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[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR WILLIE SMITH FOR ALMOST TWO DECADES OF DEVOTED SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF MARION AS CHIEF OF POLICE.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are pleased to express their sincere appreciation to dedicated public servants, such as former Marion Chief of Police Willie Smith; and

Whereas, Chief Smith dedicated his career to giving back to the community in which he was reared by treating people with respect; and

Whereas, he devoted countless hours of community service while he was off duty to speak to businesses, schools, churches, neighborhood watch organizations, or media representatives and to support organizations that needed his assistance; and

Whereas, Chief Smith emphasized a philosophy of community policing for the City of Marion and for the Marion Police Department, and he effectively empowered his finest officers to work in partnership with the citizenry to solve community problems; and

Whereas, establishing home security checks for residents whenever they left their homes for vacations or hospital visits, he gave the residents of Marion a strong sense of security from the Marion Police Department; and

Whereas, his community service and dedication to law enforcement has been recognized with awards from the Cancer Relay for Life, the Marion County Youth Day, the Order of the Eastern Star, Joppa Hill Lodge #176, Woodmen of the World, the Marion NAACP, the South Carolina Department of Commerce, and the City of Marion; and

Whereas, schools and churches that have likewise honored his service and dedication with awards include the Greater Singletary AME Church, Mt. Pisgah Church, Mt. Olive Church, Nazarene Missionary Baptist Church, Johnakin Middle School, and McCormick Elementary School in Mullins; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are grateful for the faithful and unswerving service that former City of Marion Chief of Police Willie Smith has given to the citizens of the Palmetto State.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor Willie Smith for almost two decades of devoted service to the citizens of the City of Marion as chief of police.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Willie Smith.
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