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[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE TRESSIE KELLEY OF HORRY COUNTY ON THE OCCASION OF HER ONE HUNDREDTH BIRTHDAY, AND TO WISH HER A JOYOUS BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION AND CONTINUED HEALTH AND HAPPINESS.
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Whereas, the members of the South Carolina Senate are delighted to learn that Tressie Kelley of Horry County will celebrate her one hundredth birthday on April 27, 2011; and

Whereas, the daughter of Alex and Dixie Kelley, Tressie Kelley was born on April 27, 1911, in the early part of the twentieth century, and she has been witness to nearly all the incredible changes and developments that have come to this nation from that time into the twenty‑first century; and

Whereas, the young Tressie, a native of Bishopville, completed her early education at Bishopville High School and graduated from Winthrop University, having majored in education. She then taught kindergarten and first grade for seventeen years; and

Whereas, in June 1943, she married Harold Kelley (not a relative, but he happened to have the same surname) at St. Matthew’s Methodist Church in Bishopville. Harold then went to war. After his discharge from service with the United States Army, the couple moved to Maryland; and

Whereas, in time, Tressie and Harold welcomed into the family two daughters, Dixie and Alice Ann, and later on, three grandchildren. God has also blessed Tressie and Harold with three great‑grandchildren; and

Whereas, when Tressie and Harold retired, they moved to North Myrtle Beach. Tressie, who became a Christian at the age of eight, joined Little River United Methodist Church and started the Friendship Sunday School class there. Those who know her will tell you that her light shines brightly in service to her God; and

Whereas, in 1996, the Kelley home burned to the ground while Tressie and Harold were on vacation. Tressie had touched so many lives with her kindness that her church and other community members came to the couple’s aid. Tressie continued touching lives, as when she fostered a child abroad for seventeen years in conjunction with a Christian agency; and

Whereas, Tressie has long loved to sew. She uses her sewing talents to craft dolls, aprons, sock monkeys, and clowns and gives them generously to area residents. Also known for the butterfly hair clips she gives out as a means of bringing cheer, she has become the “Butterfly Lady” to many smiling North Myrtle Beach friends and has been interviewed on TV; and

Whereas, to honor Mrs. Kelley at this very special time in her life, family and friends will join with her to celebrate her centennial birthday on Saturday, April 30, 2011, at Little River United Methodist Church; and

Whereas, the Senate is pleased to honor this daughter of South Carolina at the celebration of her one hundredth birthday and joins with her family and friends in congratulating her on reaching this extraordinary milestone. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the South Carolina Senate, by this resolution, congratulate Tressie Kelley of Horry County on the occasion of her one hundredth birthday, and wish her a joyous birthday celebration and continued health and happiness.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be provided to Tressie Kelley.
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