







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR RICHARD GAYLE KERR OF LEE COUNTY, UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY, AND TO WISH HIM MANY YEARS OF CONTINUED HEALTH AND HAPPINESS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are pleased to learn that Richard Gayle Kerr will  reach the milestone of his eightieth birthday and will celebrate surrounded by friends and family on January 27, 2011; and

Whereas, the son of Floyd Ellis and Viola Dunning Kerr, Gayle Kerr was born on January 27, 1931, and he married his beloved Elizabeth “B. J.” Johnson in April of 1952; and 

Whereas, together he and his wife raised four fine children: Nona, Rick, Marian, and Tom, who blessed them with six adoring grandchildren and six great‑grandchildren; and

Whereas, in 1955, when Gayle Kerr was just twenty‑four years old, he opened Bishopville Tire Company for business on South Main Street, and in 1958, he moved the business to the corner of Nettles and Gregg streets where it remained until 1976; and

Whereas, he returned to South Main Street at a new location in 1976, and his son Tom joined him in the business in 1984; and

Whereas, genuinely involved in his community, Gayle Kerr was an active member of the Lions Club for many years and served on the board of directors for both the Bishopville Country Club and Robert E. Lee Academy; and

Whereas, for a number of years, he worked with Reverend Eddie Thomas and the Good Samaritans for All People, allowing Bishopville Tire Company to be used as a collection site for toys and clothing; and

Whereas, he has chaired fund drives for the Red Cross, and he is a member of Bishopville Presbyterian Church where he has served on the Board of Deacons and the Session; and

Whereas, in 2004, the Lee County Chamber of Commerce recognized him by presenting him with the Business Person of the Year Award for his significant contribution to the area’s economic development and for his active involvement in the community and in civic organizations; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are grateful for the contributions that Richard Gayle Kerr has made to his community and wish him a joyous eightieth‑birthday celebration.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor Richard Gayle Kerr of Lee County, upon the occasion of his eightieth birthday, and wish him many years of continued health and happiness.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Richard Gayle Kerr.
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