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Whereas, on June 17, 2015, nine African Americans were murdered during a bible study at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church by a lone gunman in Charleston, South Carolina; and

Whereas, Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church is the oldest African Methodist Episcopal church in the South and has served as a rock in the Charleston community against discrimination and continues to serve the citizens of Charleston, focusing heavily on helping the homeless; and 

Whereas, the tragic event shocked not only South Carolina, but the entire nation; and

Whereas, while the shooter intended to start a race war, the community responded by an outpouring of love and unity, culminating in thousands creating a unity chain across the Ravenel Bridge; and 

Whereas, the shooting raised concerns over race-related violence and the state of race relations in South Carolina; and 

Whereas, the General Assembly encourages every state agency and all South Carolinians to pause and reflect on the horrific tragedy that occurred and to contemplate the state of race relations in their community and the State. Now, therefore,  

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate Concurring: 

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly, by this resolution, declare June 17, 2016, as Mother Emanuel Nine Day and to encourage all state agencies to reflect on the progress made in improving race relations and economic equality for minorities as well as the efforts to help the homeless in South Carolina. 

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be provided to Reverend Dr. Betty Deas Clark, senior pastor of the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church.  
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