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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
[bookmark: titletop]
TO REMEMBER ALL THE CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES WHO WERE KILLED IN THE HOLOCAUST, TO HONOR HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS AND THEIR RESCUERS AND LIBERATORS, AND TO MARK THE UNVEILING OF THE PERMANENT BUTTERFLY MEMORIAL MONUMENT IN MYRTLE BEACH THAT WILL COMMEMORATE THEM FOR BOTH PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, it is vitally important that all people of good will perpetuate the memory of certain historic events in their minds and hearts in order to help prevent the repetition of past atrocities committed by one group of people against another. Therefore, the South Carolina House of Representatives is pleased to learn that the Permanent Butterfly Memorial Monument, to be unveiled in Myrtle Beach on May 1, 2016, will stand as an enduring reminder of the children killed in the Holocaust of World War II, their families, and others, as well as of the necessity of remaining alert to any new challenges to the lives and liberty of threatened groups of people; and

Whereas, in addition to its primary goal of memorializing the children and their families lost in the Holocaust, the new monument carries a threefold purpose. First, it salutes Holocaust survivors, some of whose children, grandchildren, and great‑grandchildren live among the citizens of Myrtle Beach and across the State of South Carolina; and

Whereas, the memorial also commemorates, among many other noble and courageous souls, rescuers like Alice Synnestvedt, who, along with Scandinavian Quakers, saved fifty children in France and more than two hundred fifty artists and musicians during the Holocaust. It honors Irena Sendler, who rescued hundreds of babies from underneath the Nazis’ noses in hospitals. And it honors the liberator soldiers who fought and died in Europe while putting down Hitler and the Nazi scourge, which ended in the murderous destruction of six million Jewish people and many others; and

Whereas, the idea for the memorial started in 1998 with a local educator who created a butterfly project in Myrtle Beach. Teacher Eleanor Schiller and her students collected and made one million five hundred thousand paper butterflies, one for each of the children and their families who died in the Holocaust‑‑an entirely appropriate choice of commemorative artwork, because to the children in concentration camps, the yellow butterfly was a symbol of hope and freedom. Joy Glunt, an organizer behind the memorial project, conceived the idea to make a permanent monument with the butterfly as the main symbol; and

Whereas, with the help of grants, a multitude of donors, and the provision of a display space by the City of Myrtle Beach, the memorial was planned for installation in Myrtle Beach’s Grand Park. The completed monument reads, “In memory of all the children and their families who were killed in the Holocaust and in honor of the Holocaust survivors, the rescuers, and the liberators.” Age‑appropriate information will be available to those who visit this educational and historical monument; and

Whereas, the House of Representatives encourages the citizens of this great State to visit the Permanent Butterfly Memorial Monument in Myrtle Beach as a reminder never to forget what can happen if we, as a freedom‑loving people, do not remain vigilant. We must never forget the hard lessons taught by the Holocaust during World War II if we value our own lives and freedom. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, remember all the children and their families who were killed in the Holocaust, honor Holocaust survivors and their rescuers and liberators, and mark the unveiling of the Permanent Butterfly Memorial Monument in Myrtle Beach that will commemorate them for both present and future generations.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Joy Glunt, project/campaign director for the Permanent Butterfly Memorial Monument, Rabbi Avi Perets of Temple Emanu-El, Rabbi Shlomo Meir Elharar of Beth El, Rabbi David Weissman of Temple Shalom, and Rabbi Doron Aizenman of Chabad of Myrtle Beach.
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