125TH HOUSE MEMBER.”
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, during the recent military service of Representative J.E. Smith in Afghanistan, Mr. Bernard “Bernie” Baum acted as chief of staff to Representative Smith and kept him informed of all that transpired in the South Carolina House of Representatives; and

Whereas, the constituents of District 72 knew Representative Smith had left them in good hands with Mr. Baum and that someone was there for them while their House member was serving his country abroad; and

Whereas, for the eighteen months of Representative Smith’s absence, Mr. Baum proved an invaluable resource for the entire House. He tracked every bill, following each one so closely that many House members turned to him to determine exactly where debate on a given issue stood at a particular time; and

Whereas, no stranger to military service himself, Bernie Baum in earlier days was a member of the United States Marine Corps. In addition, he brought years of experience in the hospitality industry and as a small businessman and lobbyist to his work as chief of staff; and

Whereas, the House of Representatives gratefully acknowledges its debt to Bernie Baum for the excellence of his service on behalf of Representative Smith, and with one voice the members affirm their respect and appreciation by declaring him the “125th House member.” Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, thank Mr. Bernard “Bernie” Baum of Kershaw County, chief of staff for Representative J.E. Smith, for his outstanding service in the South Carolina House of Representatives during the recent military leave of Representative Smith, and declare Mr. Baum the “125th House member.”

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Mr. Bernie Baum.
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