







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A BILL

[bookmark: titletop]TO AMEND SECTION 44‑7‑260 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE, TO PROVIDE THAT NURSING HOMES MUST CARRY AT LEAST ONE MILLION DOLLARS IN COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE TO OBTAIN A LICENSE, TO PROVIDE THAT A NURSING HOME MUST NOTIFY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL UPON CANCELLATION OF A GENERAL LIABILITY POLICY, AND TO PROVIDE THAT A NURSING HOME LICENSE SHALL BE REVOKED UPON FAILURE TO MAINTAIN GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE.
[bookmark: titleend]
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	 Section 44‑7‑260 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding an appropriately lettered subsection to read:

	“(  )(1)	A license may not be issued to a nursing home unless the applicant files with the department evidence of a policy of comprehensive general liability insurance providing the minimum coverage of one million dollars due to bodily injury, death, or destruction of property as the result of the negligent act or acts of the principal insured.  The policy must be purchased from an insurer licensed by the Department of Insurance to do business in this State.
		(2)	A licensee shall notify the department upon the cancellation by a licensee of its policy of liability insurance or the cancellation by the insurance carrier of the licensee’s policy of insurance within ten days of the cancellation date.  The cancellation does not affect any liability on the policy that accrued before cancellation.  The license must be revoked if the licensee fails to obtain a new policy within sixty days of cancellation. 
		(3)	Upon failure of the licensee to notify the department of cancellation of his liability insurance, the license may be revoked and may not be reinstated until a proper insurance certificate has been submitted to the department for approval.  If a new liability insurance policy is not obtained within sixty days of the cancellation, the person seeking licensure shall submit an initial application.”

SECTION	2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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